 WASHINGTON.

“LIBERTY AND UNION, NOW AND FOREVER, ONN AN
. INSEPARABLE.

THURSDAY, JULY 21, 1864.

THE RECONSTRUCTION BILL.

The reader of the proclamation of the President
which we published on the 9th instant, giving his
reasons why he refused to sign the bill passed by
Congress at its late session ‘‘to guarantee to certain

Btates whose governments have been usurped or

overthrown a republican form of government,” will
have been sufficiently able to develop for himself
the proportions of the couflist which has arisen be-
tween the Legislative and Ixeoutive branches of
the Government on this subject.

The Congress expressly declared that in its judg-
ment the plan of reconstruction propounded by the
President in his lsst annual messsge was aoti-repub-
licsn in its nature and revolutionary in its origin.
1o opposition to the views of the President, who
declared that he would recognise one-tenth of the
people of awy seceded State as the lawful govern-
ing power ¢f such State- on their subseription to
certain test oaths prescribed by the Kxecutive, the
Congress declared that the number competent for
this purpose should not be less than a majority of the
whole people a8 ascertained by an enrolwent, which
should develop the fact that such majority of the
whole people had taken an cath to support the
Constitution of the United States. This was the
first radioal difference between the Presidential and
the Congressional plan of reconstruction, The
President makes one tenth of the people represent
the Btate. The Congress requires a majority of
the people to represent the State.

Speaking in support of this feature of the bill
and in opposition to the plan of the President,
Mr. WapE, of Ohio, held the following language
in the Senate on the 1st instant :

“ What ie the relation thet these veceded Btates ho'd to
to the Genersl Government now 1 Gentlemen differ wide.
ly on that subject. It is a most iraportant queetion, how-
ever, to be ascertained and declared by Conaress, for the
_Exccutive ought not to be permitted to handle this creat

ion (0 his own liking, It does not belong, under the
Eonal'llutiuu. to the President to prescribe the r.le, sud it
is & buse abandonment of our own powers and our own Ju-
ties to cast this great principle upon the daei ion of the Exe-
cutive branch of the Government. It belonge to us ; and the
House of Representalives, in the perfoanance of the:rr du'y,
have in my judgment Wiltl{ performed this great function.
I know very well that the President from the best motives
undertook to fix a rule upon which be would admit the.e
States back iuio the Union It was not upon any princi-
ple of republicani-m; it would not have guarantied to the
States a republican form of guvernment, because he pra-
seribed the ruie to be that when one-tenth of the population
would take a certain oath and agree to come back into the
Union they might come in as States., When we consider
that, in the light of American principle, to say the least of
it, it was absurd. The idea thut a State shall take upon
uself the great privilege of self government when there are
only ene-tenth of the people that can stand by the principle
is most antirepublican, anomalous, and entirely subgersive
of the-great principles that underlie all cur State Govern-
ments and the General Government. M:joritics must rule,
apd uotil majorities can be found loyal and trostworthy Yor
Blate government they muet be guversed by a stronger
bacd. It is & necessity imposed upon the General Govern:
ment by the Constitution iteelf.”

As Mr. WaDE was charged with the conduct of
the bill in the Benate, and represented the views
of the Republican mejority by which it was passed,
it will be seen that this language is very explicit
and significact ae rcflecting the viewsof the Scnate.
To this effect he added :

“ 1 know it [the bill] wae got up with great care by a
‘who tnoroughly understood the workings of the
institution of slavery, whose mind had been drawn to it,
snd who is exceedingly caprble of framing an instrument
of the kind. 1 believe it met the approbstion of the en-
tire Republiean or Upion party in the House of Reprosen-
tives, 1 can see no objection to its provisions here, I
sbell make no further asgument upon it unless some Bens-
tor pomnts cut somelhing 1n its provirions that be deema
unjust, inequitable, or wreng., 1t he does that, I shall at-
sempt to answer.” '

The qualification of suffrage prescribed by the
President’s plan, as the test of loyalty, requires the
voter to swear to support not only the Constitution
and Laws of the United States, but also all procla-
mations of the Executive respecting slavery, 8o far
forth and 8o long as the raid proclamations shall not
be repealed by Congress or pronounced unconstitu-
tional by the Supreme Court. The qualifications of
suffrage presoribed by Congress are as follows :

«“The delegates [to the proposed State Convention]
shall be elected by the loyal white male citizens of
the United States of the age of twenty-one years,
and resident at the tima in the county, parish, or
district in which they shall offer to vote, and en-
rolled as aforesaid orabsent in the military service
of the Unpited States, and who shall take and sub-
seribe the oath of allegiance to the United States
in the form contained in the aot of Congress of
July 2d, 1862.”

These are the great fundamental differences be-
tween the President’s plan of reconstructivn and
the plan adopted by Congress. Both plans pro-
oeed on the principle that slavery shall be prohibit-
ed by the constitutions of the recomstructed
States.”

The President, it has been secn, refuses to recog-
mise the right of Congress to interfere with the
proceedings taken under his direction in Louisiana
and Arkansas, where “one tenth of the people of
tho States” have been already organized scoording
to the terawe of his December proclamation. And
he also confessos, as an additional resson why he
did not sign the ’lill of (ongress, a reluctance on
hin part ““to declare a constitutional ¢ompetency
in Congress to abolish slavery in States.”

These reasons will be very unsatisfactory to all
the adherents of the Congressional plan, for it was,
in & great measure, to undo the proceedings tuken
in Louisiana and Arkansas that this messure was
oonceived and passed—tho ssid proocedings being
taken under a plan denounced by Mr. WADE s
““moat anti-republican, anomalsus, and entirely
subversive of the great principles that underlio
all our State Goveroments and the Genoral Goy-
ernment.” Nor is it pertinent to eall into ques-
tion, a8 the President does, in objeotion to this
plan, “ the competency of Congross to abolish sla-
very ;" for this is a power which Congress did not
asswine to exercise in prasing the reconstruction bill,
It simply required that any Convention called in
any Btate in pursuance of this act should adopt &
provision declaring “involantary servitudo forever
probibited.”” The* Congross secms to have ns.
sumed (hat slavery was already abolished by the

' )" and the President, wo think, has
betrayed an nnncoessary sensitiveness with regard
to a conoeived encronchment of the National Lg-

. m on what ho appears to hold as his exolu-

sive ive—the ‘‘ competency’ to abolish sla-
very. And yet, with a singular inconsistenay, after
signalizing these objecticns to the plan of Congress,

-
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Cant of them golng tothe sonstitutional competehey

of Congress to do what he conoeives it to have
attempted, ) the President proceeds to say, in
the concluding part of his proclsmatisn, that he is
nevertheless “ fully satisfied with the system for
restoration contained in the bill, s# one very proper

— | plan jor the loyal people of any State cheosing

to adopt it, and that he is, and st all times shall
be, prepared to give the Executive aid snd assist-
ance to any such people, as soon as the military
resistance to the United Suates shall have been
suppressed in any such Btate, and the people
thereof shall have sufficiently retarned to their
obedience to the Constitution and the laws of the
United States, in which cases Military Governors
will be appointed, with dircetions to proceed ac-
gording to the bill.”

