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THE NAVY,

i

NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

“ A WORD FOR CANDOR IN POLITICBE."

No candid observer of our current politics can
have fuiled to deplore the acrimony which has come
t1 waik the discussions of the hour as joined by
the Yeated disputants of party. It seems almost
impossible for the ehampions of dissenting opinions
to argue their poiots of difference as questions of
priveiple, and thercfore deserving, as sueh, to be
considered apart from the motives imputed to their
respeetive  holders. In fact the standard of
jnet judgwent is eutirely reversed, and men are
too wueh in the habit of first gratuitously imput-
ingr wrong motives to their political opponents, and
of then jampivg to the facile but, with discerning
winds, the not very cogent conclusion that the
prieciples they advanoce must necessarily be un-
sound or ivjurious  Ta this way our political de
hatea too often degenerate into a mere .wrangle of
unseemly personalities, by which the cause of fruth
i ae little subserved as the proprieties of life are
little respected.

We have been rewinded of these blemishes in
she body politic by the fullowing judicions and
timely refloetions, which we fiod in the opening
aumber of the “Rouend Table,” a now weekly
journal of polities, literature, and art, just estab-
lished in the city of New York :

“Thers was & Bme, within the memory of some of ns,
when the odium theolugicum wus the most malignaot of all
animorities, 1t hus long paseed, not to return agaio, and
we ean now resrcely comprehend how good men could
bute, wayiny, avd evin murder cach other forentertaining
difisiing theories s to God aud the life of the soul  But
wa buve st with us & form of suimosity (quite as unrea-
s ble, sud sometinies ne peanicious in its entire sweep
of mfluenee. 1t is 1he odivm politicum—party hatred, 1t
Lias its most repulsive, i not its wost baneful exhibition in
our own e¢ountry, snd the fact that it remains, and even
increases in virulenea, in this erucisl agony of the nation,
i« oue of the darkest and most disheartening fuots of the
fime.

“ When this tremendous stroggle was foreed upon the
palicn, wise and patriotic men said, now we will lorget
party sud personsl smbition, nid stand togetber as one
wisn for the nationsl salety and henor ; ali party differences
and rivalries shall be deferred to the great work of saving
from destruction (be Coustitution and the Union., Bot ut
liret we thought we were doing it, svd the only question
was, who should be first to do, to sacrifice, and suflar, that
the nution might live.  Blessed daye, but all too short.
We lind wot virtue enough for such high sobievement
Hurdly weas the first blood shed 1o the grand struggle be
fore the old banners of party were unfurled again, aod
purbienn atrife raged more fiercely than ever before ; and,
it must be eontessed, never were the accusations and
eriminntions burled back sod forth so wholly falee and un-
just, =0 utterly malignant sod erusl, a8 at this woment.

 Letus put curselves in the position of & disioterested
observer—u strapger landivg on cur shores, wholly igno-
rant of our politiesl babite, and bearing our street talk and
rending our newspupers with the ll.lpu:silinn that we are
utteriug 1he truth of esch other. What must be his
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opaning ol its present session

tensive and arduous labors of (he gallant officers and men
who are now engaged in that branch of the public servies,
as well as for tha gigantic strength and proportions our
navy has attained sluce the commenesment of the rebel-
lion, sll attesting the energy nnd ability with which this
important Department of $he Goyernment bas been eon-
ducted. We regret that we are under the ueces ity of
owitling uny part of the report, to which, however, we
proposa to recur at n future day if opportunity should

offier,
THE BLOCKADE,

The naval operations of (be year have been varied and
wore arducus ns well as far more extensive than ever be
fore under the Government A blockede eommencing ot
Alexandrin, in Vitgin, and terminatiog at the Rio Grande,
how been efeetively maintained  The extent of this bloek-
ade, necording to an necurato table of messurement enre-
fully prepsred at the Cosst Burvey Offico, covers & dis-
tanee of three thousand five hundred and forty-nine statute
wiles, with one hundred and eighty-uine harbor or river
openings or indentations, aud muech of the const presents
a double shore to be gusrded. In sddition to the eoast
blockade, s nuval fores of more than one hindred vessels
hits been employed in patrolling the vivers, cutting ofl’ re-
bal supplies, and enoperating with the nrmies io t o sup-
pressivn of 1he rebellion.  The distance thus traversed
and patrolled by the guuboats on the Mississippi and its
tributaries ix 3010 miles, nod the sounds, bayous, rivers,
and inlets of the States upon the Atlaotie and the Gulf,
covering an extent of about two thousend wiles, have alao
been penetrated and watehed with unceasing vigilanee.
The blockade is becoming wore «fieetive and complote.
Progress bas been wade in repelliog the rebels from the
coast, sud cireumeeribing their lamts.  The Mississippt
and ite tributaries have, after a proteaete |, persistent. nnd
severe struggle, in which the whole energies and eflorts
of the insurgents were engaged to obatruct and prevent
our success, been re-opened to navigation sud commeres,
A the rebels have never possessed wn open port for either
belligerent operations or commercinl purposes, ror & naval
or gommmercsl marine, their maritime trade snd proceed-
ings bave bren chiefly derived from foreign adventurers
and foreign enpital. If, in the early period of the war,
the unserupulous and uoprincipled traders who, in viola-
tion of law and publie morality, embarked ia illicit schomes
to violate the blockade, snd furnish the rebels with sup-
plies, were successful, the genersl results of the year, now
nenr ita cloge, bave been to them moet disastrous. ‘The
vigilanee of our naval forees and the stringeney of the
bluockads have operated with great severity on those who
have risen in arws ngainst their country, and have eaused
heavy losses to those who have abetted, or have been in
eympnthy with the rebellion. 4
I do nut propose in this report to enter upon the details
of vur paval operations sinee my Inat annual communica
tion, but ehall append the official reports of the officers
themselves, which best narrate their respective lsbors and
pchiavemants, No nobler encomium esn be swarded them
thau the plain statement of their deeds, and no summary
ean do Justice to their unsssuming communieativns.  The
cruiging grounds of the several blockading squadrons re-
main unchunge=d eince my last report

NORTH ATLANTIC SQUADRON.

astonishment sud borror!  He sees the netion convulsed

' anguinary eivil war of sny age—hrother at! )
o3 G So PR UALEY guniund vearly | Nerth Atlantie Squedron, fnithfully and sbly discharging

| his duti
! respects, of great embarrsasment

war with brother, and father with
fourth part of the couatry desolated by the tread of
mighty armies  He finds ut the sume time the people of

the loyal States divided into two hostils parties, so nearly |
equnl that every clection is eontested with almost fright- |

ful earnestvess, nud with the use of all svsilahle means, | Peen penetrated, . 2
1f ! tire const, so that all intercourse with the rebels has been

honest or otberwise, for eblaining the sscendsncy.
tos were & iere rivalry of men for offics and power, it
would be gad enough ' x time of such genersl distress
and penl. But 1t w apperestly much worse than that.
The nstonished foreigner bears oue party stoutly affirming
thst the other ie au orgunized band of traitors, actuslly
desiring the succrss ol the rebellion, and, becausa they
bave not the wanlhiness to flght for it, aidimg it all they ean
by their voles.  Ile bears (be other party retort that the

eupportera of the Adminstration are fanaties and bypo- |

crites, seeking the overthrow of slavery at the South by
destroyiog the States, apd by erusting out freedom ot
specch, the press, sod the ballot, every where. The
stranger may well conelude that, il what these two divi-
slone of the Awericau people sny of ench other aud the
dovernment is but ball true, thera ean be no hope for the
nation ; thers is not encugh integnty left any where to
save 1 and it woust perieh in its wadoress aud guilt.  Yet

this s the spectacle we pressot to all the woild; and wo |

seold the world beesuse it will not think us better than we
profess 1o be, and will neither beiieve in the gooduess o
onr enuse por one sbility o msjutaia it.  Bat we are bat-
ter than we seem.  The world mirjudges us, by onr nwn
fault eeriainly, and we shall yeat prove by great and noble
deeds ihat we tinve belied cuiselves

