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UNITED STATES MAY

™ By JOHN LATHROP.

N the fourteen years following 1900
the United States fell from the po-
sition of heaviest world exporter

of foodstuffa to the necessity of buying,
in 1912, $7,000,000 worth of edible arti-
cles of comnerce more than it eold,
and In 1914, even including the rush
of the first war sales, Uncle Sam went
down Into his capacious pocket for
$45,000,000 with which to pay for his
excess of foodstufls imports over food-
gtuffs exports.

Temporarily the war upset condl-
tions, and by restriction of home con-
sumption we sent abroad rather large
f00d supplies. But now that the food
situation approaches normality, this
country will have to face the disturb-
ing fact that we may no longer look

~ for the large surplus of profit which

we formerly reallzed from the world
foodstuffs trafiie,

Instead of compelling forelgn na-
tions to send us gold or goods to pay
for their excess of food purchases, the
United States will have to ship gold or
goods abroad to pay for its excess food
purchases over food exports, because
the rapid increase of population with
virtually no increase of production is
proceeding steadily and will Intensify
rather than relfeve matters unless
there be given national attention to
scveral things which are conditions
precedent to solving the problem,
There must be largér production per
ncre; ellmination of waste in handling
present production on the farms and
vastly better handling of farm prod-
ucts in the process of distribution.

From Boundless Plenty
to Threatened Scarcity

Else, the pinch food scareity,
which has been the baslc considera-
tlon underneath practically all inter-
national complications abroad, will
come upon the American people with
relentless severity.

It used to be sald that America
wasted enough food almost to feed
Furope. Secretary Hoover of the
United States Department of Com-
merce lately declared that “almost
half of the perishable products of
the farms never reach the markets";
and tbat the prospect Is that, “in ten
vears the Unilted States will have
not a bushel of wheat for export.”

James Riley Howard, president of
the American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion, sald to me here in New York
city the other day:

“Our food problem, as you have
stated, does Involve Immensely bet-
ter tillage and fertilization, as well
as economic processes of farm hand-
ling and market distribution.”

The disturbing information has
come suddenly because of the cool,
sclentific analyses made by such
acknowledged authorities as Prof.
Tobert J. McFall, head of the De-
partment of Agricultural Economics
al  the Massachusetts Agricultural
College at Amherst; Prof. . M. East
of HBussey Institute, Harvard Univer-
sity; Dr. Frederick J. Nash, fertiliza-
tion sclentist; and the palnstaking
and in some cases eminent members
of the World Agricultural Soclety, of
which the head is Dr. Kenyon L.
Butterfield, president of the Massa-

HAVE TO BUY FOODSTUFFS ABROAD

UNLESS WASTEFUL METHODS ARE STOPPED, EXPERTS SAY

End of the Era of Boundless Plenty Is in Plain Sight and With the Margin
of Exportable Surplus Grown Scant, the Prospect Is, in the Opinion of
Secretary Hoover, that in Ten Years the Country Will Not Have a
Bushel of Wheat for Shipment

chusetts Agricultural College. The
soclety has branches In a score
of foreign capitals, and has under-
taken to arouse sentiment In favor of
serious attention to the soclal prob-
lems which are (nvolved. :

These problems vitally concern the
dwellers in the cltles of America and
especially hit the pockets and stom-
achs of the milllons in New York eity,
Philadelphia, Chicago, St. Louls and
all the blgger urban centers. Be-
cause when Mrs., Jones takes her
basket on her arm and goes to the
city market to buy supper for her
family she pays the extra price, which
is due in no small part to these
general conditions of increasing de-
mand and relatively decreasing sup-
Py,

The statements by the authgrlt!es
cited are huttressed by detalled exam-
ination of the reports of the United
States Census Bureau, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the Department
of Commerce and considerable corre-
spondence which I have had with
some of the seientists to whom refer- |
ence has been made. |

Margin of Food Exports I
Now a Narrow One |

Préf. McFall writes that we sent to |
other lands “in 1918 barely 1 per cent. |
more in value than we sent in 1900";
and in 1920, with the world's ships
coming with yawning holds, “nearly
90 per cent. of our foodstuffs exports
were offset by foodstuffs Importa-
tions,”

In the ten years ending 1899 this
ecountry annually produced of the
principal cereals on 90 per cent. of
the tillable lands 4,438,000,000 bushels.
In the ten years ending with 1908 an-
nual production was 4,612,000,000
bushels, or an increase of only 74,000~
000 bushels, or 1.7 per cent.

But the population of tha TUnited
States in 1599 was about 75,000,000
and in 1009 about 81,000,000, an In-
crease of about 16,000,000, or about 21
per cent. Population Increased twelve
and a half times ns fast as cereal pro-
duction increased.