Bo the people of any State ehooseing to adopt this
plan, includiog its unconstitutional assumption of
power, s t'.e President views it, are iuvited to do
8o with the promise of ¢ Kxecutive aid and assist-
ance!”  And this too while the plan hasno validi-
ty whaterer as a law, for the Presidéni refuses
to #ign the bill. So we have the snomaly pre-
sented to the world of “a very proper plan”
involving an unconstitutional feature—a plan which
has no legal validity, (because lacking the Presi-
dent’s official approval in the only way pre-
seribed by the Copstitution,) and yet one under
which the people of certain States are invited to
act, and under which the Presideat says he will him-
self act so far as to appoint Military Governors in
certain circumstances, with directions to “ preceed
socording to the bill.” And all this is to be done
while the bill remains, in point of law, & dead let-
ter, having failed to rcceive the signature of the
President. Or perhaps it would be more exaot to
say that the President assumes to himself the pre-
rogative of determining how far and in what re-
spects he will recogoise the right of the National
Legislature to control his action in these premises.
He denien their right to prescribe ¢ laws”’ for his
governagoe under this head, bhut he will take their
““hills” as gelf imposcd 1ulea for his own guidance
and apply them to the matter in hand so far as he
thinks them appropriate.

Upon the principles involved in such an attempt
to do by proclamation, on his own mere motion,
what the President declines to do by law of Con-
gress, that leading Republican paper, the Cincin-
nati Gezotte, remarks very foreibly, as follows :

“ Our despaiches on Monday gave a proclamution by the
President, on the bill paseed by Corgress to provide for
the reconstruction of State Governments, which failed to
beeoms n law for want of the Piesident’s siguature. As
this proelswstion ia up to this time uncontradicted, we
concluds that 1t is genuine.

‘ Lhe President stetes that he did not see fit to sign the
bill #0 a8 to make it a law, because he s now, as he was
in December last when he propounded bis plan of resun
a'ruction, unprepared to commit bunself inflexibly to any
ningle plan of vestoration, yat he publishes it for the in-
formation of the loyal people of the rebel Btates, and if
they prefer it to his |;Inn. they may try it, and he will at
# proper time give them militury governors to pus it in
operation.

“It is true that laws sre Iofl-xible plans. Generally
this is beld to be their chiet virtue. Therein consiste their
only safety. All wnagis'rales whosa duty it is to s.e that
the lawe are faithfuly exeented have neceszarily to eom-
wit themselves to ey inflaxble plan.  Tuflexible laws, en-
soted by the eonstitutional power, are held to be the only
safegunrd of the rights of the cit'zen. To such laws they
ol desirs to be infl-xibly eomuwitted, insiead of to flaxible
or arbitrary ediets.

“ L'he President states aleo that he ix ‘also unprepared
to declare that the Free Btate constitutions snd guvern
ments already adopted and iustdlled in Arkapsas and Lou.
igiarn shall be set nside nud held for naught, thereby
repelling and dircournging the loyal eitizens’

“The Free Btate Governments of Louisisna and Arkan-
ens are ouly kept alive by military nursirg. The time
must come when they shsll try to shift for themselves.
When a mejority of the euroled inbebitants shall bave
takien the oath, ne prereribed by tha bill, and when a wa-
jority ot the awearing majority shall have votad to sustsio
the I'ree Stale Government, will be quite as soon an they
can be trusted to themselves, sod will be the best test of
their onpacily to sustain their Government Aud we sre
assured that thie is quite as soon as the loyal people of the
rebel distriots desire to be left to their own Btate Govern
went In the mean timis they need 8 government of infl-xi-
ble law.

“The President atates that he is slso ‘unprepared to
declare n constitutional eompetency in Congress to abolish
slavery in ;he Btates, but s 8! the same time sincerely
hoping and exp eting that a constitutional amendment
abolishing slavery throughout the nation may be adopted’

“The bill provided that the State Constitution should
probibit eluveiy, a8 & condition preliminary to their 1ecog-
nition, the sawe &8 is done by the President’s plan of re-
construction. Furiharmore, it is to apply to States where
slavery in already declared abolished by the President's
emancipstivn proclamation. T

It can bardly be unconstitutional for Congress to do by
'aw & thing which it 1a conetitutional for the President to
do without law. And if the emancipation proelamation is
valid, n Congreesionsl provigion that slavery sball not again
be re-estabisbed 18 not the abolition of elavery, but the
protection of Liberly—a power which the Constitution ex
pressly confers on Congress. .

“The amendment to the Constitution sbolighing ¢lavery
throughout the nstion was not a eondition of the emanei-
pation proclamstion, nor of the smoesty reconstrnetion
plan. 1t was not expeoted ut that time; and, slthough it
miy be hoped fur now. it ean bardly be expeoted ns & near
and reascnable probabiiity

“ If tha emancipation proclamation hss made all men in
eertain States legally free, Congress has the constitutional
power ard the imperative duty to proteot themw in their
freedom  If it hes not made them legally free, what sta-
tus has it put them in 1

“ If that territury i now free, Congrens bhas power,
which it has exeroised from the formation of the Govern-
ment, to require that it shall remsia free. 1f Congress
has not the power to require it to bo kept free, then the
Executive, whose power extends only to execuling the
Inwe, has nut. It the smaucipation proolamation has pot
sbolished slavery, sod if the President has not the power
which he proclaimed in his smuesty proclamation to re-

wire the recopstructed SBiate Governments to probibit
slavery, than oertainly thoss documsotls enonob be osl od
ineonvemen!ly ihﬂuigle,

“ The alternat.ve plans which the Prasident prasents to
the peapla—. ne n the Dr, Townsend’s mixture, of dubons
properties, and the other aa the real old Doetor Jacob
u-wnwnd'* preparation, by a flaxible method, whioh ex-
tracts the virtues of the plant aud rejsots all noxions pro-
pertios—seom to afford A oonvenient choice Lo the patient
Hut althcugh to the fraction of one tenth who by military
manipulstion are enabled (o coustruct a 8 ate Government
ander the President’s plan, it way be a privilege to submit
their possersion to the vote of A mejorily of the loyal ma-
Jority, an required by the bill of Congress; yet it would be
quite contrary Lo bumsn nature for them to avhil them-
selven of the privilege. Men never hinve entire cor-fidence
in popular institutions, except whea they have the work-
ing of them."” 4

THE STRENGTH OF THE ENEMY.