“ Partiean abuse snd elander are wetitsble, in some de-
gree, under n popular Government.  We cannnt be wholly
nogelie i our etrife for power.  But teed we ba a0 utter-
Iy false, #0 ternbly unjust, eo wholly infamows in cur par-
tieansbnp ' Lot us, at least, make an eflort toward can-
dor and soire degree of mutus] courtesy.  Let ua, ot least,
not set the truth sltogerher ot defianee in our charncteri-
eations of parlivs and of men, There mny ben temporary
ghin by rainz urjust prejudices swong the ignorant aod
bigoted elaseen, by false secusstions and abusive epithels
Hut there esn bo no permanent suceese in the use of such
wespons, and it s guestionable whother even for the time
we do not repel more voles than we atiraet by their use.
Lok st the fnets ne we all know them o be, in contrast
with the ‘alee misd irritating Isnguages of our partisan presses
I here vy be n few men in the North who desire Lo wee
this Ui destroyed by the conspiracy led by Jefferson
Duvie. We koow no one well now, but' we suspect snme.
We catnot prove the erime againgt them, aud shall be
glad Lo pee the suspectesd showiog our doubts of them 1o
e wnjuat  But there is ne party of volers in the North
L0 |‘ill}g the deatruction of the ‘-’HIHH‘ ﬁ!llt thatl, too, for
the snke of elavery. The idea is wa movebrogs s it i
ml-e.  Ou the ither kard, there sre a few Nortbern men
who desire the destruction of the Union unlees slavery is
destroyed.  ‘Lhey have Dir yesrs avowed this.  But they
rre nol n party ; they gre not even a faction, politieally
spreaking o they nre not voting wen, nor fighting men, but
kind-henrted drenviers snd eothusiasts, There in po poli-
tieal parly secking the destruction of slavery st the ex
penst of Lhe Lnion
unlesa alavery is rooded out
mre for the Union st
patrictiom shike by deeda that will be imwortal when
crnlests nre lorgotien.’

party

THE WANTS OF THE CONTRABANDS
We find in the Springfield (Mass ) Republican of Wed
newday Inel the following letter from the Rev. A. 8 Fiskr

i seference to the destitution of the eontrabande ou the |
It in truly, ns the Ropublican charae-| promote operatione ngainst the defences in the harbor,

Missi=nippi nver
u startling statement of facte:"”

To the Fditar of the Republican.
A vimple statement of fucts throngh your eolumns w

ferigent,

renchied by ot
1 here are

1T miennus
hetween Mamphis nod Natebez, not lees than
filty thowsand bineks, foon smong whom have been ealled
all the nblebodicd men for the military serviee.  Thirly-
five thousand of these, viz thoae in campa between Heli-
na and Nalehez nre furnished the shelter of old tents and
stibsietencs of 8 chieap ration by the Gorernment, but are
o ! other thigs in extreme destitution.  Their elothing,
o perlnps the cnse of 8 fourth of thie number, in but one
sipgle worn and seanty garment

w ol all thesa
i the midsummer or earlier, they cama
trom the whatidoned plantations of their masters. Multi-
todew ol thewm bave uo beds or bedding—the elayey enrth
the resting place ol wonen and bubes through these stormy
winter month«
news sod wre sillicted with sl fatal disesses.

Hut t

ralment sinee,

Medienl nt-

or reanlsad aguinst peace and reanion |
The pecple of both partion |
lnet, nud wiways, ready bo sufler |
and e tor it sud both parties have demonstrated their

il |
rench wot & w benevolent persons who cannot well be

Ihey hive of necessity in exteeme Glih-

Acting Rear Admirs! Lee continnes in commeand of the

es in a positivo of great responeibility, and, in some
g Seconded sud sustain-
ed as he has béen by officers of zenl and efficiency, the
rivere of Virginia snd the gounds of Norlth Carolina have
whatehed, and punrded, ns wel as the en-

"eut off with the single exception of the pert of Wilming-
| ton, to close which has been difficult frow it fwo inlets,
| thirty miles apart, flavked by extensive batteries. Seme
of the fastest steamers from the Clyde nud other quarters.
of light draught, have, under cover of darkoesrs, succeeded
in elading espture, but most of even that deseription of
veagele hive fallen into our haed or been driven on shore,
With thess exeeptional eases, all [vreign and constwise
commerce with the rebels has ceased in that quarter, At
Washington, Newbern, nnd elsewhere on the ioner waters
of North Curoling, end slso on the Nansemond, York, and

We make room to-day for a large portion of the sble
and highly iulerestiog Aunual Report of the gecretary of
the Navy, which was comwmuvicated to Copgress st the
This Report will atbract
notice especially for the record which it makes of the ex-
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vetnels kuew thelr power aod sought the encounter, This
battle was to test not only the vessels but the new fifteen-
iuch ordusnce, then for Lhe Grst time brought into naval
warfare, and conceruing which there had been, as well na
with respeol Lo the versals themaselves, some variely v
opinivy,  The coufliet was 8o brief and deeisive (hat ouly
one of the two momtor vessels, though not widely seporat-
ed, and each eager for the fight, was able to participate in
the engagement. The Nabaut, baviog wo pilet, followed
in the wake of the Weehawken, but before she could get
into acticn the contest was over. Buch was the brevity
of the fight that the Weehawken, in about fifieen minuter,
aud with only five shots from her heavy guos, overpower-
ed apd captured her formidable antagonist before the Na-
hant, which was hastening to the work, could dischargs
& single shot at the Atlanta, This remarkable result was
an additioonl testimony in favor of the monitor cluss of
vessels for harbor defence and eoast servioe agninst any na-
val vessels that have bean or are likely to ba construcied to
visit our shores. It nppears also to have extinguished
whatever lingering hopes the rebels may have had of with-
standing cur naval power by naval weans,

EASTERN GULF SQUADEON.

Acling Rear-Admiral Bailey has conlinued in eommand
of the Eastern Gull Bquadron, olosely blockading the Flo-
rida peninsula from Cape Canaveral, on the east, to Pen

sacola, on the west There having been no iwportant
wilitary movements within thess limits, a elose watch of
the conat and of the adjreent waters hus been maintained
by the navy, reenltiog i the eapture of many prizes, snd
the almost entire anothilation of all illieit traffic.  Some
importsnt boat expeditions for cutting out vessels and de-
stroying rebel salt works have been projected sod execu

tad with success. Lying adjacent to Cuba, and not far
dintant irom Nussau, the const of Florida presented muny
availuble pointe for eluding the blockade, chiefly by emall
vussels, which were capabla of penetratiog the shallow
burbors and inlets which indent ita shores, But the trado
hus not been earried on with impunity—more than one
bundred eraft of various descriptions have been captured
or destroyed by the squadron during the current year.

