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-|- OSEPH BUCKLIN BISHOP in his life

v I of Charles Joseph Bonaparte cites ^
the fact that Mr. Bonaparte was a j

direct descendant of the Bonapartes of I

Corsica, having been the grandson of Je- s

c
rome Bonaparte and the grandnephew of

c
Napoleon I., Emperor of France. Jerome ^
was the youngest of Napoleon's brothers, j,
He came to America in 1803. and. marrying g
Elizabeth Patterson, daughter of William ^
Patterson of Baltimore, one of the richest g
men in this country at the time, he founded
the American branch of the Bonaparte v
family. J y

Joseph, the oldest of Napoleon's brothers, h
also came to America, arriving Ijere in v
1815 after the star of the great Corsiean t
had fallen and the romance of the beauti- ^
ful Baltimore girl had been rudely shat- 0
tered. The story of these two brothers in
America had so many elements of the un- ^
usual that it has remained through all the v
voara r.f ihiinrhlno r»«a nnmnntin in.

terest.
Mrs. A. M. W. Stirling in her story

"Dupe of Destiny" traces the ancestry of
William Patterson back through John Patterson,his father, an Irish farmer, to RobertPatterson, the stonemason known
through the genius of Sir Walter Scott
under his local appellation of "Old Mortality."It was a strange freak of fortunethat just t<Po and a half years after
"Old Mortality" had been laid to rest in a

nameless grave in the Scottish highland
that his granddaughter's marriage was

celebrated with great pomp and ceremony,
a marriage which was destined to make
her the wife of a V^ig and the sister-inlawof an emperor, which was to disturb
the imperial dreams of the greatest conquerorof modern times, cause a rupture
between a Pope and a monarch and to
raise her to a high position at European
courts and to make her conspicuous among
the remarkable women of the nineteenth

- century. »

Jerome met Miss Patterson at the fall
races near Baltimore in 1803, the year
she made her social debut, and when she
was 18. His renown had preceded him, for
he had been received with much favor by
society in New York and Philadelphia. He
was handsome, almost 19 and dressed with
line taste; a contemporary account says

''

that a striking feature of his attire at the 1

races was a magnificent gold chain. Miss v

J'atterson by her own record was dressed s

in a chamois colored gown of very scant 1

dimensions, a lace handkerchief and an

enormous hat covered with pink gauze and '

ostrich plumes.
Young Bonaparte was fascinated by her r

beauty of face and figure as well as by her ''

wit and rare intellectual gifts. She re-
11

sponded eagerly to his ^proffers of love. s

Mr. Patterson. foreseeing objections by
Napoleon to the marriage, at first forbade 11

f
the courtship and then insisted on a postponemint of the marriage until after Jeromehad pas.-ed bis nineteenth year. Miss "

Patterson settled the matter by declaring
that stu would niter be the wife of JeromeBoi.j parte for an hour than that of ^
any other man for a lifetime. t

Jerome and Miss Patterson Married. 11

A civil contract was drawn up. with,"
every precaution against its future rejec- r

tion. The religious ceremony was per- (J
formed bv the Bishop of Baltimore, Pris
mate of the Catholic Church in America,
on December 24. 1S03. A reception such 'J
as Baltimore had never seen before fol-

(
lowed. A guest, according to a contomporaryreport, said: "All the clothes worn

by the bride might have been put in my ^
pocket; her dress was of extremely tine
texture, and beneath it she wore but one

^
garment." After their marriage they vis- ^
Ited Washington and were entertained by
the French Minister. Gen. Turreau. They
extendetl their tour to Boston. Philadelgphia. New York and other cities, where ,* b

CHARLES JOSEPH BONAPARTE: HIS h

BIKE AND PPBLIC SERVICES. By S
Joseph Bucklin Bishop. Charles Scribner's fi
Sons fi

NAPOLEON FROM THE TU1LERIBS TO .
ST. HELENA. Personal recollections of
the Emperor's second mameluke and
v ilet Louis Etrienne St. Denis, known as
\If. Harpers and Brothers. 1

III MEMOIRS. Princess Caroline Murat. t<
G. P. Putnam's Sons. (1910.) .