We understand that a Major or Captain Spencer,
of the insurgent foroes Intely demonstrating against
Washington, embraced the opportunity before they
decamped of addressing toone of our citizens (who
is a relativo of Spencor’s) a letter in which he
states that the Confederates orossed the Potomao
with eight thonssnd men, for the purpose of ob-
teining horses, oattle, and other supplies, and
that, having accomplished their purpose, they were
on theo march back to Virginia. Only asmall portion
of these foroes appeared in front of Washington
while their comrades were colledting the booty for
transportation acvoss the Potomac.

THE WAR CLERKS TO BE DRILLED.

The Secretary of War hae ordered Lhe olerks in all the
bureaus of the Department to meet for military drill at
the Provost Marshal's «Mce avery afternoon st n qusrier
pant three o'clock. They will be drilled one hour every

afternoon daily, 8 g8 oxcophsd, r notios.
Il render the :ru lerioal foree in ﬁw
artment immedistely availabie In #h Smergeasy T
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GOVERNOR ANDREW,

Tothe Editors of the National Intelligencer.

GeNrLEMER : Will you oblige me by pristing in the
Intelligencer the “ urgent call” of Beoretary Stanton on
Gov, Aodrew for four regiments to aid in the defence of
Washington in the summer of 1862, snd the Governor's
reply, in which “he practically ignored the Beerstary's
call, sud eugaged iu s parley for the purpose of distating
terms on which the Guvernment might expast the prompt
snd bearty support of Massachusotts in the defence of the
national capital?” Bueh doocuments have never come
under my observation, and ffrom your frequent allusion to
them, I presume it will not be sny troubls to you to pro-
duce them. This information is ssked for in good faith,
sud I enclose wy name as svidenoe of it.

A CITIZEN OF MASSACHUSETTS.
Boston, July 18th, 1564,

—

NOTE BY THE EDITORS,

The ““call” to which we referred (writing from
memory) was made in May, 1862, and therefore
it would have been more accurate to say in the
spriog than in the summer of that year The
nature of the call and Gov. Andrew’s reply may
be read in-the following document :

Bosron, Mav 19, 1862,
To Hon. E. M. 8tanton, Secretary of War.
Sir: I have this moment received a telegram in these
words, viz:

** The Becretary of War desires to kuew how roon you can
ralse and organize three or four iufuntry regiments, and have
them ready to be forwarded here to be armed and equipped.
Please answer immediately, and state 1he number yon can
raise, L. THoMaAs, Adjutant General.”

A cull 8o sudden and unexpected finds me without ma-

terials for an intelligent reply. Our young men are all
rra-omupied with other views. Btill, if a real esll for
hree regiments is made, T believe we ean raise them in
forty days. The arme and equipments would need to be
furnished here. Our people have never marched withoyt
them. They'so into eamp while forming iato regiments,
and are diilled angd practised with arms and muskets as
noldiers. To attempt the other course would dampen en-
thusiapm, and make (he men feel that they were not
soldiers but a mob.

Aghnia. if our rop!a feel that they are going into the
South to belp fight r-bels who will kill and destroy thew,
by sll means known to saveges as well as oivilized men,
will deceive them by fraudulent flags of trucs and lying

retences, as (hay did the Massachusstts boys at Williams-

urg, will use their negro slaves against them both as
laborers and as fighting men, whila they themselves wust
never fire ut the enemy's magszine, I thiok they will feel
the draft is beavy on their patriotism. But if the Presi-
dent will sustain Gen. Huater, and r 188 all wen, even
black men, ts legally capable of that loyalty the blacks are
waiting to manifest, and let them fight with Ged and
human vature on their kide, the roads will swarm, if need
be, with multitudes whom New Eugland would pour out
to obey your call.

Always ready to do my utmost, I remain, most faith-
fully, your obedient servant, JoHN A. ANDREW,

Tt is just to say that when this call was made
on Gov. Andrew, the full proportions of Gen.
Jackson’s irruption into the valley of the Shenan-
doah had not been developed. The Governors
“ parley” for the purpose of dictating the terms
and conditions on which the roads would “awarm’’
with “multitudes whom New Eogland would pour
out to obey the Secretary’s call” was therefore
made, we find, on general grounds, rather than
with particular reference to tﬁe defence of the na-
tional capital. And this cold and languid re-
sponse, with'its “ifs"” and “ buts,” was, we dis-
cover‘on recurring to the documents in the case,
exchanged for a much more worthy style of speech
as Gov. Andrew was ;Fpri:ed of the imminenoe of
the apprehended peril. He then issued the fol-
lowing proclamation :

MEN OF MASSACHUSETTS !

The wily and barbarous horde of treitors to the people,
to the Government, to our country, and to liberty, menace
again the national capital. They bave attacked and
routed Mnj. Gen. Banke, are advancing on Harper's
Ferry, and are marching oo Washington. The President
calls on Massachusetts to rise once more for its reseue
and defence,

The whole active militia will be summoned by a gene-
ral order, issued from Lhe office of the Adjutant General,
to report on Boston Common to-morrow ; they will marob
to relieve and avenge their brethren friends, and to op-
pose with fierce zeal and courageous patriotism the pro-
greas of the foe,

May God encourage their hearts and strengthen their
armal. ?nd may he inspirs the Government aod all the

T L
i (oiptven at Headquarters, Boston, 11 o'clock, this (Sug-
day) evening, May 25, 1862,
JoHN A. ANDREW.

It will be scen, therefore, that the sudden call which
Gov. Andrew “ practically ignored,” and in reply-
ing to which he engaged in a parley for the purpose
of procuring a change in the war policy of the
Administration, was not made with exclusive re-
forence to the defence of the national eapital. To
this extent our statement was inaccurate, and it
gives us pleasure to make the necessary correction.
(t was a military call for any purpose which he
said the people of Massachusetts would feel to be
a ¢ heavy draught on their patriotism’ so long as
they were not allowed to “fire at the enemy’s
magazive.” “But if the President would sustain
Gen. Hunter,” (whose order of emancipation the
President repudiated on the very day of Gov. An-
drew’s :-ep]y.al then “the roads would swarm, if
need be, with multitudes whom New England
would pour out fo obey your (the Secretary’s)
This language, with its “buts” snd
“ifs,” we thought at the time unworthy of
a “loyal Governur.” We think so still, and the
very different terms which Gov. Andrew held six
days later serve to show that ho was anxious to
stone for the error into which he had fallen.