WESTERN GULF SQUADRON,

The duties of the Western Gull squadron have been
diversified and exacting. 1'or » cons derable part of the
year Rear Admiral Farragut felt himself compelled to em-
ploy many of his most ¢flicient vessels in ve river ser-
vien, co operating with the army, with a view to reoponirg
the navigation of the Missisaippi, and expelling hoatile
forees from its banks. Impressed with the great import-
anee of this work, and aware of the determination of the
Government to promptly and firmly re-establish the na-
tional autbority in thnt quarter, go that the ocean outlet
of the grest centra! vadey of the Uvion should be unre-
strieted and secure, Resr Admiral Farragiut committed
the subject of the cosst blockade to others of his com-
wand, nnd devoted hia unremitting personal attention to

s T

dial eo-operation with the armies. Hear Admiral Porter
bas well sustained the renvwu which the gallant and la
manted Poute s nobly earusd, and has earried forward to
sucoessful results n larger and m re powerful force thau
was ever ul the disposal of that bervie officer. o creat
ing and organizing rhis syuadron, and armiong and manniog
the vessels, it must vot be forgotten that the servies la-
bored under many and great dissdvaoisges, for the Go-
vernment had no pavy yard or exinblishwent of its own on
which the Department ¢ uld dep-nd. In the abseves of
nny governmental yarda, shops, etorebouses, and other ne-
conniry fueilities aud uids for n paval establishment, aud
aleo of mechanics snd workmen, 1t became necessary te
colleet aud send out and receive mﬁpli« from some cen-
tral and seours position. This work has beeu parformed
chiefly at Cairo, under th+ superiotsudence and mansge-
ment of officers who bhave devoted themaelves to their less
conspieuous but not less indispensable work with an ae-
siduity and labor not surpassed even by their more active
associates who were fucing the enemy.

: POTOMAC FLOTILLA.

Allured by high prices and tha prospect of gain, merce-
nary adventurers as well as rebels and rebel sympathizers
bave contipued to earry on to some extent illicit and con-
truband trafic between Maryland and Virginia, rendering
it necessary to maintain & considerabla fores on the Po-
tomoe.  The flotills, under command of Commodore Har-
woud, has kept a closs wateh and guard to intercept and
prevent, ns fur 68 possible, communieation with the rebels,
and many eaptures hinve been made; but the punishment
inflicted on those who attempt to deal with traitors and
furnish them supplies has been co light, that thess petty
contrubandists, ns well as the more open blockade-rucnere,
have earried on their employment with some degres of im-
puuity. In one or two instances armed bodies of men have
sppaared on the Virginia shore, as if with the intention of
molesting navigation, but they have abruptly fled on the
approach of a gunboat. 'T'» guard against possible contin-
geneies at the Lime of the invasion of Maryland aud Penn-
sylvania, which terminated in the battle of Gettysburg,
vessels were atntioned st what were deewmed available
points along the upper waters of the Chesapeake tocao-ops-
rite with the military suthorities, A gunboat wa seob up
the Susquebanna to {h'm! de Grace, another up ths Guu-
powder, & third up the Backwater, while one was tlso
posted at Anoapolis, and anotber af Wilmington.

THE NAY AL FORCE.

T Linve wentioued in former reports that the naval force
ut the commencement of this Administration consisted of
peventy-six vessels, aod of these only forty-two were in
commission, The additions which have gince been made
have elevated the country into n first-class naval Power
In the following table an exbibit is presented ol the sctual
number and deseription of our naval vessels at the date of
my last report, and at the preseut time :

Comparative Exhibit of the Navy, December, 1862 and 1863

the energetic and vigorous pro-ecution of the at of
the rebels, to overcoming and reducing their batteries,
and lo removing every obstaele with which they sought to
uppose the navigation of the river, or to resist the authori-
ties of the Union. Soon wfter the eapture of New Or-
leans, in the spring of 18562, aod ns the natural result of
that event, the naval forees formed s junction ; and, could
the army at that time bave furvished an adequate co-
operatiog land force, the reduction of Vieksburg might
tave been nccomplishad, and the occupntion snd naviga-
tion of the river ensily seeured. But the omission to do
this gaye the rebels opportuniry to immensely strengthen
Vicksburg, and aleo to fortify Port Hudson and Grand
Gulf in wddition. What, therefore, might hnve been de
complished with eomparatively little effort in the summer
of 1862, was 1 work of immense and almost ineredible
lsbor and difficulty in 1863, Jt waz indiepessable that
eommunication should be opensd with Reer Adwmiral
Porter, of the Mississippi squadron, and Geoeral Grant,
both of whom were operating against Vickeburg. Rear
Admiral Farrsgut, therefore, moved up in strong foree
from Baton Rouge in March, intending to pase the bat-
teries at Port Hudson, but only his own flagship, the
Haitford, snd the Albatross were successful. With these
he suceeeded in appro.ching Vieksburg, snd in e mmuni-
catiig with Rear Admiral Porter aeross tha jeninsu'a.
This gallant act of Rear Admiral Farragut beivg eff-cted,
the puvy had command of the river between Vieksburg
and Port Hud-on, and was enabled to establish & blockade
of Red River, and thus intercept the supplies from Texns
destined for the rebel armies. The ineurgents felt this to
ba one of the wmost serious and fatal blows inflieted on
them during the year, aud from the effscts of it they have
never reenvered.  This secomplished, the Admiral left bis
flagship, the Hurtford, and returning below by way of the
Atehafalaya, he resumed operations for a final sassult on
Port Hudson. To meet the requirements of the occusion
a force was kept always r--:;ly to co-operats with the
army iu its movements ; aud on the part of the navy a con-

other rivers of Virginia, our naval officers have been sleap-
lees sentinels, and Lhey have exhibited examples of herae
bravery and daring in repelling the rebels and proteeting
and succoring the army when m difficuliy, which refleet
honor on themsalves aud the service

EOUTH ATLANTIC SQUADRON.

The Bouth Atlantie squadron har eontinued to enfores
the blockade with vigilavee snd effeel. 1t is not known
that any vesarla now eluds the sigilance of the fl-et or
eflect emmunication with the rebels on that soast. 8o
long e the blockading loree vemwgined off Charleston, in-
 wtend of getting witlin the bar, the illieit trade af thet
point was prosecubed with some sueecns, and no vigilanee
of aetivity conld wholly preventit.  With a view of inter-
dictivg ull traffic, and, if possible, of eapturing (Charleston
itaelf, the original aeat ol insurrection and of disuuion,
praparations wers mads by this Departinant, commeneing
more than s year ngo, for the oecapation of the bsrbor and
the reduction of the delenees,

timious shelling of the place (rom moriar boats, vessels,
and anaval battery on shore, manned by seamen, whs
mnintamed, seconding the army. Nearly thres thousand
14-inch shells were thrown into the works by the mortar
vernels, and the naval battery of four Hinch gnoe, used na
u breaching battery, performed good service. In conse-
quence of the eapture of Vieksburg, on the 4th of July,
the reduetion of Port Tadson beeama insvitable, and the
gherigon finslly surrendered, on the Dt of July, to General,
| Banke, who, for some weeks, had besieged the place,
This waa the last stronghold of resistance to the Na-
tional auttority en the bauks of the Missiseippi.
The river being uow opened for peaceful commereial
pnrsuite, Rear Admiral Farrsput turned over to Hear
| Adwiral Porter the entire control of the western waters
above New Oclenns, and departed himesell for that clty
| Deeming that 1ia long service and useful Iabors of eigh-
| teen months entitled this gallant officer to special eonside.
ration, the Depaitment teudered him s reapite, which ha

The completion of the | secened, and Commaodore H. 1. Bell, the pext officer in

iron elad veassls was urged forwand with sll the energy | rank; was appointed to comwand the squadreon in his ab.
the Department could infues jnto the eontractors. and such | penee.

