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ENTRANCE, CLARK WILLOW APARTMENT
Widow of Architect Proves Woman

Can Go Into Construction and Still\
Find Time to Bring Up Family—
Puts Up Apartments in Brook-
lyn Heights—Says Section
With Historic and Liter-
ary Associations Has

Assured

HE MODERN American Idea of
maternity draws its inspiration
from an agé In which woman i
ledrning rapldly to take her place in the
political and gven in the ezonomio life of
the nation and at the same time manage
a hiome and rear children with all the
affection and care that the old time
mother lavished on them. Within the
ranks of almost every s:mf:mon a;d
iness Is to be found at least one wom-
:nu.who does not neglect her home be-
cause of seeming absorption in some big
flald of endeavor. The real estats busi-
ness ls no exception. Within the last
few years its varlous strata of actlvity
have ylelded remarkable proof of the
prewent day theory that business and
tamily rearing may be carrled on col-
jaterally, A typlcal example is afforded
in the case of Mrs. Esther Howard
Leeming, widow of Lieut.-Col. 1. Wood-
ming.
ru{r“l;: vr:{uﬂoml 1fe Mrs. Lesming
slgns herself “E, H. Leeming, treasurer
of the Peritus Realty Company™ or
sylca-president of the J. Dall Construc-
tlon Company,” and the signature Is
characteristic of that cloak of practical
tmpersonality with which American men
and women of affairs nalvely attenpt to
copceal the romance that pulsates
throughout their business life. Like
many another woman of her i1k, she did
not set out deliberately to achleve a ca-
roer. She was satisfied with the domes-
tie life whieh circumstances apparently
had molded for her—that of wife of a
man successful In his profession and
mother of his four children. True. she
had taken a deep interest In the work of
her husband, who was well known as &
deslgner of apartmenis and dwellinga
She had helped him materinlly by going
aver plans with him and giving him the
henefit of her feminine viewpoint with
regard to the essentials of a well devised
tome, and gradually she acquired a very
practical knowledge of ths building busi-
ness. Yet she did not yearn for the self-
expression which so. many of her sex
merely means an from h hold
dutles. She was sccustomed to n gen-
srous seale of Jiving which enabled her
to give her children most of the social
and educational advantages to which
she felt that they were entitled,

War Bronght Sacrifices.

Enlers the war with ita sinister pro-
pensity for deflectinig the ordorlg course
of human existénce, She gave her hus-
band to the eause of the Allles and bore
thoe sacrifice bravely. Family tradition
demanded nothing lees of her, Wa= she
rot the cousin of Gen. Tasker Howard
Filiss, once commanding ofMcer of the
United States Army, as well an the niece
of the late Gen. Horatio C., King?

With the rank of lleutenant-colonel,
Mr. Leseming waa placed In charge of
the leasing of all lands in France for
the American Expeditionary Forces. He
saw service lg every part of France, ne-
gotiating for wmites for docks, camps,
hotels, hospltals or recreation canters
After the armistice he was appointed a
member of the Commission on War
Damage In Allled Countriea and was
sent to Rome as assistant chilef of the
war damages board for Maly. Finally
his health broke down under the long
straln &nd he returned to the United
States, whera he died In the fall of 1510,
In recognition of his services France
mads him an officer of the Irench
Academy.

For the first time in her lfe Mrs,
Lacming wan forced ¢o take account of
her resources, and. she found the situa-
tion none too reassuring. From an In-
ceme standpolnt her real estate holdings
were & Uability rather than an aeset.

Future,

They consisted chlefly of an old fash-
foned town house on Brooklyn Helghts
and a modern place at New Cankan,
Conn, Her Income was insuféient to
maintain those places, but she fgured
that weére she to rent or sell the prop-
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erties and invest the proceeds in
eccurities the dividends would not en-
able her to continue the education of her
children,

Hight here 18 where Mrs. Leeming de-
cided to cnpll-&iza the Interest shc‘had
taken in her husband's work. She re-
modeled the old family residence on
Henry street, converting It into an at-
tractive modern apartment which yields
# handsome yearly net Income, She
next leased her country house at New
Canasn and transformed It into one of
the most attractive dwellings in the
whole New Canaan district. She had no
difficulty in leaslng it on n proftable
baris. The success of those ventures
erlarged the scope of Mrs. Leeming's
ambition. She had long held the dis-
Interested theory that as a woman's
Judgment usually prevalls in the leasing
or purchasing of @ hotue or apartment
a4 memter of her own sex, in some re-
spects, was better qualified than a mere
man to bulld and market that same 1lv-
Ing epace. She had also definite Ideas
about the most advantageous location
for the development project that she had
forevisloned, and those ideas were part
of the fabric of her family history, re-
enforced by her awn keen ohservation of
lll!;n ‘trend of dwelling conditions in this
ey, .