THE CONSORT OF THE ALABAMA.

Mr. Masox, the Confederate Comminsioner of England,
haa inadvertently stated n fact 1n bis letter of thanks to Mr.
Lancaster, of the English yacht Deerhound, whioh throws
much light upon the question which has been raised s to
the character of the Deerhound. In the exuberance of his
gratitade Mr. Mason enys to Mr. Lancaster :

“Ile (Bemmes) further told me that, oo their arrival on
board your yacht, every oare nud kindness were extended
to them which their exhausted condition requirsd, even to
supplying all with dry clothing.”

1t will ba recollected that the Dearhound rescued forty
of the Alabama's erew, and it must be regarded as very re-
markable that a small steam yaoht, on a pleasure sxonrsion
noross the Eoglish ohannel, should have been provided with
forty extra suits of elothing. The boat bauds can bardly

(bo supposed to exeeed balf & dozen in oumber, and it

would be difficult to imagioe the use of no mary; snd, be-
sides theas, we only hear of the presence on bosrd of Mr.
Lancaster and his wile and niece. The circumestancs men-
tioned in this letter of thagks of Mr Mason sustains the

theory that (be Deerhound was merely & tender to the
Alabama,

A gentleman who, n few days ago, waa wandering over
the ground racently ooeupied by a portion of Gen, Enrly's
forees, engaged in the * siege of Washington,” ploked up
the note book of & Confedersts soldier sontaining, Among
other matters, the following bit of Iyrieal poetry :

Quoth Mende to Lpe,
“ Cap you tell me,

In the shorlest atyle of wriling,
When people will
All got thair fill

Of thin big job of fighting 1
Quoth Leo to Meade,
I ean, indeed,

Il tell yom in » minnte—
When legislators
And rpeaulators

Are made to enter In it.”

Major G--’. FRANKLIN arrived at ths Revers House
Boston, Friday afternoon, and took the train for Portland
next moruing. A large number of friends oallad vpon him

sad coogratulated bim upon bin resent fortunate ssoape.
from the robels, ]

The Orthodox Chuioh, st "
ox Chuioh, & A.:r::lﬁtla was atruck by

light ning on Tuesday night k
‘:. - .2;“000 y nig roly dostroyed, The
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GEN, HUNTER'S OAMPAIGN IN YIRGINIA,

* The Cinelousti Commercial (s Republican journhl) of
the 15th iustant coutains the following iu reforonce to Gen.
Hunter's osmpaign, which it ssys is “from & relisble
source." We could wish that it migbt prove to be in some
respects exaggerated ;

** One thing 18 sure—Gen. Crook saved the army, as much
80 88 Ueo. Thomas saved the army during the wemorabls
contest at Chicksmauga. The loss of the entire command
will probably be reven hundred kilied, wounded, and miss-
g, one hurdred and fifty wagona, fifteen buadred bead of
borses aud mules, six picods of uriilery, and eleven cais.
gons—the two latler it s lost by sherr carelessness and
gross neglect of duty on Lhe part of somsbody. (en Hun-
ter is vot a Napoleon by suy menns, while Gen. Crook was
the “ King Bee" of the expedition. We lost Lynchburg
by inexcusable deluys, snd could bave taken it ensily forty-
eight bours before we got there; and we wight have bean
there bad we not rewrined st Lexwgton two dsys. The
Virginia Miiitary Institute was burned, with ite valuable
library, philosophieal and chemical appnratus, relics, sud
geologicsl specimens ; nothing was saved Washington
College wae sacked and ite fine library destroyed, auto-
graph letters of Wasbiogton's earried off, &c  Mrs. Gov-
ernor Letcher's residenes was destroyed by fire, she only
having, ten minutes tu get out, snd ouly saved what was
contsined in thres or fuur trunks snd boxes. 1 eaw this
mysell. The Lustitute snd Mrs. Leteher's residence were
destroyed by order of Gen. Huater. The sackiog of Wash
ugton Coll-ge was done without orders, but winked st by
the sume official. The Indy Principal of the eollege went
to Gen H ,informed bim of the proceedioge, and asked for
protestion, which was flatly refused. Gen. Crook pro-
bested ngainet the destruction of priva'e property, but
without avail. It was us great an outrage ae the burning
of the library st Washington by the Hritish in 1812,
Were but half the truth known in regard to this expedi-
tion, it would daion sowe officers furever  Had it not been
for Gen, Crook, our retrest from Lynehburg would have
been u complete route nud terrible dissster. As it was,
his firmuess, and the fuet of Huoter's giving him virtually
the direction of every thing, und the unbounded oonfid
the entire srmy had in Crook, (for the men felt that he was
“bosing’ the nffuir,) saved ali and prevenied » stampede
snd general demoralzation These are all fucts whioh
every officer and soldier wes cogoizaot of. It was a terri-
ble trip—worse on the wen thaa Morgan's retrest from
Cumberland Gap. We did incaleulable injury to the rebels
in the destruction of wills, factories, furiaces, Guvernment
shope, mulrosds, bridges, culverts, depots, wood and erops.”

WHY LYNCHBDURG WAS NOT TAKEN,

The Cincionati Gazette several days ago published & lot
ter dated at Gauley (West Virginia) on the lst of July, in
which the writer undertakes to say why Lynchburg was
uot taken. We quote what he says:

“We dido't take Lyuchburg, and why? Slgply be-
cause Ms] Gen. Hunter allowed a failure in the firat most
important element of a raid, celerily of movement. A raid
is su advauce fur into an enemwy’s enuntey, where at very
short notice vasily superior forees caun be burled againsi
the invadivg party. The only bope for success in such a
wovewent depends upon the surprise of the iuvader, the
suddenness of the blow, sod ere he bas time lo recover and
co leet his foroee, the ramdity of retwin to the original
besa whero the parties are on s nearly equal footing. Now,
did Gen. Huoter move in acovrdauce with this requisiie ?
Gen. Crook, with his command, joined biw st Btauuton on
Woduesdsy poun, Juve B, where he had been resting his
men two daye.

“ Already among the rabels it was baliaved that Lyneh-
burg was the poini st which we were simiog. Yet we lay
at dtaunton until Friday moruing, the 10th, snd bg short,
vasy murches entered Lexinglon on the evening of the 11th,
aud rest-d bere until Tuesiay morniog, the 14'h By this
time, belief in the rebel mind bad becowe certainty, ani
we heard that they were taking the Lynch stores to
Daaville, and mukisg preparations to resist us st Lyseh-
burg. Lexiogton is only furty-one miles distant from
Lycehburg by the direct route. Gen. Crook bers im-
plored permission to mareh Lis own gallant Ksonawba divi-
#inn by this rosd and suipries and tuke Lynchburg. in ac-
cordaues with Lis owa raid-like cuetom; but he was re-
fured, and compelled to mareh with what be knew was al-
most fatal elownese.

