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" BONER THOUGHTS TOR THE TIMES.

;. Uioer), in many of his letters snd spoeches im-
~medistely the overthrow of the Republio,
* dwells with honest indignation, not nnmingled with
-'deapondenoy; du the Juxury and frivolous amuse-
ments to which the people suffered themselves to
| be-addieted while the State was convulsed by civil
war and sctually in the throes of dissolution.
Instesd of praotising the virtues of self-denial and
of grappling with the stern dificulties of the time
. in which they lived, they sought diversion in the
. eares of business or in the dissipations of Roman
lifs.  Maguificent palaces were reared while the
foundations of the State were rocking beneath the
‘Blasts of contending factions, aud ocostly fish-ponds
expanded in their dimensions until they vied with.
the Lucrine lake.  Such was the optimism and such
the insensibility of the people that he writes of men
who'deemcd themaelves most happy if they ““ got
tame fish to come out at their call and eat out of
‘their hands—fools enough,” he adds, “ to believe
that if the Constitution were destroyed their fish
ponds would be safe,” There was no sdequate per-
"oeption of the duties demanded by the crisis, and
“mo attempt to perform them by the great mass of
the ruling population who gave a tone to Homan

It will not be denied that we are living in times
franght with the most solemn destinies that ever
. awaited any people—embroiled as wo are in s civil
“#at of unexampled magnitude, whether regard be
had to the extent of territory covered by it or the
trumber of the foroes brought into fratricidal conflict.
At the same time the foundations of our eivil in-
_stigations are destroyed in eleven States by their
uMu&fﬂ from the Federal Union,
" utitil' fhe lucerations of the body politic are no less
ﬁ-ﬁy&u the wounds and scars left by the ma-
terial strife of the war.
mm-::{:dl&uevihwhkhuufor
Kamiliation, or at least for soberness and recollec-
tion of tWought, what do we witn2es? The in-
“grease and spread of Tuxury and extravsgance on

every band. A spirit of speenlation pervades all

olagses of people. The inflation of the eurremey
Aewds itslf to the Aelusions of those who make
Baste to . pct rich, Our great cities, if we may
" trust the repicsentations which resch us, are filled
with the ““Yaths of Vanity Fair.” All forms of
“populat smvy 1“ment are patronized beyo?d preee-
dent, 'Ah:v rywinter quarters of our armies are in-
waded by the train of Pleasure, and ¢ the sound of
revelry by night” in ball and danoce preludes the
opening of the spring cam paign ol '
- While Eoglaod was engaged in the war of the
Orimes we read that such was the solemuity in-
spired. by pablic calamity, and so0 keenly felt
were the privite griefs that darkened the
mnu of ifoglish homes, that there was a
: suspension of the ordinary forms fn which
sogial gayety finds expression, Are we liviog ina
les nolenn time, or are we less sensible to the
lmﬂiﬂ, not to ssy the duties, enjoined by the
gments of God when they take the most awful
“shape in which they can visit any people? If
frivolity and thoughtlessness, if greed wnd luxury
_are st il ties the reproach of a people, what
shall we think of dissipation and extravagance and
eorru holding high earnival in & time of eivil
war? . If no higher motives can arrost the progress
of fhik degeneracy than such as appeal to the pas-
#ions of war, it is sufficient to say that no war can
be succsssfally weged which does not beget in its

* 4 the hardy virtues of saorifice and devo-

tion, whil. 'feaven must frown on » cause which
identifies i.y 1! with social and political dissolution.

THE BOUNTIES AND THE DRAFT.

The Sepate yesterday unanimously passed the
joint resolution extending the time for paying
Government bounties till the lat of April, '.l‘l:l:
Scorctary of War urged this action on the groun
that great exertions are being made by the difcr-
ent States to avoid the draft, the people coming
forward rapidly and voluateering to fill up the
quotas; that Generals Buraside and Hanoock,
siad the Governors of several States recommend
the passage of such a resolution ; and that the mea-
sure would be wise and judicious, as its adoption
would promote the public welfare more effectuslly
than any other measure. The bill, to become s
law, now only awsits tho signature of the Presi-
dent, which it will doubtless promptly reoceive,
*i his will vir.ually suspend the drafs, for the com-
méenoemont of which on Thursday next, the 10th
iastent, orders have been issuod by the Provost
Marsbial General.

THE REVENUE BILL.

A third Conference Committee wan appointed
yesterday by both Houses of Congress to reconcile,
if possible, the difference existing between thfu
on the * whinkey clause’ in the revenue bill.
Like ita yredecessors, the committee failed to sgree.
A wmotion was subsequoatly made in the House
that that body recede from ita amendment taxing
liquors oo hand, which proposition was negatived
by ¢ vote of 71 to 61. - By this deeision the entire
bill will be lost unless & pending motion to recon-
sider prevail L[ the present bill falla through, it
is not fmprobable that some time will elapse before
» new ome oan be presented.

