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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 1864.

THE NIAGARA MANIFESTO.

We invite the attention of our readers to am
article of the New York Times, which will be
found in another part of to-day’s Intelligencer,
responsive to some views we presented on Batur-
day last for the purpose of showing that we had
not, as we oconceive, misapprehended either the
terms or the purport of Mr. Linooln's manifesto
addressed to * whom it may concern.”

Weargued that the terms of that manifesto ren-
dered it as fair—nay, as necessary—to infer that the
Presidept makes a sine gua non of ‘the abandon-
ment of slavery’’ as of the ‘ integrity of the whole
Union,” snd that no doubt can be thrown on his
adherence to one of these stipulations whioch does
not equally apply totheother, while weshowed that it
was only by interpreting the declaration in this senze
that it oould be brought into harmony with the ante-
cedent pledges by which the President hsd bound
himself to “ recognise and maintain,” with all the
power of the army and navy, the freedom of the
plaves whom he “ordercd and declared” to be
free in the States and parts of States embraced in
his proclamation of emancipatioa upder date of
January 1, 1868,

We are sure that we do not differ at all from the
New York Times in our views as to the legal quality
and effect of the emancipation edict. We Femem-
ber that that journal expressed its concurrence
with us at the time in the exoeptions we. took to
the form and pature of that most unfortunate
paper immediately after its promulgation. The
only difference between us relates to the question
that has been raised respecting the meaning of
Mr. Lincoln when he wrote the Niagara manifesto.

We are surprised that there should be any dis-

te on this point, for we think, as we have al-
ready said, thmt the terms of the manifesto leave
no room for doubt or cavil as to what the President
meant to say. let us again reproduce his lan-
e g “ EXECUTIVE MAN=ION,

“ Washington, July 18, 1864,
“ it may conmcern:
T oy e
ment of slavery, and which comes by and with an authority
that can control the armies now at war sgainst the United
Pt T & St
ﬁ:"fé‘;.ﬁ‘:‘. ther substantial and collateral points, s.d

bearer or bearers thereof shall bave safe conduot both
::,.. ABRAHAM LINCOLN."

The meaning of these words liea on the surface,

" but an snalysis of the several clauses of the mani-

festo makes that meaning not only clear but irresis-
tibla.  For we not only have in the opening words
of the rescript a statements of the terms on which
any proposition will be received and considered, and
not only is the equal indispensability of both the spe-
gified terms left to be inferred from the collocation
in whioh they are placed, but the possibility of
any abatement from either of them is excluded by
the President’s contemporaneous proffer of ¢ li%e-
ral terms on OTHER SUBSTANTIAL® AND OOLLATE-
AL POINTS.” The “other substantial and colla-
teral points’”” embrace every thing as to which the
President is willing to be “liberal,”” and he ex-
oludes from this classification *the integrity of the
whole Union, and the abandcnm:nt of slavery”—
the latter as distinotly and as unequivocally as
the former. 1f it is withia the power of English
speech more clearly to express the meaning which
weo apprebend in the manifesto, or to exelude the
pense in which the Times interprets it, we must
oonfess ourselves unable to appreciate the force of
langusge. In order to sscertmin whether the
President makes a sine gua non of both the terms
which he specifies, we have not only the presump-
tion which results from their equal expression, but,
in addition to this, we have their joint exc'usion
from the ostegory of subjcots open to discus.
pion, an exclusion made positive and express
by the statement that ‘liberal terms” will be of-
fered on ** other substantial and collatersl points.”
‘Whatever, therefore, may be tre sensc in which the
President or his friends now please to construe and
interpret these words, thero can, we submit, be no
oavil as to the sense they bear on their face, or
which they yield to a critical serutiny.

The Times greatly mistakes the spirit we have
brought to this inquiry when it supposes that we
poek to harazs the President by “hedging him
about with fresh embarrassments and complica-
tions’’ resulting from the pledges and commit-
ments found in his proclamations on the subjeot of
slavery. Would that thoso “ embarrassmenta and
ocomplications’” had no other existence than in our
“ parade” of the President’s declarations! But,
alas! they necessadly result from the nature of
the impossiblo engagements ho has personally as-
sumed in the face of the country and of the civiliz-
ed world. We do not oreate them when we recite
them, snd the Times does not destroy them when
it argues agaiost their existence. It is the Presi-
dent who breathed into them the breath of life,
nd'-; a8 it was his word that made them, so, while
be remains in his present position, it is only his
word that oan wninake them, and his word stands
qudnnmyuuof his power in this latter

‘While we seo much to admire in the eandor and

disoussion, #s indeed becomes the gravity of the
theme, we oannot peroeive the justice of its im-
plied animadversion on our argument in this mat-
ter when it says that our earnestness ‘‘savors
much more of the warmth of a partisan who appre-
hends evil to biy party cause or candidate from the
patriotio conduot of its opponent than of one zeal-
ous for the safety of the nation and eager to have it
secured by a wise and patriotic policy on the part
of its rulers.” Is the editor of the Times quite sure
that no zeal for “* his party cause or candidate” has
blinded his own mind to'a perception of the real and
theintonded meaning of the President’s language in
the Ningara manifesto? Is the “carnestness” which
he betrays on this subjeot ivspired by no semse of
the neoessity under which he conceives himselt laid
to extricate the President, if possible, from a politi-
oal dilemma on one or the other of whose horns he
is in immioent danger of being gored to death?

