
WASHINGTON.
..EJberty and Union, now and forever, one and

Inseparable."

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 1850.

Tub Fugitive Slave Law..The elaborate and
able debate of this measure, when it was before

. Congress, placed our readers so fully in posses¬
sion of the reasons for and against it as to preclude
the necessity for any further extended argument of
its merits through our columns. A legal gentle-
man, however, having taken the trouble to prepare
the history and bearings both of the late and ante¬
cedent legislation in regard to fugitives from labor,
we have thought it might not be unacceptable to our

readers to have the whole matter in this embodied
form, and we therefore give a place to his article.

Every day's mail brings us the proceedings of
some large assemblage of citizens in the free States,
holden to give utterance to sentiuients of loyalty to
the Constitution and the Laws, and of disapproba¬
tion of the spirit of fanaticism which, with a clamor
greatly disproportioned to the number of its dis¬
ciples, would madly resist all law tint does not

square with its own bigoted notions. We would
gladly, for the information of our Southern readers,
insert all these evidences of sound public sentiment
in the North and West, but they would greatly
exceed our space, and we are obliged to limit our¬

selves to such as, from their locality or importance,
claim more than ordinary attention. Yesterday we
presented to our readers the spirited and patriotic
proceedings of a great meeting at Dayton, Ohio;
and we now subjoin those of a large gathering ot

people in another prominent city of the West, the
city of Chicago, in Illinois. These we give with
the more pleasure, because the Common Council,
of Chicago, made up principally of Abolitionists,
had just before held a meeting and adopted a series
of resolutions denouncing in the most violent lan¬
guage all the Senators and Representatives from the
non-slaveholding States who assisted in the passage
of the fugitive slave law, and requesting the city
police to render no assistance in the execution of
the law. These disgraceful resolutions of the
Council had the effect to arouse the friends of law
and order and peace, and on the 23d instant a tre¬
mendous popular meeting was held at Chicago,
headed by the patriotic Senator Douglas. The
proceedings of the meeting are described as follows:

Chicago, October 24.7 P. M.
The meeting at the City Hall last evening, to hear Judge

Douglas, was the largest ever congregated in this city. The
room was literally crowded. The assembly must have con-
(ained over three thousand persons. The meeting wm or¬

ganized by calling James Curtis, Esq., the Mayor of tly
city, to the chair, and B. 8. Morris, Secretaty.

At a few minutes after eight o'clock, Judge Douglas com-
rnenced his speech, which was three hours and a half long,
and the most triumphant vindication of himself and colleague
for their course and action upon the great measures of com¬

promise that was ever listened to ; and, what is of much im-
portance, it was a triumphant, conclus ve defence of the law,
about which there had been so much ranting by the madcaps
of our city. Judge D. commenced by a discussion of a series
of measures known as the compromise bill, and discussed
them seriatim with much clearness, force, ar.d vigor. It is
impossible to give any thing like a condensed statement of a

speech of that length, and covering so many questions.
The laws.the fugitive slave law among others.are to be

and will be carried out, maugre the fury of bigots, of the
canting of those sham pretenders, who have attempted to in¬
flict deep disgrace upon the good name and order of our city,by causing rebellion against the only safeguard of us all. In
the course of bia remarks, the Judge commented with no little
aeverity upon the base folly of our Common Council in pass¬
ing the resolutions, setting aside as far as they could the law
of Congress, and made their motion too ridiculous to laugh at.

While he admitted that he did not vote for the fugitive
slave bill, he also avowed most explicitly that his absence from
the Senate was accidental, and that if he had been in his
place, he roost certainly would have voted for it ; remarking,
in this connexion, that be much preferred voting for an un¬

popular law to sneaking, in the language of the resolutions of
the council, from it. At the conclusion of his remarks,
Judge D. presented the first five of the following resolutions,
mating at the same time that, whatever might be the action
of the meeting, he wished to place himself right eltewhere,
and, as bis speech might not be reported, he hsd embodied
some of his conclusions which he desired not lo be m.sunder-
etaod.

These resolutions were unanimously adopted. The two
concluding resolutions by B. 8. Morris, Esq., were read to
the meeting by'8. F. S. Hayes, Esq , and were adopted with
almost equal unanimity. Thus concluded, after three hearty

# ringing cheer* for Judge Douglas, the largest meeting ever
convened in Chicago, and its results will be the most auspi¬cious for our success as a moral, law-abiding people of anythat h#s been or can be held.

The rebuke so cutUng and severe administered to the dis¬
organizes it is hoped may do them service. It is probable,however, that on Friday the gathering will be held, and, so
far as is in the power of fanatics and demagogues to do mis¬
chief, they will attempt; but the power and integrity of the
city is against them.

The Supremacy of the law must be sustained, in defiance of
all mischief-mongers and half-crazy visionaries, who would
cause desolation and rain if their one idea might prevail.

RESOLUTIONS.
Resolved, That it is the sacred duty of every friend of the

Union to maintain and preserve inviolate every provision of
oar Federal Constitution.

Resolved, That the law enacted by Congress in pursuance
of the Constitution should be respected as such by all good
and law-abiding citizens, and should be faithfully carried into
effect by the officers charged with its execution.

Resolved, That so long as the Constitution of the United
States provides that all persons held to service or labor in one
State, escipirg into another 8tate, shall be delivered up on
the claim of the party to whom the service or labor may be
due, and so I ng as members of Congress are required to take
*n oath tosup crt the Constitution, it is their solemn snd re¬
ligious duty to pass all laws necessary to carry that provisionof the Constit- lion into effect.