IMPORTANT LEGAL DECISION,
We to-day print in another part of eur paper
an able'and interesting opinion of the’ Court of
Olaims, delivered by Judge WiLmor on Wednes-
day last, in the case of Wm. 8. Grant va, The
United States, being a claim brought against the
Government for the recovery of the value of ocer-
tein  property destroyed by the United Btates
troops in the Territory of Arizons, in the mouth
of July, 1861, in order to prevent said pro
perty from fallinginto the hands of the insurgents.

entitled to just compensstion as for private pro-
perty taken for public uses, and they have ascord- |
ingly ordered a jadgment to be entered in favor
of the claimant for such sum as they degm, after

a consideration of the several items of the elaim,

adequate to fulfil the requirements of public jus-

tice in the premises. 5 v ki |

. But, in coming to & decision on_ the merits bf
this partionlar case, the Court was called- to dis.

ouss and to state certain great fundamental prin-

ciples pertaining to the very essence of the social

compsot in the matter of those relations which

all cases where the former, by its sovereign legis-
Iative suthority or by the administrative acts of
its authorised agents, sssumes to divest the latter
of private'property for the publie good or the pub-
lio safety. It will be seen that the limitations
which hedge aboat the exercise of this right on
the part of the Government or its agents, as also
the limitations which attend the right of the
wcitizen to look to his Government for reimburse-
mont in the owse of property taken or destroyed
by public agents assuming to act for the public
good under an imperious necessity, are stated by
the Court with great olearness and foree, and are
founded on an analysis of .fandamental prineiples.
of publie polity, recognised in the structure of all
organized Governments, and ‘exprossly embodied
in the Constitutin of the United States.

But while these principles belong to the very
nature of governments]l prerogative on the one
hand and of private right on the other, it is plain
that their application to speocific cases must depend
entirely on the circumstances under which the
cases arise. 1t is only by a full kaowledze and a
careful consideration of these oircumstances that
we can discern in any given case whether it is one
which fulfils the conditions required to establish
the just responsibility of the Goveroment in the
premiseg, or whether it 18 one in which, the dc-
privation of private property having been made
without due suthority or without just presumption
of public necensity, there is no valid clsim against
the Government—the proper resort of the injured
‘party in such a case being sn astion for damsges
brought against the trespasser as su individual,
soting in his own wrong and cot in virtue of his
official character.

And in this view we see the nccessity of sub-
jecting all such claims to the sorutiny of an in-
vestigation conduoted with the applianges of a
judicial tribunal for the purpoee of cliciting all the
facte: in any case and of sifting the ovidenoe by
which the faots are substantiated. Without such
an inquiry the Government is perretually in das-
ger of doing .something more or something less
than justice, either-of which tends to defeat the
great end for which all Governments are formed.
In a Goveroment like ours, which purports to be a
Government by the people for the people, every
possible guard should be set up agaiost the allow-
ance of doubtful or fraudulent claims, and at the
same time it is equally consonant with the most
primary notions of public justice and private right
that there should be in every State a tribunal befope
whioh the rightfal olaims of the citizen may be
established against the Government.

Such we understand to be the function of the
Qourt of Claims, and, unless wo mis sonceive the tenor
of the learped opinion we print to-day, we think
it will be admitted by all that it has ecrreetly ap-
prehended the theory of its existence, by bringing to
the discharge of its trust in the delioate. matter we
have indicated a clear peroeption of what is due to
the welfare of the Government and what is due to
the of the citigen.

While referring to this Cour' we may say that
we understand it has neacly conclyded the call o°
the Trial' Docket for the ¢ term. - Buch of
the ouses ws were ready for trial the Court has
heard, and all others have been cither continued
to the next October term for cause shown, or stricken
from the Docket and the petitions dismissed. The
rules of the Court provide that “ all cases in which
demurrers have becn entered, of which haye been
traversed, or to which a apecial defence has been
in by the Bolicitor, prior to the first day
of July in each year, shall be entered on the law
or trial docket respectively for the succeeding Qc-
tober {evm, and shall be disposad of in their order
unless continued for cause shown,” and the condi-
tions of this rale have been fulfilled by the
Court as regarda the ealendar for the current term.
Accordingly Mr. Ginsow, the Bolicitor for the
[nited Biates, has representea to the Ccurt that,
baviog regard cqually to a striot observange of the
rules presoribed by the Court, and.to the trount
fioancial needs of the country, he will regist the tria]
of any easo outside of the limits within which it
would’utnnlly fall in the order of its entry on the
(leneral Docket. Any other course, he contends,
will lead to confusion in the trial of cases and
tand to rolax the diligence of connsel in praparing
their suits for argument. He holds, moreover,
taat the Court, having already given two ocalls of

-
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1t will be seen that under these circumatancas | This

4 majority of the Court hold that the clsimant is m dusiring to huow when this parental

sbuuld the Government ml;wn’ ' rd:ﬁl

exist between a Government and its subjeots in |
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PROCEEDINGS IN THE HOUBE.
Extracts from Our Daily . M By it | ‘
BUREAU FOR PREEDMEN'S AFFAIRS,

The la portion of the day’ i o o
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that wo power on earth could re-vaslave
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the war power to suthorize such a
nweat & well
made

roment. ' If, then

furced upon us the Dpecesity of reorganization,
ires action. The bill propesss simply ao organi-
zation to direst in s proper channel the physieal, bous-
and-sinew energy of the black race who have been mude
~ Ounly this, and nothing
more. ‘The stock in trade of these peopls cousists al-

_ argued ngress
no power to pass this bill. 1ts frieads had given up this,
If, ba said, there iz no
constitntional power to pase this bill, the fact that it costs
pothing mukes the infraction nonethe lesa flagrant. If there
is constitutional power to pass jt, then there is
cur all the expense necessary to carry it into fall operstion.
The effect of the proclsmation of emancipat

pought into requisi
walidity. Test oaths, unconstitutionsl in themselves and
extorted as » condition precedent to the
civil right, may give it some sort of effect; but of itself it
lis-attecly void ; it ia illegal ; it is of me authority ; it ought
never Lo have been lesued ; it ought to be immediately 1e-
called ; it has never ireed » single slave ; it never will But

und
ters; that freedom has vot been to them the promise !
boon; that even thus soon it bus proven iteelf to be a life
of torture, ending only ia certain nod speedy denth.

