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The Romance of the Bonapartes in America

By LOUIS A. SPRINGER.

OSEPH BUCKLIN BISHOP in his life
X l of Charles Joseph Bonaparte cites
fact that Mr. Bonaparte

Lhe wnons 0

direct descendant of the Bonapartes of

Corzica, having been the grandson of Je-
rome Bonaparte and the grandnephew of
Napoleon 1., Emperor of France. Jerome
was the youngest of Napoleon's brothers
He came to America in 1803, and, marrying
Elizabeth Patterson, dausghter of Willinm
Patterson of Baltimore, one of the richest

men In this country at the time, hefounded | yoyertheless Jerome set sall with L) pmtilatatin: I <5 e s
the American branch of the Bonaparte | wife for Lisbon in March, 1805, Mme. ever, was he "vn. the eve of the day set
family. for the embarkation and it was decided

Joseph, the oldest of Napoleon's brothers,
also came to America, arriving Pere in
1815 after the star of the great Corsican
had fallen and the romance of the beauti-
ful Ealtimore girl had been rudely shat-
tered. The story of these (wo brothers in
America had so many elemenis of the un-
usual that it has remained through all the
years one of absorbing and romantie in-
terest.

Mrs. A, M. W, Stirling in her story

“Dupe of Destiny™ traces the ancestry of
William Patterson back through John Pat-
terson, his father, an Irish farmer, to Rgb-
ert Patterson, the stonemason known
through the genius of 8ir Walter Scott
under his local appellation of “Old Mor-
tality.” Tt was a strmmnge freak of for-
tune that just t%o and a half years after
“Old Mortality™ had been lnid to rest In a
nameless grave In the Scortish highland
that his granddaughter's marringe was
celebrated with great pomp and ceremony,
a marriage which was destined to make
her the wife of a Iqu: and the sister-in-
law of an emperor, which was to disturb
the Imperial dreams of the greatest con-
times, cause a rupture
between o Pope monnrch and to
raise her to a high position at European
courts and to make her conspicuous among
the remarkable women of the ninétecnth
-centary, v

Jerome met Miss Patterson nt the fall

raees near Baltimore (n 1803, the vear

she made her social debut, and when she
was 18, His renown had preceded him, for
he had been received with much favor by
soclety In New York and Philadelphin, He
wias hand=ome, almost 19 and dressed with
fine taste; 0 contemporary account says
that a striking feature of his attire ar the
Miss

queror of modern
i

races was a magnificent gold chain.
PPatterson by her own record
in a chamols colored gown of very scant
dimensions, a lace handkerchief and an
enormous hat covered with pink gauze and
ostrich plumes

Young Bonaparte was fascinated by b
beauty of face and figure as well as by h
wit and intellectual gifts. She re-

rara

sponded eagerly 1o his ‘llr'ﬂ"f.‘l'“ of love
Mr

foreseeing objections by
fonk
hen insisted on o post-

Patierson,

m to the marriege, n sl

rome Boroparie for o 1 tnal of

any other man for

Jerome and Miss Patterton Married.

A clvil contract was drawn up, with |
every precaution agalnst s future rejec-
tior.  The religlous ceremony was per

formed by the Bishop of Paltimore, Pri
mate of the Catholic Charch in America,
on December 24, 1803, A reception such
as DBallimore had never seen bifore fol-

Towesd A ruest, accvording to a contempo- |
rary repovt, sald “All the clothes worn
by the bride might have been put In my
pocket; her dress was of extremely fine
texture, und beneath it she wore but one [
gparmoent.”  Afler thejr morr v they wvis-
fted Washington and were entertained by

the French Minlster, Gen. Turreau, T

extended thelr tour to Boston, Philadel-

phin, New York and other cltles, ‘wher
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was dressed |

Ihe was created King of Naples and King
cof Fpain,  After the battle of Watariop the
two brothers met at the island of Alx and
Joseph offered to take the Emperor's place,
s offer was refused. Napoleon had sev. |
1 times said that if he was foreed to
leave” France he hoped to live in America
between New York and Philadelphia,
Louls Etlenne 8t, Denls in his memoire
if the Emperor says that Napoleon was
prepared to embark for this gountry on &
lugzer commanded by Capt. Besson and
that he was to be accompanied on the voy-
the Duke of Rovigo, CGen. Lalle-
| mant and himself. A famlly council, how-

| brilliant entertainments were given in their

honor,

Nearly four months after the marriage
Jerome had his first word from Napoleon.
It wns an order for him to return to
France and directions to the French Con-
sul-General in New York to prohibit all
enplains of French vessels from receiving
on board “the young person to whom |
Citizen Jerome has connected himself,” as
| it was the First Consul's will “thaeshould |
she arrive she be suffered not to land, but
| be sent immediately back to the United
| States!”

