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The steamer Blakeley, which

has been comfortably equipped
for the treasure quest.

\

r> INCE the sinking of the Lusitania
\ there has been a great deal of discussionof various plans to raise
the ship. The lure of the sunken ship
with vast treasure aboard is still one of
the most potent influences in the life of
the adventurous spirits of all the Seven
Seas. Sailors before the mast, engineers
in their workrooms and dreamers on the
benches in the city parks.all have
visioned the possibilities of bringing to
the surface the great ship which the
enemy sunk near the Irish coast, and
which went down with a treasure aboard
much greater probably than any ever
before taken to the ocean floor.
However, none of the plans which have

been spoken of so enthusiastically in the
past have ever amounted to anything.
Now, however, the subject of not only
salvage of the ship Itself, but recovery
of its treasure is broached again, this
time in a very businesslike, promising
way. It seems as if, after all, a real and
^encouraging effort is to be made to bring
UD from the T.lloltonlo'o

o («BWUg ptawc
whatever the waters have left of her
that is worth while to recover.
This time It is by the simple process

of diving that it is hoped to reach the illfatedship. At Cramps Shipyards, just outsidePhiladelphia, the steamer Glakeley
is being prepared for this salvage expedition.It will carry all the modern
equipment necessary for the attempt to
reach a hulk almost three hundred feet
nnder water. In charge of these preparations,among others, is Benjamin F.
Leavitt of Philadelphia, who has won
considerable fame as a most daring diver.
Within a few weeks the steamer

Blakeley will be at anchor eight miles
off Kinsale Point, Ireland, as nearly as

v can be determined, directly over the hulk
of the sunken Lusitanla, and Benjamin
F. Leavitt of Philadelphia will be dropped
over the side at the end of a steel cable

' to locate the sunken liner and her reputedhoard of $15,000,000 in gold and
precious stones.

It is not for oaken strong boxes, brimmingwith Spanish doubloons, that
Leavitt and his associates will seek.
Theirs, if they are successful, will be a
more modern hoard.
When the Lusitania was sunk by the

enemy off Ireland Beven years ago she
carried treasure to incite the cupidity
of the most prosaic. Not a treasure ship,
as Were the most historic mnrlno lnssna

she carried a fortune probably greater
than that carried in any of the so-called
"treasure ships" of tradition. And where
the treasure in these galleons of old has
grown in the telling through hundreds of
years, the treasure on the Lusitanla can
be reckoned with some accuracy and
without the fear that traditions of years
have multiplied a perhaps ipoderate numberof doublooms.
The Lusitanla carried $5,000,000 in

specie alone. She is also known to have
carried an almost equal amount in cases
of silver and valuable jewelry. There, if
there were no other treasure, would be
a satisfactory "haul" for any treasure
seeker.
But undoubtedly the Lusitanla carried

more than this. Among her passengers
were many men and women of great
weann. wnnoui question tney carriea
with them Jewels and other articles of
great value. A single passenger Is reportedto have deposited $75,000 with the
purser. Mme. Antolne de Page, wife of
the director of the Belgian Red Cross, Is
said to have carried more than $100,000.
The purser's strong box held, without
doubt, Jewels of great value, property of
wealthy passengers of the Ill-fated liner.
The total value of the treasure, virtuallyall In specie and Jewelry, which

would defy the action of the water, Is
estimated at close to $15,000,000. It Is
for this fortune that Leavltt and his associateswill seek.
An armored diving suit, Invented and

patented by Leavltt some years ago and
since then constantly tested and Improved,has made possible this venture.
In an actual salvage test In the Great
T/akes Leavltt made the world's record
for depth, going down .101 feet In locating
the Pewablc, sunk after a collision In
1865. Copper and other material valued
at $26,000 were salvaged from that wreck
in 1916.
From this test, and from later ones

made in special high pressure tanks.
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"F°r th*
ocean floor is covered

with treasure

trove, which until 5t,
now has defield all *

adventurers." i

T a_ iL.i ...
Licaviu ueneriB uiai ais sun can stand
the tremendous pressure of 200 pounds
to the square Inch, to which any object is
subjected 500 feet below the surface. The
Lusitania, however, lies at a depth of
only 285 feet.