We have not the power to pass the bill; 1f we had ite
exercise would destroy our best bo
our Union ' My objections to the bill are radieal. I will
only pause to point you to the officers created by it: the
eommissioner, eight or ten nasistant cowmissioners, and
aredfal superintendenta and clerks 16 earry into operation
this complicated mach ne wherever it may once get a fool-
held. I willonz luqu'nh enormous powers jod give

of of these officers. They shall
power to decide all questioos arising under any law here-
tofors or hereafter to be enndted conceroin
Afrioan despent, whether they have aver been alaves or nit,

ederation ; the system whose foundation
The Constitution 1s & eom
ment made by soyereign States, whish &
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the pride of oyr aystem. | mm]
i it secured to us self-government
wple. In an evil hour it was
had war, aud musery, and

Build up the syatem proposed by this bill, and
have established in the bpart of ench State that which will
rongest obstacle against ity return to the
nion on the bysis of the old Conakitution. Establish it
have in pach Btate & sottlement of ne-
b{‘ your officers, more difficult of
the Federal Government or by the
‘Btate than were the Indiaos in Georgia, which will eithor
draw the Federal Government into the performance of a
State duty or will harass and aunoy and embitter the « M.
oers of the Btateia the performanpe of it
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. They are bat for a
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denta s Government. "If, ‘then, four mulliovs have
the ability to maintain themselves, if they ean show that
they nre 'avorrrug:rt_ men, they will maintain their
position ax freemon. all history tasches that if they

oanoot show this the weak race must always bend and go

Mr. PRICE, of Iowsa, advosited the biil, It opened, |
he said, » new feld for legislation. In this trial hour ef
ublie, surrounded by fucts nod circumstsnors suah
vot of, vuch as never Lsfors exist-
ed, we were wilbout precedents to guide us,
wicked rebellion, foread upon us againat our will, had
upheaved mud urisettled the foundations of sogiety amd
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wildness, and
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minner: of life here-
ental development and

& business education. They must have assistance now
that their stock in trade way be made available ; and it

ion to be settled 1a not

whather 1t sball be done, but how sball it be done. He

isappesr as the Indian,

BT that the negro would not d

Am'in:fﬂl that, while tha latter was roving, uneettled and
vigious, the former was domestic and oo_?led the virtues ns
well as the vices of the white ian,
reau, he said, ia to be established because the abolition uf
thousauds of persons who, baving
heretofore labored for others, muet now be directed how

The proposed bu-
that Co
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wer Lo in-
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rity, have nothivg to do with this question. I agres with
the gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. DAVIS,) that oo law-
yer whose opinion is worth haviog thioks 1t worth more
thau the paper oo whiﬂl itiis wnitten.
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is not even remotely in
five hundred thousind

nnd children who are sctually freed by the
chances of war. Thbe number ivorassse daily.
sist of slaves who have run away from their masters, and
slaves who bave been made eaplives hy our troops, They
are all free, notually free, lagaliy free, and will never be
re puslaved. It is in behall of thesa that appesls have

They con-

&ré poodr; without

food, exeept Governmeot rllionl:":r“u“ elothes, except
Government ¢lothing ; without houses or homes, nnd with-
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1 pass to another consideration 1 am one of thoss
who still hops for a restorstion of the Union : not the
unity of our tarritory ooly, but the maintenanee of the
Union under the Constitytion. I bope that we may main-
win the int '.rity of our aystem of government; the
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bacome free hereafter. They too ure to be taken into this
clsss of fressimen, snd to be placed uuder the control of
Congress. They are to be put under a buresu which is :u

be coptrolled by the Wwt Office, to ba kept under the pon-

charge of them as complotely ad if they were alaves still.
The bill proposes to remove from the Loyal Blave States
all the power to control a considerable portion of their
own cifizans, and transfers tbém to this burean It js
unconstitutioonl ; it'overthrows our form of government,
and muet let in & flood of mischief. The result will ia-
evitably be & sonfliot between the suthorities of the States!
affscted by this usurped powerand the Federal suthorities.
18 it to be supposed that the p-u"?lo of Kentucky can sue-
render to Congress the éonirol of two bundred and twenty-
five thousnnd of her people 7 No, sir, they will never

it to this or any other Congress so long as they are worthy
of the people from whom they are descended.