Resolved, 1 oat if we derire to preserve the Union under
our great republic inseparable and perpetual, we muat per¬form all our obligations under the Constitution, at the ssme
timethat we call upon our brethren in other States to yieldimplicit obedience to it.

Resolved, That as the lives, property, and safety of our
families (kpnid upon the obseivance and protection of the
laws, every effort to excite any portion of ibe population to
make any resistance to the execution of the laws of the land
*4>ould be promptly and emphatically condemned by everygood cit'zen \ that we will stand or fall by the American
Union and its Constitution, with all its glorious memories
of the past and precious hopes of the future.

Florida..The Democrats have obtained a ma¬
jority in the Legislature of Florida, whether of one
member or four is not yet ascertained. The Tal¬
lahassee Sentinel ascribes this success of the oppo¬sition solely to dissensions and bad management in
the strong Whig counties. A United States Sena¬
tor is to be elected to succeed Mr. Yulee, whose
term of service expires in March next.

On Saturday last there was a great meeting at
Geneva, New York, to sustain the Union and the
Constitution. It is described as one of the most
respectable assemblages ever called out on any oc¬
casion. The highly respected veteran General
Joseph G. Swift presided, assisted by twenty
Vice Presidents from Ontario, Seneca, Yates,
Wayne, and Chemung counties. A Committee
of Safety, auxiliary to that of the city of New
York, was appointed. Letters from Senator
-Dickimbon and others were read amid much en¬
thusiasm, and after several powerful and patriotic
speeches by gentlemen present, the meeting ad¬
journed with nine cheers for the Constitution and
its defenders.
What Mm. Stephrnk sats or Georgia..Hon.

Philip Claytoh, Second Auditor of the TreasuryDepartment, has received letters from Mr. Ste¬
phens, the member of Congress, and others, assur-
ng him that the Union party will carry everyounty in the State of Georgia ..Bait. Sun.

THE 80UTHERN CONFEDERACY.

We received a few days ago a pamphlet of some
twenty page*, printed at Charleston, and contain¬
ing a Letter to the Governor of South Carolina on

the state of things in the South, and particularly on

the project of a Southern Confederacy. It is the
production of William J. Grayson, Esq., former

ly a Representative in Congress from the Beaufort
and Colleton District of South Carolina. All who
had the pleasure of serving with Mr. Grayson must

have a favorable and respectful remembrance
him as a gentleman, not indeed prominent as

floor member, but as a man well known to possess
an unusually sound reflecting mind, and of un

blemished purity of private life. He signs his name
to-the Letter, as well he may do, without fear or

shame, for even his most inflamed opponents must
admit that it is such a production as, whatever side
it advocates, is highly creditable to the author,
is a book with those two things, soft words and
hard arguments. It is written in a spirit offensive
to no man, while it makes the most forcible and
straight-forward appeals to known facts and com

inon sense.

We have read this letter with great pleasure, no

alone from its ability, but because it is, as far as

we have heard, the only voice which has been pub
licly raised in South Carolina against the deplorable
infatuation which has come over the leading citizens
of that State to such an extent as to require some

degree of boldness for any man to come forward in
opposition to it.
We have not space for the Letter, or for any ex

tended review of it; and must content ourselves
with presenting to our readers the leading points it
discusses, which are briefly recapitulated in one

of its closing pages :

" This then is the substance of the foregoing re¬
marks:
"That the Union is the source of Peace, Prospe¬

rity, and Power to the Nation, and its dissolution
would be followed by disorder, violence, and civil
wars.
" That if the present Confederacy is broken up,

the formation of any other would be difficult, and
its continuance impossible.

" That no causes exist to justify the dissolution
of the Union.
" That the measures lately adopted by Congress

are not infringements on our constitutional rights ;
and, if they were, are of common concern to the
whole South.
"That the wrong of which we complain comes

from the people of certain States, not from the Con¬
gress of the United States; and the appropriate
remedy would be a cessation of social intercourse.

" That thf mere apprehension of aggressions in
the future will not justify the resort to extreme
measures at present.
" That the South will lose nothing by waiting-;

she is rapidly advancing in wealth, population, and
power ; and nothing can arrest her progress but the
imprudence of her own people, and the rashness
of her leaders."
On each ofthese several heads Mr. Grayson dwells

with a free yet temperate earnestness, which, while
it carries with it at once the conviction that he is
sincere, can scarcely fail, one would think, to ar¬

rest the rash haste and calm the headlong fury of
men who would precipitate their country into the
returnless plunge of revolution, anarchy, and civil
war.

We can give but one extract from the body of the
Letter. It is that in which the author, after having
eloquently summed up the benefits of the Union,
examines the project of a Southern Confederacy :
" But it is said we can form a great Southern Confederacy

and become, more than ever before, prosperous and powerful.
Who can tell whether, even if separated from the North, this
formation of a Southern Confederacy would be practicable ?
Where would it begin > What 8tatea would it include ?
Certainly not Virginia, or Kentucky, or North Carolina, or