‘And is the Times quite sure that if it could suc-

oeed in lifting him from one horn it would not in
the act of doing so impale him on the other? 1t
is o spirit of partisanship which leads us to set in
a clear light the infelicity of the President’s poei-
tion, nor do we seek to estop Lim from * patriotio
action” in the path marked out for him by the
Times. Let the President only repudiate for him-
self as clearly o8 the Times repudiates for him ¢ the
pledges and gommitments” which we suppose our-
selves to disoern as well in his proclamations as in
his recent manifesto, which is the mere culmina-
tion of those proclamations, and we shall not be
slow to mark our appreciation of his ‘¢ patriotio
action,” even though such a reeaatation, if com-
ing in time to save his oandidacy from fhe defeat
with which it is menaced, might come too late to
save the country from the ruin rendered well nigh
inevitable by long persistence in a fatal policy.

IMPORTANT NEWS FEOM MOBILE.

FORT MORGAN CAPTURED.

—_—

Gen. Grant has forwarded to the War Depart-
ment the following rebel acoount of the surrender
of Fort Morgan, in Mobile bay. It is copied from
the Richmond Enquirer of the 30th instant :

MoBILE, AuGUST 26, 16864.

The flag of truce boat returned last evening. The Yao-
kees say Lhat Fort Moigan oapitulated last Tuesdsy at two
o'clock. On Monday afternoon they coucentrated their
fire on the fort, which replied epiritedly. On Tuenday the
bombardment was renewed. In the meanwhile the enemy
sucoeeded in getting their howitzers into position and a
line of skirmishers on the glacis of the fort, and opened a
heavy fire on our guns and gunners, and with the assistance
of the mortar flaet they suceeeded in dsmaging several gun
oarrirgss. The fort did not fire on Tuesdsy.

Gen. Page destroyed every thing io the fort and spiked
his guns. He and a garrison numbering five bundred and
eighty-one men were sent to New Orlesns.

Seventeen men were killed. The number of wounded
it unknown. Nooe of the non-combatants were allowed
to visit the oity.

The enemy have thrown a foree of 4,000 men on lhe
mainland st Graot's Pass,

0

THE CAPTURE OF FORT MORGAN.

The steamer Yazoo, arrived at New York from
New Orleans, brings accounts thence to the 24th
of August.

The most interesting item of her news is an offi-
oial announcement by Gen. Canby of the surrender
of Fort Morgan. The story is briefly told as
follows :

Nrw OrLeaxs, AveusT 24, 1564,

Fort Morgan eurrendered uncouditionslly yestsrday, at
two o'clock P. M , 231 instant.

By the surrender of Fort Morgan we bave about mx
hundred prisoners and sixty picocs of artillery, and alarge
quantity of material,

In the twelve houra preeeding the surrander sbout throe
thousand shells were thrown iuto the fort The citadel and
barracks are entirely destr: yed, and the works generally
much injured. Many of the guns were spiked, the cnis
ringes burved, and much of the amwunition destroyed by
the rebels.  The lueses lo the sarmy weare ome man killed
and seven wounded ! Ep R 8. Cassy, M:jor Gen.

ARE THEY EXEMPT FROM DRAFT1

The Republioan of lnst evening suys: “ Provost Marshal
Gen. Fry has decided that men who paid commutstion
under the draitof June, 1864, are liable to the draft which
takes place in Beptember next to fill liabilities of the sub-
distriots under the call made up to the present time,
and the distriot provoet marshals are ordered to place in
the wheel for the draft the names of such parties.”

We have soon this statement in s:veral other newapapers,
but have not yet ascertained that any offieial order on the
subject hna been promulgated. 1t will be rememberad that
it han been heretofure held that drafted persons who paid
the commutation of three hundred dollars, as provided for
usder the late law, were sxempt (rom draft for three years,
$hat being the term for which the draft was made, and for
which they paid for a substitute in the army. The Presi
dent himself so decided last November. We observe that
a resolution has been introducsd into the Penmsylvania
Legislature instrocting Gov, Curtin * to maks immediste
* inguiry as to the authenticity of the alleged order or
* decision, and, in osee it be found to be really made and
* ordered, that in snch case the Governor be snd he is hers-
“by instrueted to urgo upon the proper authorities st
« Washiogton the manifest injusties of such order or de-
' gigion, and to use his oficial influsnoe, in the name of the
¢ peopls of Penvayivania, to have the same rescinded and
¢ roversed.”

MR. BEMIS'S PAMPHLET.