1s it to be supposed that the Btats of Maryland, who it
ia snid ia about to emancipate her seventy or eighty thou-
sand siaves, will sonsent to put them uunder the control of
a burenu of the War Offics, to be * dispused of " to be
hired out, to have their suits arbitrated wpon and
all their motions regulsted, sll their rights preserib-
ed, all their conduet contiolled, by these petty pelt-
ing agents of the Becretary of War? Will the State of
Muryiand consent, to have those who are to be freemen
within her borders thus eontrolled 7 Will West Virginia
or Deluware submit to it?

At is suid that Missouri has adopted a syatem of pros-
pective emancipation. Will she sllow ber owe hundred
thousand sluves when they become free to ba placed un-
der the eontrol of this Federal bureau, to be placed at the
disposal of tbe War Department with a buresu o direct
their Iabor, §5 make contracts concerning their wages, to
o llect and disburse their earnings, arbitrate their diffienl:
ties, sud take this monstrous coutrol of her Jree citizens 1
Let vo man believp it

This bill sttacks elaven States, elaven imperishable
States in the Union; snd which sball stay in the Union;
eleven Siates, rome of revolutionsry revown, with Virgi-
nin st their head. They are, come weal or woe, now sud
forever in the Uniou, founded upon the rack of the Cou-
stitution | if the prayers pud arms and blood of patriots

u avgil, the gates of hell shall pot prevail sgainst them
g: every one of thess Ntates thie bill enters wo seizs and
feiter u large portion of the pepulation, to subject them to
the evatrol of the Federal Congress. It is a usurpstion of
the right of the States to contrul their own free 1nhsbi-
isnts sud their slaves. as well,

There are now elements st work it is said by which
Arkansss is soon to resume ber place as a sister in the
lunion. snd nl{n:dor this bill she ilh-h come back with a

arge partipn of ber pen ond her gontrol. Ho with
u»fn.ﬁ?.. and snnw ree or four million in sleven
States of the Union wre by this bill to be pased in
hands of Congress to be masaged sod coutrolled in
of the authorities of the States wherein they reside.

L nak gentlemen to look fir & momrent st the somse.
quences of such n mensure if it werp possible to earry it
‘out ; but it wil not ba Pouihla to earry it out. What
Btate will evor permit Federal ageuts to manage s large
purtion of it« people, to direct their Iabor, to make cons
tracts for their whges, to collect their wages, and to arbi-
trate their suits 7 Freemwen sa they are elaimed to be,
what State will ever permit qus%n thin éh These bureau-
crats, these negro gatehers, meddling 1# the inhabitants
of Htates, wouid find their rond a hard one to trayel.

The bill is s dsngerous assault upoy the indepeudence of
the States. I have betore me the resolations of instrustion
of the Btate of Massachusetts to ita delegation in the Con-
vention that framed the Coastitution. Who believes that
noble Btate, in that noble ers, would have ever gone into
consuliation with her sister Btates if any possibility had
existed that ber own dowe.tie institutions and her own
people were to be placed under the contral of Federal
power! Listen lo the laugusge of her bill of rights in
1780 :

“The perople of this Commonwealth have the sole and ax.
elurive right of governing themselves as a fres, soversign,
sod indepondent State, and do, aod forever hersalior A
exercice and evjoy every power, juriadietion, and right which
in not, cr way oot hereufier by, by them exprossly delogated
to the United Statea of America in Congress sssemb'ed

Huve the le of Massachasetis the sole aud exolusive
right of goverving themselves ns a fres peopla] When

did they renounos it7 This bill | tramples that
saored right under foot ; her awa o zrdouy it, and do
despite to her ancient apirit of freedom, for if they deny

the right of Kentucky and Virginia to govern themielves
they deny the right of all States wherever throughout the
Union It will give & largg sdvantage to some ssotions
of the eountry not embarrsssed by this populstion to
transfer the econtrol of three or four illion ple from
the States to Congress. I seago possible resyrrection for
the agriculturs! States (g the Bouth and West if the oon-
trol of four million ignorant paople be removed from those
Btates to thie Hall, to depend upon legislation which has
ita origin here for their future wellare. The policy whieh
puts the control of three or foyr million men seated in
Southern and Wegtorn States in hands of the commer-
vial and manufscturing parts of the eountry, thus removing
them from the control of thoss among whom thess depen.
dent people must labor, live and dis, is h|‘ wish the

struction of the sgricultural States of the South sod West.

Mr. ELIQT, of Massaghusette, the chairman of the

committee which reported the bill, did not avail bimeelf
of the privilege nogorded him ugder the rules of elosi
the debate. anid that there hben o such attac!

upou the provisions of the bill as woald Justify bim in do-
tawing the [louse ut wo late an hour as they would be kept
if he should go on with the m-mi be had pro-
jead (0 a.  All the ubjections which had bean mado
to the bill had besn soticipated by himealf and his ool
lengues upon the evmmittee or by otber gentlomen, He
therofore waived hin right to apeak, in order that & vote
wight be taken upon the bill, upon which be bad before
dewnnded the previous question. !