Tennessee, or Louisiana. But suppose them all willing to
take counsel for the purpose, can any one be assurod that
they would unite in a general Southern Government ? Will
there be no differences of opinion, no antagonist interests ?
We all know the difficulty with which the present Confede¬
racy was formed, the obstacles that delayed and almost defeat¬
ed its adoption by the States after it had been laboriously
shaped aDd settled by the Convention of States. Will not
the same difficulties beset the union proposed > Why, there
is hardly a State in which there are not opposing interests
within its own limits. Up-country and fow-country, property
and population, have each their stanch and sometimes bitter
advocates. We all remember the hot and uncompromising
disputes between West and East in the last Virginia Con¬
vention, and do we believe that in a Convention of the South¬
ern States, supposing such a one to exist, there will be no¬
thing but the milk and honey of mutual concession and for¬
bearance, no hostile feeling*, no conflicting interests, no im¬
practicable, obstinate, unyielding minds > He that believes
this knows nothing of men or public bodies. For "my part,I firmly believe that the present Confederacy is the first and
last which the country will ever see. If that be destroyed,there ia forthwith forever an end to confederacy in North
America. This is my solemn conviction, and I forewarn our
citixens of this truth. No future Confederacy can be sanc¬
tified like the present by the memories of the past; by asso¬
ciations with the great men and great events of the grand
?poch of American history ; by the wisdom and virtuea of the
Father of his Country. If this Union cannot stand, there is
no hope for the continuance of any other. The spirit of im¬
patience to confederate rule which our example will sanction
and establish will prevail forever. The smallest real or sup¬
posed injury or inconvenience inflicted on any one member of
any future supposed Union of States will be enough to induce
that member to abandon it.to secede, to break it up without
scruple or remorse. They would become mere temporary
partnerships, as the great English Statesman describes it,
like partnerships for the sale of dry goods or groceries, to be
dissolved with as little reflection or difficulty."
The pamphlet closes with a frank concession to

those who differ from him of the utmost purity of
motive, and a graceful expression of personal es¬
teem, 44 which a long and intimate acquaintance has
continually increased," for the Governor whom he
addresses.

Senator Footk arrived at Jackson, Mississippi,
on the evening of the 16th ultimo. He was wel¬
comed by the firing of cannon, and received the
congratulations of his fellow-citizens until a late
hour that evening. He was to address the people
in Jackson on Saturday, the 19th ult. From evi¬
dences afforded by the press, we presume he will
canvass a large portion of the State before his return
to Washington.
The Nashville Convention meets, according to

its own resolution of adjournment, on the 11th of
November. This assemblage (says the Alexandria
Gazette) has fallen into great neglect, and its action,
for good or for evil, may be of very little public
concern.

This is very true; and so many of its members
have seceded that it is doubtful if a majority of
those who attended the first meeting will appear
again. Even its President has renounced it, and we
are certain of but one faithful member.Mr. Kena-
tor Barnwell, of South Carolina.who has an¬
nounced his intention to be present.

ADJOURNMENT o* th« VIRGINIA CONVENTION.
The Virginia Convention has been engaged for

some days upon a proposition to adjourn over its
proceedings until the 1st of January, upon the
ground that they could not prosecute their labors
successfully in the adjustment of the basis of lepre-
sentation and the ratio of taxation, until they had
before them the statistics of the First Auditor on

the taxable property of the State, and the Census
of the United Slates, of the population of each sec¬

tion of V irginia. The question was finally dis¬
posed of on Saturday, when, by a vote of ayes 66,
noes 02, it was agreed to adjourn to-day until the
first Monday in January next.

We heartily concur in the subjoined commenda¬
tion of the noble letter of the Hon. William R.
Kino, which we give below. It is refreshing to
read such a letter from this enlightened and veteran
statesman. How honorably do its calm good sense
and elevated national sentiments contrast with the
miserable narrow railings and unpatriotic views
into which many other leading men in the South have
permitted sectional prejudices to plunge them.

SENATOR KING, OF ALABAMA. jWe give below a letter from thia long-tried public servant
of a sister 8tate to his friends in Tuacalooaa, which in tbe es¬

timation of every prudent and sensible man is worth alt tbe
frothy speeches of the swarm of itinerant demagogues who for
a >me months have infested the eastern part of Alabama sod
tbe western part of Georgia. Mr. Knc is to-day tbe second
officer of the Government, and might to-morrow, if Providence I
should so order, be tbe Chief Magistrate of this mighty repab-
lie. A Southern man by birth, education, and interest, het
stood at bis poat during tbe past session of Congreas, tbe able I
and fearless advocate of every measure which tended, in ita I
practical operation, to secure the rights of tbe South and per- I
petuate tbe Government of his country. Opposed aa hs was
to some of the measures which so signally marked the action
of that Congreaa, he nevertheless believes that the honor of
the South has been preaenred and tbe constitution of tbe
country saved inviolate.
With these feelings Senator Kiog, as every other friend of

the South should be, is opposed to unnecesuiry agitation, and
refuses to attend every public dinner of hie friends, on the
ground alone that he ia unwilling to do u>y thing that will
minuter to the angry feelings already toe fearfully aroused.
Such sentiments are like apples of gold eet in pictures of sil¬
ver ; they show that there are yet alive in the different 8tates
men of age and experience.men who have proved the value
of the Government, and are determined that its blessings shall
not be sacrificed to gratify the poor, contemptible ambition of
a few small-potato politicians who find the Union too large
for their pretensions, and have consequently endeavored for
some months past to reduce it to tbeii own inferior propor-
tions.

It is cheering, and no patriot can deny it, to see such men, I
in an hour like the present, stand boldly forth, determined to I
resist the madness which a short time since threatened to de-1
stroy the peace of the people, and cruh in ita reckless power 1
tbe fabric of American freedom. We are saying, however, 1;
more than we intended, for we feel that it would be an act of I
injustice to all parties to thrust our crude remsrks between the I,
reader and the letter referred to..ColunJms Enquirer. I,