In 1907 each American had as his
share of the national herds about five-
gixths of one head of cattle. In 1911
that per capita share was about four-
gixths, and in 1914, the yvear the great
war began, had the herds been cut up
into steaks, roasts and stews each
American would have had as his ehare
only a trifie more than three-sixths of
one head of cattle,

The amount of cotton grown on an
average acre increased only less than
3 per cent. from 1870 to 1913, and even
then the per acre crop averaged only
176.6 pounds, yet a young man went
down into Misslssippi, adopted inten-
sive tillage and fertilization and got
more than two bales, or about 1,000
pounds, from each acre. Tobacco in-
creased in per acre yleld only 8 per
cent, from 1879 to 1913,

Yield Percentages Far |
Greater in Europe !

England has been raising 210 |
bushels of potatoes to the acre and
Germany 200.7 on the average, while
the United States has grown an aver-
age of only 51.4 bushels up to 1800
and 96.5 up to 1813, European wheat
yields run, in the well organized coun-
tries, normally twice as much as in
the United States, with Its marvel-

Iperfectim: mechanieal devices for the

ously rich, young and broad prairies
and fertlle valleys. X

Our wheat average to the acre “in
1861 was only 15.3 bushels, In 1806 12.4
bushels, and in 1914 only 16.6 bushels,
Corn averige per acre In 1866 was
25.2 bughels, In 1914 only 25.8 bushels,
or an Increrss of half a bushel to the
acre in 48 years,

Nor might any one get around the
distressing significance of these facts |
by suggesting bad crop years, The

gures here glven are actually rep-
regentative and involve that brilllant

It wos preclsely that very golng
westward to take up new lands, virgin
rich, in successive strips of area,
which apparently lay at the base of
the utter fallure of Amerlean agricul-
ture to achleve genulne efficiency—
hard word perhaps, but cool truth.

In other words, the era of the per-
fectlon of agricultural machinery and
tractors has not wrought out any
actual efficlency in per acre lncreases
of foodstuffs,

Even theen newer regions are al-
ready In the dumps of non-efficient
lowered ylelds to the acre, for by the

era in American agriculture of the last
century, when the homesecker sung|

| with glad acclalm that “Uncle Sam

was rich enough to give us all a|
farm.” |

That was a “trek" which perhaps |
was unequiled in history., Ac the |

familles, sometimes entire nelghbor-
hoods, took to the westward tralls,
Ruts were worn deeply In unsurveyed
highways that led to the new Fl
Dorado, where the golden graln wealth
of the apparently boundless new home-
lands awaited the settler. The Govern-
ment opened its treasure store of land
titlea and virtually gave away the
homesteads.

Tens of thousands from each East-
ern State, literally milllons of forelgn
birth—all, indeed, who wished for a
home site from which to mine the
grain gold which Nature had deposited
in the solls, might get what he wanted
from a liberal Government, Reglons
of 10,000 aquare mliles, practically
every rood of which might be culti-
vated as a rose garden, wers occupled
almost over night. Territorles sprang
quickly into Statehood. Cities arose
ina moon'scycle. Indians were pressed
backward from thelr land herltage.
Soclety was organlzed with a celerity
never before equaled, with law and
order supreme—for this trek of the
grain gold miners was not by wild,
disorderly elements, It was of the best
blood and brain of the older East, col-
lege men and cultured women, artisans
unexcelled, farmers taught In the hard
school of the farm lands that rimmed
the “stern and rockbound coast” of
the North Atlantie, or with sensitive-
ness feeling the slight “pressure of
population” because mavhap settle-
ments had begun less than 100 miles
away from thelr former homes in the
east Mid-West,

Meanwhile, American genlus was
sowing, plowing and reaping of grains,
The Age of Steel was beginning bril-
linntly, and the utilization of the prod-
ucts of this Age of Steel by the new
western farmers was not less brilllact,
in so far as concerned the mere tak-
ing of the food values out from the
richly endowed food lands. None
thought of replenlshing the soils. It
was take, take, and never glve back,
that there be permanency of the grain
gold wealth.

census reports North Dakota, which
only yesterday, spenking natlonwide,
wias an uncbnquered area of lands
rich in natural foodstuffs values, pro-
duced only 116,751,886 bushels of
wheat in 1508 from §,188,782 acres,
or an average of only fourteen and &