“Instead of taking the direct route, Gen. Huuter leads
ue off to Liberty, by way of Buchanan—both trifling places,
io veither of whieh did we gain any peculiar sdvantsge—
taking us by two sides of a trinugle, instead of the shorter
hne.

“Now notiee the result of sll this delay of four days, and
bow it defeated our design sgainst Lynchburg. We
arrived at Lynchburg Fr.day aftervoon, sttacked aud drove
the rebels Lwo miles, and only balted with the coming night.
During the night the heavy reinforcements from Riehmond,
a division under Early, arrived in Lynchburg, héiving been
Just five days on the way. This latter fact we liave nager-
ained from undonbtad testimovy. With thesa remnfores.
ments the nrmy io Lynchburg lar outiumberad ours, and

rallroad east and west from Stauntoi, and two large priot.
log offices. At Lexiogton the Military Institute was de-
stroyed, and the west from Lynchburg for several
miles with numerous bridges, that it will tuke a long time
‘o ropuir. This has wrought sows injury w the enemy ;
but it may not be equal to owr own loss,  The sufferings
of the iers in their movement from Lynebburg to
Chsgle-tun were terrible, sud they balf réquire rest snd
surgiosl eare."

We announced a day or two ago the suppression of the
Wheeling Register. 1t now appears thal this journal was
suppressed by Geo. Hunter and its editor arrested for the
same cause us the Parkersburg editor. We found this
opinion upon the following mild rebuks of the YVheeling
Intelligencer, when speaking of these arresta:

“ What makes tho arrest of the Register men all the
more ineomprehensible is the report of Wharton's arrest
at Parkersburg for an artiols published in his paper, the
Gagoite, Wharton, we all kuow, 1 & loyal man, sod of
coursa it was for no act of intentional aid or comfort to
the eoewy that ho was arrested. We understaud that the
last issne of his paper was suppressed and burned, and
bence we baya not our ususi copy of the Gazette to see
what was cuid  The arrest of Mr, Wharton has stirred up
a good desl of feeling among the Uvion men of Parkers
burg, ne we lenrned Jyulurduy We presume that he will
be apeedily relessed by order of the Government. Go-

vernor Boreman hus sent & request to that effect to the
Beeretary of War."”

IMPORTANT tOUTHERN NEWS.

GEN. SHERMAN'S ADVANCE—ATLANTA CON-
CEDED TO BE IN IMMINENT PERIL.

A copy of the Richmond Dispatoh of July 15th,
received at Fortress Monroe, contains the following
important rebel despatehes from Georgia :

" "ATLANTA, (GA.) JULY 12, 1864,

“The enemy are in position on the north s:de of the
river. There is some firing between the sharpshooters,
with ocoasionsl artillery firing by the enemy, without dam
Bge. A small force is reported on the south side of the
river, eight miles sbove the railread bridge They keep
close to tha fort. The Governor arrived here last eveoing,
sod 1 urging furward every thing for the defence of At
lsata. His proclamation ealliog upon every one between
the ages of sixteen and forty-five to report at Atlanta 1e-
eeives the approval of all olassss.” 3

“ATLANTA, JULY 13, 1864.
“The enery are massing on cur right, nesr Roswell,
A portion of the Yankee army aro on the south side of the
Chattebooehie. Eherman’s hesdquarters are near Vioing's
Btation. Skirmishing ncroes the river continues near the
bridge. Every thing is quiet balow.”
“ ARMY or TESNESSEE, JULY 14, 1864,
A budy of Federal essalry crossed the river last night
opposite Newwmen, but was driven back by Brig. Gen. Arm-
strong. All quiet el:ewhera, :
*“JusepH E. JoHXSTON, General.”

The Riockmond Enquirer of July 16th contains
the following rebel despatches:

ATLANTA, (GA ) JULY 14, 15364,
Two brigades of Yankee cavalry crossed the Chattuhoo-
chis at Moore's bridge, nine mi'es from Noonsn, lust night.
Tbey were met by Arwstrong's brigade of eavalry snd
driven baok spd the bridge burnt. There is no change in
the situstion of affsire st the front. 'I'he enemy are firing
artillery oceasooslly across the river.

ATLANTA, JULy 15, 1864,

@av. Browa having official advices that parsons within
the militiry nge havicg Confedarate * details " to remain
at home in pursuit o/ their ordinary avoeations, who ex-
press the determiuslion not to cbey tte reesnt orders to
report st Atlanta for the de ence of their homes and Stats,
bas instrueted the proper officers to arrest all such per-
song and send them under guard to Atlants. That if fores
is uacd againe® Inwfol snthority suffisien: foree will be eent
to any poiat to oversome resistanes  He admoni-hes men
that bave been detailed by the Confedracy for sgrioultural
purposes that their erops will nof be ecdang=red by their
absanee for a short periol,

The Atlinta (Georgia) Confederncy of the 10th
instant takes wh:t appears to be a candid view of
the pusition there ai that time. We extract the
following :

{We shall not attempt to lull to s fancied sacurily the

that, tvo, with the addition of stroog bresstworks, rifle-
pite, and forts. In such a situstion but one course 1s left,
end that is, speedy acd esutions retreat.

“ Well, the retreat 18 beguo, and cartsioly no eomplaint
ean be wade of delay or idoug in this part-of the mareh.

“ Then, furthermore, look ut the disgraceful loss of artil-
lary to a paitry pack of guerrillss, not quite two bandred in
ull; what more, or rather less oould be expected than that
such u loss would of necessity follow Irom the disposition
wade «f the batieries in what seemrd to be more eapect-
ally Hunter's ecommaand of the firat division? They were
wade a repurate Lraio, just 58 our wagous. Attewpts had
bezen made to induse Gen. Crook to run the eame risk with
his butieties, bul in the ubesnce of any positive orders he
manag-d to svoid i,

“ wuch, then, seems to me be the cavse of our failure Lo
take Lyuchburg Geo. Huoter, slthough a good «feer of
high sduestion, is not the wan to ' go on s rad. "

ANOTHER CRITIQUE ON THE CAMPAIGN.