| wther e fficient vessnls g could be made available were
| ordered to the equadron to ndd to ita power and eficiency.
| Delaye and difficulties intervenad, and it was not until the
(7th of April that n demonstintion wes made. Ona the
L afiernoon of ihat dey Rear Admiral DoPont, in the New
| bronsides, seeomparied by seven turreted vessels of fhe
. Monitor elags nnd the guaboat Keoknk, proeseded up the
| harber and made a viporous sseault upon Fort Sumter,
I}"mm wome difficulty or defect the Adwirnl's thip was
| unable to get into setjon, but the athers proceeded onward
|t the nttack, and sustwined o terrifie eoncentrated fire
from nutnercus battorive,
Owing 1o the submerged obstructions, Lhe charneter of
which wns not understond, it was not deemed advianhle to
'Inl.te-mpt I parsrge up to the ¢ iny. wnd, afler n enntest ol
| lesn thinn two Boura, the s gnsl waes given to withdenw the
deel.
| the tarietigd vissele, nnd only one Life was list in thie re
i markable cantesl  No sabips ever belore suslained such a
| eoneentrated fire, and the pndaring quslities of this claes
| of vesu-ele were fally proved it wag intended to have re
| newed the attaek on the following day, bt his intention

deawn from the barbor, undar sn apprehension that they
conbd not withetand the eforms of the season and the fire
| of the rebel battorivs nt important considerations ren
| derad 3t proper Lhat the foiee should repmin inwde the
| bar, and ovldeys wepe oot to Rear Aduaral DuPont to
| Lhiat effeet,
| The report of the superintending engineer nu (o Lhe in-
! Juries whieh the turreted vesseia hnd aontgined wis antisfae-
| tory, nud confirmed the Goversment in its determinstion
i elone el ctunlly and completely the port, so ae to pre
vent the ingress or egress of & single vessel, and slso to

| Resr Admiral DuPont hasjog exproessed a willingness to
relinquish the position which he bud pecupied for eighteen
wonthe, Kesr Adwirnl Andrew H, Foote was detailed to
relieve biw., That bruve and distinguished officer pre
mred with grest plaerity and promptitude for the duty,
Lut, when on bis way o bhpe commnnd, wan seized with
| futal ilpess and died in New York, ][ necocinte and pe-
: eond in eompand, Rear Admiral Jolin A, Danlgien, nro-
ceeded immediatery {0 Port Royal, aud, an the Gth day ol
July, nesumed commwd of the puadron, A ecombined
| operstion o navsl and army foreos, e Jatter ander Gen
i Gillmore, was insbittad for the cecapadion and posagesion
| of Morria Islanf, on the south wide o the entrones to

army operating npon land, with the « Meient eo ogeration
ol the monitors siud the Tronsides, Marrie Tsland, with all
| its batterien, was eaptured. Sumter was soun made o
| piles of ruina by the lieree actillary of our forees, nithongh
| the rebeis contrived to continue a smnll but powerless foros
| theris under the prodeotion of surrenoding batteries. In
| the slow -nprrnﬁunu of thie protragled siege of over five

monthe, wx well as in the demonstration of the 7th of April,

tendniee nod supplies are very inndequate.  They eannot | both Wbe resivting aud attacking powers of the wunitors has

dlving thie winter ba disposed to Inbor sand self support,
and compensated nbor ennnot be prosured for them 1o the
Ihey exnnot, in their presont condition, survive

cRInpE,
the winter. 11 i«

of them will perish before the spriog.  Last winter, dur

iog the monthe of February, Mareh, and A pril, I butied ak| for months, nnd the tesflie

Memphi= alone, vut of so average of wboui four thoussnd,
twelve bundred of these poople, or from twelve 1o twenly
adsy. One day we buried thirty-five.  Those who bave
bren gathered into eriup this summer wre quite an desli-
tule na thowe who were on our hands Insl winter

I'hiowe people have eowe in, not me & resuit of the eman-
cipabion prociamation, but ke n matter ".I necesnity, from
desclatod plantations.  1'bey had the choice between com.
g sud sinyiog bebind to starve.  They enme, many of
thow, 1o periso of nakedoess Common bumsnity sod
atr uationn hopor demmod that these women and elildren
be enved wlive AN forma of women's and children's
elothing are wevds d-—blankets and bedding—and fuuds
whieh con b turned nto elothing and mulerinl

A vominitiee iy Boston, whose tressurer is Mr. Alpheus
Huiay, o woviog +ieently in the work., Centributions
from W estern Massschuneits ean flow through bhis ehan-
gl nod renel without delny thoss who are perishiog iv
wet b A cowmities v been raised in Spriogfisld which
will doubtiens Lake the matter ln hand and move it vigor-
ounly. Yours, truly, in bebalf «f God's peorest,
o A 8. Fiskr,

Claplan 4th Miouvesota Voluntesre.
fpringhield, December 14

my eonviction thet, uprelieved, the half | 1stand, the commeree of Chagloston bne cessnd

been illustentid and proven

Bines the Heet under Admiral Dablilgren bas remained
| mede the bar, and we have had possennion il Morrie
Not a
i vengtung the ity
which hnd bsen to nome exteut,

single blocksde runner ban pyerendesd

But comparatively slight injury wasa sustained by |

was whacguently abandoned, and the vesssds were with- |

The blockade of the Gull has been, in the wain, «Mieiont
and suecessiu!, nlthough reverses at Galveston nod Sabine
Pass occurred, and, lora time, rockless adventurers and
foreign eapitnlista, to sume exteat, suceeaded, by pervert
ing neutral privileges and frandulently abusing veatrsl
righta on the Rio Grande, in enrrying on illicit trade with
the rebels through Matnmorns. The Rio Grande, being
the boundary between the Unitsd States snd Mexioo, is
open to the wayvigation of both countries, and eould not,
therefira, be blopkaded. With a knowledge of this faer,
n wnltidnde of schemes were projected, and, undor the dis-
giwa of neutral trade, Mutamworas sudienly became &
great commereisl mart for the rebels and their [riends,
But the shrewd'y devieed sebemea were soon interrupted
| with disnstrous conseguences Lo most of thows who partiei
| patedd n them, and the oceupation of the Rio Grande and

Brownsville hns put a fingl terwination to the Istely ex.
lensive commeres ol Matamorns, which is becoming as in-
| sigmifieant na it wia before the rebellion.

MISSISSIPPL SQUADRON,
| The Mn-lulpw tqllm‘lrrm has been aetivaly engagel in
D sueecssiul efforts to overoome the rebels and restors the
nntionnl aspendeney i the great central valley of the Union

Rear Admiral  Porter, whose activity, energy, and

rendinenss ol resonrees eminently fitted him for that eom-
| mand, bina exhibited extruo:dinary vigor jn various naval
| expeditions on the Mississippi and its tributaries, and io

z4nlutia ec-operation with the army in most of its impor-
l tant nperations,
| The eapture of Arkansas Post, on the Whita river, in
| Janunry, the deatruction of the batteries at’ Grand Gulf in
BMay, sud in eo oporation with the army the reduction of
Viekabuirg, which fioally surcendered on the 4th of July,
are the most prominent of the remarkable schisvements of
thia squadron, some of which are marked by iocidents of
singular and romantie daring.  In the appendix to this re-
port will be found correet recorda of the extraordinary ad-
ventures sttending the efforts to get control of the Yazoo
by sweeping from ite chanuel the vetwork of torpedoes,
explosive wazhion e, and contrivar cos for aubmarines war-
fare, noar its conllusnge with the Missisnippi. These
efforts were followed by the uovel and singular * Ya.
zoo Pasa Expedition,” and the expedition of *' Bleei's
Bayoy and Deor Croo k.

M the right bagk of the Hiniui?pi rornan of infereat
were nlso onneted by the hnray sajjors and boatwen on
thiey rivers of Arknneas and northern Louisisus,  Thp
Cumppe; land and the Tennesses hive been aotively pa.