The previous question having been segonded, the Fouse,
after voting urm two or thyee minor propositions, took n
vote on the bill with the following result : v

\'Ra!l—-l:l-ﬂ“ .n'.l‘lley, A.{:hm.n:l“lnndnm. Arnold, John D,
Aalawin, Baxter man, Rlow, Bout I, Be
W. CUlark, Coblb, Cole, Creswell, Bl‘:ﬂ-: Dﬂinwmwm
|au|||||;|la!.]l':rllllnr. n?lc.hvmnh. leua, Ghnr Anld, Girine
well, Highy, r, Mot snbiol W. hbard, J. H
Lrnrk—l'.t ulm-ﬂ& Kelley, Francls W. “lou
logg, laugyear, Layejoy, Marvin, MeClurg, Mol
\d’| of, Moorhiad, Moceill, Daniel Morrls, Amos Myors, Nortow,
Charles O'Nelll, Perbmn, Pike, Pomeray, Prics, Al H. Wios,
John H. Rice, Behonek, Ehaonon,S losn, Smithers, Stoyens, 1hayor,
Vun Valkenburyh, Witlism B. Washburn, Wilder, Wilson, Wlmf-r-'m
anid “-nnlt‘lw‘.

NAYS—Memurs. Ancona, A Q. Baldwin, Francis T,
i, Jucod B, Bladr, lml:m: ,l::wn‘\lfllli:r: Q. .:.:-uwn.
Chanlor, Clay, Cofftath, Cox, Dawson, Dennison, Eden, Eldridgs,
Pinck, (auson, Crider, Griswold, Hels, Hall, Harding, [arrington,
Chrles M. Harrels, Horrick, Holman, Tatehing, Kalbfleisch, Kernan,
King. Kll!llir. Law, Long, Mallory, MaAllmter, MaDowell,
MoKinney, Middieton, Williamn f'l Millar, Morrison, Nelson, Nobla,
Pendioton, Iudford, Samuel J. Randsll. Rogars, Roas, Seott, Stebbins,

John B, Steels, Willinm (. Stesls, Stiles, Strouse, Stuart, Swent
Thomas, Tracy, Voorhess, Wadsworth, Webater, Whaley, Chilton A,
White, Jossph W, White, Willisms, and Win ekl 07,

Bo the bill was pasied, and the Honsa ndjourned.

PRIVATE LOSSKN BY THE REBELLION.
The bill to remove from the jurisdietion of the Court of
Claiwe oases arising out of the destruetion of property by

Hubbard,
y Orlndo Kol
, Bamuel F.

t persons, inhabitants |
e soveral States, to thia m‘.'wilh its commissioner,

erke, & ’.:"r‘.'.?&":: g v aey

trol of those who uader the sotion of Congress are to have [~

.

property.”  Fla earnestly b

"that the House would

vate

not. agrea o remove the jurisdietion of these csses from

one tribunal without prow another,

a‘"l'. WILBON srgued that . ® Tﬂi_:l could not bear
L hﬂ" : to b ppon § meotioued n

onee wi ro'am;rf Z;& had been made for the loss

of slaves, und ‘eaused n lotter to be resd from the Bolisitor

ing the Tressury
would be thrown
es should bo' neted on during the war,

Me. THOMAS spoke of the lettar of the Bulicitor ns
clamorous and in bad tasts.. His amendment was only

iﬁﬁd‘bwm-ta' mense turden t:::
upon it if these

y | the eopy of @me which had received the assent of the
T-, mitiee of Clsime, sand

> pussed the Benate lnst semion.
e did not belicye that it would impuee an unbearnbls
116:d oo the "Tressury, us he did ‘not proposs that il &f
j olsima should be paid st onee ; bub would the remote
tes which bad 00! sulfered | the actual presence of
| 'the war Teluse 80 forego some of their olnims that the
w y Which had suffered so much, should be re-
1 The gofcll.rf of Wur iu bis report bad oalled st
| tantiog to ‘and jueties of thems cluims,
sod the e of their adjustwent, and he set the Beo.
K 3"

Bolicitor,
roviding that

&

HENC lfl bﬂ’oa:l :& nmdh ment

m. . 8 Ju ot

mﬁ aaniﬁaG‘u l:'n'uda f;: luf-Le. &ln.l,.:nl: oerti-

 fioated given in'writing, He expluned that it was just

le be sttended to. Others waere doubtiens
Y

s, but us yet were without evidence to
)UTWELL opposed the smendment.

‘bave to wait uatil nnnnvrr

g It would
be necessary during the existence of the war to restrict
the expenses to the cost of its prosecution. At the begin-
ning of the war he was at Cairo, and eixteen bundred
elnims were presented there, and if thry were allowed to
eoms in now they would break the Treasury. :
Mr. THOMAS ohjected to Mr. £cHENCK'S amendmeént,
and moved his amendment as & substitute therefor.

Mr. KING, of Missuuri, sustained the amendment of
Mr. THOMAS, and opposed that of Mr, BCHENCK. It was
the fault of the military authoritivs that this legislation
was necessary.  All they asked waa that testimony in these
cases might be perpetuated if the eclsimants did vot get
their money for twenty-five years.

Mr. GRIDER, of Kentucky, enumerated the sufferings
of the prople of his State, and the necessity of affording
them relief. They had becn overiun by both the rebel
and Federal armies, and their stock and property taken
from them or destroyed. They inteuded to adhera to the
old flag, snd all be asked for tham was simple justice.

Mr. WILBON said cases were pending in the Court of
Claims for the payment of negroes lost by resson of the

WAL,

Mr. BLAIR, of West Virginia, hoped some measure
would come before the House that did not have the negro
init. He did not wonder that the representatives of New
England could not appreciste this question, for their see-
tion was wallowing 1o wealth, while the Border States
were desolated. IMin district was n barren wusbe, and
sent nea'ly every man in it to the war.  He thought it
was Lime the Government deeided whether relief was to
be affurded or not.