{ prairiea and through the valleys W{:g]" quarter bushels, when North Dakota

was “booming”, the average an acre
being only about seven bushels in 1919,

Qur Sales of Beef Abroad
Show Heavy Falling Of

Prof. MeFall has made a table
which shows that our sales abroad of
beet rising to a maximum of more
than a blllion pounds In" the years
from and Including 1904 to 1007 fell
steadily until in 1914 there was an
actual deficit of 300,000,000 pounds,
and that, although the war stress then
lifted heef exports to 45,000,000 in 1915
and 250,000,000 in 1916 until 700,000,
000 pounds was exported in 1918, the
sales to other peoples fast fell off
again to 271,000,000 pounds fp 1919 to
130,000,000 in 1020, to 41,000,000 in 1021
and for the six months ended June,
1822, the latest complete figures avall-
able, beef exports were only 16,168,021
pounds, or at the rate of about 32,-
300,000 pounds for twelve months,

Every additlonal fact drives deeper
the nail of truth., For instapce, the
wheat exports from the Unlted States
in 1873 were 35.8 per cent. of the total
crop, in 1501, the first year after this
century hegan, it had fallen to 38 per
cent, and In 1913, which was the lust
full pre-war year and a prosperous
one, we sold to foreign countries only
13 per cent. of the natlonal wheat
erop.

Prof. McFall bolls down the matter
to the cool fact that the people of the
United States mlist cease the attitude
of expecting to go on westwardly to

obtain new sources of food wealth, forf
| gal Germans, the ecareful farmers of

wo have marched westward until the
shores of
golng further, and our virgin lands,
by and large, have all been talken up
by the settlers

To justify his contentions, T made a
careful examination of the Govern-
ment returns on farm areas, and ob-
tnined disquieting confirmation of the
Massachusetts authority, Back in 1850
Uncle Sarn possessed about 1,500,000
farms averaging each 210 acres. The
romantle westward ‘march of the set-
tlers was then taking place, to the

the Pacifie estop us from |

| valleys, brousht with them

fertile lands of Minnesotd, Wisconsin,
Iowa and other Btates. So that in ten |
years after 1860 the farms {ncreased
41 per cemt., or 085,000 new units of
foodstuffs production opened up in ten
yvonrs, Then, in the next ten vears,
615,000 more were opened, an increase
of the 80 per cent., up to 1870, |

But it was In the decade from 1370
to 1880 that the most brilliant Western |
conquest took place, when in that ten |
vears 1,349,000 new farms were added, |
or almost exactly 60 per cent. increass, |

Of a sudden, the rate of Increase of |
farms began to decline. In the ten |
yvears after 1880, the Increase was only |
14 per cent.; in the next ten years it
was 25 per cent.; in the following dec-
ade [t was 10 per cent,, and that car-
rled us up to 1810,

But then the bottom dropped out.
For this country opened up only §§.-
009 new farms from 1910 to 1520, an
increase of 1.4 per cent,

Read the flgures another way, lest
some fear that it be a case of "figures
cannot lie, but liars can fgure.," Tncle
Samuel Increased the number of his
farms throughout all of these decades;
but at the same time he decreased the
average number of acres which he
maintalned in each farm; so thmt,
whereas In 1830 it was 210, In 1920 the
average farm had In it only 140 acres.

That would have been fine had our
Uncle S8amuel, while reducing the area
of each average form, Increased the
quantity of foodstuffa taken from each
average acre. But he did not. As
already shown the per acre foodstuffs
harvested remalned practically the
same as in the early years.

The Immigrant was all these vears|
coming from Europe, whers, tnughtl
by the food pinch of generatlons, he |
and his ancestors before him had com- |
pelled the land to yleld him just as
generously as he might make it. Ar-
riving in thlas dountry apparently he
discarded every lesson of hilstoryv—a
history which teemed with wars fought |
in Europe over the scramble to fill tlw|
nationa!  bread baskets, In other
words, these immigrants fustifled the
acld lrony of some one who wrote that
“The only leason ever learned from
history is that no ona ever learned any-
thing from hlstory.”

Nothing Put Back
Into Overworked Soil
The thrifty Scandinavians, the fru-

dozen European lands, came here,
helped to settle the great prairies and
tha es-
sence of agricultural efMclency, in-
gralned throughout the past centuries
in the .mother countries, and then lost
their economle heads, robbing the soils |
of thelr natura) foodstuffs values and |
putting back Into the lands virtually |
nothing to malntain the balance which
they should have kept in the bank of |
nature,

Likewise, the American settler, leav-

ing the mores frugal Atlantic Stotas,
and golng to take up virgin lands in
tlis Western States, pald no lheed to
the ordinary economlo considerations

| Which lay at the base of Intelligent

procedure in malntalning production
of foodstuffs—that there must be put
back in equal quantity as you take
out; else, shortly, thers will not be
anything left to take out.