We have reecived and resd with much interssta pamph-
let from the pen of GEORGE Brmis, ksq, of Boston, on
¢ Precedents of American Neutrality,” being a reply to
the speech of Sir ROUNDELL PALMER, the Atrorney Gen-
oral of Eogland, delivered in the Brituh Houve of Com-
mons on the 13 h of May in this year. Mr. Bemis hoa
drawn from the records of onr Parlismentary and Dip'o
matio bistory an array of ** precedents " which places In
an honorable light the good faith which our Government
bas, we belieye uniformly brought under all Adwinistia.
tions to the discharge of ita neutral obligations.

FINANCIAL AFFAIRS.

Becretary Fessenden han issuad orders that parties hold-
ing seven-thirty notes, due Octover 1st, may pressnt them
in auy amount at onee, and have them fanded, with inte:-
est to maturity in six per ceot. bonds, due sfter 1851,
There in nbout sixty-four million doilars of this loan yet
outstanding. The intimation that some srraogement i
mukiog for funding certifioates of indebtedness falling due
before March next in the ten-forty loan at par is denied

| by tho Troasury Depariment,
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WASHINGTON: THURSDAY,

A NEW REPUBLICAN CONVENTION PROPOBED.

1t will not be forgot.;; by any of our readers
that that large portion qf the Republican party
which protested against the early date of the Con-
vention opened at Baltimore on the Tth of June
last did not neglect at the time to warn the friends
of President Lincoln that no decree of that Con-
vention would be held of binding and conclusive
force unless its propriety and expediency should
be oonfirmed by the subsequent course of events,
To this effect the New York Independent wrote as
follows in forecasting the remomination of Mr
Lincoln by this body :

“As to its candidate, we have nothing to say—not
& word for or agsiost Mr Lincolo—not a word for or
aguinst any other man whose name may there arise;
for the good and syfficrent reason that a momination wn
June, no matter who may be the momines will not bs the
final apd unallerable momination Ia fact, it is by no
means impossible, we do not say probable, that the action
of the Bn.rhaou Convention will be entirely set aside, or
will depend for ita validity upon its ratifieation by a future
Convention. We, therefore, altugether dismiss the ques-

tion of the ewdidm-—-mlul to be now considered, as &
cannot be now se tled."

We need not say that the ‘‘subsequent course
of events’ has fully justified the prudence of those
who inculeated the duly of caution in attaching
confidence to any whose official merits and capa-
bilities were undergoing tests which might alter
the estimates alike of political friends and adversa-
ries. And the call for a new Convention, which was
early portended by the Independent, mow finda
open advocates in leading Republican journals,
We cite two exponents of this sentiment from the
Ohio press :

From the Cincinnati Gazette of August 27,

Cowpared with the great intereats at stake, men are
of no consequence, except o far as regards their qualifi-
cationn for positions to be filled, and the man who posses-
ses these qualifications, and at the same time can best
units the people, is the person called for in this erisis. On
the part of Union people there are no attachments to men
equal to their attachments to the cause, aud for this the
masses are prepared to labor, regardless of personal enn-
siderations. That man and that policy which sball promise
most for the true interests of the country are to be sought
for and sustained, regardless of minor considers,ione.
These we believe to be the sentiments of the people, and
we are fuliy eatisfied that the masses will enthusiastically
spprove whatever may hooorably and in good faith be
doue, lvoking to the defest of the pesce party in the ap-

rosching election, evén to the bolding of & new Conven-
ion and the nomination of a new candidate.
From the Cimcinmati Times of August 27.

Even the strongeat iriends of My. Lincolu wust acknow-
ledge that his popularity, based upon hie fitness for the
Presidential chair, has been on the wane since the hour
when the Baltimore Couvestion elosed ite labors. Grow:
g oppoertion has brought another cand:date into the field,
to whow of cour e there will be awarded a certain vote in
the commg elect.ou. ‘Lhe objret of all the loyal peeple of
the country now should be to consolidate all their forces to
sustaio the Government and briog it safely through the
darkest bour which bas asssiled it ricee it b csme free
and independsot. Uuder the guidanes of Mr Linevlo as
Chief Execulive we are satiefied thut this will be & mat
tor of the greatest difficulty. We bave clung to him
durivg s four years’ Acwinistration becsuse we have re
cognised bun as the exponent of principle, but we feel
that now to some extent, he haa lust the confidend® of the
people, though t.e principle which nominated and re no-
minsted him will live forevar under our Constitution. We
learn, th-n, with grest gratification, and endorse the move-
went, tha: measures are being taken which perhapa will
reetit in the withdrawal of all osndidates now before the
penple, and the selection of a man of administrative ability
sufficient for the present emergevcy, and who oan guide
the ship of State through the stormy s of politioal affsirs,
aud whose antecedents will restore that confidence in the
Administration which, we regret to say, is fast waoing
away. It is now perfectly cli ar that either Linco'n nor
Fremont ean umte the suffcages of the frienda of the
Union. We do oot say why, nor do we lay blams to either
candidate, All we kuow ia that the public sentiment is
too fearfully divided 10 incur any riek in the coming eleo-
tion, when the entire welfare and the holiest interests of
the country are at stake. The cause i too grest to
hezard on mere preferences for men. Gen Fremont bas,
we learn, signified his willingoess to retire in view of a
pomir ation in fayor of such a candidate aa can re-unite the
vote of the ecuntry ; and we doubt not that Liveeln's pa-
triotism wi uld induce him lo & opt the same course Move-
ments are now in coutemplation among some of the lead-
ing meu of unooubted iutegrity 1o the Kast and West, and
sould be made with promise of undoubied success. We
favor the measure in ite present position, and will, when
matured, give it our henrty support.