A DIPLOMATISTS WIFE IX MANY
LANDS. By M irv Crawford Eraser Mrs. ''

Hugh Fraser). Dodd. Mead & Co. (1910.) tl

NEW YORK HERALD, fi

ince of the ]
rilllant entertainments were given in their
tonor. \ i

Nearly four months after the marriage
erome had his first word from Napoleon,
t whs an order for him to return to
"ranee and directions to the French Conul-Generalin New York to prohibit all
aptains of French vessels from receiving
in board "the young person to whom
litizen Jerome has connected himself," as

was me r 11 si (.uiitui s win uiarsnuuiu

he arrive she be suffered not to land, but
ie sent immediately back to the United
States:"
Nevertheless Jerome set sail with his
me for Lisbon in March, 1805. Mme.
Sonaparte was not permitted to land and
ler husband went alone to Paris to plead
iith his brother. They never met again;
he uncompromising pressure which Xa-
loleon put on Jerome was more than one
f his weak nature could stand. Writing
o her father of her husband, Mme. Bonaiartesaid: "We must certainly act as if
to supposed him possessed of some prinipleand honor."
She found that this supposition was un-

^
J

ounded and in October, 1805, she sailed for
he United States with her -infant son. who
ras born in England in July and whom
he named "Jerome Napoleon Bonaparte,
lapoleon did his utmost to have the mar-

iage annulled. He addressed a letter to

'ope Pius VII. requesting him to publish
bull making the marriage void. His Holiicssreturned the gold tiara which the
"mperor had sent with liis request and a

riessage informing him that careful reearchhad furnished h'm no authority for
ranting his wish. Napoleon, it is said,
iever forgave IMus for this refusal. He
ound, however, a subservient Imperial
'ouncil of State at Paris^vhich obeyed his
rders without delay or protest.

Jerome King of Westphalia.
As a reward for the desertion of his wife
eronie was made successor to the imperial
hrone in the event of Napoleon leaving
10 heir, anil in 1S07 he was created King
f Westphalia. Tn the same year he mariedPrincess Fredrira Catherine, daughter
f the King of Wurtemhurg. Three eliilrenwere born of this marriage. His
hort reign was marked by a course of
Timorality and profligacy which brought
pon him frequent rebukes from Napoleon,
le offered his American wife a residence
i Westphalia. She replied: "It is, indeed,
large kingdom, but not large enough to

lold two queens."
He came face to face with her in the

itti Gallery, Florence, in 1S22, after he
ind been bereft of all for which he had
aerificed her and when she was courted
nd feted throughout Europe and had
ained honors and admiration such as his
ricf kingship had not won. She passed
im without a word or sign of recognition,
he refused a pension of 200,000 francs
rom Jerome, but accepted one of 60.000
rom Napoleon. "T prefer to be sheltered
nder the wing of an eagle rather than
> be suspended from the hill of a goose."
Mme. Bonaparte returned to Kurope in

SI5. In that year Joseph Bonaparte came
a America. In personal appearance Joseph
ore a striking resemblance 1o Napoleon
e was, too, more trusted by ihe I'mperor
ban any '*»e of his heathers ,.nd by him

i

i
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Bonapartes in
he was created King of Naples and King
of ; pain. After the battle of Waterloo the
two brothers met at the island of Aix and
Joseph offered to take the Emperor's place.
This offer was refused. Napoleon had severaltimes said that if he was forced to
leave France he hoped to live in America
between New York and Philadelphia.

I.ouis Etienne St. Denis in his memoirs
of the Emperor says -that Napoleon was

prepared to embark for this .country on a

lugger commanded by Capt. Besson and
that lie was to he accompanied on the voyageby the Duke of Rovigo, Gen. Lallemantand himself. A family council, however,was held-«on the eve of the day set
for the embarkation and it was decided
that the Emperor should surrender himself
to the British. It is a matter of interestingspeculation what would have been the
result had he kept to his original intentionand succeeded in reaching America.

Joseph Comes to America.

Joseph under the name of M. Bouchard
boarded the brig Commerce at Royau on

July 25, 1815, and reached New York
thirty-five days later. He remained in this
city for a short time and then going to

Philadelphia lived for a while at Lansdownein Fairmount Park. He purchased
a tract of wild land on the Delaware about
two miles below Bordentown and seven

'miles below Trenton. He had the propertycleared, roads built, swamps trans-

formed into little lakes and at Point Breeze,
on a river bluff, overlooking the Delaware
Valley for miles, he built a big. rambling,
one story house. He lived at Point Breeze
t'yr fifteen years under the name of Count
de Survillier.
The first house was burned through the

carelessness of a guest and another and
better was immediately erected almost on

the same site. Princess Caroline Murat
in her memoirs says that nothing in Europecould be compared with the glorious
sunsets to be seen from Point Breeze. She
describes the house as being in the style
of an Italian villa with a flat terraced roof
overlooking the parks and woods. At the
end of a large marble entrance hall was a

wide staircase.the steps broad and low,
as the Count was in delicate health and
no longer young.and on each side receptionrooms and a picture gallery with per-
haps the finest collection of old masters in
America.
There were, too, underground passages

and tunnnels with openings on the river
bank. These were the subject of much
mysterious speculation by Joseph's neighbors.By some there were believed to lie
prepared for the arrival of Napoleon ayd
by others as places of safe retreat in case

Spanish desperadoes came to recover the
crown jewels of Spain, which it was said
Joseph had concealed at I'oint Breeze.

