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§300 o year, also my black girl Sarrah, a
g0o0d horse, a chairs, and one-half my
dwelling-house as long as she shall remain
a4 widdow and no longer, 1 also bequeath
my Dblack boy Isaac to my eldest son
David."

William  Molenaor and Mrs. Holston
think that when Martin the First wrote
‘a chairs” he meant “a chaise.” Ome
hopes that it was so interpreted at the
time. In 1812, so many decades before
Mayor Hylan and the Transit Commission
had even begun to quarrel about transit
relief for Washington Heights, Great
Grandmother Molenaor would have found
a horse and chaise extremely convenient.
But tradition is silent about the old lady.
it only records the wastefulness of her
sons, who promptly squandered their rich
inheritance. Their acts are the basis of
the Molengor case against the present
owners of the land, for Martin the Second
held and his son Wilfred holds that under
the terms of the will they had no power to
sell any of the property; they had merely
a life interest,

Great Grandfather Molenaor, an iuex-
perienced  penman, doubtless became
weary toward the end of his long docu-
ment and imagined that he had inserted
# certain important something which he
had failed to insert. At any
the close occurs this:

“To my daughter, Catherine Gordon, the
wife of (Charles W. Gordon, I give and be-
queath my lots of ground at the corner of
Orchard and Division Streets, under the
same restriction and provisos with my
three sons already named that is all
her legacy shall descend to the heirs of
her body, and In case of deficiency of the
same it shall descend to her brothers or
their heirs.”

Here comes in the faulty construction
of the will. In foreguing sectionz be-
queathing the Washington Helghts and
Fort George property to David Willlam,
William and Dewitt Clinton, there was no
iIntimation that they were glven mercly a
life interest in the same. Such an iden
never occurred to the legatees—or stay—
perhaps it did and they resolved to have
their fling while the fiinging was good.
Anyhow they plunged forthwith into reck-
legs speculations and in no time at all
were so deep in debt that most of the prop-
erty hiad to be sold under the hammer. It
was purchased by good, old, shrewd early
settlers of upper Manhattun, such as the

rate, near

Dykeman, Lorillard and Walton families, |

who settled down on it. improved it, be-
queathed it to their descendants or sold it
and so in time it came to the hands of the
present holders,

In 1870 Martin Montrose Molenaor,- a
lusty chap of thirty-two, son of David
Willium, got to thinking one day of his
landless  state Here was he, born and
bhrought New York, where his an-
cestors had owned such wide aeres, and he
owned not a foot of ground, What right

up in

|

|
|
|

had his father to part with that propecty? |
From musing he passed to poring over the |
will of his great-grandfather. and so
lighted upon the intimation, which he read

a8 A clear command, that the Molenaor
land was not to be sold or let out of the
family Without backing and
means he went to law, entering a blanket
laim to various tracts of land estimated
m all, roughly, ot the value of $500,000,000,
and he battered away until, finally, the
ase reached the “tate Supreme Court. In
February, 1916, the case was thrown out

without |

of court in a decision handed down by
fustice Bijur, but a lttle thing ke that
had o effect on Martin or on his son,
Wilfred |

There were times in the long contest

when Martin the Second wearied a bit,

vince he Med to Colorado, where, living the |

life of
sight of the property he believed to be
hig, he tried to shake off the
NO use,
defiantly
Broadway, renewed the struggle
aver such law books as he could find in
the libraries at his command, secure in his

i ranchman, far from the tantalizing |

obsession, |
Back he cume to New York and, |
pitching his tent in the ficld on |
poring |

belief that his case would come up again, |

His old wife lived contentedly in the shack,
firm as her husband in the expectation of
untold wealth, And when old Martin beeame
ton feehle for the fight, back from Colorado
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The Best Selling Novel of the Year

THIS FREEDOM By A. S. M. Hutchinson

Not in years has a book aroused so much controversy as “This Freedom.” The book has already

been the subject of five editorials in The New York Times.

Ministers everywhere are preaching

sermons on the lessons of the story, women’s clubs are debating its thesis and the book is being
talked about wherever you go. Not only is it the most discussed book of the year, but it.is also the
best selling novel throughout the English-speaking world. :

205th Thousand. Cloth, $2.00.

Pocket Edition, flexible leather, $2.50.