ADMIEAL FARRAGUT.

The publie will wait with curiosity and interest
for the arrival of the official despatches which shall
give a more particular and authoritative account
of the operations which have resulted in the forced
surrender of Fort Morgan within th» last few days.
It would seem that the presence of Admiral FAg-
RAGUT is the presage of victory, and if there be
truth in the old adage that “fortune favors the
brave,” who better than he would have a right to
count on the smiles of that capricious deity? But
this adage is troe only ae bravery allied to skill
binds the favor of fortune in the chain that con-
neota the eff .ot with its cause. Of Admiral Far-
ragut ‘it may be said as of the tenacious Roman,
guod vult, valde vult; and in this trait of his cha-
racter may be found in no small measure the se-
oret of his brilliant successes. He has always
risen to the height of the task he was called to
porform, and, in deserving well of the service he
adorne, he has deserved well of the country which he

so cfficiently and faithfully serves. It is no dero-
gation from his unsurpassed achievemonts that
other naval officers, in other ficlds of duty, have
equally filled up the measure of their opportuni-
tics, and thus, ?f not with equal distinetion, yet
with equal justice, have established the measure of
their claim on the grateful recoilection of their fel-
low-citizens,

The people of Penosylvania snd Maryland have been
made the objecta of much unesemly eritioinm and derision
in Massnchusetts, and in some other quarters, because
their * looal militia" did not promptly rise and expel the
invading force of Gen. Early in his recent irruptions.
How bravely and effiaiently the militia of Massachusetts
would have been likely to act under similar ciroumstances
may be read in the followiag preface of a proclamation by
Gov. Andrew, under date of Auguat 20 :

“ The volunteer militia of Massachusetis, ns it exisped
previous to the begioning of the present war, having been
almost entirely broken up, by the enlistment of its members,
inaividually wnd ag wies and regiments in the service
af the United | Staies, n #e to the different catls of the

resudent for troops for three months, wine maonths, one
humdred days, one r, and three years; and ths laws
eatablishing this volunteer militia being no longer sn con-
Jormity wuh the of erganization pregeriled by the
laws of the United States, and it having been found impos-
wible to recruit this pulitia gnder the lsws as toey stood—
and the ssipty and houor ol the Commonwealih impera-
tively dampunaing o well ised militin for the somuon
defence, the L gislature of Massachusetts At ita |ast eoe-
wion pasted Ao not entitled an wot couosrning the militis,
which was approved on the 1dth day of may Iner, aod
which is the 235th Chapter of the Aets of 1864, establish
ing » pew system in strict oonlormity to the Constitulion
:lgl Iaws of the United States, and the Constitution of the

Commonwenlth, and by wlgol all provious aots oonosrning
the militia were ropealed.”

SEPTE MBER 1, 1864

OUR INDIAN SYSTEM.

We have repeatedly ocalled the attention of our
readers to the organic defects and practical abuses
of the present Indian polioy of the Government.
We are glad to know that this subject was, some
months ago, brought to thé fresh notice of ome
branch of the Administration in an elaborate re-.
port, under date of February 6th, in the present
year, made to the Secretary of War by Major Gen,
Pope, commanding the Department of the North-
west. The deteriorating influences brought to bear
on the savage under the control of the Indian Bu-
reau in this city are so notorious and so great that
Gen. Pore does not hesitate to ask that the mili-
tary be left to deal with these Indians without the
interposition of lndian agents. He makes this re-
quest because he believes that any permanent peace
with thé Indians depends upon it, and because he
is convinoed that the condition of the Indian in his
wild state is far better than his status under the
present Indian policy.

The results of our Indian polioy are thus reca-
pituldted by the General :

“Tbere do not and have not lacked oceasions when the
Indian, goaded by swindling snd wrong and maddened by
drink, has brokeo out avainst the whites indisoriminately,
sod committed those horrible outrages at which the coun
try has etood sghast. I thiok it will be found slmost with
out exception that Indisn wars of late yesrs have broken
out with the second olass of annuity Indians, sud can be
directly traced to the conduet of the white men who bave
swiudled them out of their money and their goods.

** By our systew of reservations also we have gradually
traueplanted the Indian tribes to the west, and bave ldcat
ed 1hem from porth to wouth slong our westera frontier,
building up by thewo means a constantly inereasing barrier
to travel and emigration westward, Through this bar-
rier all emigracts to the new Territories and to the Pacifie
Btates are cowpelled to foroe their way, and difficultios
leadiog to robb: ry and violenee, and oftentim=s to exten-
sive massacres, both of whites sud Indisns, are of not un-
frequent oocurrence.

