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THE BRIGHT SHAWL. By Joseph Hergos-
helmer, New York Alfred A. Enopf,

R. HERGESHEIMER is one of
those authors whom you think
of primarily in terms of colon

He sees life less as a tale that is told than
a8 a succession of dissolving views. He
delights In sharp, bright contrasts, and
paints them glowingly with the pigment of
vivid words. Whatever thesis lies behind
his stories Is always rigidly kept In the
background, “Look at my plctures first,”
he seems to say, “and get my message
afterward if you will” And the chief
reason that he stands to-day among the
few Amerlcan novelists who may be
serjously ranked with their foremost Brit-
ish contemporaries {s that he Is that rare
combination of a wverbal painter with a
true color sense for the unerringly right
word and a craftsman who never lets
the story teller merge In the moralist and
preacher,

When you recognize in Mr. Herges-
beimer this inborn need of a rich opulence
of hue, you marvel at the self-discipline
by which he has often held down his style
and given us page after page of calculated
drabness—monochrome expressive of re-
pressed, unhappy lves, “The Three
Black Pennys" expressed In terms -of
painting is a study In heavy, dense shad-
ows; life seen through an atmosphere of
gloom. But he got hls sharp contrasts
none the less, In the deep, rich glow of
the furnaces, the sudden flare of molten
iron, the bright Incandescence of a spray-
Ing shower of sparks from mighty hame
mers. There {s much in common between
“The Three Black Pennys™ and that great-
est study In black-and-white in the whole
range of English fiction, Joseph Conrad's
“Nigger of the Narcissus.™

“The Bright Shawl,"” because it also
chances to be laid In Cuba, must face In-
evitable comparison with “Cytherea’; and
because it presents, in all its essentials
except the stage setting, a sharp antithesis
to the former- volume, many eager par-
tisans of “Cytherea” are going to find It
disappointing. On the other hand, its very
points of difference are likely to win the
author a host of new devotees. “Cytherea”
studied human frailty In the ripeneas of
mature years; “The Bright Shawl" studies
austerity and self-sacrifice In the first
glow of romantie youth, The former hero
wrecks two homes, and lives on wretchedly,
nursing bitter memories; the latter riskas
his life for an ldeal, and his few glorious
months are a solace to his old age. Per-
haps the fairest comparison to make would
ba to admit that “Cytherea" embodies a
less important theme unerringly worked
out; “The Bright Shawl” is the bigger sub-
ject, less flawlessly achleved.

Briefly, this new wolume, done in the
predominant reds and yellows of the Span-
ish flag, tells the story of Charles Abbott's
youth, as it comes back to him In old
age, when Liszt's Spanish Rhapsody, heard
by chance, transports him through forty
years back to the “Incandescent sunlight
of Havana,” and shows him once again
that matchleas dancer, La Clavel, with
“the superb flame of her body in the brutal
magnificence of the fringed manton, like
Andalusia incurnate.”

Young Abbott, a wealthy idler of his day,
ls gent to Cuba because of weak lungs;
and finding the country aflame with re-
belllon against the arrogance and brutal-
ity of the Spanish military officials, his
Impressionable soul ecatches the eontagion
of the dream of Cuban liberty. He formas
swift friendship with an ardent band of
young patriots, dedicates his fortune and
his young life to this alien land which has
first tanght him the meaning of patriotism,
and renounces all earthly pleasures as un-
worthy of his exalted purpose. Even the
two beantiful women whom Bpanish au-
thorities throw in his path to spy upon
him—first, La Clavel, the dancer, who be-
trays her masters and works for the
feause; and later the treacherous half-caste,
Pilar of Lima—find themselves powerless

to stir his senses or swerve him from his
Quixotie purpose.

The book is a gorgeous pancrama of
Havana itsell In its flamboyant exotic
beauly; the gay, Indolent, pleasure seek-
ing life of the people; the brutality of the
cock pits and bull fights; the studied ar- |
rogance of the Bpanish soldiery; the ubi-
quitous network of the spies; the pervad-
ing proximity of sunshine and laughter,
passion, hatred and death. The back-
ground is beyond reproach, the tempera-
ment of the people is interpreted with an
understanding of the Latin nature quite
remarkable in one who Is not raclally of
them. The only thing which conspicucusly
marks this book as the work of an Anglo-
8axon rather than a remarkably smooth
translation of a Spanish original is the
dialogue. The Spanish race Is Incurably
flowery In its formal politeness of speech;
the current civilitics between strangers
are embroidered; even insults have the
external flaver of a compliment. Mr.
Hergesheimer makes his characters con-
verse with a curt, monosyllabic directness
of an Englishman, and to this extent he
mars his picture. It is relatively a small
matter, but it jars in much the same way
as his habitual practice of Anglicizing
localities, as Cuba street, the Montserrat
Gate and a restaurant which he calls
The Noble Havana.

FREDERIC TABER COOPER.

TALES OF THE JAZZ AGE, By F. Scott
Fitzgerald, Charles Scribner's Sons,

14 ALES of the Jazz Age” Is surely
not Mr. Fitzgerald's mast impor-
tant book; but it is by far the

most interesting. In this collection he dis-

plays hls amazing and still youthful verve
and his virtuosity, He does many things,
and does most of them well. In an elab-
orated “Table of Contents” he tells us
various things about himself and his
stories. Concerning the latter he Is usually
right Though “Flappers and Philosophers”
is not s0 good a book as “Tales of the Jazz

Age” It Is yet true that as a short story

*The Off Shore Pirate” Is still his best,

As exqulsite grotesquerie, however, “The

Diamond ss Blg as the Ritz” execels, and

I think few people realize how closely Mr.