Uncle Samuel, In his collectiva na-
tional capacity, was indulging in an
orgy of expending the vital energles
of the foodstuffs lands, going out to
new lands for additional food, rather
than striving to attaln that efficlency
of per acre productlon which hg should
have attalned; but abandoneg, In a
measure, the farms in the East, nearer
to the Llig markets, ralsing his food
crops on the lands further to the
Weat, whence the food must Lo con-
veyed In Jarge measure to supply the
Enasatern demand.

Tho result has besn that, as cited by
Prof. McFall and the other authorities,
the United States conatantly fell off in
its net return from other peoples in

Growth of Importations
of Soil Products Rapid

the international food markots,

The Increases Iin importations of all
soll products, for food and Industrial
uses, was rapld. In 1811 the tmporta-
tions of hides and skinsg wers 374.-
000,000 mounds, in 1013 572,000,000
pounds. In 1918 we bought 114,000,000
pounds of eotton, and of other flbers,
soll produced between 800,000 and
400,000 tons, or from 600,000,000 to
800,000,000 pounds.

Imported wools, hides, skins and
fibers in 1913 totaled about 1,600.-
000,000 pounds; foreign fruits bought
by this country amounted to about
700,000,000 pounds; nuts, 125,000,000
pounds; rice and seeds, 250,000,000
pounds; eggs, 18,000,000, buying from
so0 far away as China; butter, 1,.-
150,000 pounds from Canada and Eu-
rope; cheese, 47,000,000 pounds; cream,
2,650,000 gallons, and so on for many
foodstuffs not regarded by some per-
son8 a8 so signifieant.

But for basic foodstuffs, such as
sugar, coffee, tea, cocoa, chocolate,
grains and other genuinely basic food

| commpodities, which are essential to

the maintaininggof the American table,
tha purchases from forelgn lands were
enough to make up the immense totals
cited by Prof. McFall and others,
Besldes, had thera been no actual

United States would be compelled to
tace the fact that something radically
different must transpire from the
course of events ugricultural as to
production, handling on the farma and
distribution to the marlets.

Prot. McoFall, Prof. East, Dr. But-
terfleld and the other sclentists heremn
cited are not city critics of the bu-
colle workers, sitting In easy chairs
and talking at long and ignorant
range about the ghortcomings of their
country brethren. Indeed, they are |
| constandly in touch, professionally and |
of thelr own lUfe work interest, with |
| the country producers of foodstuffs, |
| Inboring sympathetically with them to |
devige wnys and means whereby the |
farm owner and worker may, first, at- |
taln sound prosperity and, second, |
achieve that technique of farm opera- |
tion which will enable economic activ-
ity. They are, in fact, fellow workers
with the American farmers,

Prof. East thus sums up the whole |
situation, at the same time suggesting
remedies: |

“Human genius is not doing for
agriculture just what our economists
seem to think., The Industrialization
of the Cauncasian world, which has
gone on at such a rapld pace during
the past fifty years, hag provided for
more people, it 18 true.

“In faect, population {increase, though
rapidly rizing, hns not really caught
up yet with the inerease of production
made possible by the multiplication of
mechanical inventions, But why hns
this come about? There s one reason,
and only one reason, for the sltuation.

“We have had naw reserves of lands
to draw upon. Meachanical Inventions
simply made it possible for a given
unit of man power to cnltivate more
Iand and to distribute ita products
more rapldly and equitably.

“But, with tha exception of the
credit to be glven to mechanlcal pro-
duetion of chemienl fertilizers, thus
far negligible in a world'a sense, the |
age of steel has not alded agriculture |
one lota wher computation ls made |
on (land) unit area.

In other words, the provisions John
Doe ralses on his hundred acrsa farm
have not been increased hecauss of
traction plows and steam tractors.
But John Dos has had cheap land
avallable and has been ahble to culti-
yats more of it than he could by the
old hand method. Tields an acre were
actually decreased,

American Farmer Must
Increase Yield Per Acre

“What will happen when the new |
land gives out? It is giving out—giv- |
ing out rapldly. Well, the result will |
be simply this: The machine farmer|
will give way to the hand farmer, |
Tha Amerlean will cultivate his land
with more man power in hls efrm'tal
and approach the Buropean standard
of food production from a given land |
area. He will get greater yields on |
i given acre, evefl as the European
| farmer gets greater vields, but the

|

| ing, and of distribution;

“European agriculture, on the othes
hand, has been experiencing the pain
of ‘diminishing returns.’ Year by year
they have faced the neceasily of get-
ting more out of their lands, They
have succeeded remarkably well, but
only because they have put more man
power, more toll, (nto thir work.

“Wa are now entering the era of
diminishing returns a persorr in this
country.”