Age by

| Honaparte was not permitted to land and

her husband went alone to Paris to plead |
| with hiz brother, They never met nguin; to the British, It is a matter of interest

the uncompromising pressure which Na- | ing T:m:l‘uiannnkwhntt wr!u;hl !“iw;' t;m;nlr.he
poleon put on Jerome was more than one ' ot ad he kept to his original inten-
of his weak nature could stand. Writing tion and succeeded fn reaching America.

Joseph Comes to America.

Joseph under the name of M. Bouchard
boarded the brig Commerce at Royau on
July 25, 1815, and reached New York
thirty-five days later. He remained in this
city for a short time and then going to
Philadelphla lived for a while at Lans-
downe in Fairmount Park. He purchased
a tract of wild land on the Delasvare about
two miles below Bordentown and seven

iles below Trenton. He had the prop-
erty cleared, roads built, swamps trans-

that the Emperor should surrender himself

to her futher of her husband;, Mme. Bona-
parte said: “We must certainly act as if
woe supposed him possessed of some prin-
ciple and honor.”

She found that this supposition was un-
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N. J.

-~

| founded and in October, 1805, she salled for | formed intolittle lakes and at Point Breeze,
| the United States with her dnfant son, who | on a river bluff, overlooking the Delaware
| was born in England in July and whom | Valley for miles, he built a blg, rambling,
| she named “Jerome Napoleon Bonaparte. | one story house. He lived at Point Breeze
| Napoleon did his utmosi to have the mar- | for fifteen vears under the name of Count
ringe annulled He addressed a letter to | de Survillier.

Pius VII. requesting him to publish The first house was bhurned through the
a bull making the marciage vald. His Holl- guest and another and
e returmed the eold thara which the | better was immedintely erected almost on
| Emperor had =ent with lis request and a | the same Princess Caroline Murat
message Informing him that careful re-|in her memoirs says that nothing in Fu-
| senrch had furnished him no authority for | rope could be compared with the glorious
Napoleon, it is said, Point Breeze. She

carclessness of a

sie.

granting his wish. sunsets to be seen fro

never forgave Plus for this refusal. He | descriles the house a% belng in the style
found, however, a subservient Tmperinl | of an [talan villa with a flat terraced roof
Council of State at Prris™which obeved his | overiooking the parks and woods. <At the
orders without delay or protest ened of a large marble entrance Hall was 4
. . il =tg s v mleT Lt { 3
JECE. King of Wesiphalia: whil talrease—the steps Lropd and low,
- | as the Count was in delleate health and
A o rewnrd for the desertion of his wifa |

o longer young side recep-
Terome was made suecessor to the imperial | nd ey w1OL Dk
e 5 [ 1 Yy wit W=
throne n the event of Napoleon leaving | \ ¥ s :
= ~ e hnpa the finest collection of old masters in

| o heie, amd in 1807 he wiis ted King e

of Westphalla., In the same yonr he mar- ‘
were, too, uindergroung passgges

ried Princess Frodrica Catherine, daughter

; . ? : and tunnnels with openings on the river
of the King of Wurtemburg., Three elil-| | g ¥ 151 :
S bank. These were the subject of much
dren were born of thlis marriage. His E 2 S
: 2 m erfous speculation by Joseph's neigh-
| short reign was marked by a course of

By some there were believed to be
prepared for the arrival of Napoleon agd
by others as plices of safe retreat in case
Spanish desperadoes came to recover the
ereewn Jewels of Spain, which it was
Joseph had concealed at Point B3

Of the exiftence of the jewels there wos,

bors
||}1:m--r:|!il_\- and proflizncy which brought S

upon him freguent pe kes from Napoleon,
He offered his Amerionn wife a residence
In Westphalin, She roplied: "It Is; Indeed,
kingdom, but large enough to

aid

a large
hold two queens.”

He came face to face with her In the!
Pittl Gallery, Florence, in 1822, after he | Perhaps, no doubt. for Jeseph ls said to
had been bereft of all for which he had | Bav¢ showed to some of his “confilants
snorificed her and when she was eourted | handfuls of unmpunted precious stones, |

and feted throtughout Burope and had | #Word handies studded with sapphires and )
| zained honors and admiration such ax his | Tublces, dlamond tiaras and heavily joweled |
brief kingship had not won. She passed | Pie apparcntly  wrenched from  some |
him without a4 waord or sign of recognition, | larger ornaments But the mysierious |
She refused a pension of 200000 francs “clooner bearing the great Corsican did
from Jerome, bul nceepted one of 60,000 not come and, so far a= Joseph's neighbors
Iﬁ-m—n Napoleon. T prefer to be sheltoyed | knew, the dresded Spaniards never put in |

| under the wing of an eagle pather than | an sppearance

to be suspended from the bill of a goose" Life at the hame of t} Amoerican
Mme. Bonpparte returned to Ewgrope In Bonnpnrtes seems to have heen extremely
1515, In that year Jogeph Bonaparte came We have testimony to this of-