*if the whites be worsted in theee difficulties, troopa
are immediately demavded, aud thue begins an Indian war,
which the greed of contractors and speculatora interested
in its confimusnoe, playing upon the natural apprehensions
of the people, and ivfluensing the press, wakes it very
difficult to eonduct successfully or bring to sn end.

**Both in an economie snd buwmane view, the present Indian

licy bas b-en s woeful failure. Lnstead of preventing,
it has been, beyond doubt, the. source of all the Indisn
wars which have vecurred in late years. So long as our
present poliey pre veils the movey aund the goods furnished
to the Indians will b= a constant and sufficient temptation
to unssrupul us white mea, and so long must we expect
outrages snd Indian cutbiesks on the frontier. 1t is not
to be denied that i he expense of this system to the United
States bas greatly exoeeded what would have been neces-
sary o keep troops enough oo the frontier to eusure peace
with the Iudians.

**1tis equally certain that the condition of the Indian,
#0 far frow beiog iwproved, has beeo greatly ivjured, He
hus lost all the high qualities of bis native state,.snd has
simply been reduced to the coudition of sn icle, drunken,
gambiing vagabond. The mortalily among these anouity
Lodisne living oo reservations bas far exceeded that smong
the wild tribes, at d bide fair to extinguish the whole ruce
in & wonderfully thort period. 1 thiok it will not be dis-
puted, by those fawiliar with the subject, that «ur Indian

lioy Lee totally farled of avy humanizivg eflect over the

odian ; huas worked him a cruel wrorg, and has entailed
a very grest snd useless expense upon the Guvernment.
1 have pass-d ten yenrs of my life in servioe on the fron-
tinr, srd the facts berein siated are the result of observa-
twn and axperi-noe, aud are familiar to.every officer of
the sraiy who has wverved in the Weat.

“ However wise may have been tue theory of our In-
dian systew, it csn readily be eubstantisted that, in its
piaotieal operation, it has worked 1 justice aod wrong to
the Indisn ; has made his present state worse, morally and
pbysically, than it was in his vative wilderoess, and bas
eutailed heavy and u-eless expense upon the Government.
Some change, theref.re, seems to be demanded by well
estublished facts resulting from an experience of many
w.‘n -

These views of the General are fully confirmed
by the representations of other witnesses who
bave knowledge of the facts in the case.. The phi-
lantbropic Bishop WairpLs, of Minncsota, who
has done so much to arouse the conscience of the
country to & sense of the fearful wrongs done to
the lndian by Goverament agents under the pre-
vailing policy, recites the following story, which
shows how thoee Indians who have already taken
to agriculture, and to a steady life, are paralyzed
the moment's Government agent approaches them
with a treaty :

“ During the last snmmer I visited the Indisne at Red
Leke. After the services the head ehief eams to me and
snid: * You have spoken good words to us ; you are tue
sarvant of the Great Bpirit. I want you to go uod see my
p ople's gardeos, aod then I will nek your advice ' I took
the chiei's povy and rods four miles through cornfields,
every arte of which wes cul ivated with the boe. I ate
pew cuin aod new potatoes from these gardens the Brst
week in August, My ioterpreter counted twesty-uine
sacks of Inat year's corn io ove lodge, sud we bacdly fourd
s lodge without plenty of old corn. On my return the
chief said: ' You have seen my ?(-ple ; they bave plenty ;
they are not huogry ; our Gireat Father 1s about t 1 wend a
comtissinner here to buy our lsnd. [ have noviced that
whenever Indians scll their lands to the Great Father they
always perish. 1 should be sorry to bave my people be
eome like the Indinre at Crow Wing. Wil the Bishop
tell we &l he bae in bis head 7' "

Another chief said to the Bishop,  Woe to us,
for theday we hear the big-knives’ words we go w0
our graves.”

And the prevalent system is s unjast to the
gountry s it is upjust to the Indians. Op this
point the New York Evening Post of Friday last
furcibly remaiks as follows :

* The people of the Usited States farnish the Indians
wi bithe woapons wherewith they murder and waim such
of Whem & they can get at. When the warriors of » tribe
determive on war, and cover their faces with the hidecus
war-paint, the pigments they use have come t: them dj.
rectly frum the Indino Buresu, as part of the sonnsl dona-
tiow ol * goods.,”  When they s m thewselves with mankets
they are the gifts of the United States Government, which
furnishen also the powder and lead to losd them with, The
whiskey with which the warriors make themeelves furious
is purchnsed with money given by the United Btfes, from
tenders authoriged by the Governmeot to deal with 1he
Indisns. When the tomahawk is wuburied, it is & toma-
hawk seot to their tribe by their ‘ Great Fatber;' and to
thoss 1n Minuesota who had relatives not merely killed, but
scalped, during the last Indian war, it most bave been &
peculinr matisinotion to kvow that the scalping kuives
uscd by the savages were also furnished by the Indian
Buresu. In the advertisement tor Indian supplies Inst fall
waa one requiring bids for ‘ ove hundred duzen soalping
knives' Heading this sdvertisement, we wonder whether
there in any epecial and Tavored model of this iostrument
which the superiotendent requires the manufseiurer to
follow. If so, itwould bs iuteresting to know woo fur
nished this wodel ; and whether recsut experienon of ita
use has caused any improvement in the sealp-r-movieg
bisde 7 Has Rolling Thuoder, or Peep of-Day, or Puop-
em-over-Quick, or  Hole-ju-the-Water, or auy other obiel;
& patent right in an improved double-baek-action spring:
roslping koife 1 Doss the ehef of the Ivdisu Buresn
tiang & model of the last improved knite over e desk for
the ioelruction of poptruptors 7 It i vot & wicth-invoking
subjeot ; any one who examines it somewbat olusely will
find it not vnly sad, hut extremely unclean,”