Frederick J. Naosh, who says he
learned more sitting on the end of &
log with the great Mark Hopkins,
president of Willlams College, than
from all the books he ever perused,
adds to this foodstulfs discussion:

“Your contention {s not only correct
but timely when you urge the Ameri-
can people to glve heed that they keep
full thelr national bread basket, and
when you warn them that so long as
current food production methods be

| employed the quantity of food avall-

able for each American will steadily
decrease,

“Still another thing I8 true: The
continuance of these methods will
malke It possible for the prices of food-
stuffa to fatl. Thers must be attention
to efliciency of tillage, of farm hand-
for’ Iin the
first thers {sa woful lack of economic
operation and adequate agricultural
sclence; and in the other two occur
wiastes to canse the true economist to
weep,

“However, another element enters
into the situation that will not be de-
nied. And that i=s fertillzation of the
lands. We must put back into the
gofls if we are to take out from the
solls. Wea must replenizh the lands
with the food on which plant lifa sub-
sists, and that we have not done at all
adequately. I wish not to ba over
severe, but I venture the assertion that
not one person in twenty who has to
do with the subject knows the sclen-
tiflc essence of the progess of fertil-
izing pgricultural soils. As a people,
wo eghall have to learn how to fertilize,
a8 the Turopean peoples have been
forced to learn it in the hard school of
vast populations seeking to exist on
restricted arcas of farmiands,

“0Our era of restricted—relatively re-
stricted—farmlands is at hand, It will
be the next phasa of national eco-
nomiec study and Improvement. Tha
day of easy food getting has passed.
Henece, we ghall have, as a people and
as a Government, to go at this prob-
lem, and ses to [t that the nation
arouses to keen reallzation of the eco-
nomic and social gravity of the thing
we face:

“A permanent pinch of food scarcity,
with its con=equent lowering of the
standard of lUving, and the colnciden-
tal narrowing of the scope of national
vision.”

M? Nash, who has devoted his 1fe
to s=clentifie studying of foodstuffs
problems, concludes with the assertion
that the anolent Chiness system of
ngriculture has for centuries main-
tained that enormous population, pro-

figures of importatlons given, the logic | nep caplta will sink slowly downward. | viding most of the food consumed

of the foodstuffs situation would have

“So few persons appreciate that the

there, by regularly returning to the

worked out, by pure reasoning, that,| mnglish and German yields of wheat | #olls the chemical constituents taken
(1) with population Increasing from | znq potatoes are so high and those of | out by growing plants, the potash, ni-

12 to 20 per cent. in each decade, (2)
land areas added to farmlands sud-
denly ceasing to increase significantly
and (3) the quantity of food taken
from an average acre of land remain-
ing about statlonary, it was Inevitable
that eventually the people of the

the United States are so low because |
| the United States has had new lands
| to exploit. The country has been In

| the era of ‘Increasing returns' when |

| shallow plowing, incomplets cultiva-
tlon and other cheap
[ methods would yield a fair profit. |

trates and phosphates, These, he be-
lleves, may be found In the United
States In sufflclent quantities by find-
ing how to got peat and kelp togother.
For, he asserts, peat and kelp contain

extensive | those elements in almost {deal propor-

tions.

SEA AND LAND
ATTACK FAILED

Mistakes of the last two years of the
war are pointed out in this, the sixth
and final installment of Tur New York
HunrarLp's (ranslation of the sensational
German book, Capt. H, Ritter's “Re-

vicw of the World War,"
L1}
- S man Us-boat wir secured re-
sults which brought about
the most serlous conditlions In Eng-
land since the outbreak of the war.
No effective way of defense had yet
been found, and England's very ex-
istoence was placed In jeopardy. Also
transportation of the Amerlcan army
had to bo rendered safe. Bo the En-
tente was faced with the necessity of
tuking the German submarine bases
on the Flanders coast in order to con-
quer the German U-boat danger. In
that Great Britain had a still more
vital interest than France. The Eng-
lish attacked.

“The direction of thelr attack from
the Ypres sector was exposed to flank
nttacks of the Germans on the platenn
of Messines. Therefore the British
offensive could not be undertaken ns
long as the German front nose, known
as the Wytschaetebogen, wias not in
the possession of the enemy. Toavold
the terrible s=acrifices of Sstorming
“hose strong positions the English re-
rorted to mine warfare. The Fourth
German army cemalned on the pow-
der mngazine, which was blown up on
June 7, 1017, and the German [(ront
line trenches destroyed, The advance
of the enemy could not be prevented.
The enemy was satisfied with the
enpture of the Messines.Wytschaotes-
bogen plateaux.