Many children Bre wrap- Charleston barbor.  After aloag sid severe stoonggle, the | beolled by our vigilzat snd ekilful pavsl officers, and the
pra o ghtand day in tatiered blankes as their sole appa- |
‘r'upln huse bl wny ehange of |

{ exciting chase of Moigan by our Bienners on the Ohio,
| over & diatance of fiveé bundred wilm.'iul«rm“ hLm
sod hie band wheg sttemptiog o escape, naturally ai-
tencted the sitpntion pf the cyuutry.  But the great and
important esploits of this squadron wepe jn the viointy of
Vicksbuig, where the muin strepgth of the nayal an well
nn of the wilitary forees wers contred.  The magnitude of
the defences of this place, which were intended to ropu’se
nny toree, naval or military, or both combined, which could
bo hrought against them, wade the siege formidable, and
seciaed tor @ tise to defy all atbempts at their reduetion,
In ovarevming them, b pacy hocessatily periormed s
conspicuous and easentinl park. For forty: two days, with-
ont imbermiasion, the mortar boats were throwing shells

into all purts of the eily, and even into the works beyond
it,  Hehwy gung, moupted on reows, eommunded the im-
portant wiler battories, and fur fonrtean days maintained
an incesnant fire upon them. Thirtees heavy gnos were
fanced from the vemals, and officers aud men (whers they
eould be spured) were sont to man them.  The gaobonts

and with bargs profite, preeviowsly carred on, in extin
guwhied. As n poinwrein) et Clarleston bine o ox-
istenee; ber wealth, with fier trade, han departed. Ta n
military or strategic view ihe plaee o of litkls sonee-
uenes snd whether the rebels nre whln I-_-j grent sueriljee
and exhnustion to hold out n lew wes ke tmore or Jess s of | below thp eity, co-operation wilh the army; were oon-
nu importance. | tinuaily evgaged i shelling the place.  During the siege
The most marked aud exlimirdiongy ponfl ot within the | sizteen thourand shells were throwa [pom the mortars,
linnta of this equadron, or jodecd in 1he sersion during the | gunboats, snd nnval batteries upon the oity awd ite de-
year, and m some reapects oue of the most & guificnst and | fenpes before they eapitulated.
inet netive hu:n! battles of the wir, touk plaes on the 17th 'rh.. erention gnd orgamzation of this lnrge squadeon,
of June, in Warsaw Bound, between the Weehnwken, & | which has done sueh eliectiya sorvice on the Upper Mis
verrel of the wonmtor elnss, sod the i midsble srmored sinsippt nnd ita tribatacies, extouding over s istance of
sleamer Atanta.  Like the contest M ampton Jomds, | more than three thonsand wiles, may be justly considersd
in March, 1902, when the Monitor nud Mertimae weee pn .| nisiong the most wonderful events of the times It ia but
grged, tha buttle wia betwoon semored vessels, sod of litthe wer twn yoars sinee wa had not n navel vensel on
great cisparity n size, bul the resall wan vantly mors | sll thess waters, whors we sow have & squadron of one
speedy and decidive  The Atlanta wne n powerful stenm- | hundred vesses, carrying 462 gune, with srewp smonot
or, and had been ivon pinted by the rebelw, and prepaved | g in the Illnl'!"l!tﬂ o li.bﬂlﬂ. r,_!‘,fm men K,Gl'llllﬂk’-
for war plirposes ab immenss expense.  Tn the cocfidence | Tennessee. ua Arkansas, the upper portions of Missis.
of certain vielory «ver her compnratiscly duniontive ne- | sipph sud Lowsiann, and the southern portions of those
tagonists, the Weoehnuwken and Nabant, she was weaoin- Htates which border on the Ob o river on the north, have
panied by boats baaded with gny parties to witness ber | baen relieved and hberated through the instrumentslity of
triumph, but the brave officers sud meu ol our torretrd | the gunbosts, neting by themeelven, or in earnest and cor-
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No of No. of
veeeels  puns

fon'ge

Nuvy at the date of present report. ..l 688 | 4,43 i»Ih'?’,?ll'a"
Navy at the date of last rejort..oeee 497 3208 (340,036
Inereisn, exclusive of those lost.. ... 161 | 1,175 (127,911

I'essels of the Navy Lost since December, 1802,

| No. of | No, of

1n what manner lost, \vessels, guna |Ton'ge

Captured...ccaeanes P O e L 1R 18 5,947

Destroyed to pravent talling into
the hundaof reela. ccouenennnnn.s. 4 2 24933
Suok in battle or by torpedoss. ...... 1 28 220
Shipwreck, tire, and o lisgion . ...... T 61 4,851
Tl oes aasummmmsimsesaennsl. Gt 4 1001 15085

'assels Placed wunder Construction since December, 1562,

=5l s }
Diaeription. io§ A
4;. “ g
Double-end iron steamers. . .. 1,030 tons ench 7 | %4 7310
B ngle turret iron-olade . co... Gil4 tons exch 20 | 46 12,980
Doub'e turret i-on elada . .. 130 tons each| 4 | 16 12520
Clipper seroew 10078 «eea.. .. 2000 tons each 12 | 46 26 400
Serew eloops, spur deck. .. ... 2200 tons ench| 8 | 160 17,000
Serew-sloops ot grent speed.. 3,200 tons ewch o | 40016,000
Serew-sloops of great speed. ., 000 tons euch| 2 | 16, 6,000
A | | —
S8 | 452 G8010

y - R e S e L T e T ML o

Grand Ezhibit of the Navy when the Vesse's under Con-
struction dre Completed,

No. of | No. of |
vessels | guos. | Ton'ge

Tron ¢lnd steamers, const pervice. ....| 46 | 150 | 62518
Frov-clud stenmers, inland . ... 9 | 152 | L0781
Bide-wheel sleamers «.ccveeeencenanes 208 1,240 (126,07
Eeraw BtBATIOTYE. ccvvsscncnnssnsssasn | 198 1,578 o
Bailing veroels...ccnaniccnnannsannss | 112 1,923 | 70,256
TOIA v eune woresmsnsmennsones], BBBL| 4,043 [¥07.967 ]

There have been added to the Navy d ring the pact year,
by purchase, some thirty tugs, over fifty steamers for
blocknding snd supply purposes, and over twenty other
vessels for tenders and storeships. At lesst twenty of
the stenmars were eaptored in endeavoring to violate the
blockada,

. NAVAL DEPOT ON THE MISSISSIPPI,

T deem it proper to again allude to the expadiency of
en'nblishing at wo distant day a naval depot, yard, snd
foundry nt some necessible and suitable point on one of
the rivers in the valley of the Misgissippi. The sclection
of an nppropriate loestion for this purpose, where vessels
can be constructed and repaired, is & question of nativnal
importance. The United States have at this time one
butdred naval vessels on tifs Mississippi and ita tributa-
ries.  Tron and coal, as well as wood, with all the mate-
rinls for ebips-of-war, are sbundant, aud may be fuund con-
tiguous to eligibie situntions.

Btegamers of iron will endare for years in fresh water,
and the naval vessels which the Government may placs
on those rivers will be preserved  Should the projected
waler communication eopnecting the northern Inkes with
the great interior rivers by nn enlarged ship eanal be ear-
ried into effect, the Mississippi squadron could be made
avnilable for the defence of our northern frontier when eir-
cumstances required it.

VOLUSTEER OFFICERS—PROMOTIONS, ET0.