Mr. WHALEY, of Virginia, sustained the position taken
by bis colleagus, (Mr. BLaIn.) .
The bill was recommitted to the Cawpitses on the Ju-
dicinry.

REBEL ACCOUNT OF THE BATTLE IN FLORIDA.

Correspondence of the Lake City ( Fla.) Columbian.
Campr BREAURRGARD, (FLA ) FEBRUARY 20, 1564,
The. great battle of Enst Florida- has been fought, and

avother glocious yietory won by our gallant soldiery.

At su early hour thia forenoon, eouriers arnved at dia-

trict headquarters with the intelligeneq that the enewy,

seven thousand strong, under command of Msj. Gen. Gill*
more, had passed the villnge of Sand srson, en route for the'
inténor of this State. No sooner was the intelligence com-
muricated than acavalry forge, composed of detachments
of the 4th Geurgia, Cal. Clinch; 24 Florida cavalry, Lieut

Col. A. H. MeCormick, snd Reatt's battalion, Maj. G. W.

Scott, all under the command of Col. Carraway Swith, 94
Florida cavalry, procesded forward with the view of sveer-

whare they eugountersd the advance guard of the enemy.
With a view of drawing him nearar to this point, wher
wore advantageous position for our troops had besn select
ed, Col Bmitu skirmished slighily with the enemy, retir--
ing towards this poiot in uu-ﬁnnhnﬂlrr,

Finding that lit was the design of the enemy to de
stroy the railroad upon his line af march, and to for-
tify himsell st s pofiit about five miles enat of thin placs,
Gen. Finegan ordered to the fromt the 64th Georgin
regimiont, Colooel Evavs; 321 Georgia, Msjor Hol
Innd ; Bth Georgis, Col. Lofion; 27th Georgia, Colonel
Zachery ; 1ab Georgin regulars, Capt. Greaves ; Banesu’s
battalion, ngr Bonesu ; 1at Florida special battalion,
Lieat. Col. C. ¥, Hopkins | fth Florida battalion, Mujor
P.B Bird ; 25th argin, Mrjor Crawford ; 19th Georgia,
Col, O'Noil ; %3 Georgia, Lieut, Col. Huggins; Florida
fight artillery, Capt: blé; Chatham artillery, Oupt.
Whenton ¢ and Guerart's battery.

These brave nud gallant men, under the command of
Brig. Gen. A, H. Colquit, and Acting Brig. Gen. George
P. Harrison, 324 Gi'u:lﬁn. and Caraway Smith, 2d cavalry,
gl cowmanded by Brig. Gen. Joseph Finegan, advanend
pmpl?, and wi'h firm aod stendy step, to resiat the ad-
vanoe of the epemy, who had determined to celebrate
Wasnifigton's birthday in. Lake Oity, and to nvenge that
place for the resistuoce offored a f-w days previoualy.

The eutige forge of the #nemy was commanded by Major
Gen. Gillmore ; that on the ficld was nuder the immedinte
command of Major Gen. Beymour, who, us your readers
will remember, was & captaio uoder Major Aunderson, st
the time he surrevd red Fort Sumter to Gen Beauregard.

When within a proper djstancs of the enemy our srtil-
lery, under the command of Col. R B. Thomas, opened a
heavy and determiaed fire upon them. The artiliery of
the euey respsmded briskly, but with little efleot com
pared to that of ours, Very soon alter the eommence.
ment of the artillery duel, hoary volleys of musketry were
poured 10to the snemy's lines by our troops. Volley after
vollay reverbemated (hrough the air, with nsught but the
yolls and shrieks of our victorious heroen to relieve its
mnotony

The engagoment Iasted upwarda of four hours, during
about three of whiok the enemy contestad inch by ineb,
very manlully, the advauoe of our troops. At length
largaly inereased numbers, ad in an unholy and un-
rightesus orusnde, ars som |:§ to #ncoumb, and to flee
before the superior prowsss and chivalry of Bouthern arms
and Southern bearts. The enemy wis driven, in eonfu-
sion and dikorder, & long distance beyrnd the field of oar-
nhge, leaving, io their husty flight, all their killed and
nearly all their wounded.

‘The result of thia glorious achievement of our troops
Ay be summad up thus: The enemy s 1oss 0 Killed,
wounded, and prisoners is twenoty eight bhundred, one
stand of colors, two exeellant Napoleon and £ ree fine 3-
inch rifls gune, fifteen hundred stand of arws, and a vast
quantity of ordnanes, quartermaster’s, snd commissary’s
storen.  Our enfire loss in aboat seventy five killed and
four bundred and fly wonnded,

THE LATEST REREL AOGCODNTS,

The Richmond Whig of the 24 instant sayn :

‘“ At laa* nocounts from Florida the enemy had ronched
the' proteetion of their gunboats st Jucksonwille, . Our
envalry were #till pursuing, continunlly broging in prisen.
ery, and had got to withid ten miles of Jacksonville, A
great mavy wounded Yankees are at Lake City, soms of
them sevorely. About two hundred prisoners have been
sent to Chattshooches for present confinement  I'hay nd-
mit being badly whipped, fod eonfess that their army was
greatly demorshzed by the late battle,