“After long and extremely powerful
artillery preparations the English
opened on July 31 the battle of Flan-
&prs, which, with one interruption,
lasted untll November., The British
bradee through the German front lines,
but wers unable to take the German
fortifications bacleof the front owing
to the heroic resistance and qulck
measures of the Fourth German army,

“The battle of Flanders caused both
partles immense losses, which were
heavier on the German side than on
the allled becauss the latter had nu-
merical superlority, While the Eng-
lsh did not succeed In conguering the
German U-boat base on the Flanders
coast, they had won the strateglcally
important platean of Mensines and
Wytschactebogen,

“An attack the French undertook
onn October 22 on the so-called Iaf-
taaux corner resultéd in the retreat of
wae German forces, behind the Olse
Cana] and the Allette.

“In the battle of Cambrai the Fng-
ltsh attacked without any artillery
preparation and created, by the use
of tanke, breaka in the German lines,
through which thelr Infantry ad-
vanoed. In that they succeeded,
thereby proving that the tank was the
ideal weapon to make a ate

+ advance
INCE February, 1917, the Ger- |

tack. But they made a gerlous blunder
when they sent only relatively small
Infantry forces against the German
lines, Otherwise they could have
croased the Bchelde Canal and brought
disaster to the German armies. As
matters stood their tanks could not

UNITED LUTHERANS IN CONVENTION
HOPE TO SETTLE IMPORTANT QUESTIONS

L

SOME OF THE LEADERS WHO WILL BE AT BUFFALO ON TUESDAY

J

further than the Schelde
Canal. British eavalry which rode into
the city of Cambral was not followed
by infantry, and Cambrai could be oc- |
cupled by German Infantry that was
hurried from other parts of the front
to eloge the Cambral gap. |

“On March 21 the flower of the|
Gérman army attacked to break
through the lines of the enemy be-
tween Crolsilles and 8t, Quentin, The
first German offenslve wias unsuccess- |
ful. After it had falled and caused
great losses unother offensive was |
utarted on April § on the front near
Hazebrouck in an attempt to reach
Calais. That attack was at first sur-
prisingly snccessful, but was ‘halted
later.

“On May 27 the Seventh German
army between Anlzy le Cateau and
Berry-au-Bac opened an attack on the
enemy which was crowned with great |
initlal success. Chemin des Dames
was stormed, and the Vesle was|
crossed as early as on the second day
of the operations. But in the direction
of Complegne and Epernay the Ger-
man advance was halted.

“The Reima offensive, according to
the plans of the German High Com-
mand, was to be opened by the Seventh
German Army, which was expected to
advance from the Jaulgonne-Courmas
line in southeasterly directlon on both
sldes of the Marne to Epernay, while
the First and Third German armies
were to start from the Prunay-Tahure
Hine and cross the Marne between
Epernay and Chalons. If those orders
ceuld ba executed the ailied forces he-
tween Heims and Epernay would have
been surrounded ..nd probably forced
to surrender.

“The Allies wern Informed of that
plan when a eaptain of engineers of
the Beventh Cerman Army, while re-
connoltering on the Marne, was made
prisoner, and when “questioned gave
away the secret. Marshal Foch made
ready for a counter-attack.

"On July 1 the Clerman offensive
bognn east and west of Relms, but
was goon stopped, As soon as August
16 the First and Third armies were
ordered to break off the engagement.

“On August 18 Marshal Foch at-
tacked the German ‘bag' protruding as
fur gouth as Chatean Thierry and Dor- :
mans by a forceful thrust near Villers |
Cotterats, Numerous tanks—unno- |
ticed by the Germana because they |
ndvanced through wheat felds—up-
peared suddenly In the German front |
linest. The whole of the German front
between fthe Alsne and Clignon Creelk |
was shattered in a few hours. But|

“On necount of the heavy losses suf-
fered In the Reims offensive the Cer-
man High Command had to give up
the scheduled offensive In Flanders.
That was the beginnlng of the end.”
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HE third blennial convention of [lega In South Indla. The forelgn mis- scals experiments ia the direction of | Sunday school open throughout the

the United Lutheran Church In

America which will be held In
Holy Trinity Church, Huffalo, for ten
days, beginning Tuesday, October 17,
will be one of the most Important re-
liglous meetings in the United States
this year, This Is because the young-
est of the great merged denomina-
tional bodles has bafore It the solutien
of problems of sufficient Importance
to enliat the interest of church mem-
bers throughout the Unlted States,

The most outsatanding of these is the
exact relation of this Lutheran body to
the Federal Councll of Churchea, and
n declslon ss to whether the present
“gonsultative relatlonship” shail be
continued or full membership substi-
tuted for It. A slmilor decision regard-
Ing the world conference on falth and
order and the universal conference on
lHfe and work, and involving a state-
ment of the future of lh"l
Lautherans toward such interdeniomina- |
tional movements must be reached by |
the delegates,

Tha second problem whose solutlon
will be watched with keen Interest in

whether the United Lutheran (murch,l
through Its forelgn mission board will |

policy

glon board belleves that it should; the
executive board disagrees,
matter of International relatlonship to

the United Lutheran Church tn Amer-
lea and the national Lutheran Church
of Hungary for thes Interchange of
visiting pnstors and ofMicers, and a
similar proposed arrangement with the
Lattheran Church of Cmecho-Slovakia,

The delegutes to the convention, of

represent every district syvnod

| many congregntions, distributed over
| forty States of the Unlon and six prove-

Incea of Canada.