PEREGRINE'S PROGRESS
By JEFFERY FARNOL

The New York Times says: “ ‘Peregriie’s Progress’ is
written in the style which admirers of “The Broad
Highway' found so charming—leisurely, detailed, col-
orful. The story breathes the very air of romance in
every word." Second Printing. $2.00

SKIPPY BEDELLE By OWEN JOHNSON

The Bostonm Tramscript says: “The story of ‘Skipps
Bedelle’ is one with which any man or woman, boy
or girl can spend a most delightful hour.”

The New York Times says: “‘Anyone with a sense of
humor will find it entertaining, for Mr. Johnson has
made it quite as deliciously funny as were his previous
Lawrenceville tales.” $1.7%

THE MAN WHO LIVED IN A SHOE

By HENRY JAMES FORMAN

H. G. Wells says: * “The Man Who Lived in a Shoe’
filled some hours with very great interest and delight.”

May Sinclair says: * *The Man Who Lived in a Shoe’
gave me great pleasure.” Third Printing. $1.90

1492 By MARY JOHNSTON

The New York Tribune says: * ‘1492' is by odds the
best book Mary Johnston has yet written. . .

This is a work of imagination, which is to say, it is
touched with genius. . . . To read such a book
is to be sensibly enriched.” Second Printing. $2.50

ENRICO CARUSO By PIERRE V. R. KEY

In collaboration with Bruno Zirato
Every opera-goer will want a copy of this biography
of the world-famous tenor, which gas been authorized
and endorsed by Mrs. Caruso.

The New York Times calls st “*The first adequate record
of his extraordinary life.” [Nustrated. £5.00

THE CHARM OF THE MIDDLE KINGDOM

THE PUPPET SHOW OF MEMORY

By MAURICE BARING

The Philadelphia Public Ledger says: ** Readers interested
in literature, drama, music, travel, in autobiography,
sim Tr and modestly toid, will find this a fascinating
b()ﬂi" Fourth Printing. $5.00

THE NEW AIR WORLD: The Science of

Meteorology Simplified
By WILLIS LUTHER MOORE, Sec.D.,LL.D.

The author, a professor of meteorology at George
Waszhington University, who was for eighteen years
chief of the weather bureau at Washington, tells in
plain language how to forecast the weather. His book
will enable any intelligent person to become weather-
wise, Illustrations and charts £3.00

THE REAL TSARITSA
By MADAME LILI DEHN

The New York Herald says: “There can be little ques
tion of the value of this book, not only as a document
in the controversy concerning the character of the
Tsaritsa, but as historical data.” $3.50

REPRESENTATIVE. ONEACT PLAYS BY

CONTINENTAL AUTHORS

Selected by MONTROSE J. MOSES
This is a companion vplume to Mayorga’s “Represen-
tative One-Act Plays by American Authors,” and
Clark’s ““Representative One-Act Plays by British
and Irish Authors.” £3.00

LITTLE WOMEN: or Meg, Jo, Beth and Amy
By LOUISA M. ALCOTT

This new popular illustrated edition, with new type,
good margins and eight beautiful colored illustrations
by Jessic Willcox Smith, is the most attractive ever
published. Second Printing. $1.50

THE LOG-CABIN LADY

By JAMES REID MARSH

This delightful gift book is packed full of intimate
glimpses of Chinese life—of 15 homes and gardens,
its customs, its charm of scenery, its beautiful, elusive
women, and its romance. With numerous illustra-

tions. £3.00

AN ANONYMOUS AUTOBIOGRAPHY

The autobiography of an American girl, born in a log
cabin in the Northwest, who is to-day known on two
continents as a distinguished woman. This is a rare
document, and it will be an inspiration and help to
those who read it. lllustrated. 1.50
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Books

are always acceptable as Gifts, particularly at
Christmas time. We offer a wide Selection, suit-
able for every age and taste and purse, and em-
bracing the best in Poetry, Music, History, Old
Books. Rare Books, and Sets in Fine Bindings.
For Gifts other than %mlu u:;r tto;:‘k affords an
omnm. {inkth;eumg:rﬁoh;mﬁn::mcl:nd:’
Leather Goods, Stationery and Novelties.
We welcome you, and believe it will be to your
«pecial interest and benefit to visit our Stores:

Fifth Avenue and 27th St., New York City
F and Twelfth Streets, Washington, D.C.