Leavitt's suit is armored from head to
foot. The main section is a heavy manganesebronze casting, covering trunk
and head. Leg and arm pieces are made
of a specially constructed copper coil,
planned to give the utmost possible protectionwhile permitting comparatively
free movement of the limbs.

Leavitt's only communication with the
surface will be by means of a telephone
wire, strung through a specially constructedsteel cable, built to lift twenty
tons. The inventor believes that the cable
and the suit will be strong enough to
withstand any pull necessary to free the
diver if he becomes caught in the wreckage.

Hi3 air supply will be carried in the
form nf nnveen n rvllndor holnir

Into the hack of the main canting. It in
equipped with a reducing valve that will
supply one and a quarter feet of oxygen
an hour, properly mixed with hydrogen.
That is the amount required by a normal
adult while at work. The poisonous
carbon dioxide from the diver's lungs
will bo absorbed by a can of caustic soda
fixed in another niche in the casting.
Dynamite will be used by the Leavltt

expedition to create a pathway to the
strong rooms, and a clnm shell bucket
to lift the treasure. If valuables are
found that cannot be reached by that
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method they will be loaded into buckets
by band. Leavitt and his associates, however,believe that they can get the bulk
of the bullion that is said to be in the
hold of the great liner by means of the
usual dredgers' clam shell and other
familiar dredging equipment, once they
have forced their way to the strong
rooms.
Besides the enormous pressure exerted

by the water at a great depth, Leaviu had
other difficulties to overcome. Probably
^he greatest of these secondary difficultieswas that of providing light for
the work.
Darkness increases rapidly with depth

under water, and the inability to get light
has been one of the greatest stumbling
blocks in salvage work heretofore. Leavittexperimented for some years and
Anally constructed a huge glass bulb of
great strength. It has been tested to
more than 200 pounds pressure without
showing the slightest sign of a crack.
Leavitt will need three of these lights,
each of 300 candle power. Even with that
equipment he will be able to see only a
few feet In any direction.
Marine experts differ as to the probablesuccess of Leavltt's attempt. Many,

basing their belief on his success in the
salvaging of the Pewabic, which lay at
a depth of 361 feet, and upon the apparentcompleteness of the preparations
made by the expedition, look for his success.OtherB, pointing out the enormouslygreater difficulties presented by
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Ctpl. Chat. S. Rickardt of t
Blakaley, who will supervise

salvage operations.

the Lusitanla because of Its great bulk
and of the currents which sweep around
It. are skeptical. There are even some
who doubt that the Lusitaniu, as a ship,
now exists, arguing that she has long
since disintegrated under the pressure of
the water. As long ago as February,
1918, H. Ensor, a widely known expert,
speaking before the Engineering and
Scientific Association of Ireland, made
that assertion.

Despite the pessimistic views of this
latter group, however, Leavltt is not
alone in his belief that the Lusitanla may
be salvaged. In tact, an even more ambitiousproject than his is being fostered
by the British Salvage and Towing Syndl-
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j| cate, of which Count Zanardi Land! is
I managing director. In a recent interview
: Pnnnt T,an»U tnlH nf his nlan tn raise the

ship by her own buoyancy. He believes
that, because of the strength of her construction,she will be found to be intact
and not damaged too badly to make raising
her Impossible. He also plans to begin his

The salvaged wreck of t
k the effect of its burial

\ was brought to th
1 \. Above on the lefl

') in which Bei
\ diver, i

| attempts shortly. It Is
said that much Interest

Li is being excited by his
attempt in Germany,
where it is hoped that

< *? * <!#§$ an examination of the
hulk will disclose the

$1 'act tliat 8he waB ca"yimjki&jjing munitions when tor|Hjg|ypedoed. It is the Ger®|^rman belief that such a

Wy discovery would justify
rner sinning.