Wo learn from Loboy Sound, Georgia, that ao sxpedi-
tion from the sloop ol-war Ssratoga recently went forty
miles inward, whers they eaptured forty osvalrymen, to-
getber with shelr horses, atms, and camp equipments, and
burat & splendid bridge on the Guif railroad. The expe-
dition returned, after an absence of four days, with all

their prisoners, and without losing & masa,

ARMY OF THE POTOMAC|

FOURTH BATTLE FOR THE WELDON ROAD.

THE ENEMY AGAIN REPULSED.

We learn by official reports received on Saturdsy at the
War Departmeot that on Thureday last, the 25th instant,
General Hanoock, who was south of Reama's Station, rn
the Weldon railroad, was attacked seversl times during
the day, and that the eoemy was repu'sed at every assault.
At half-past five o'clock P. M. a combined attack was made
on his eentre and leit, which, after & desperate and ssn-
guinary battle, resulted in the enemy withdrawiog from
the field, leaving bebiud them their. dead and wourded.
The detnils are given in the subjoined brief official reports
of Gen Grant, Gen. Meads, and Gen. Haneock.

Reams's Blation, where the baitls took place, is ten
milvs south of Petersburg and thirty-two milea south of
Richmond The road was firet taken poesession by our
foroes on the 18th instant, sfter s slight conflict. The en-
emy sttempled to recover it on the 19th, and again on the
21at nud 25th. In every oase he has been repulsed, aud iu
the two Inst assnults suffored vary hesvy losses.

Becoxp ArRMY Corps, AUGUST 26.
For General Humphreys,

The attsck sbout 530 was probably intended to be
simultaneous, by Wileox on my centre snd Heth on my
left. :

The enemy formed in the woods, placed their artillery
in position, opened & beavy cannopade, lasting shout
fifteen minutes, and then assaulted Miles's force. He
resisted tenscivusiy, but the enemy broke his line.  Bome
of Gibbon’s troops were burried over to repair the damege,
and the enemy only guined & slight foothold.

They soon sttempted my extreme left, and drove Gib-
bon’s division from the hne. His men had been much
wearied in rush og over to Gen. Miles and baok during the
repeated ussnnlts, Gen. Gibbon succeeded in formivg a
stroug line, and the enemy, who were pressing on with
greal enthusissm, were severely checked by the diemounted
oavalry under Gen. Gregg, which be handled handsomely.
Miles regsined most of his entrenchments, distinguisbing
himself. All be bad to work with were such small parties
as could be rallied snd formed by his staff officers.

The fighting was continaous until dark, the enemy being
held in cheek by srtillery, dismounted eavalry, and ekir-
mishers. At dark we withdrew for the reasons stated.
The chief of artillery reports that he lost about two
bundred aud fifty horses. K

The evemy made no advance up to a late hour last night,
bolding, as fur as cou'd be seen, some of our enptured
guns with their skirmish line. They must bave suffcred
heavily,

. My own loss, includiog cavalry, will perhaps not exoeed
twelve or filieen bundred, thougn this is a surmise, as the
command is oot yet organized. Capt. Brownson, of my
staff, was mortally wounded, dying during the night. Col.
Welker, A. A @, is missing.

This is acknowledged to bave been one ef the must de-
termined aud desperate fights of the war, resembling
Spotteylvania in ite character, though the number eu-
goged gives less importance to it. A few more good
troops would have given a vietory of considerabla impors
tauoe.

I forward this afternoon prisoners from the fisld from
Wileox's aod Hetbh’s divisious. g
' Mejor Angel, of wy staff, saw and conversed with two
prisoners of Mabones division last night. I do pot find

them this morning. They said Mshone's division, with the
exception of one brigade, was there.

W. 8. Harcock, Major General.
U. 8. GranT, Lieutensit Ganeral.

BecoxD CorPs, AUGUST 26—12 30 P. M.
A safegunrd that was left on the battle-field remained
there until after daylight this morning. At that time the
enewy bad all disappeared, leaving their dend on the ficld
uaburied. This ehows bow severely they were punished,
and, doubtless bearing of the arrival of re-inforcements,
they feared the results to-day if they remained.
G. G. Meapg, Major General.