Church’s g.000 Congregations
Have 1,250,000 Members
The United Lutheran Church In
Ameriea, which now compriseg 4,000
congregations composed of 1,260,000
mombers and grouped Into thirty-six
district synods, yras organized through
tha merger at tha Enginesrs Bulld-
ing. New York elty, in 1918 of three
great Lautheran bodiea—tha
Councll, the CGoneral Eynod and the
United 8ynod of the South, After four
venras of growth it comprisea at the
present tima one-third of all Luther-

General

come before the convention will be tha |
confirming of an agreement between |

| whom there will be more than 1,000, |
and |

Funited Chelstianity.
Another |

The officers of the organization for
the blennium just pnssed are: Presi-
dent, Dr. I¥, I1. Knubel, for twenty-two
years pastor of the Church of the

entlra twelve months and to advoeats
the use of the Bible In clnzs work in
ull grades above the primary, thereby
eliminating the lesson quarterly ex-
coept for referonce purposes.

Atonement, 146th street and Idge- The hoard's plan of week Aay re-
comba avenue, Now York; Secretary, | ligious Instruction ta based upon the
Dr. M. G. Q. Scherer, formerly of |work of Dr. G. U, Wenner, pastor of
Charleston, 8. C., mpresenting the | Christ Chureh, New York, who for
I'nited Synod of the South; Treas- | more than two decades has conducted
urer, . Clarcence Miller of Philadel- | such a school for the chlldren of hile
phia, one of the two laymen who were | parish, After asking that all congre-
responsible In the first place for the  gatlons establish such schools the
organizlng of the United Church, and | board further states: “The plan to
SBtatisticlan, the Iev, G. 1. Kieffer,  gather Information eoncerning re-
New York, who holds n like position | ligious educational work In Hurope Ia
In the Natlonnl Lutheran Counell Iihdnrxtd. and tho board s urged In
During the twe years that have | every way possible to further the
clapsed since the last conventlon eof | standardization and uniformity of our
the United Luthernn Church the Par- | Lutheran parish schools through cor-
15h and Chureh School Doard has been | respondence and eooperation with edu-
vary active In the preparation of | cators and authoritles In other coun-
courses of study for SBunday wschools | trien"
and woek day religlons schools, which, | Union Christian College
meeling for a brief sesslon at the | .
cloge af the publie school day, Instructs | For India to Be Decided
the ehildren of the congregation In the Whether or not the Lutherans will
printiples of Luther's faith Mare | join with the Church of England and
than forty Sunday school I'-'I'-'|]!'|I].ﬂ:'I”-"N in the India mission fell to
are being published by the board, one | establlsh a union Christian college is
| of whi h, Lutheran Young Folls, haws | to bo dectded at this conventlon. The
A weekly ciroulation of more than 80,- | Hoard of Forelgn Missions urgea It,
000, Efforta are belng made at the [while the executive board of tha
present time to  provide lterature | chureh has refused to assume the re-

| other than English

for tha CGerman

ans in the United States, The merged | and Slav Bunday schools,

organization, which has shown re-

Among other recommendations the |
unita with the Churoh of Fngland in | markable progress thus far, constl- | loard will ask the convention to nrge |

sponaibility,

A slgnificant recommendation s that
in the report of the Poard of Minis-
terinl Rellef an endowment of at least