If, as now seems quite
within the range of pos
sibility, the Leavitt expeditionis a success,
boundless possibilities
for salvage are opened

fli up. For the ocean floor
is covered with treasure
trove, which has up
until now defied the

best efforts of adventurers for many centuries.
In 1588, when the shattered Spanish

Armada was scattered and fleeing before
the British, a mighty galleon, the Flor-
encia, sought refuge in Tobermory Bay,
off the coast of Scotland She is rumored
to have carried the paymaster's chest for '
the fleet, containing in gold and silver f

an amount variously estimated at from
$30,000,000 to $70,000,000 Doubtless ex-

aggeratlon here takes a part, but it is (

certain that she carried vast treasure 1

when she sailed Into the hay where she 1
whb in ivave ner rmunn umoera. uapi. 1

Pernlru, commanding the Florencla, <

promised aid to one of two rival Scottish 1
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) Brave the Terrors of
mored Diving Suit
old and Jewels
Fated Liner
chieftains in exchange for needed supplies.Hearing of the offer the leader of
the other clan laid his plans. Filled
with a loyalty which thought nothing of
sacrifice, a youth of this latter clan stole
on board the galleon and fired the magazines.The ship was torn to pieces and
sank with her treasure hoard.
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t is the armored divine >ui(

ijamin Leavitt, famous
vill trust his life.

Since 1641 attempts hare been incessant-to recover the treasure, but they
have met with little success. In 1903
Borne fifty doubloons were recovered from
the silt bank in which the scattered fragmentsof the once proud ship are burled.
A few weapons were also found. In 1907
another attempt was made, the search
directed by a divining rod in the hands
of a famous uncoverer of buried money.
The rod found much that the dredgers
could not find, however, and only a few
scattered coins were uncovered.
Here a diver clad in Leavitt's suit

might succeed where divining rod and
clredgerB failed.
At the bottom of Vigo Bay, on the coast

of Spain, lies an enormous treasure in
gold and silver bullion the cargo'of a
fleet of plate ships destroyed by the Brit-
i»n ana uuicn navies in tne latter part of
the seventeenth century. Its present
value Is estimated a (100,000,000.
There were forty sail In the fleet which

set out from Mexico for Spain, bearing
gold and silver from the mines of the
New World to the coffers of old Spain.
Seventeen of the ships were bullion carriers,the others French men-of-war to
protect the tremendously valuable cargo
from the British. The fleet, constantly
alert, made Its wa/ across the Atlantic,reaching the apparent safety of
the Spanish coast. Before they could
reach Cadiz, however, the report of a
powerful British fleet frightened them
into Vigo Bay. Here, because of some
Jlfflculty with the customs officers, who
wcid W1II1UUI limn UCUUIIS 10 pass tD6
lulllon, the Ingots were not unloaded.
While the debate between the officers of
:he fleet and the officials of the port was
In progress the combined British and
Dutch fleet swept in and, after a hot
mgagement, burned and sank almost all
he vessels. One captured by the British
?ave indication of the enormous treasure
vhich went down. It contained hundreds
)f thousands of dollars in gold and silver
ngots.
Shortly after the battle Spain began to

Ish for her lost treasure, but without suedes.
Instances might be enumerated for

>ages. Hundreds of heavily freighted
essels, loaded with gold and silver and
irecious stones, have sunk in all parts
if the world, sometimes under the guns
f enemy craft, often under the buffeting
if the wind. In many cases their locaionsare known with accuracy, but the
lepth at which they lie has made Imposiblethe recovery of the hoard beneath.
i Leavitt's expedition is a success milionsof dollars in gold and silver may be
dded to the coffers of the world.