“ An offiorr in‘orme the Buvannah News that both armies
woere warching towards aseh other, in line of batile, and
when esch discovered the other they wors not more than
a mile apart.  The battle immedintely commenoed, nnd fir
a lime wha severely oontested. Several of the Yankes re-
giments fought with wire chambered muskets, and fired
with great rapidity. The stemdy fire of onir men son
thinned their panks, and our troops esptured s large num-
ber of their wire-shambered mmn

STRENGTH OF THE RERELS,
A despateh dated st Lake City on the 24th ultimo states
that the Confedernte foree did not exesed four thoussnd
mon, and that their loss in the fight was from seven to
oight bundred,  ‘The Fedoral negro regiments, it i+ stated,

the nrmy nnd navy of the Usiled States whilst engaged in
s prmai!l’;lblt rebellion was tuken up

r. THOMAS, of Maryland, said this war & fuestion
of vital imporisnce to (he Border Btates, The Court of
Claioa had wiguified informally their intention to take sog-
nizance of these onses. He propossd an amendment to
take cognizance fn the way indieated of two kinds of swses ;
first, all thome where officers of the army had takan proper-
ty without giving the ususl cartifionts | and, & y, that
olwas growing out of the depradations of soldiers in the
Rorder States, and appropriation made by officers of pri

withstood at a distanes, the rebel fire, but whon their
linea ndvanosd they brokein confusion,

e —.

OF Ban Iny Inst Peasidont Mo rillo, woll-knowns nn Ae
onwi £ of his distiogaishad position in South Ameries, rm
barlied on bourd the United Statea stenmer (Hanous, in
New York barbor, for the purpore of being conveyed home

The Bosloo Board of Trade propose to raiss §1.700,000
to construst four firat-olass steamships to run betwesn
Boston and Liverpool

e

A BUCCEBSFUL REBEL EXPLOIT.

—_— |

CAPTURE OF TWO STEAMERS.

A daring apd successful expedition by ll'ui of Con-
fedorates took place at an early hout on Saturday morning
l4st. The seene of the expedition was Chefryatons Creek,
Enstern Bhore of Virgiuia, in Gen. Butler's departwent,
aud the facts, ua atated in the Baltimore Sup, are ua follows :

_The steamer Iulas, Capt. Webater, and steam tranrport
Titan were lyiog in the sbove-named creek, Just off Cg:r-
rystone Puint, abuut foar o elosk last ¥ moraing,
when the officers nod erew of b th vessels were awnkened
from «'cep 1o find themsslves under arrest and their ves-
sels in possession of srmed men, who anpouneed them-

selves an C ; and thy bad seized the yes-
sls in the nwme of &nwmmﬂln;u
There was no alternative for the offioers and erew but to

surrender.

“Uhe Tolaw is & medium sized steawer, and is owned by
Capt. Webdter, who has been from time to time
in colleeting produce, do. from the Esstern aud Western
. 8hore eounties ur‘ﬁmmm the Kastern Bhore coun-

lies of Virginin, and carrying it to Fortriss Monros: for
the use of sutlers, and at intervals his steamer would be
spacially chartered for the use of the Government. Capt.
ebater, of the Lolas, was cowpelled-to give up one thou-
wand dollars Inm beaides mmm en-
gineer of the ‘informed the - , think 1%
wuuld take four hours for them to get up steam, nnd they
coneluded to bond the' Tolas, which they did for $10,000.
Ihey released Capl. Webater and his orew, except Lhree
colorcd men, on parole,

The Confederates then put their eanoen, thres in number,
on board the steamer Titan, and placed the officers and
orew of thal vessel, together with the thres colored men
from the Lolss, under surveillance, aud procesded up the
bay into the Rsppahanuock river. Nothing of soy conse-
quencs was taken from the Iols. The Titan wus loaded
«With commissary stores, and had put into Cherrystone
Puoiot on Friday night on acoount of stressof weather.
The veensl was valued at §40,000 and the cargo st §50,000.

The most important part of the damage sustsined from
the expedition was from their destruction of the telegraph
station st Cherrystone Poiot, and the destructivn of the
submarine telegraph eabls running from that point to
Fortress Monroe, and which was the only means of tile-
graphic eommuniostion between Fortress Monroe, Balti-
more, and Washington, How far out,from the yuint the
cable is destroyed could not be sscertained, ua a portion
of the Confederates were at work st this deatrustion whilst
the remainder were seiging the steamers, ‘The light-house
nesr Cheirystone Point wase slso thought to be troyed
by them, but this latter statemant has received no official
eonfirmation.
The Confederstrs numbered about thirty men, and were
under the pommand of Capt. Fitzbugh snd Capt. Taylor
Wood, (nephew of General Zuachary Laylor,) both of  the
Confederate vavy. Gen. Lockwood received despatehies
from the Becretary of War, aunouncing the fsct of the
dutruogmu of the submarine eabls, and that the work
of repair wonid be at once commenced. It was slso
ta at several gunbonts had left Fortress Monroe for
this Rappahannock river, for the purpose of recapturing
or destroying the wteamer Pitan. At a Iste hour last
evening nothing had been heard from them. The scene
where the above mentioned raid took place is now in Gen.
Butler's departiment.