1o America, In personal appearance Joseph m Princess Morat and Mary Craw-
bore a strikineg resembiance 10 Napoleon raser ( Mrs, Hugh Fraser), who had
he was, too, more trosted by the 23mpoeror enjoyved the los ity of Point

than any owe of his brothers and by him or hid been told of it by memiwrs

I mother, She

of their families, Muany distinguished
Ameritans were guests of Joseph Bona-
parte, among them Clay, Webster, the
Adamses and Gen,  Scott. Lafuyotte
stopped over at Point Breeze when he
passed through Bordentown and Louls
Napoleon, afterward Napoleon 111, found
a haven there when he was in Americn
l.lrm»ph‘x two daughters, Zenaide nnd
Charlotte, to whom 8t. Denis refers as
Nuapoleon's favorite neices, lived with him
at Point Broeze. Zenalde and her hushkand,
Prince Charles, the ornithologist, remalned
in America even after Joseph went back
to Burope. Charlotte returned te France
and married a brother of Napoleon 111
Queen Marie, on account of her i1l health,
did not come to America but remained
alone in Italy until she was joined by her
hushand in 1832,

Lucien Murat's Marriage.

Another member of the Bonaparts house-
hold was Prinee Lucien Murat, son of
Joachim Murat, King of Naples, and Jo-
soph's nephew. He kept his uncle busy
meoting his expenscs and standing off his
credliors. According to the stories teld of
him, he got crediy where he could and
borrowed from whom ever would make him
a loan. An old account, bearing the date
of July 2, 1821, which is stil] preserved by
the descendants of a Bordentown store-
keeper, have several entries similar to this
one: “Luclen Murat, to money I let him
have, §30."

One day the gay, irresponsible young
man drove out toward Trenton with the
beautiful Georglan Fraser, an heiress of
Bordentown. When they came back he
announced that they had been married.
Jogeph sighed, "Whom he muries must
support him. I am through.” The bright,
clear Lrained American girl undertook the
task and fulfilled it successfully as long
as they remained in Amerlea by conduct-
Ing a school for young women. They went
to Eurcpe later, and a line of socially
prominent people are proud to refer to this
American girl as a strong, steadying in-
fluence in their family history.

In February, 1522, young Jerome Napo-
leon, then a youth of almost 18, visited his
uncle Joseph at his Philadelphia home. Hé
hid come at the urging of his mother, who
had eonceived the plan of a marriage be-
tween her som and Chariotte, the youngest
of Joseph's daughters. I{ was thought that
Joseph himself favored the mat'h, but
Jerome recelved so little encourngement
from hils uncle that he wrote to his mother
of his reception, and the project was
dropped. This was one of the few times
that members of the two Bonaparte fam-
ilies in America ever met.

When Joseph Bonaparte sailed from New
York for Europe in July, 1832, Dordentown
deeply regretted his departure. His pres-
ence was felt to have been a public bless-

ing: he greatly increased the prosperity
of the town, and he carried its name
wherever that of St. Helenn was known.

There was great when he came
back fivervears later,
But in 1839 he left Bordentown again for

a much older Jooking and a much

rijoleing

lnnd

mor nlen man,
but

grandehild, a

He promised ta return,
Italy, July 27, 1841. His
son of Zennlda, lived at Bor-
dentown until he was 25, He inherited the
American  property of his grandfather.
Point Breeze has passed from him through
several ownerships. There remain now
few traces of its former beauty.

s died in

An Unreconciled Heroine.
Mme. Bonaparte returned to America in
the early “i0s after a brilliant
almost fifteen years In Kurope.

career of
Her posi-
tion wag unique and was held by reason
of her beauty, charm amd the romance of
her life: “She was a person apart, a queen
unerowned, Incognite, but still a queen.”
She was never roconciled to the part which
she was forced to play: *“The Emperor
hurled me Dback to what I hated most,

obscurity.”
Her son hail chosen to remain In Ameriea,
He was graduated with honor fram Har-

vard In 1826, Three vears lnter He marriod
ultimore girl, Miss Susan May Williams.

tulations came o

an all members of
but nmone from his
unable to re ile her-
save My, Bishop. In
=olf in her native

mapnrte i

wWas

self ta the mar
1861

®he estnhlish
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