Tuscaloosa, October 23, 1860. I
Gxhtlsmxit : The resolution adopted by my fellow-citi-11

zena of Tuscaloosa, approbatory of my couise on the moment- 11
ous and exciting questions which engaged the attention of 11
Congress at its last session, baa afforded me the liveliest gra-|tification. During my long public service n.y anxious desire 11
has ever been to advance the interests and protect tbe rights I
of those who had generously confided them to my care. Tbe I
only reward I desired was their approbation. My friends of
Tuscaloosa have not overrated tbe difficulties tnd embarrass-1
ments which I and others had to encounter; lor we knew
full well that, be our action what it might, we could scarcely I,
hope to escape censure, either because we had yielded too I
mucb, or bad rendered all adjustment of those fearful ques-
tions impracticable by standing on the extreme verge of right.
Most sensibly did I feel the responsible position in which I
was placed ; and I endeavored to survey the whole ground, I
weigh well all the consequences, and so to shape my course as
to preserve unimpaired the honor of the South, protect its I
constitutional rights, and save the Union. I feel justified in I
saying that the honor of the South remains untarnished. The I
ConsUtution haa not been violated. Still we have good rca-1
son to complain of the gross injustice we have suffered by the 1
admission of California aa a State, with a territory greater
than three of the largest of the States of the Union, with the I
exception of Texas, from the whole of which the Southern
people are effectually excluded by tbe prohibition of slavery I
contained in her constitution. Against thia injustice I exert-1
ed myself to the utmost; but does it furnish justifiable ground I
for a resort to the extreme measures openly and warmly advo¬
cated by a portion of our citizens > I think not; for, if every 1
act of oppression or unjust legislation famished good ground I
for the destruction ofthis great Government, the wonder and the
admiration of the world, it would long since have been broken
into fragments. When the embargo laws carried desolation
to the shores of New England, destroyed her commerce, and
left her ships to rot at her wharvea, what would have been
tbe feeling had that section determined to dissolve the Union M
When the unjust, unequal, and moat oppressive tariff of 1828
preased heavily upon Southern industry, which of the South -1
ern States, with the exception of South Carolina, gave coun-
tenance to nullification ? Far be it from me to palliate North-1
ern aggression } No man has felt it more sensibly than I
have, and few, if any, have resisted it with more determined
spirit. True, I have differed with many of my Southern
brethren as to the measures which a strict regard for South-
era rights required me to oppose. I acted, aa I am confident
they did, in accordance with what we believed doty to our

section demanded : which was in error time most determine
The approval of my course by the intelligent and patriotic

citizena of Tuscaloosa, servea to confirm me in the correct-
nesa of the views I had taken, and atrengthene my conviction
that I may rely with confidence on tbe sober judgment of tbe
people of Alabama to justify and auatain me. Little did I
suppose that I, a Southernor by birth and education.bound
to the South by the alrong tie of interest, and the still strong¬
er of gratitude to a generona and confiding constituency, who
for nearly thirty yeara have sustained and supported me.thatI, of all men, could be charged by any one aa having proved
faithleis to the lsnd of my birth, must excite the surprise of
all who have observed my public course, uninfluenced by pas¬sion or prejudice. Some twenty years past I was subjected
to similar denunciation. I disregarded it then ; I shall do so
now, satisfied that the reault will now be aa it then waa. The
adv< cates for secession, as I should judge from tbe resolutions
adopted at several public meetings in this State, are actuated
more from an apprehension of what may take place than from
what has already occurred. There is I fear bat too much
reason to spprehend that tbe spirit of fanaticism, combined
with the thirst of power, may still prompt the North to perse¬
vere in her aggressive course. Should such unfortunately be
the case, and, regardless of tbe guarantees of the constitution,
our rights < f property should be invaded and the work of
emancipation commenced, every Southern man.and none
sooner tban the citizens of Tuscalooaa.would hurl defiance at,
tbe fanatical crew, and unitedly determine to defend their rights
at every hazard and every sacrifice, even to the dissolution of
the Union. God grant that the intelligence and the patriot¬ism of tbe North may succeed in arresting the mad career ofthese fanatics and unprincipled aspirants for power, and tbstharmony may be rrstored to eur distracted country! Believ¬ing as I do that, in the excited state of the public mind, weshould do nothing which could by poosibility add to that ex¬citement or have tbe appearance of arraying one portion of
our people ag<inst another, I beg leave moat reapectfully todecline the invitation to a public dinner, which through youmy fellow-citizens of Tuscaloosa have kindly tendered me.Accept, gentlemen, the aaaorance of my high respect andpersonal regard.

Faithfully, I am your obedient servant,' WII.LIAM R. KING.
A Hkrrr Mkit..The editor of tho Pittsburg Chmnicle

says : " Talk about enjoyment of wealth ; it never can be
enjoyed ! An abundance m a heap of misery. A man wbo
owns a boose, a small farm, a email wife, a big dog, a cow,two or three fat piga, and a down children, ought to be satis¬fied. If he ain t be never can be."

CONSERVATIVE SENTIMENT IN OHIO.

The fanatical opposition which the Fugitive Slave
Act has encountered in some parts of Ohio, ha«
drawn out the friends of the Union and the Laws
in that State, to give public expression to their sen¬
timents iu support of the Peace Measures of the
late session of Congress, including the Fugitive
Slave Law. Amongst the men eminent for wisdom
and virtue, and for the public esteem, who have
from the retirement of private life sent forth their
opinions in defence of the law, is the venerable
Jud£e Crank, so well known and so highly re¬

spected for his judicial knowledge and upright
character. It gives us great pleasure to lay before our
readers the letter of this venerable and enlightened
jurist. At a very large public meeting in the city
of Dayton, on the 26th ultimo, without distinction
of party, the annexed correspondence was read:

Daitojt, Ohio, October 23, 1850.
8ia : The undersigned, citizens of Montgomery county,concurring in the call just issued for a meeting oftil those who

an in favor of sustaining the recent efforts of the Executive and
Congress of the United States to compromise and adjust the
vexed questions which for so long have agitated the countryund endangered the stability ot the Union and the peace and
harmony of its different sections, and who desire that quiet,good feeling and fraternal affection, as in the earlier years of
the Republic, shall once more and henceforward prevail be¬
tween us and our brethren of the South, respectfully unite in
the earneat request that, despite the many years which have
crowned you with so honorable an old age, you will consent
to preside at the meeting to be convened on the enauing Sa¬
turday evening in ihe City Hall, for the purposes above
expressed. Very respectfully, &c.