support of a great unlon Christian col- tutes one of the first succhmsful large cvery Lulberan church to keep the | £3,000,000 ts to be raised
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Speclal Cable to Tue New Yomx Teraro.
Loxpox, Oct, 14,
HE aftermath of the great war
I {s truly a harvest of death for
many Christian peoples.
infernal tragedy In the Near East is
beyond all description, evan imagina- |
| tion, as regards those many hundreds
:u! thousands of terror stricken ref-
| ugees from Asia Minor and Thrace
who fled from the pursulng Turks and |
| even now have no security, no place
where they may rest. Already many
have died from hunger and exhaus-
tlon. Winter, with added mieeries,
comes apace upon them; pestilence has
Lroken out among them.
Constantinople was no longer a sanc-
tuary for Christlan men and women
atiff with fear of Turk massacres.
Christian minorities In Thrace, of
whom there are 500,000 Greeks and
Armenians, began to cross the Moritea
River, where once In 1012 1 stood with
King Ferdinand of Bulgarin, that nid
elephant, who took my arm
waved his stick to the far horizon and
sald: “The soldiars have chased the
old Turk out of his Iast lair In
EBurope.”
But the Turk was coming back
| again to that River Maritza, which
many times ran red with blood whan
the armies of Islam passed that way
Greek and Armenian refugees, with
fainting women and starved children, |
have been trying to get to the a.‘tff—:-l
#ide of Ita boundary, but those very
Bulgarians who marched agrinst the
Turk in 1912 have barred thea way to
thess miserable hordes of Grecks, |
They will not allow entry of the fam- |
ine and fever atricken mobs of fal-

fow Christlans intso Bulgaria, whern |
thera {8 not much surplus food and
no love of Groelkes and Armenians, The
plight of thesa peopls ealls out the
charity of all Christlan npations for
protoction and food

Cma man has emerged in France with |
rapid fame in this crisls, not unilke |

ILiloyd George's In some of his char-|
nctaristica, but utterly opposite In po-
{deas, That In Boulllon, the
French adviser of Mustapha Kemal, |
leader of the pro-Turk policy in Francs. |
| When I first met that man befors the
| war he was of no account in French
polities, and was laughed at na an ec-

entirie fellow, rather buffoon, by |
sorfous men of his own nation

Spenking FEngllsh, a lbaral of the
wdvanced school who came fo Parls
for politieal knowledge, he was the-
orotically a Sociallst dabbling In fourn
with Ymimenso welf assurance
and n great gift of glib talk, he pushed
himeelf into prominencs and was sud-
denly entrusted by Polneare with a
misslon to the Turks of Angora when
the French prime minister was an- |
gored by Lioyd George's pro.Greak |
| poliey.
Boaufllon mada that separate treaty

with Kemal, which was a severe blow |

Htical

n

nlism,

GIBBS URGES
AMERICAN AID

i By SIR PHILIP GIBBS.

|to the entente cordiale between Eng-

land and France, a complete violation
of al] pledges for common action. From
that moment the Turks organized thelr
armed strength and saw a suprems
chance for undoing the defeat of the

|great war by this disunjon between
victors, Boulllon’s nction was favored
in all French circles, jealous of old

England's prestige In the East, an-
gered by England’s generosity to Ger-
many, hostile to Greek power in the
Mediterranean. From that political

| &plit have followed all subsequent hap-
penings of tragedy and danger, which

the French themselves now realize.
But though Bouilllon played with fire,
this good natured, langhing, talkative
fellow must have credit for having
used his influence with Kemal on the
slda of peace when one rash shot on
elther slde threatened to create war
Great Britnin and Turkey,
ns the British people rea-
are obligations townard
writies threatened by ex-
by Moslem fanaticlsm, and
conts, whether of blood or treas-
they wiil not stand Ly and permit
hter, Engiand is sound nt
1o whatever her enemies may say
and has a tradition which she will not
forfeit now of belng the protector of
defen=eless pooples. But alone she has
not the powsr to enforcs her will and
snfeguard all those Christian minori=
ties whosa positions are so perilous in
spits of tha great assurances of the
Oreek surrender. Tha Immense and
sacred respousibllity lea upon France
to cooperate In this protectlion.
There Is another country far from
that misery, that weeping, hungry.
terrifiad world of Christian folk under
the advancing flag of Islam which
cannot wish to hide its facs from the
world as a slgn of Indifference to the

between

terminatie
5 i

at al
ire
the

fate of fellow Christians. That coun-
try is the United States of Ameriea.
I write plainly because I fool deopls

(and T say that the United States and
| its hanor as a Christlan nation are In-

volved In the Near Bastern ecisis
Great Britaln needs and counts upon
the moral support of the United States
in behalf of Christendom, which Is
belng challenged by the rise of the
Molinmmadan world England, Im-
poverished of men and money, cannot
stand nlone. The old lon's strength
lan't an It wans, though his heart is
brave

With the moral pawar of tha Amer!
ean people sha would ba sustained In

n polley of peace and justice and would
muintain the prestige of the white
raee without nesd of war, which is
abhorront ta her poopla.  The voles of
the Amerlcan people has  alresdy
apoken In sympathy with those Jdoals,

nnd Englind belleves any challenge to
world peace, any threat of widesproad
massacre among Christian  peoples
would bring the full welght of Amerl-
can diplomacy to har slda. Ta that
onptnin, 1 wonder?
Coprright, 1022, by e MaOlume News r
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