SEcoND ArmY Conrps, AvgusT 26—1 P. M.
To Lieat. Gen. Grant : Sives sending my last despatch,
I have couversed with the rafeguard reforred to. He did
not leave the feld until after suorise. At that time nearly
all the enemy bad left, moving towards Petersburg. He
guys they abaudoned not only their deed, but wound: d also
He conversed with an officer who said their losses were
greater than ever bofore during the war. The safeguard
enye he was over the ficld, and it was covered with (he en-
emy's dead and wouuded. He bae secun great many bat-
tle-ficlds, but uever such asight. Nearly all of the euemy's
aod all oor wounded were brought off, but our dead were
unburied. I have instructed Geu Gregg to make an effort
to send a party to the field and bury vur desd.
G. G. MeapE, Major General.

Our forces still bold the Weldon rosd. Ia & despateh
dated 3 P. M. on Friday Gen. Grant says that the ene-
my's lose of this road seems to be a blow he eannot stand.
I think I do not overstate the loss of the enemy in the lust
two weeks at ten thousand killed aod wounded. We have
loat hgn\'il,. but ours have been mostly in eaptared, when
the armwy gained tewporary adveniages. The number of
rebel prisoners taken ou our side bas uut yet been reported.
———

THE BATTLE OF THURSDAY.

Correspondence of the Philadelphiz Inguirer,
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF PoTuMaC, AvGusT 26.

The action st Resms’s Station, in which, oo our side, the
first sud wecoud divisions, Becord Corps, were engaged
yeaterday, is an eveat of which 1 hardly know how to
spoak. Many look upon it as a dissater, sod there are
some reasous for regardiog it io that light, if we were to
coanider it without regard to the other side of the picture,
tbe punishment ivflioted on the suemy. But when we re-
collect that in three sucoessive oharges the enemy was re-
pulsed with great slaughter, and that theic losses in killed
and wounded greatly cutnumbered ours, it is evident that
our ocoasion for regret is on socount of the adverse moral
effoct of & reverse more than the losses actually entailed
thereby. Kven the guos they captured were dearly paid
for in killed aud wounded, snd we can far better affurd to
loss guns than they eso affird to lose meu,

‘Lhe Second Corps had but just returned from the ex-
treme right on the Jumes river when, on Mooday morning
the first and wecoud divieions of it were started off on ;
long, wet. aud wuddy march to the extrems left th
Weldon railroad. Frow that lime ng o ,“",r‘;.'ﬂ‘h .
had been hard at work tearing up the raiirosd b:rni;,
the ties, twistiog the rails, levailing gthm'nnt. d:
wtroying bridges and oulverts, aad ne thoroughly ae possible
'hm"hthdf erlen thing tbat could be of Ay s0rviow to Lhe
enemy ln fsolithilog the repair of the e
ahowid I;gum E‘“ Luto their handa. . »

On Lhursdsy moroing Gon. Gibbon's ivini
have moved southward fiom Kenma's .“:;nu::;nw::’;;:
the dnatrunt'luu of the road still further sowards Biury
Ureok, but Col. Bpearc's brigado of Kautz'a cavaliy, which
wis picketing 1 tha: direcilon, being attaoked by the ene-
my, and this clrcumatauos iutimating the probabiiity that
our operalions vo the railroad Wwght weet with interrap-
ton{ the urder to move out was countermanded, .

Fubsequently the opinion that the valy force the enemy
had there was cavalry nppenrs to have been formed, nud
Gen. Gibbou was Agein urdered to move down the road,
which he commenced to do at aboug haif patnive A M

startiog alovg & road TULDiOg L0 1he lett or ea<t of he
railroad, they turned to ta8 right and orvssed the Istter
nbout half & mile tolow Kesws's, sud bad nut procevded
hall n mile furthor befors (he cavalry was oheoked by
wmeating a line o/ rubel skirmishers.

Advanelug a skitmish Jive parallel w.th that on the right
of the raliroad, ite left flank resitog oear the same, Col.
Hmyth pushed back the enemy's skirmishers until, on ar-

riviog ia sight of & parrow swampy range exi Irom

e ———————————————
tbe railrosd obliquely to the right, and with its acute an-
la on the #ide next to us, be ound their troops in lios of
at 1o beyond it aud protected by small breastworks. Toe
en my immediately charged upon our skirmishers, sod
drove them back to our main body,

Col. Bwyth now reporud to Geo, G bhon the fact that
the enemy bad a cousiderable foros of infan'ry present,
aud awsited further iustructions, He was ordered to
pueh forward again and sec-rtain what forpe there whas
oppored to usj and scoordiug'y be ndvaneed and sgain
drive back the enemy to the ravine, and at thit print was
sgain brought to a stand and compelled to rurire,

I'hie pickets of Milea's division wers diiven in, and a
charge waa then made on the entrenchments, whlob, how-
ever, was quickly repulsed.