C. L. VALLANDKiHAM,
LUTHER GIDDiNGS,
D. O. FITCH,
RICHARD GREEN,
T. J. 8. SMITH,
GILBERT KENNEDY.

To Hon. Jos. H. Chahe, Dayton.

Judge Crane's Reply.
Dattoh, Octobeb 25, 1850.

Gkstlemkk : Your letter of the 23d instant was handed
to me yesterday. I should readily comply with your request,
if sanctioned by the meeting, if I were able to do so. But in
the present state of my health I am unable to attend, still less
to take part in a public meeting, which may and probably
will be protracted to a late hour in the evening.

I most cordially concur in the wish you express that quiet,
good feeling, fraternal affection, and, may I add, the old good
humor, as in the early years of the Republic, may once more
and henceforward prevail between us and our brethren of the
8outh ?

While no one will question the right of the citizens indi¬
vidually or collectively to express their views and opinions on
all questions affecting the public interest, it must be granted
that those opinions, when publicly announced, are equally the
subject of discussion and criticism.
The resolutions adopted at a public meeting held in this

city last week censure the act of Congress of last session
commonly called the fugitive slave act, as " unjust and op¬
pressive, inconsistent with the spirit of our institutions and
the rights of men under them, and disgraceful to the Govern¬
ment." Such are the general charges i the specifications are

tbat marshals, See. are compelled, under heavy penalties, to

obey and execute process issued under this law, and subjected
to liability for the escape of such fugitives, whether with or

without their assent. This would seem rather an objection
to the common law than to this particular act of Congress.
Sheriffs and other ministerial officers are compellable at com¬
mon law to obey and exccute all lawful process to them di¬
rected, and subjected to heavy penalties for neglect or refusal.
The same common law makes the sheriff, 6cc. liable for the
esca|>e of a prisoner in his custody, whether voluntary or not.
The marshal by this act is only placed in the aame predica¬
ment and subject to the same responsibility as a sheriff.

I need only refer to the opinion of Mr. Crittenden, the At¬
torney General, to disprove the specification that this act ren¬

ders ineffectual or suspends the writ of habeas corpus. This
writ is a writ of right, and every judge, on a proper applica¬
tion to him, must issue it, and when the party is brought be¬
fore him must determine whether the imprisonment be legal
or not. This writ can only be suspended by Congress in the
cases specified in the constitution.
The complaint that this law makes the petty officers of a

court the judges in questions of personal liberty and perpetual
slavery, without appeal or review, applies with equal force to
the act of 1793, which was the law of the land for more tban
half a century. Tbat act gave the same summary remedy;
authorized the arrest of the alleged fugitive by the claimant,
his agent or attorney; gave the circuit and district judges of
the. United States Courts or any magistrate of any county;
city, or town corporate where such arrest was made, jurisdic¬
tion to hear and determine, without a jury and without ap¬
peal or review : and the certificate of such judge or magistrate
was a sufficient warrant to remove the fugitive to the State or

Territory from whence he fled.
The principal difference in this respect between the act of

1793 and this act amendatory and supplementary thereto, is
that Commissioners appointed by the Circuit and District
Courts of the United States are substituted for Ihe county
city, and town magistrates, and though petty officers, or rather

judges of limited jurisdiction, will probably be found quite aa

well qualified to hear and determine as their predecessors un

der the act of 1793. Judge 8tory, in his Commentaries on

the Constitution, haa shown the reaaon and necessity of this
summary remedy, adopted in 1793 and continued under the
amendatory and aupplemental act of 1850.

It ia further otjected that this act, under certain circum
stances, compels the removal of the fugitive to the State from
whence he fled, by the marshal and at the expense of the
United States. The Constitution aecurea to the owner the
right of reclaiming his alave in any 8tate into which he haa
escaped. The Supieme Court of the United States has deci
ded that Congress has the sole and exclusive power of legisla
tion on this subject, and to carry into effect this provision of
the constitution. The act 1793 aa well as that of 1850 has
estaMJjhed tribunals to bear and determine cases of this des
criptftyn. But the jurisdiction of a court would be maimed
and defective without the power of carrying ita judgments
into effectual execution. This amendatory act of 1850 has
guarded against the forcible rescue of one adjudged to be
fugitive and bound to aervice, by requiring the marshal to re
move him to the 8tate from whence he fled, and empowering
him to summon assistance to overcome such apprehended
force. The sheriff may command the power of hia county
where the proceaa of the court ia forcibly resisted. This act
in the case specified gives the marshal a similar power to en
force the judgment of the court. Have we not reason to be¬
lieve that in many cases such judgments would prove wholly
nugatory and unavailing without aome such provision for en
forcing them > But " it is on the oath of the claimant and
at the expense of the United 8tates." He is the one moat
likely to be apprized of an intended rescue, and to feel appre
hensions of its success, and ia the proper peraon to make the
affidavit. And why ahould this extraordinary expense fall
on the claimant ' The constitution has secured the right
recapture ; he has established that right before the tribunal
created by law to haar and determine such questions, and
ought not the Government to secure to him the benefit
such judgment againat unlawful force and violence ?

I have gone through the specifications in support of the
general charges contained in the resolutions. However they
may affect others, they do not satisfy my mind tbat this
amendatory and aupplemental act deserves the character
given to it by those resolutions.