Loved Tradliion of the Helghis,

For three gencrations Mpa. Leeming's
follk had lived In the Brooklyn Helghts
arep. Her grandfather, John Tasker
Howard, was the founder of Plymouth
Church, a fact commemorated In the tab-
let to be found in the fover of the
church bearing the Inseripilion

| aibility of Rrooklyn
“The | happy escape.

227 HENRY STREET, BROOKLYN, FORMERLY
MRS. LEEMING'S HOME REMODELLED
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and were held tenaclously through suc-
cogsive generatlons.

“In recent years, whenever a plot of
sufficient~ size  has been obtainable a
handsome apartment hiouse has prompt-
1y replaced old family residefces, and the
ecagarness’ with which such apartments
are sought gives clear indleation of the
future destiny of Brooklyn Helghta.
“The Helghta will always be a high
grade residential district. But the priv-
lleged few must glve way to the priv-
lieged many, which means that the fine
fipartment house will replace the indi-
vidual private dwelling. Here, in guiet
seclusion, s a purely American resl-
dential community, fanned by ool sea
breezes, affording an incomparable view
of New York harbor, famed for its In-
stiiutiona devoted to education, religion,
music and art. And all this within four
minutes of Wiill street, fificen minutes
of Times gquare, Not only Is Brooklyn
Helghta the vary heact of New York's
transportation system but it “has also
tasy access through uncongested streets
to all the fine ‘motor roads of Long
I#land.

“The overcrowding of Naw York's
iransportation lines scems eertain to
continue, and even to grow worse. Long
rides under present conditions during
the rush hours are Intolgrabla to sensi-
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Neverthelass old rags aro now covering | g, poor Little Rich Ownek.
mora American houses m 1 form o

roll roofings and prepared snh I P come

tive persons. To them the ecasy acues- |
Heights affords a |
[ bellevs that there la

oarllest and latest and lifelong friend | an unlimited market for the right type |

of Henry Ward Beecher.” Mrs, Leem-
Ing was born In her grandfather's house
on Hicks stree!, opposlte Love lane
Her father, the late Edward Tasker
Howard, then built & houss on Willaw
atreat, In"which she lived until her mar-
riage. From chlldhood she had known
and loved the traditions of the Helghts,
real American traditions brought down
by a sort of soclal laying on of handa
from the Pligrim Fathers, kept aglow
with the breath of religlous feellng and
enriched by generations of education and
culture,

But it was something more practical
than mers family sentiment that made
Mrs, Leseming choose the charming old
residential district on the Helghts as the
scena of her Arst big business venture.
8he was convinced that for the average
well to do Manhattanite whose place of
businesa lies anywhere betwesn Forty-
sécond street and the Battery Brooklyn
Helghts as a residentinl area afforded
more attractions and greater ndvantages
than did any other place within the walls
of the greater city., Where else, ghe
aske, save on this rocky bluf, with ftg
mitchless view of New York harbor and
lower Manhattan, has a fing residential
district been able to withstand for three
génerations tha pressure of tha ever
rising flood of New York's teeming mil-
llong or to escape the maw of her Gar-
gantuan commerce?

“Even in the days when the Wal?
strect forry wia (ts only connecting link
with Manhattin,” says Mrs, Leeming,
“many notabls New Yorkers had their
homes on ' Brooklyn Helghts, The
Helghts comprised an area small enough
to be exclugive and yet Iarge enough
to accommodate A community that eould
support and develop a fully rounded
soclal and cultural Hfe of its own, All
avajlable sites were soon in strong hands

of apartment in this district.”
Historle Site for Flest Venture, |

It was pecullarly fitting that Mrs |
Leeming, after temodeling her Honvy |
frect home, shoiuld chooss as the aite
of her first actual apartment building |
venture a plot of historle and liternry
interest. At Clark and Willow sirects,
about a block and a half from the new |
Clark street express station of the
Broadway and Seventh avenue subway. |
there stood once a white frame strue-
ture which older inhabltants will re.
mamher as the anclent splto house of
the Helghts. It came Info being as the
result of a quarrel beiween t'io owner
of the plot and the late Henry .
Bowen, whose old Colonial mansion oc- |
cupied the opposite oorner. The spite
house, remcedelad, hecame the home of
Faul’ Lelcestor Ford, In 1004 It wan de- |
molished and replaced by two frame
dwallings, which have given place to a
new apartment bullding. |

Mra. Leaming has very clear cut fdeas |
on apartment bullding in general and |
in the Brooklyn Helghts section in par-
tioular, 8he belleves abova all in the
dignity of simplicity. The vulgarly |
ornate style, she holds, would ba more |
than ever out of keeping with the atmos- |
phera of a mwllow old nelghborhood
It simply would not fit, She believea
also that any one wha has an oppor- |

tunity to live on the Meighta will want | Bronx for the Lorillard Spen

to settle there and consequently will |
want to buy rather than to rent. Hence |
her first large apartment venturs was

ownership.