The 8t Leuis Usiow, slto n Republiesn print, in re-
viewing the eampsign of Gen. Hunter, holds him respon-
aible for the late loray in Maryland, becanse, when falling
back from his uosuoceseful movemeut upon Lynchburg,
be retrested through the moustaios into Western Virginia
instend of retinog dowa the Sheosndoah valley. We quote
the following :

“ Gen. Hunter's morements, up to the time he def ated
the rebels uuder Sam Jones, at Staunton, were admirable,
His movements subsequent to that event wers uorelieved
bluaders He mwight, and ought to, have eaptured Lynch
burg T'his waus the chiel vhjeot of his expeditioa, sud he
had ample force to necompisb it.  But \hs unnecsssary
delay be wade at Lexington, and his sluggish m vem: ot
from tust place towsrd Lyvebburg, grhea the rebel Gos-
ernmont at Riehmond time to send Ewell's corps againet
him. Ewell arrived barely in tme to save Lyncliburg,
Had 1unter doue bis dury, Kwell would bave arrived two
dayse too Iute.  Aw it was, Huuter, after reachiog the gates
o! Lyochburg, and spending two days in skirmisbing, wea
foread to reirent with toe rebels st hus hoels.

“ He now committed his second snd worst blunder
After getting mto Kookbridge ecunty bis plain line ol re.
treat lay down (he Shevaudonh valley, through Stsunton,
Harvishurg, and Winchester, to the Potomaes. This line
wan tae shorteat and anciest | in (set, it was the only line
that should have oceurred to him.  Had he followe1 it he
could have nrrested the puriuing rebel foree st Winohes-
ter, driven it back, snd saved us the shame and loss of the
present juvasion of Macyland. Iostesd of this, however,
he led his army into Western Virgiaia, where it lay use-
less and helpless at the time its services were most
needed.

When Hunter turned off into Western Virginia the
rebels consed followiog bim, turned down the walley,
erossed the Potomae, spread themselvos over Marylind,
nod advanced upor Baltimore and Washwgton. They
have met with fsoble cpposition, beeause the Government
had sent all the troops it could possibly spare from Hal:i-
more nnd Washiogton to Grant, and the veteran army that
ought to have been upon the ground to prevent the robel
paesage of the Potomne was, through the inexplionble fa-
tuty of ite sommander, tied up in the mounteins of West-
ern Virgiuis, three hundred wiles away.

“From the daya of Patterson to the days of Huater the
Sheunandoah valley lise been little else than a theatre for

readers of the Confi deracy by the declaration that Atlanta
is nut in iwmminent peril. I espturs, however, cannot
be cons'diced a foregore sonclusnn. * *

“The river i= of inealeulablo cdvantage to Gen  Jobn-
stou, snd his adversary will encountar great risks in the
attempt to eriss it.  Uperating upon 1he radius of & sem:-
cirele, our commander-in chiof Is enabled to bring np his
reserve 8 wikh greater rapidity, and to suticipate soy con-
centrativn of the eneay.

‘' SBherwan bas not yet ‘parsed the Rubieon,’ and kis
grentest peril will be when he has fuirly commenesd that
bazardous underteking. If he divides to croas at several
poiats, Juhostan can aleo divide ; if be coucan'rates at any
given potot, Jobosten will do the same ; if be ks to the
lelt or right, or attempts m-{ LisLBuvre 10 necomplah the
passngs of the river, be will be autio pated.

4 the case wianda Lthe advmntage of position s altn
gather with Gen. Jobeson. 11 he canoot make s suoosss-
ful battle, or bold the enemy in check Ao K the Chatta-
hovchie, be cainot aoy woers below it and ths ooly tem-
porary eteck would in that event bs the espture of At-
lauts, purposely thrown ot the feet of the rapacions in-
wad-r Lo stay his appetits for conquest

‘fiank,’ without o i '

240 ¥ lose, in sommisertion of tha | Johs
:.lu who worked s0 hard 1o wmake them, and never had
- e opportunity to fire a musketsbot from behind thew.
t1s one of the bumorsowe phases of this grim busioess of
waking war; sod the subatantial effects of mareniog the
men by such works, which were won by strategy and com-
mon sense, ivstead of hard fighting, go far 10 cheer the
o pirile of those who are jaded from the long eampaign.”

— ) —

CROSBING THE CHATTAHOOCHIE,

1‘ha Nushville eorrespondent of the Chioago Tribune,
writing under date of the 13:h instant, furnihes the an-
nexed aeoount of the erossing of the Chattabochie river by
the srmy of Gen. Bherman :

McPhereon, after some macmaveriog, suceseded in ef-
l'qoiu:g 8 landing vu the south bank of :n! river, in the neti.-
aity of Biu_mug'l Blation, on Fridny evening, about sun-
down.  The rebels had evidently expected thst wur
right would advanes to turn their left, aud bad acomdiogly
made the necessary préeparations to meet Hooker, when
to their astonishment, they found MePharsou’s eannon
playing upvn their works with fencful efloct, causing &
pavio in their extreme flank by ity suddenness and sove ty

But the rebels were not eusily trightened from their for-
midable worke; on the other hand, th- ¥ resolved to remain
in thew it povsible; but how they oxpeeted to hold them
now that n pioueer brigade was soutn of the river, I cans
ook conjocture. N:verihelesa, they continued to Lold them
throughout Saturday, though our troops wers wassing in
l?rge urumburu constently, and were in complete pusses.
;;;:.: u rangs of hills, from whigh they could ot be

On Suoday morning, diseovering that our army waane
s!l over, Jos Johustoa gave orders for um:t{:er retr::lt,:
I'he henvy guns had been removed during the night, snd
at daylight the railroad bridge, the common road hl::dgr
and thy pontoous were in flames. Qur lorces were uot in
8 position to do any thing t» avert the desiruction of
thess siructures, nor could they commenes & pursuit of
the flying fve till they bad complated their own communi-
eations.  ‘Fhe pioneer brigade, however, was industrioualy
st work, and soon half a dozen pontoons apanned the
stream, and our army was aeross by Mooday noon, vceu-
Py%‘ tbe works abaudoned by the rebels

fistter or not a further ‘advance has begun I am un-
able Lo sny; but certain it is it wil not be lung delayed,
T'he ohicf obatacles have now besn overcoma ; the mong.
Al 1egion s passed, the Chattahooohls is now b hiod
us, and only a levn‘lmrlain nuw extends its breal surfsce
between SBherwan the objective point of attnok—Act.

« herman has now oo natucal obetacles to overenme, Th
are furtificatious, we presuma, cumpletely protect-d by :!I;:
usual abattis, but they are on a lavel plain, aod ar- vyls
uerable to the beavy srtillery wiih which he is abacdant iy
supplied. The distance to the town is lesa than seven
miles, aud to the fortifieations four or five, The invest-
ment, then, cannot long be delayed.