Fitzgerald approximates the skill of Aldous

Huxley in this vein. Surely “The Curious

Case of Benjamin Button,” with its high

accomplishment in perverse lmagination, is

at least three-fourths as good as Huxley's

“Nuns at Luncheon.”

There is 8o much to admire In the writ-
Ing F. Scott Fitzgerald that those of us
who admire him most are now hoping that
he will grow up properly. The first section
of this volume he calls “My Last Flappers.”
That is good. Exploits of drunkennesas may
be amusing and engaging; but after read-
ing the first three stories In the hook,
though they are told excellently and
sparkle with the unusual, one begins to
feel like an “Old Soak” and not a particu-
larly Happy soak, either. There are folk
who do splendid and romantic things when

sgection of the feminine younger generation
which has never tasted a cocktail and can
scarcely be called “flapper.” A young
married woman recently told me that she
detested the writings of F. Scott Fitzgerald.
“Such girls don’t exist,” she affirmed. At
least 7 haven't been able to find them.”
In her particular little set they don't. She
was mentally so secure in her determined
puritanism that she had forgotien what
she had told me not an hour before, i, e,
that her sister, of sub-deb age, was “thor-
oughly disgusted” with the antics of her
particular little gset. So it goes. One can-
not generalize on the application of an
ethical code these days! However, Mr.
Fitzgerald might with satisfactory results
shift his little get and find a group of per-

scns to write about whose spare hours are |

not quite so many and whose crystal gazing
is not all done in the wine glass. Thie
younger generation, just passing now, has
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The most amusing story of youth
and its adventures since Booth
Tarkington’s Serenteen

"OOLS
F ILL

'By LEONA DALRYMPLE

The story of Paul Northrop and his
i ry of the infernal feminine
—of the epregious Teddy and his
exploits—and of that incredible
but captivating family, The Nor-
throps.
AT ALL BOOKSTORES $1.75 net
MeBride, Publishers, New York

entertainment.”
New York Times:
New York Herald:

Wanderland.’
New York Tribune:
New York Eve. Post:

Brooklyn Eagle:

Phila. Public Ledger:
Boston Transcript:
developments.
well sustained.”

The
PERSONAL TOUCH

By Emma Beatrice Brunner
(Mrs. Arnold W. Brunner)

Literary Digesi: ‘“New York society with an exciting plot. Good
natured satire, with many a laugh as well as a large amount of straight

“An entertaining and well told story.”
“Far out of the usual. InIng
Somewhere between Stevenson’s ‘New Arabian Nights' and ‘Alice in

Highly entertaining.

“A most refreshing adventure.”
“Very well done, with plenty of incident.
resemblance to some of Stevenson.” _
“Féw recent novels have received more attention.
The plot is new, the story well written from first to last page.”
‘“Unique plot.
“Uncommon drama of totally unexpected
The interest of this mystery and adventure story is

A

Well worth reading.”

At All Bookstores $1.90

Publishers BRENTANO’S

FIFTH AVE.
NEW YORK

not drunk I suppose, and there is a large

The New York Tribune:
unigue,

Prics §3.00.
Postage Extra.

A Marvellous, Astounding and Absorbing Book

Beasts, Men and Gods
By Ferdinand Ossendowski

“In many ways ‘Beasts, Men and Gods' is quite
3 It is a remarkable human document, too. . X
scientist is cast by the maelstrom of the Russian revolution imto the heart of
wildest Mongolia. The result is this book . .
. .« « In addition to all this, the book is full of sidelights on current political
and religious conditions in Eastern Asia."”

E. P. DUTTON & CO.

A Polish

. and it is a veritable Odysscy.

681 FIFTH AVE.
NEW YORK

striking

The New Story of the Famous
Little Doctor—Just Published.

VOY:A:GES
DOCTOR DOLITTLE

By HUGH LOFTING

$2.00.

Threa times as long as the earlier wolume,
and 18 unlque black-and-white illustrations by the author.

The Most Successful Book for Chil-

dren since the “'Just-So Stories.”
Published Autumn, 1970.

STORY

; : ‘ {
The kindly little Doctor—dearly loved by children and now as much a
household word as the famous Alice—goes on another amazing voyage.

Clara Whitehill Hunt, before the American Library Associatian Conference, said:

** ‘Alice in Wonderland,” “The Water Babies,’ the ‘Jungle Books’ belong to the immortals
in children’s literature, but if I should return to earth fifty or a hundred years from now I should
not be surprised to find the children also reading ‘Doctor Dolittle.”

*The Voyages of Doctor Dolittle”:
plcture jacket

t""f?oﬁh 2 full pages In color,

=Tha Story of Doetor Dolittle”; Ninth Printing, with colored frontisplece, 83 unique ilustrations by the author
In black-and-white, and decorative initials.

An Bdﬁnqs illustrated pamphlet deseribing both DOLITTLE Books, with a cover and full-page illustration
specially designed by Mr. Lofting, Y2 yours postpaid for the asking. Mention the N. Y. Herald.

443 Fourth Ave.

FREDERICK A. STOKES COMPANY

New York