I am, gentlemen, very respectfully yours, Ac.
JOSEPH H. CRANE.

To Messrs. Grebit, Kewhedt, Gionixas,
Vallamdioham, Fitch, and Smith.

This letter was so entirely in accordance with
the sentiments of the meeting that it was, as the
Dayton papers stale, " received with the most rap¬
turous applause." We cannot deny ourselves the
pleasure of giving also the admirable preamble and
resolutions which were, with enthusiastic cheers
adopted |)jr the meeting. They are as follows :

Whereas, in the opinion of the meeting here assembled,
a crisis of imminent peril exista in the affairs of the nation,
which demands of every citizen that it be written upon his

forehead what he thinks of the Republic; tod whereas, also,
Congrew at the session just adjourned, after many mootha of
wearisome and dangerous excitement and agitation, have pre¬sented to the people of the United States a system of measures
designed to aettle and put at reat forever the vexed questions
and embittered strifes which ao far and for ao long have weak¬
ened the tiea of common intereaU and a common brotherhood,
and periled the existence even of the Union itself.we, a por¬tion of the people of Montgomery county, in public meeting
aaaembled, do declare and resolve :

1. That we are for the Union aa it ia, and the Conatitution
as it is, and that we will preserve, maintain, and defend both
at every hazard, observing wilh scrupuloua and uncalculaling
fidelity eveiy article, requirement, and compromise of the
constitutional compact between these States, to the klter and
in its utmost spirit, and recognising so .. higher law" between
which and the Constitution we know of any conflict.

2. That the Conatitution was "the result of a spirit of
amity and of that mutual deference and concession which the
peculiarity of our political situstion rendered indispensable j"
that by amity, conciliation, and compromiae alone can it and
the Union which it established be preserved ; and that it is
the duty of all good citizens to frown indignantly upon every
attempt, wheresoever or by whomsoever made, to array one
section of the Union sgsinst the other ; to foment jesiousiee
and heartburnings between them, by systematic and organized
misrepresentation, denunciation, and calumny, and thereby
to render alien in feeling and affection the inheritors of so no¬
ble a common patrimony, purchased by our lathers at ao great
expense of blood and treasure.

3. That, as the fiiends of peace and concoid, as lovers of
the Union, and foes, sworn upon the horns of the altar of our
common country, to all who seek and all that tends to its dis¬
solution, we have viewed with anxiety and alarm the peril¬
ous crisis brought upon us by years of ceaseless and persever¬
ing agitation of the slavery question in its various forms ; and
that tke Executive and Congress of the United States have
deserved well of the Republic for their patriotic efforts so to
compromise and adjust this vexed question as to leave no
good cause for clamor or offence by any portion of the Union.

4. That a strict adherence in all its parts to the compromise,
thus deliberately and solemnly effected, is essential to the re¬
storation and maintenance of peace, harmony, and fraternal
affection between the different sections of the Union, and
thereby to the preservation of the Union itaelf < and that
good faith imperatively demands that adherence at the
hands of all good citizens, whether of the North oi of the
South.

5. That, believing this compromise the very best which,
io view of the circumstances and temper of the times, could
hsve been attained, we are for it as it is, and opposed to all
agitation looking to a repeal or essential modification of anyof its parts, and that we will lend no aid or comfort to those
who, for any purpose, seek further to agitate and embroil the
country up>n these questions.

6- /^hat "all obstructions to the execution of the laws, all
combinations and associations, under whatever plausible cha¬
racter, with the real design to direct, control, counteract, or
awe the regular deliberation and action of the constituted au¬
thorities, are destructive of the fundamental principle of our
institutiona and of fatal tendency that all such efforts,
wherever made or by whomsoever advised, find no answering
sympathy io our breasts, nothing but loathing and contempt;and that we hereby pledge ourselves to the country that, so
far as in us lies, the Uiuoir, the Cosstitutios, ahu thz
Laws must and shall be maintained.

7. That the resolutions adopted in this Hall on the 19th of
October do not meet our concurrence, either in language, tem¬
per, or object; that in the opinion of this meeting they do
not express the sentiments of the people of this county, and
will not by them be endorsed ; that we regard the Fugitive
Act of 1850 as a constitutional and necessary enactment.
an amplification and fulfilment of the constitutional compact,founded directly upon and demanded by it, and no more
stringent than that compact authorized and the exigencies of
the times required.

Geo. W. Houk, Esq. having moved the adoption of the
resolutions.
Edwahd W. Davixs, Esq. in a very courteous manner

desired that, if there were any in the meeting who were op¬
posed to the sentiments expressed in the resolutions, they
would give a full and free expression of their opinions, and
assured them that the meeting would hear them with the
most respectful attention. He desired this, and extended the
invitation, hoping that if such sentiments wore entertained,
the invitation might be responded to, inasmuch as he was

open to conviction and always wished to hear both sides of
all questions.
There being no response to the invitation, T. J. 8. 8mith,

Esq. was called for, and responded in a short speech, giving
his entire approbation to the object of the meeting and the
resolutions.

C. L. Vallamdigham, Esq. was next called to the stand,
and responded, sustaining the Law and the Constitution,
and reviewed at considerable length the objections to the law,.
The question was then put upon the sdoption of the reso¬

lutions, and usrAitiMorsLT carried.