Will Johaston fight 7 Idon't know. If he could not
muke n successful stand, either at Resncs, Etowab, Dalles
Kenesaw, or the Chattahooohie, what can he d. A ]

Certainly he oannot be reinforced; the last :r..aI: ﬁ::mk:;;
since beon obteined. He may fght—fight desperately ;

thal is what the Georgians das 4 t Joe -
olived to gra'ify ﬂmE} D e 08 it wat o

, though poasibly now, baving re-
;:lt;:fl entirely to Atlanta, he will ba compelled to give

The rebel works on the south bank of the Chattahooch}
Sherman declures to be the wost formidable he !'.::I;l::'
rucountered rince leaving Chattanooga, They afe five
wiles aund & quarier in leagth, aud are oompleto?y proteot-
«d by an sbattis, which is impeacirable, There ean bs no
douby of the faet that the rebels have bean months io pre-
pariug them, sod ihat i* was their intsntion to defend
thew £o the last, at least that it was the ictention of the
people of Georgia that they should be ug defouded, Lhough
Johuston may not Lave beon so datermined to fight. Gav,
Brown leut not only the mfusnca of the Btats in eonstruet-
ing, but bis own persons! eervie=s ia superiniending, tis
wuiks; every negro demusnded—and they were thoussyds—
to dig ditohes aud throw up entrenchments, were forth-
coming; and Johuston was urged to stake all upon the re-
ault of a battle thers. Thut be would galdly have doue g0,
bis own furces making a diree: assault, wo have no doubt ;
becauss oue wnn within the breestworks 1 equsl to twenty
axsailsnte over the ground from the river to the rifl -pits;
but a direot attack wans just the thiog not inteuded by
Shermau, snd aceordingly s flank movemont was made.

We have onptured tweoty-five hundred prisoners be-
tween Marietts and the Chattaboochie, aud over a thou
sand south of that stream. About two thouszud of thess
tase ulready arrived bere, and others are coming on every
train. They are sl! sent North immedistely. A dsy or
two since four bundred from the vicinity of Nashvijp—
the yourg blocds who entered the rebel army io 1861—
were bere, ragged, dirty, and furlora, Mauy of them
begged 10 take the onth of amuesty, bui were nit sllowad
to do 0. There were a numbor of deserters relesced
here on acoepting the smoesty day before yest-rday.

A telegraphic despatoh from Nashville sfates LLat on
Mooday lass, the 18:h ivstant, Gen. Bhermas moved out
of his works on the south sids of the
taok Qeq Jobnatou's forees, if found in front, or to occupy
the city in the eveut of Johaston's retreal. Noihiug later
than the information that be had moved hsd barn received
at Nashville. It is believed thers that during the balt at
Chsttaboochie Gen. Sherman completely deatroyed all

rebel communioations between Atiants and Richmond and
Atlauta and Montgowery.,

The corresncudent of the Cioeinnsti Gagstte, writing
from the banke of the Chattabooghis, spenks thusof the fure
tifieations of Atlinta:

“Ascerding a bigh bill which overlookad tha river T got
s epleniid view of the doowed city of Atlants, wita it net-
wo.k of d-lences  From the baoks of the river ali the
way up toe oity there is a succemion of en:thworks, It
w uld be iwp seible to conceive of & more atrongly forti-
fied place. Not fur from the banks of the river [ oo jesd

uattahoochia to at-

* We have no doubt the Federnl Gensral would, with
the cap'ure of Atlanta, be ea'i=fivd wi'h the result of his |
raid. He would garrieon scd fortify it, aud maks it the |
base of future npeinticos  Whether it would bn 1eesp-
tured or nit would be & were matter of spsoulation |

* Mtrategioally, the pusscssion of the eity would not be |
of 80 mueh advantage to the Federals as in its moral off et i
upon the Norihern pupulsce.  Its fall would be equivalent |
to fifty thousand [rest recruits from tie Northern States |

Yankeen everywhere, Toerefore, we think the Confed |
arats authorit es, apprecinting thess cons quences, will not
yield it without sn earvest dispute of every avenue of ap
prosch to the eity.

“The Federals aro still nt & considerabls distance from
onr suburba. With a far better sirategist thay Sherman,
they have at one lime spprosched wilhin four wiles of

are unpoiluted by tie tread of Northern soldiery. They
bravely cont sted, it way be as sa’e as Richmond ever was,

a defence ol Atlsota with the loss of an army like ours.
There is too much territory still to bo fought over sud de-
fended, nod too groal n stake depending upou the preser-
vation of Jubnston's army, to wasts it in any engagement
whieh in not decisive, snd in which vietory is not at least
wilhin the range of probab lity, Bherman may, with a |

' THE REBEL DEFENCES IN GEORGIA.

The defences erccted by Johnston's army in Georgin,
rendered useless by the incessnnt flank movemesnts of
Bherman's forees, are desoribad an execedingly formidable.
A letter in the Cineionati Commereial, dated July Sth,
anys |

“ An wo approsch Atlsota they steadily grow upon us ;
lice alter live ia uoecvored by our forward mareh, each |

the eshibition of eowa:dice and imbecility on the part of
Federal officora.

‘A proof that Hunter's retreal to Western Virginin wn!
o bjunder inponeiyably and jvexousahly stupid is the faet |
that ni & time when the Goveroment was in pressing need |
of triops to defend the line of the Potimae, protect Mary |
Inud a1 d Penusylvania, snd rowist the impudent rebel advanes
upon Washington, Hunter's five army of twenty thoussnd
voterans has been tmprisoved in Western Virginia as uss. |
lens for the (ime being as if it were snoamped in Patsgonia. |
If the Government, unsble to procurs troops from sluggish |
Pevneyleania, Maryland, and New York, and unable to find
adequa’e proteation for the Capital in the few regimenta
of unsessoned hundred days' men gathered at Washington,
ehould, in ite peril; be foresd to withdraw troops from
Grant, and thos derange his osmpaign againat Riehmond,
the fault of the hard necomity sud ite consequences will
rest upon the shoulders of Gen, Hunter,"”

SUPPHESSION OF NEWSPAPERS

Mr. Wharton, the editor of the Parkersburg (West Vir-
ginin) Ciazetle, thus noticed in his paper the return of the
expedition, for whioh he was arrested by Gen. Hunter and
his paper supprossed :