Of the existence of the jewels there was,
perhaps, no doubt, for Joseph is said to
nave onuwni 10 some 01 nis vonncianis
handfuls of unmounted precious stones,
sword handles studded with sapphires and
rubies, diamond tiaras and heavily jeweled
pieces apparently wrenched from some

larger ornaments. Rut the mysterious
schooner bearing the great Corsican did
not come and. so far as Joseph's neighbors
knew, the dreaded Spaniards never put in
an appearance. i

Life at the home of these American
Bonapartes seems to have been extremely
pleasant. We have testimony to this ef-
feet from Princess Murat and Mary CrawfordFraser (Mrs. Hugh Fraser). who had
either enjoyt-d the hospitality of Point
Breeze or had been told of it by memliers

1922. 3_

America
of their families. Many distinguished
Americans were guests of Joseph Bona
parte, among them Clay, Wel>ster, the
Adamses and Gen. Scott. Lafayette
stopped over at Point Breeze when he
passed through Bordentown and Louis
Napoleon, afterward Napoleon III., found
a haven there when he was in AmericaJoseph'stwo daughters, Zenaide and
Charlotte, to whom St. Denis refers as

Napoleon's favorite neices, lived with him
at Point Breeze. Zenaide and her husband.
Prince Charles, the ornithologist, remained *

in America even after Jioseph went back
to Europe. Charlotte returned to France
and married a brother of Napoleon 111.
Queen Marie, on account of her ill health,
did not come to America but remained
alone in Italy until she was joined by her
husband in 1832.

Lucien Murat's Marriage.
Another member of the Bonap;irte householdwas Prince Lucien Murat, son of

Joachim Murat, King of Naples, and Joseph'snephew. He kept his uncle busy
meeting his expenses ana standing on ins

creditors'? According to the stories told of
him, he got credit where he could and
borrowed from whom ever would make him
a loan. An old account, bearing the date
of July 2, 1821, which is still preserved by
the descendants of a Bordentown storekeeper,have several entries similar to this
one: "Lucien Murat, to money I let him
have, $30."
One day the gay, irresponsible young

man drove out toward Trenton with the
beautiful Georgian Fraser, an heiress of
Bordontown. When they came back he
announced that they had been married.
Joseph sighed, "Whom he ma ivies must

support him. I am through." The bright,
clear brained American girl undertook the
task and fulfilled it successfully as long
as they remained in America by conductinga school for young women. They went
to Europe later, and a line of socially
prominent people are proud to refar to this
American girl as a strong, steadying in-
fluence in their family history.
In February, 1S22, young Jerome Napoleon,then a youth of almost 18, visited his

uncle Joseph at his Philadelphia home. He
had come at the urging of his mother, who
had conceived the plan of a marriage betweenher son and Charlotte, the youngest
of Joseph's daughters. It was thought that
Joseph himself favored the mat h. but
Jerome received so little encouragement
from his uncle that he wrote to his mother
of his reception, and the project was

dropped. This was one of the few times
that members of the two Bonaparte familiesin America ever met.
When Joseph Bonaparte sailed from New

York for Kurope in July, 1S32, liordentown
deeply regretted his departure. His presencewas felt to have been a public blessing;he greatly increased the prosperity
of the town, and he carried its name
wherever that of St. Helena was known.
There was great rejoicing when he came

back five years later.
But in 1839 lie left Bordentown again for

Kngland, a much older looking and a much
mnrn liri»L*r»n man Ha nrnmiootl tn t-ptnvn

but he died in Italy, July 27, 1841. His
grandchild, a son of Zenaide, lived at Bordentownuntil he was 25. He inherited the
American property of his grandfather.
Point Breeze has passed from him through
several ownerships. There remain now

few traces of its former beauty.
An Unreconciled Heroine.

Mme. Bonaparte returned to America In
the early '30s after a brilliant career of
almost fifteen years in Kurope. Her positionwas unique and was held by reason
of her l>eauty, charm and the romance of
her life: "She was a person apart, a queen
uncrowned, incognito, but still a queen."
She was never reconciled to the part which
she was forced to nlav: "The Kmnei-or
hurled me back to what I hated most,
olmcurity."
Her son had chosen to remain In America.

ITe was graduated with honor from Harvardin 1826. Three years later he married
a Baltimore grirl. Miss Susan May Williams.
Congratulations came from all members of
the Bonaparte family, hut none from his
mother. She was unable to re< .ncile herselfto the marriage, says Mr. Bishop. In
1861 she established herself in her native

CoHtimird nn Pnftr Sri'rn.