project with her architect. D. 1), Marrill,
the first point that she Inid dewn un-

O

which is to bo conducted on Columbus | Gbla to home aite seckors,
|‘.I"ln_v by Joseph P. Day, Inc.,

planned on the basis of cooperative | L0 bBe a ravision of land wvaluew in the
y adfncent sectionw,
When Mra. Leeming firat discussed the | lished principle that when the char
of & nelghborhood changea with the
divisions of large estutes and the mell-
equivoeally wan that It she was to offer | Ing off of the plots In separate lots fu-
the public an apartment building it must | ture values are based on the price of
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vl other types of roofing cor t ane tax
lcording to a Western w Ky, W . taxpayers will
| Twaosthirds of all roofing req AgTee
iln the United States, he declnres, are T seasgon when the realty
| now  pupplied from asphalt materials | nwner imaelf poorer, but s coms
| known an “prepared roofing,” the froduct | pellad ¢ the word of the Tax De-
lof n ne 1 and typieally American 1= | partmes it he Is ric by the hune

dustry vt has been developed in th dreds or thousanda of dollars of valua-

last few years thon a to his property for purposss
In laying & variegated or tapestry taxu

roofl with asphalt shingles, care must 1 $ wmneciion personal as-
l':li—«-l “to avold everything tn the na ¥ s akin to the girl
| ture of n pattern’ ‘he shingles miugst what ahe does not want ts

be theroug mixed and the roofer in her stockir The Ass
| mtructed n # than three shin Wi E Y kK L el | will not find

gles of or ' on parallel A ' list

U. S. T0O SELL HOBOKEN PLOTS. TO SELL LOTS IN QUEENS.

Wnr Ne Offer Sites In Maspeth

Bayside,

NDepariment Holdlogs 1o Auciloneers

Anciloned on Octoher 11,

Ited States War
Jorsph ', Da

| of Hoboken, wiil mell nt
a4 and two build
and  Perry
and adjacent
at noon In the
Ho on

Dhepor

tment ‘e
Inre Lk -
auctio
nEs on  Sat

Muadison, | the
streets on Ovio arm
Hoboken Armory
The properties are | tic

trunk

LN
8

her
& Hall,

[l Or NeAr - n

twelve | of &}

1 rallwasy
wizn situated about

from misr . to
world | nort
are within about
W New Chy

The
blowck=
part af the

T'he

(1

connection L

five | ner

mo { tha

Jerwe, nel

A

Eaitern Doulevard at Middletown road. Spencer estate at left.

NE of the significant results of the individua! !ots and not on tha plot | in
the sale of the 1,90 lots in the | l‘u;-' acrenge values of the past r 'l
» . ere, where there (s practically no 18
Pelham Bay Park sectlon of The | other standard sise, :3-'\-|l‘llzfru1'_ eity lots,
© estalo | ¢ther restricted or unrestricted, avall-
the city as-
pessors will be obliged in the future to
te gulded by the prices paid by bidders
at the Lorillard Spencer estate's aale
| Another feature of the Spencer estats
oter | sgle 8 the fact that the New York
1 Tublle Library at Fifth avenue and
Foriy-second streat will share with the |
\‘.‘1 Irs of the estnte the proceeds of

Fublie

In éxpected |

It 3 per cen
The
vad

(]

iIn n well extab-

U

in wod B P

the sale. Another phase of Lthe sale of

Saturday o

terest to homesoekers the fa tha
lots are outalde the
construction
| bungalowa will
The Hpencer heirs and t
Library
from B0 to 7o per o
price to remaln on
|'at rates of interest

t

M
t

ingludes the
another dwelling and

The

il

stree

I Provost 5, Jersay
industrial In eharacter
in the centear of Hobo-
district

of the

10 Glanwoodl

They

ares
situnted Eas:
manufacturing
1long cast side
and® Erle rallroad

and are
ken's
range

enue and

L] the
fire
Fravm

ba permitie

of
A Whita 4 dons and tha
hava their
tennis «
The golt
hald on the
nnd tha ten
Hallow oF
Inrge tennia clube

1 tollow The affa
tion of Harry Hall of
len 17, Hellor of

RMADLEY RESIDENCE sOoLD,
The five
dence at 3056 West §
2AxAL
Dunlel L. and Jamas
Unitesd Stnte

from Htephe

story

Bradley resi-
fourth str

ngreed my

of the
bond
ranging fror

hnve

nt

on lot

and r

ardon of the
Corporation
n 8, Shep-
intecs, The
of Charles

Fend

or -

pard and Cortlans
M. | property
day., Friday and Sehwalh
nue an

faces t L e
und otween West

will B¢ el nat i
Thur

this woek | mve

FOR AVAILABLE OFFICE, LOFT AND STORE SPACE TO RENT CONSULT THE BUSINESS PROPERTY GUIDE ON PAGE 4