NEGRO RECRUITING IN MARYLAND.
The Baltimore American of last evening says:
“ To-day Lieut. Col. Perkina is marehing with a large
dotachment of the Niuneteenth United States Colored
Troops from Benedict towards Baltimore, with rations
for twenty days, oanivassing to the right and lef: through
the beart of the Weastern S8hare, piping up the road, light-
ing up the kill-tops with his camp-fires. petmesting the
by-ways with his detachments, and calling upon every-
budy to turn over every nble-bodied slave to the Govern-
ment in sll that section of country upen the térms pre-
ﬁ:cmym of Congrows snd act of the Legislature of

ry . i

" At the same time a similar detachment marches np

the Baltimers and York Turnpike ; snother up the Reister-
town Turnpike ; anothber over towards the Deslaware line :
while recruiting stations st Elheott's Mills, Frederick

| tatning the atrength and position of the susmy, Thecom- | City, Hugerstown, Cun » and a dozen other placee,
-ninl‘t’.‘n& th procecded Lo s point near theFlosulisdare sending down reoruits in squads which must soon 6
Ceaotral ruilrosd, sbout eighteen ..ﬁ'-mu Lisks City, spmur:‘mh"n . l!

FROM NEW ORLEANS,

The stesmship George Cromwell, from New Orleans,
February 27, bas arrived at New York.

The news by thie arvival is unimportant. The alsction
returos, up to the 27th, show a total wvate of 10271
Hahv's majority over Fellows was 3,962; over Flanders
4435 over both 2241. An sttempt, originating with the
opponents of Mr. Hahn, will, it is stated, be made to juyal-
idabe the election. Those having it in hand say they will
oarry the question through before all the judicial and ex-
eoutive authoritiea of the Guveroment.

The New Orleans Times of the 26th says: ** We have
intelligence, through & naval officer who arrived yeatarday
from the Aeet of Mobile, that Farcagut eommencad his
attack on the forts at the moulh of the bay on Monday,
sod waa still st the work on the succeeding altarnoon.”

Two negro soldiers, charged with the murder of a refu-
ges while delivering himself up to our pickets, have been

convieted in Noew Orloana and sentenced to be hung. They
confessed their guilt.

THE REDUCED QUOTAS OF NEW. YORK.

The fullowing table shows the changes in the 24, M,
4th, Gth, 6th, 7th, Bth, aod 9th Congressional distriets o f
New York, which are the only ones affected by the reduc-
tion of the quota of that State:

Quota, a8 originally Q?ou‘u now e

T fixed on call for 4 under  Roduots
00,000 men enll of 500,000,
24 - - « <« <« HOS6 3937 1,719
M« - - -« = 395 3.000 (LTS
dth « =« - - . 7,102 3,060 4,132
5th - - 3,965 2,952 é,ow
6th - « . < < 5520 2,680 B60
Tth - - - o« 4240 3.008 1202
sth - - = - BA3G 3950 1,985
oth - - - - 3240 2,848 402
39,061 24,810
= - = 14921

Redustion in New York and Brooklyn
-

WASHINGTON NEWS AND GOSSIP.

From Despatches to Nm-;-r'a Republivcan Jowrnals.
A BLACK DELEGATION PROM LOUISIANA,

A delegation from, New Orleans iv here repressnting
the free colored peopls of that eity, with & view to secure
their rights ne eitizems and voters at the hands of Q.0-
grews  Their petition is signed by over a thoussnd psmes.
In their interview with President Lineoln he desined to
act upon their potition, taking the ground thes holding
the restoration of the Union paramount to all other ques-
tions, he would do nothing that would hindarthat consum-
mation, or emit sny thing (that would aceemplish it. He
told them that, therefore, he did nothing U matters of this
kind upon moral grounds, but solely upon politieal neces-
sities  Their petition aaking to besome eitizens and voters
being placed solely on moral grounds did not furnish him
with nny inducement to ncosde to their wishes, but that he
would do so whenaver they could show that such accession
wonld be neccssary to the re-admission of Louisiana as &
State of the Union,

THE RAILROADS AND THE GOVERNMENT.

It nppears from official data in the possession of the
War Departmont that winoe February 25, 1862, the M-
oois Central railrond bas received for !m-puhhou of
troops and .upp]in .IhH,IW: the Bll-l'll.nahll and Mis-
souri road §1 500, and the Mississippi and Missouri rosd
only $40— yaking » tofal of $31 lm The secounts of
the Ilhinos Conteal, prier o March 3, 1562, ware sottled
on Yhe basie of the tarilf of the road whon sneh rates did
not execed thoss of the Seott tariff of 1961, nodl one-third
deductad (rom the amount thus found due subsequantly Lo
March, 1562 The nocounts sccord with the regulations
of that dute, made by lhﬁ%“m“ Qeneral, in no-
aordunes with the s oo of rai MANAGErs cou-
vened in Washington by the Seeretary of War.

MOVEMENT OF BLACK TROOPS.

Brig. Gen. Biruvey's eamp of “ United States coloreld
troops,” in Chatles aounty, Maryland was broken up on
| the 34 and Ath instant, and the troops bave embarked fog

the sent of war, :

-