We cannot but marvel that while sentiments like
the above.so conciliatory, so just, and so frater¬
nal.are proclaimed from so many popular as¬

semblies in the free States, the presses of South
Carolina should persevere in representing public
sentiment in the North as hostile to the rights of
the South, and the violence of a comparatively
small number of fanatics in the North as expres¬
sive of universal Northern sentiment. This is
about as unjust as the stereotyped 'phrase in the
same prints of " aggressions of Congress" on the
rights of the South. What has Congress done but
protect the rights of the South, and this with the
assent and patriotic concurrence of members of
both Houses from the free StatesT

The total amount coined at the United States
Mint, in Philadelphia, from the 1st of January to
30th September, was $20,032,327.50. The offi¬
cers state that they will be enabled to coin five
millions a month in future,* which will meet the
wants of the public.
Chicago Nullification Nullified..We are

glad to see that the Council of Chicago have re¬
pealed their late law in opposition to the law of
Congress. The injury is thus partially healed.
We trust others will learn wisdom, and, however
much they may dislike the law, not please the dis-
unionists of the South so much as to array them¬
selves in open resistance to it Ohio State Jour.

Fugitive Slave Law in Massachusetts.-.
Much regret (says the Journal of Commerce) has
been expressed by some of the friends of order and
law in this vicinity that the Fugitive Slave Law
could not be enforced (as they said) in old Massa¬
chusetts. We have told all such persons, when the
opportunity presented itself, that we knew Massa¬
chusetts better than they did, and that we had no
hesitation in saying that the law could and would
be enforced there. We are gratified to find the
same opinion confidently expressed by the Bostoqi
Daily Advertiser, which, as well as the Boston
Courier, has done excellent service in support of
the constitution and laws. Says that paper of the
4th instant:
" We begin to observe in some of the journals at the

South, as might have been anticipated, severe comments
upon the apparent triumph of opposition to legal authorityin this city. It is much to be regretted that the demonstra¬
tion of a determination to resist the execution of process un¬
der the Fugitive Slave Law, somewhat exaggerated in the ac¬
counts which have appeared in various quarters, together with
the fact that warrants known to have teen issued by the high¬
est authority have not jet been executed, ahould give so much
ground for these comments. However pisueibie may be the
inferences discreditable to our city which are drawn from the
facta aa they are stated, it ia premature to judge, frem the
delays which have occurred, and the show of resistance,when in fact none has been made, that the law will not he
executed. There is ne occaaion for precipitancy in meeting
an issue, of which those who know the people of the city of
Boston cannot doubt the result. We have little fear that the
law will be seriously resisted in Massachusetts, and, if forci¬
bly resisted, it will notwithstanding be surely executed."
The General Assembly of Rhode Island adjourn¬ed on Friday evening, after a session of four days,

to meet at Providence on the third Monday in
January.
The two Houses did not join ia grand committee for the

election of a Senator in Congress. The Senate proposed to
join by a vote of 18 to 15. The Houae refused by a vote of
35 to t9. So the election goes over to January.
A proposition to remove all diaabilities by reason *f con¬

victions for political offsnces was again brought up io the Se¬
mite and defeated by a vote of 17 to 14.
A proposition to repeal the law which requires the voter to

write his name on the back of his ballot was discussed in the
Houae, and was laid on the table by a vote of M to St.

OFFICIAL.
By the President ofthe United States of America.

A PROCLAMATION.
Whereas, by an act of the Congress of the United

States of the 24th of May, one thousand eight hun¬dred and twenty-eight, entitled " An acl in addition
to an act entitled 4 An act concerning discriminatingduties of tonnage and impost,1 and to equalize the
duties on Prussian vessels and their cargoes,,r it is
provided that, upon satisfactory evidence being given to the
President of the United States by tbe Government of any
foreign nation that no discriminating duties of tonnage or
impost are imposed or levied in the ports of the said nation,
upon vessels wholly belonging to citizens of the United States,
or upon tbe produce, manufactures, or merchandise imported
in the same f om tbe United States or from any foreign coun¬
try, tbe President is thereby authorized to issue his procla¬
mation, declaring that the foreign discriminating duties of
tonnage and impost within tbe United States are and shall be
suspended and discontinued, so far as respects tbe vessels of
tbe said foreign nation, and the produce, manufactures, or
merchandise imported into the United 8tates in the same
from tbe taid foreign nation, or from any »other foreign
country, the said suspension to take eflect from the time, of
such notification being given to tbe President of tbe United
States, and to continue so long as tbe reciprocal exemption of
vessels belonging to citizens of the United States, and their
cargoes, as aforesaid, shall be continued, and ne longer :

And whereas satisfactory evidence has lately been received
by me from the Government of the Republic of Chili, through
an official communication of Senor Don Muvib Cmtulo,
accredited to this Government as Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentiary ef that Republic, under date of the
31 st of October, I8601, that no other or higher duties of ton-
nage and impost are impeeed or levied in the port* of Chili
upon vessels wholly belonging to citizens of tbe United States,
and upon the produce, manufactures, or merchandise import¬
ed in the same from' the United States, and from any foreign
country, whatever, than an levied on Chilian ships and their
cargoes in the same porta, and under like circumstances:
Now, therefore, I, Millakb Fillmohe, President of the

United States of America, do hereby declare and proclaim
that so much of the severs! acts imposing discriminating du¬
ties of tonnage and impost within the United States are and
shall be suspended and discontinued, so far as respects the
vessels of Chili, afad the produee, manufactures, and merchan¬
dise imported into the United States in the same, flbm Chili
and from any other foreign country whatever ; the said sus¬

pension to take effect from' the day above mentioned, and to
continue thenceforward so long as the reciprocal exemption of
the vessels of the United States and the produce, manufac¬
tures, and merchandise imported into Chili in the same, as
aforesaid, shall be continued on the part of tbe Government
of Chili.

Given under my hand, at the city of Washington, the
1st day of November, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and fifty, and the seventy-fifth of the independence of the United States.