The important servies rendered by voluntesr officers,
and the eourngs and »kill displayed by them, as also their
adaptation to the profession, eommend them to the consi-
deration of Congresa,  While it eannot be expeeted, and
would not be desirable, to ineorporate permanently ioto
the nnvy, all who bold temporary appointmonte, theie are
nmong them some whose ab lities and worth shonld not be
loet to the sarvies.  Toose who bave served long and faith-
fully, and by their conduct, zea', and sblity werit it,
should be promoted to volunteer lisutenant commanders,
and & limited number of soluntesr oficers might be brought
into the line

It would doubtless eondues to the benefit of the servies
were officers of the line to undergo an examination for
promotion to sucesssive giades after Jeaving the soademy
until they sttsin the rank of commander. Bueh a regula-
tion would avoid the necessity for reticing boards, and be
an ineentive to excellence and n just reward to those who
strive to nequire professional knowledge after graduating
from the academy, and entering oo their earper of setive
duty, Much a rule in eatablished with tho ehgineer corps
and medioal officera, and ia productive al beneljeinl re-
sulte, A like rule sbould be established with assistant
puyuastors, whe ought not to be promoted until after the
ordeal of an exsminntion.

PIRATICAL ROVERS,

The recognition of the rebels as belligerents by the prin.
cipnl maritime Powers st the commeneement of hostilites
gave strength and eharneter to Lhe inauriection, whieh it
never could have kad but for that recogmtion. A declura-
tion of gentrality between the belligersnfe went abrosd
froom Governinpgnts with which we wers 10 amity, earrying
with it the semblinee of fairneas, byt which, in its opers-
tion, e must unjust townrde thie Gosernment aod country
The United Sintes hisd an extensive commeres which pene-
trated every seg, while the rebeis were without evmmeree
or ships. The 1lnited States had & navy, and egusdrons
on withont every ocean; the rebels had not s sngle armed
vearel at home or nbrond.  With n tull knowladge of thess
fnets, the pripeipal mapitime Powars of Kutope haatened
Lo reeognien the rebelg ae belligerents, and to decinre that
both the belligerenta should be treated slilie in the ir ports:
that the public armed vessels of neither shonld remsin
more than twenty four houra In their harbors nor receiva
wupplies or nesistance, except such as might be absolutely
necessary to oarry Lhem bome, and for three months there
after they whould not again recsive supplies in any of the
orta of phose Goveppments,  While this proclaimed nev-
rality did not afiect  wingls ship of jhe robels, for they
had not one to be affected, it axelu led the nagal vessaly of
the United States irom the ports of the prineipal maritims
ineru throughont the world, exeept under the restrictions
panmeragnd.

When the Bumter, a vowrel stolon (rom ogr merchanis, |
wade hor escupe and went abroad wrmed, but without »
recognised nniionality, to seize and destroy our merchant.
men upon the high sens, she found, unlike the Algerine
coreaire, refuge and prot ction within the maritime juris.
diction «f the grest Europeun Powers with whom the
United States were in friendsh p: and, fioslly, nter Laing
followed by our eruiaers into the harbor of Gibraltar, ahe
wae permitied by the nuthorition to remsin not only twenty-
four hours but hore (hno Lyyelve monthe, and was evestn
ally teansferred to mn English purshiser, went to an
English port, was refitted and loft the English shores with
a contraband oargo, and bas gince run the blockad -, earry-

tra ) va-S pren " s

& port of their own which they ¢1n enter, or lo which they
can send a slugle prize for aijudication, haw the
Hona, oggmluus Lroying the commerqal &hips of o
ublivn at peace with Britwin aud Frwos; but yef,
when these cotanirs have useded repairs of supplies they
bave experienend no difieully 1 procuring thew, booause
it bad been desmed ex o recoguise the rebels us
belligerents Not one of the many

oapture. Wanton destruction bins been the '
purpose of the captors, who have | h'ud .ﬂ“ﬁg
Pf?‘“! of their werchsnt vietl

his theory of recognisiog r a0 8000
as they lift their arms againet and thue
declaring them sotitled 1o u “on the high

aeas and v the barbors of the w

orid, a
port or navy of their owe. is the insugurat AN

poliey in llgwiﬂ'-m:"-ﬁl ulong ! '_.:'
years it has been an imuortsot peint in the progress of
civilization, snd particularly among the migtime Powers,
that the police of the seas should be guarded and wain

tained by the subjection of eaptures to udicution of
tribunals idmini?mring the m of uations, :’il:ieh reesive
from the hands of the eaptor Lis prize into the custody of
that Isw to be disposed of by its rules; but the eourss
pursued in fostering and giving ene vrageme he reb -
robbers who, without a recoguised national flag or a po
at their command, or any means of bringing their eaptures
to judgweut, are commitling their predatory wets, is a
restoration of that Algerine and Tripolitan system waich
‘“"5 o fllicted the civilized world, but which, under the
lead of vur Goverument, was exterminsted in the esly
part of the present contury. p .

Thus far these ruvers have eseapad capture, While in
the West Indies they were protected whenever they wers
ennbled to flse into & neutral port, or get withiv & marine
lengus of the shore of n neutral Governmest—nx privilege
that was never in any quarter extended to the Mediterra-
nean corsirs. Un'ortunately, most of the colonial suthor-
ties, and no inconsiderable po:tion of the  opul<tion of the
Euro, lependencies, infl d by the professed neu-
trality which elsvated insurgents, and sought to degrade
the uational suthority to an equality with them, wers in
sympathy with the predatory rovers, aud, while lending
them aid and often furvishing them with information, in-
terposed obstacles sud manitested unfriendly feelings to
the lawful :gernlinm of the naval forces of the Union.

Compelled, ss we bave been, to withdraw to n great ex-
tent our foreign squadrons, in order to establish and en-
foree the ilockade, the commerce of the United States,
sproad sbroad upon every sed, hus been snnoyed and often
plundered and destroyed by thess unlicensed rovers. With
none of the nobler attributes or gallaot and daring quali-
ties which characterize naval warriors, and partisularly
the Ameriean anilor, these robbers of the sea shun a naval
antagonist. Their prowess exhibita iteell in plundering
peacalnl commeres, and their wetims have besn nnarmed
merchantmen. Traversing the seas ns they do, with: ut &
ecuntry of their own to which they ean resort, it has been
difficult to trace or meet them ; and thus far they have,
with the shelter and assistance of Governments which re-
ooguise them ne belligerauts and equals, mansged to elude
our cruisers.

Their early operations were in the West Indies, where
we have an extended commerce, and where they had co-
ndjutord smong those foreign adventurers who were en-
gaged in illieit traffie, and symputhizers in a large portion
of the ecloninl anthorities. To proteet cur interesta in
that quarter, and eapecially to guard the trensure ships in
their transit to and from Aspinwall, a flying i quadron was
established in the sutumn of 1862, and placed under the
commwand of Acting Rear Admiral Wilkes. This officer,
by his energy aod decision, contributed to bresk up one of
the uvrrnl%inau of illie't traders erganized to carry sup-
plies to the rebels in ships ostensibly bound for Matamo-
ra#, but with eargoes having & contingent destination to
Texns. Whils, however, he displayed efficieroy in seiz-
ing that olase of blockade-tunners, and war successful in
breaking up one of the many cunningly contrived arrange-
ments, ke failed to eapture the piratieal rovers.

The Department, antigipating that the Alabama and
her aesociates wou'd find it necessary to abandon the
neighbortiood of the Antilles, and satisfied of the direction
they would then take, ordered the Vanderbill, a faat
stenmer, on independent eruising duty, first in the West
Indies, and then onward to the Seuth, The orders to
Commander Baldwin, of the Vanderbilt, under data of
Junuary 27, 1863, were : “ When you are perfectly satis-
fi d that the Alabsma hs left the Gull or the West In-
dies and gone to some other loeslity, you will procesd
along the coast of Brazil to Fernando Norosho a d Rio
dw Janeire, making inquiries at such places ks you may
think advisable  From Rio continue your eourse to the
Cape of Good Hope,” &o.