*Gen, Hunter with his command har principally passed
through our city, We were soery to see such snffering
amorg them, They are eomplotely worn vut, snd many
in the division had died of starvation. Amang officera nod
men We are sorry to say a large portion of the suffering is
stiribuled to the neglact and indiffarence of Gen. Hunier.
In the whole comwand we bave not found an officer or
man who epoke well of his skill as n Goneral gr his bu.
manity to hin soldiers, while «ll gice the h‘?hul praise to
Generaln Builivan, Crook, and Arverill, and to Col, T hor-
burs, who commanded s brigade, and Col Curiis and
others. The expedition moved by diffarent routes to

| parapets sbaped as if with the square and plummet, and

moreelaborateandirresintible—irrasiatible by all save Sher-
wan's army—than (ke lsat. Imagive all the country be-
tweon the Allatoona mountaius and the Chatishoochie
river ploughed into huge ridges, on an average onee in
every five m les, continuous eribs built of rmls and po'es,
or oftener of huge logs, twelvg milas long, flled with dirt
wreaehed cut irom the elenche d roots of & Georgin forest,
tour feet high and six feet wide, running throvgh the thick-
ot wooda and olesred ficldaalike, always twn, oltener thres,
snd sometimes five miles deep, and all inished perfectly and
poiished, the trenches cut down square aad true, sod the

you bave a leint conception of the mazes of rebel fortifioa-
tions through which this srmy has fougbt aud fanked ite

while it would cerninly have a teudeney to atimu'ate ths ¢ Wa find in the New York
war spirit sud rekindle the fauatienl evthusiasm of the | 4iare

may aven appronch as near to Atlauta, but if the way is | where the double track enda.

foree numericslly eugerior, outflank Gen. Jobns:ton, but | rapidiy; aod in one terrible moment the
he esnnot w0 casily outflank Gen Jobnston and the Cbattas | jo ruine, snd of their passengors,
hovebio river toguther." | and one hundred snd twenty wounded.”

8 fort, which # ssid to hova sowe twenty siegs Kuns, In
regard to the ravroad b idge, in my former lester I stated
tbat we held it. 1 was wisinformad—ue do not old it,
but the rebels have not destroyed it. Tue ears run up as
far as cur lines, and seresm vie'o-y into the ears of the
rebeis vn the other side of the river.”

DREADFUL LOSS OF LIFE.

Tribune ths fullowing parti-
ol the awful eollision on the Esrle railroad, (not the
Delaware and Lackawaos, ss before reported,) 0, Friday
|nnt :

* The portion of the road cu which it oceurred has but
& single track. A wpeci | train carryivg eght bundred
and tuirty five rebel prisoners avd voe huodred aud twenty-
five Union gusrde had left Jersey Ciry at five o'clook

Hiebmoud, sud yet the strects of the Confederate espital | Friday morcing, and procesded in ssleiy a9 far as Sho

bola, & stalion sbout twenty miivs west of Purg Jorvia,

Coming cast ot the same

time was a regular conl train.  Its conductor stopped ag

“We cannot, of eourss, purchase the uncertain trial of | Lnckawaxen, the station vext west of Shobols, and in-

| quired of the telegeaph operator whether the track wWhA
| elenr to Shohols, and wae told that sll the {rains thes dus
had passed. Lo thoreupou started his trsin st fifieen milea
| an hour, snd nfter runnivg & mile or two At thag mie uver a
rosd which oonstan'ly pierces defiles aud beuds io sbarp
curves, came suddenly upou the special train, also moving
two traius lay
mixty-four were killed

A correspondent of tha Tribune thus decribes the ol
lision @

* The shock of collision was fearful. Two noble enginea
were almost entirely demolished—:lis “ 171" and 237,
The tender of the 171" was beaved upon end, hurling ite
load of wood into the cab, effectualiy walling w0 bogh
engincer anl firoman agaivet the bot boiler, and orush-
iog them terribly. Both wers found standiog at theie
post—dead. This wan the train earrying the prisoners,
I'be first two or three cars were box freight onrs, and their
frail Irames were crushed like rushes, Quly one man was
saved from the forward car. In the others vary many
were h:l‘ uoded, and scarcely & ear esoapad wilbout beiog
erushed,

* The moat industrious endeavors wers at oncs put in
requisition to relieve the mangled beings in the wrwok.
But 1t was slow work, aod their suffsciogs weie inonse,
A» fast na possible the wounded ware cacried to Shohols,
and the dead placed beside the road. Ou ibe baok near
the engines Isy some twenty five rebel dend —wany wku-
pled past recognition. Another squad, of as mauy more,
lay fartber down the roud; and swnl furiher, wrayped in
blaskets, Iay fourteen of the guard—their duty doue fore
ever, Viewed by mcoolight, nod with laniers, it waa &
ghastly aud horrible signt, although kindly hands bad dooe

way thus fer into the Confederacy.

' My tent stands to-nighg within five yards of the hugs
wrinkle of earth erected by derparate rebels immediately
after their abandommwent of K-nesaw—tho sesond from
the river—and in coming to it 1 rode for hours between
their first and second main lines, running along on top of a
ridge just over against that ou which wers our own, and
truly jt scomed more the work of Titans or infernal goda
than of any mera men. The pervading terror with whicn
wur artillery bas inrpired the rebel imaginktion was well
tlinstrated by the numercas pits dug Ju.t inside the breast-
works, nnd roohod over with logs &nd earth to she | the
fieres iron rain which poured upon them bo h when they
slept aod when they weked. The neglected sornfielis
wers ploughcd by our shella as they kad not been ploughed
for weeks; and I bave seen, st loast in one case, an oak
trée filteen inckes in dismeter, aud quit= sound, broken off
twenty feet ftom the ground, and the top Iying on the
ground, irom the e¢floots of a miogle shell four inches in
dingeter prasing throngh it. Who shall uispute the die
erelion of burrowing in the groundgvhen sush miesiles are.
fiying orrelossly nbout 1 s

“ You should henr the sympathizing reSarke made by

Btaunton. Governor Letcher's house was destroyed, the

our boye as they psss these works, which they] got by s | sous to be buried therein,

mueh by covarings of reaves, &o. to relieve the horror of
the seene and the ghastliness of the dead.  All wers buried
on the spot, and the graves macked for futurs recoguition,
The rebel doad were also decrntly iutorred in pine boxes,"™

HONORABLE BURIAL OF OUR DEFENDERS,

Col. Wigswell, Military Governor, having suggested to
Beoretary Stanton the removal to the Nstiousl Cemetery
of the badics of the brave men who fell in defence of
Waslupgtoo, the Secretary instantly wrote this or .,

WaR DEPARTMENT, JU', ¢ 14, 1864
Ordered, That tha Military Gover v of Washiogton
cause tre remaios of the Umion » iigiury wito wore kiled
in the recent defence of yv..-‘.“h n to be carefuily disins
terred and h"“"""'{ BT 10 the National Comet- ry, wish
wuibable oare, aud Womorials to preserve their 1don ity.
: E. M. sTANTOUN,
Wo loarn that the foregoing order ban besn nltered so
Zn 1o direot General Meiga to sclapt & spot within the Diwe
trio} for an enclosure which shall receive thoss who fell

in defence of Washiogton on this ooession, uo other per

o