By the President: MILLARD FILLMORE.
W. 8. Dehbick, Acting Secretary of 8tate.

THE WOMAN'S CONVENTION.

>

The Editor of the Springfield Republican amuses
himself and his readers with the subjoined playfulridicule of the Woman's Convention, lately held
at Worcester.a more appropriate mode of treatingsuch vagaries than grave argument: t
Thk Womii's CoNVEifTioir..We have waited in sus¬

pense for the breaking up of tbe Woman's Convention, at
Worcester, which commenced and closed its sessions last
week. Our fears for the result of this movement may have
mado us suspicious of appearances. The ladies on the street
have carried an arch and saucy look, which indicated the pos¬session of concealed weapons, or the existence of some plotby which the wrongs of womanhood were to be redressed.
Every petticoat has looked like a barricade, bonnets have
been transformed to helmets, parasols have been suspiciouslypointed at the end, and the soles on the shoes of the dear
creatures have appeared to possess an uncomfortable thickness.
All these indications have had a tendency to alarm us,.andlead us to imagine that a violent social revolution was immi¬
nent. Thp danger is now apparently past, and herewith we
issue from the bushes, and reconnoitre the field from which
our fears had driven us.

The, ground taken by tbe Convention was, we suppose,stated in the resolutions, though there was any quantity of
speaking, wildly outside of them. Female Ultraism is much
like that whioh rejoices under another gender. An ides,, verygood in itself is seized upon, a ring is formed around it, just
as school girls form a ring when they play " pizen," and then
they whirl around and around it, until their brains get dizzy,
and then, in their crazy head-swimming, they think the whole
world is " topsy-turvy." The rights enumerated in tbe reso¬
lutions wero : I st. A right to an equal education with man,in our high schools, universities, and theological seminaries.
2d. An equal copartnership in (he labors and gaius of men,
with free access to the purse-strings, without the husband's
permission. 3d. A co-equal share with man in the formation
and administration of the laws. Other resolutions went fur¬
ther into metaphysics than the brain of an inferior sex can
follow, and we omit their mention.
No man doubts the right of woman to the full developmentof her moral, intellectual, and social nature. No being more

than man has reason to regret that this right is held in light
esteem by womankind generally, or more laments tha sparing
manner in which it is exercised. This is a right which man
grants, and for the improvement of which he is willing to
sacrifice his time and his money. Man is willing that wo¬
man should have the social position for which her nature fits
her; nay, he has already awarded it to her. Woman is the
recipient of his tenderest devotion, the products of his toil*
and the holiest sympathies of his nature. 8he is the secret
spring of his best energies; the one active and all-pervading
influence of his whole life.
" Women of the nineteenth century " and of tbe Worces¬

ter Convention, however, wish to be preachers, politicians,
merchants, and administrators of law. That they are not all
these they declare is a foul wrong. It were useless to reason

against fanaticism like this, and fruitless alsov Views like
these can never prevail among the sex. The soil is already
too well cultivated for such unnatural growths.
We are told that some of the speeches made at tbe Con¬

vention were very talented, and doubtless they were so. Mrs.
Davie presided with great dignity. Miss Brown, a beautiful
young lady of Oberlin, in a fluent speech, is understood to have
floored St. Paul on a Bible argument. Mrs. Tyndale, of
Pennsylvania, was proved to have been a successful mer¬
chant, and Sojourner Truth, a fugitive slave, made a smart
speech, in which man, the tyrant, caught it some. She clo¬
sed with a prayer that " God would make her a double wo¬
man, that she might hold out to the end." Mrs. Rose, of
New York, thought that if one sex must have the advantage
over the other, it must be the female, See. &c. We are
aware that few of our fair readers entertain opinions coinci¬
ding with these, and have no doubt that they will agree with
us in saying that all these women would have done much
more for the proper advancement of their sex by staying at
home, tending their babies, instructing their children, and
assisting their husbands ; or in fitting themeelvse to assume
those high duties for which no woman yet ever found her*
self too well qualified.
The Paxse or Mrssrssirri..We can count up about forty-

six political journala in the 8tate. Of these we exchange
with all but two or three. There are beeidee four neutral
papers, not one of which, we believe, has the slightest affinity
to disunionism. The political press we classify as follows :

Whig, and for tbe Union 22
Democratic, and for the Union 7

" and avowedly disunion 6
" and strongly agitationist 9
«« snd favoring Governor's proclamation, but op¬

posed to disunion as a present remedy 2
Unknown.. 1
There is one remarkable thing too about this. Every one

of the five avowediy disunion presses is published, it is be¬
lieved, in a community decidedly opposed to the pernicious
doctrine tbey inculcate.Natchez Courier.

The Wta*ix>ts..The minutes of the late yearly meeting
ol Friends held at Baltimore say :
" We have been informed from the Indian Bureau at

Washington that tbe Wyandot tribe of Indians, to whom
some assistance was formerly extended by this meeting, and
who subsequently removed from their residence at Sandusky,
in the State of Ohio, into tbe country between the Missouri
snd Ksnzat rivers, had concluded to relinquish their nation-
slity, and to hold their property hereafter in severalty ; and
furthermore had requested to be admiUed as citizens of the
United Ststee.
" 71m committee appointed to treat with them on tbe occa¬

sion represented, *That tbe Wyandot people base eo far
advanced in civilisation as to be capable, generally, of mana¬

ging tbeir own aflairs, and are qualified and calculated to
become useful citizens.a large portion of them being already
engaged in agricultural pursuits.'"In accordance with theee views, their several requests
were acceded to by tbe Government, and theee Indiana have
been adopted as citizens of the United States."