In derogation of these spocial and explicit orders, Act-
ing Rear Admiral Wilkes, in fulling in with the Vander-
bilt, teansferred his flag to that ve<sel, and, attaching her
to e rquadron, detained her in his possession wo long ns
to defeat the object and purpose of tre Department. He
did not release her until the 13th of June, wh n Comman.
der Baldwin procecded to earry out his instructions, but
ha waa too late.  Ha arrived at Fernando Noronho on 'he
4th of July, st Pernambueo on the ith, and st Rio de Ja-
neiro on the 14th; thenea he procceded, on the 24d of
August, to 8t Helens, instead of going direot 6o thie Cupe
of Goed Hope. The unfortunste detention of the Van-
derbilt wholly defested the plans of ths Department for
the capture of the Alabsma, Florids, sud Georgin. They,
ns the .0:5 riment auticipaled, arrived i those Iatitudes
and visited those ports in May; but the Vaoderbilt, in
atend of being there to receive them, ax the Department
intsnded, was improperly retained in the West Tndies un-
til after that period. .

In nddition to the few vessels stationed abroad to guapd
our national intersats, others have from (me to time been
dispatehed in pursuit of the rovers, sll of whieh wers built
in apd have gone sbroad from foreign ports to prey upon
ous commeree  The detsils of all the measures which
have been adopted by the Depurtment in this view it is not
necassary here to disclose.  But with most of our naval
vosnels engaged in enforeing the blockade, and without »
clus to guide our independent eruisers on the trackless
ooesn, they have thus far been unable to enecunter these
somi-piratienl vessele, which always seek to evade a naval
notagonist.  Were the probabilities greater than they are,
however, of enoountering them, and were our public naval
vesaels permitted to enter the ports of the maritime Pow.
ern for fuel and other suppiies whea in pursuit, it would
not promote the interests of commares nor the welfars of
the eountry to relax the blockade for that object, Wo
have, however, no excess of seamen, nor even s sufficient
supply for the immedinte acd imperative duties that are
pressing upon ue, and although it would be inexpediont to
ke public sll the weaps thut sre taken snd causes that
control the notion of the Government, it may not be im.
proper to styte that ove of vur largest and {wtest steamars,
dostined for foreign servies, has boen detained for monthe
in eonsequenee nrun inadequate supply of senmen to mwan
her. Other vess=la are alao short ..f their complement.

ORDNANCE

The present condition of our naval ordnanes, as pre-
sented in the report of the ehinf ad interim of that bursan,
will bo read with interest. It exhibits a gratifying ad-
wanes in that deparbmoent of the servies sinos the eom-
mencement of the rebellion, and furnishes evidenca that
in general efficiency we are in a condition 1o maintain n
standing at lenst equal to that of any other Power. Aided
by private enterprise, the neoessitios of the eountry, which
wers great, bave bean snrmounted, sod, dispensing with
the old artillery to which wa for a time ware compelled to
rosort, our naval vessels have now an armament worthy
of the seryice. The suggestions embraeed in the raport
of the Chiel of Grdnanee are commended to the cony ders.
tion of Congress, and those whieh relate to the magazines
and n guonery ship are entitled to special regard.

PRI4ES,

The number of vessals oaptured Ly the rquadrons snd
reported to the Department to the [t of November ia
1045, elnasificd ne followa: Sehooners, 547 ; sleamers,
179 ; wloops, 131, brigs, J0; barques, 26 ; ships, 15; yaohts
aud small boats, 117 This in exolusive of & large vumber
destroyed an the Missismippi and other rivers and on the
const, A table giviog their names, datos of eaplure, and
other particulars, i+ sppended to thia report.

At the closs of the war of 1519 there were 01 vessals.
ineluding nrmed guobosts nud tenders, in the navy, and
the entire sumber of mg}um of armed and unarmed ves.
sele ponde by them was 21, Fove haodred and seventesn
commisiondd privatecrs were sffoat during the war, ani
their eaptures numbered 1 425—making the tota! number
ol eaptares by public and private vewela 1719

The value of prizes sent to the courta for adjudiestion
sinee the blockade wan established is not lerg than thirteon
million dollars. The value of those slrendy gondemned,
and of which notice has baen received at the Department,
is $O0I%083 40 the expenses have basn $007 407 64
leaving for distribution $35 307 970 34, as sppenrs by the
fullowing table

' |

v |
T Chrom Costa | Vet amonnt

w | Gmonpt of | and for

G mnlog sxpenses. | distribation

l'8 | |
B ston...... e [ vt | $860,300 15 905, IR8.44] 830 1347
Now Yorkooseoe, 80 | QRSO0 W67 10 73521
Philadelphin. ... 57 [*18 044076 149,806 06 1167051297
w, Wl eensnes 711402 052 30] 133200 45 15004 05 b1
whington.......| 14 T4,000 600 11060 1 [ LR ]
Hlmois .eeeae ewi] B G160 SN A0 85 Gb R

Tl e e .nnnsn 280 5 538 683 403607 407.61195,007 070 95

* Fhe s of $30,01553 allowsd Lo claimants by decres of conrt,

Ove half of the nett procesds arising from the sale of
priees ia by Inw st apart as & fund for the payment of na-
val pensions,  The pension roll on the 6 h of November
et smounted to §150 81250, and the estimatod inorenns
during the remaining eight months of the flseal yoar is
32570, Tha moiety of prigs miney dedieated na & pon-
sion fund, and now secomulating, should be made & pore
manent investment in' regintered Qovernment securizise
Were such the case, it is beliaved that the spnusl intereat
wonld b miffieent tg mest sl lishilitios for naval pen-

ing suppl ex to the rebels,

The Alsbama, the Flopida, the in wre armed
eruiners built in England, ;ua an ish armament on
board, and are manned by erews who arg almost excla-
sively Kuropean. Hailing sometimes r the Enghah

nad wometines under the rebel Hag, these rovers, without

vione, At least two million five hundred thousand dollars

veasels eaptured by
mulqnm&?u a legal

cati now be lovested witbout interfering M

mluol pensious, I recommend that the fu
_be made perisuent, and herenfter,
the mmount rouch oue b housap|

least one-hall shall bo investsd in regist
securitios bearing six per coub. interest.

MARINE CORPS,
Difficulty Las been experienced in

plement of marines in coneequence of
paid for army Muny whose time
though preferring to remmin with their old corps, have
been induced by extraordinary bounties to enter
It hus not been the policy of this Depsrtment to
the syatem of bounties for either the marive or
vies, but circumstances may render it e Y

a?;l'af onlunn}nﬁnmmlpdln‘; vrecommends that the
-whieh, when consists housand m
be ineressed w' i e Ann

ereass would not be an undue i

‘erense ; but & large portion of th
‘sion are of & deur?:ﬁnn that do

I. m" lfl curps
T ;

“-

other re in & el |
which they ars not drilled, and to whieh thay do nob
loug, n question of doubtful vxpediency. It ira que
indved whether it would not be better in every res
attnch the corps perwsunently to the navy or the army,
muke it exclusively subject to the control of one or
ek instead of occupying an

of ervice,

correaponding rag
oot to the consdail -
i Ll ] : "l’a‘_l

It is due to the officers connected with the Coast
that the nssistanse which they have given to our squad.
rong should be ackoowledged The value of the infurma-
tion which they have furnished our bloekldlg forces
througheul the war cannot be over-estimated. Not only
on the coast, but on the great interior rivers, they have
nided the serviee, snd promoted i s cficiency and its in-
tolligent action. Rear Admiral Porter expresses his great'
obligation to u small cosst survey party that acsompanied
the Missisaippi equadron for the maps and sketohes which
were used by hiun and corsulted by the army «fficera in

uiding their operations. - They were constantly

(in delineating the facs of the coun ry, gaining -
eal and hydrographical knowledgs, compiling maps, and
sk~tohing, when the maps were found E. be erroneouns.
The squadron would have been sometimes embarrassed
without them War eannot be wuccessfully earrisd on
without good mep4, and the general or admiral who has
the best charts will have an advantage which will go far
to insure success.

EXPENSES AND ESTIMATES,
The appropristions made for the fiscal year
ending June 20, 1563, wera - - §71,587,052 09
Expenses of the Depsrtment during same
time - - 63,211,105 27

Lenving an unexpendad halance of - $8,375,946 82

‘This amount will, however, be absorbed in tha comple-
tion and armament of vessels under eontract and the p
ment of other liabilities ineurved prior to the close of z
fisenl year.

disbureements of the naval establi-hment, the construetion,
in whole or in part, and the repair, of reventy-one iron-
clud veasels on the Atlantic and Western waters, the pur-
chasing, repairs, and alterations of three hundred aud
wixty vessols, ss well as the charter monay for the ordi-
nary serviee and for the ssarch after piratical vesscls on
the const,

The estimates submitted for the fiseal year ending June
30, 1865, are as follows: 2

Pay of the vavy - - -

. - $19423.241 0
of stenm m

Construction and repair L8

chinery = . = - . . 19362000 00
Coostruction and repair of vessels - - 32,575,000 00
Conatruction of armor-plated sea.steamers 19,606,000 00
Ordnance and magaznes - - - - B,603946 00
Fu 1, bewp, and e:taiplnmt of vease - 7.540 000 00
Provisions and clothing - - - - 6,915,606 00
Contingent and miseellaneous - - - 3 B69.850 00
Navy yards and superintendents . 2,668,448 00
Marioe corps - - - - - - 1,4456.321 B
Surgeons’ necessaries und hospitals 358,600 00
Tables of navigation, nautical instrumente,

nod Naval Academy - - - - 366,873 55

$142618,785 40

These estimates nre largs, but they are made upon a
war basis, and the present extraordinary cost of mate:ial
und Iabor renders & correaponding inoronse of estimates

and no other ruls ia & safe one—lurge additions sre to ba
made Lo our naval fures, and the bard serviee to which all
our squadrons are subjasted makes the repair and refit-
ment expensive,

A considerable portion of this expenditure will be an in-
vestment for value received, and the vessels and propert:
will remain on band when the rebellion shall be su; i
Th= efficient naval vessels will continue to constitute the
armad naval power that will be used to vindieate
defend our nationn! rights or may be considered an
nomieal investmant to insure peace. Such vesssls as
not be adupted to naval ocean service ean be'sold to
merchant marine, from which many of them were
cured. Whatever sums may be expended for docks, R
buildings, machinery, &o. will be pormanent investments
e the country.

&8t
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SUMMARY.

nnval vessels and the revolution oeeasioned by iron armor.
Ha pronounces the monitor class of aymored ships as com-
petent to perform not only all that should be expeeted of
them for harbor defenee, but, when f anlurl;d eapaeity,
to superssde shipe of higher pretensions. To maintsio
onr rightful mantime position, however, he su ta tur-
reted vessels of larger sige than any yet complated, oarry-
ing heavier guns, and adepted for znn( oruisrs by their
wizn, spoed, and qualities of endaranes. To order to have
at our eomwmand & vavy which shall fulfil these unex:m.
pld and exsotiog eond tions of eMoiency, n commensu-
rate public sstablishment or navy yard on a Iarge scale 1w
coumidered indispenssble, nnd the sttention of Congrees is
invited to the subject na one of wital noportance and true
coonomy. The arguments to thie end are presented with
grest fnlness by tho Secratary, and the impossibility of
mesting the exigency by & relinnes on private enterprise
is pointed out.

The necessily of edneating naval engiveeca for our navy
in briefly but pointedly demonstrated, and & courss of
study to be purcued is recommended. A plan for giving
employment to our senmen in time of posse is rug
na n means of building up and sustaining our navy by em-
ploying the fst nuval stenmers in the vosan mail serviee.
Hea desires seamen to be excmpted from the draft aod ea-
conrnged to enter the navy, y

This abls nod comprebensiva report alao digeusson (ha
Nuval Academy, bounties, lights und signals at ses, and
other topiea of impirianos conneeted with the incressed
officiency of our gallant navy.

CONCLUSION,

Tn coneluding this report, it is with sineare gratification
thint T acknowledge the able and «Micient aid which I have
recsived in the performance of my offieml duties from
gentlemen who, in (heir severnl grades, have boes aswo-
cinted with me in this Departinent, 1 bave, on former
oeenriuna, expregsed my bigh sppreciation of the serviess
of the Asmistant Becrstary nnd of the severnl Chiefs of
Iiur-.-luun. whese intv;uting rr]mrut'l afru Ap . Addi-
Lional experiones only eoufirms this favor
rnmmn:rn'-n the faithful and lulilfnﬂ;lbri; gﬁ::l.' i:
which the largely sugmentell clerieal labura of the Depart-
ment have been pedformed. 1t hias fallen 1o me to sand
the affaira of thin Department during & period of trigl and
encrifiee, in the sowiee of which our court + by nn effurt
which chal'enges the ndmiration of the world, has not only
ereated & nav' | power, but han anccesafully applied that
power in_the most ardncus naval enterprise ever under-
taken.  When, undar such eireumstances, devoting all my
ennrgies to the du'ies of my posicion, and mectiog all ite
grave regponsibilities to the beat of my ability, T have besn
eonstantly eheered and sustained by nesured convietion
tist the Navy of the United States has schisved a great
and new bistorieal ronown ; that it has expanded and in
axpandiog in n mensire commensirate with the exigepcies
of the conntry wnd of the tuoes; that it has dons snd is
d g herote mereie s in a great snd saered eanse, and that
18 foren in wislded by n body of officers and men who
huwl- atablished the highest elaim to the gratitude of their
country.

“FIVE CENTS "

A enrerapondent of the New York Bua mokes the fol-
luwing statement in relation io one of the New York skirt
manuineture re:

I haws ween the articles mude, ant it must be » “ smart
wormnn'' indead that could mako a dozen in two days.
Parhaps, it she sat in ber ehaic from daylight to daylight
apatn, she might -ncnm&uh her inek, buye oven th-n
doubt it,  Lst us describe thess skirts agnin—for we can-
it ha teo familiae with ao plessant a subject—they nre
mude of white flavnel; wil the seams ard fill>d on the
#i o, the selvedges are bemmed, the p..mumwr&
stitehied noross the op, three buttonholes, three buttons,
and noeard are sewed on, nod the artiole is finished. W hat
i the sum paid for n ) this Isbor 1 Five eenta! Think of
it=—just enough to buy n losf of bread. Moreover, 1he
stnonnt of thread necessary for manufnoturiog thess weti-
ol & tw w0 nioaly edoulated that the poor wamen bave to

wee m peedleful until there s nothiog lelt but & mite, or
they would net have enough.

The expenditures have embraced, besides the ordinsry

w7

necosgary. On the sssnmption that the war will continue—

The Seeretary reviews st length the improvements in -
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