As soon ns it becams evident by the attack on Gen.
Milcs's position that the enemy were in considersble fures,
Gen. Gibbon was ordered to 1wl back from hos advanosd
p position on the left, and, consectirg bis left with the right
of the first division, to form s lins for 1he protection of
the leit flank and the,roar. The junetion of bis right with
Miles's left was near the poiot where our breastworks
croescd the railroad, and thenee bis line extended in such
o curve us to bring his left vearly opposite Miles's right,
the line of the latter fronting towards the west, while
toat of Gibbon faced on the east aud routhesst
The enrmy baviog besn repulsed, our skirmishers fol-
lowed thews ns they fell back, advavcing nsarly to the po-
sition they bad tormerly beld, and espturiog s wowbe: of
prisoners. Shortly after I .. -newy sgsin sdvansed and
wore vgdin driven back with L-avy loss, and them third
seanait, mrds ahoul 4 P. M., was ptiended wich a like
mtisfactory result.
In the Bint (bree charges the enemy used no artil'ary,
but about& P. M. they opened s heavy, concentrated fi o
from w number of batteries, pouricg & storm of ahot 5 d
other missiles over the entire nwphitheaire included with-
in our lines.

After nbout twenty mioutes of this artillery fire, tha
enewmy sgain made their apprarancs in front of Gen,
Miles's division, their assault being directed wninly sga'n -t
his centre Alorg vearly the entire line, and especially
wa froat of the firth brigade, ths woods are vary close to
our eutrenchments, which circumstance was favorable ta
to the enewy, in that it euabled them to form compara-
tively uear vur works witbout being discivared,

Lmerging from the woodx they advane-d in twn lines ot
battle, with a fores thoughbt to beve eomprised Wilcox’s
eutire divinion, of Hill's ourps, and two brigades of Heth's,
Our wartillery and musketry greeted them, as befors, with
a iapid fire, but withuut checking their progress. Oun they
oawes with buyonets fixed and without firing & sbot.

They approsched our lines, gained the outside of our en-
trenchmeuty, snd 8t some piiuts a hand to band conflict
ensued over the top of the breastworks, vur men beating
back the rebels with their buyonets as they attemuted to
climb over But soon it wss found that our line was
oruken pear the ceotre, and the gap onece maie rapidly
grew wider, uutil nearly the entire line was awept baok,
leaving cur breasiworks sod artillery in tae hands of the
eneuy, from the left of the first divisivn to & puint con-
a:derably to the right of the ceutre
‘T'he ba'teries I fo behind were batteries B, First Rhoda
Islsnd, Lieut. Perrine; Capt. Nlesper's battery, 1-nth
Massachusetts, sud MeKoight's battery. the I'welith Now
York Indepevdent. Tueir hurees had “sli been shot early
in i he sctivn, and the suddenness with which oyr men feil
back rendered it impossible 1o ge: off the guns  Uspt
sledper, of the Teuth Masvsachusetts, hat been wounded
durirg the afternvon, sud was ot in eommand whe his
batiery wae Joat. It is eaid that the Fourth New York
beavy nrtillery, or 8 cousiderable portion of them, stoud
their ground on the left wnea our lice guve way,
and, rushing to the,guns of the battery nearest to them,
woiked it ull the enemy came on sn surrounded th=m,
capturivg a cousiderable portion of thew along with the
battery,

Gon. Miles and other officers of bis division, with great
coviness and intropidity, set io work to rally the m+n, who
wrre pouring dowu from the left sod burryiog t the rear,
and 1 a short time succeeded 1u formioy & line, with the
right resting again:t cur breastworks, uear the 1ight of our
lutwer liue, 8t the point up to which that line had been
bell.  Atibe ssme time Gen Huneoook ordred the seoocd
division to be faced sbout, and, cheeriog and wrgivg the
weu furward, led thew in person n a charge st double-
quick seross the epace between their line and that of Geo
Miles, which at the widest pait was probably three-fourghy
of n mile 1 breadth.
‘I be charge. wh ch was made under a beavy fi o both
of musketry and artllery, was gallsotry exccuted, and io
o1 juiction with the line rallied by Geu. Milee, logdantly
checknd the enemy and regaived ovur eutrenchu., nis for
some distance further towards the left.
After the evemy had been cbecked in the tre
slong that portion of the line which they m?ﬁ,n,'ﬁﬂ
rected their attack, the greater part uf the second division
bad returued to their own eotrewchments, snd toe combat
seem+d to have pearly died out, when suddenly the enemy,
working lheir way round towarda our left, steuck the ngut
flauk and rear of Col Murphy's brigade, which waa driven
towards the left. Perhaps it will be better understoid if
L compare our lines to & borse.shoe, aud say they were
dlmra-u tuil_-'lrd[l the left heel. There was ngaio cousidera-
ble contusion for & time, but our men again railied sod the
anemy was w000 checked. "
By this time it wos onrk, and the fightii g ended. Mo-
Kuigot's bastery was but a sbbrt distancs o the left of
toe portivn of the line recaptured, sud alter dark Col.
myth sest Col Moure, of the Fourteen b Penusylvania,
to vring o ff the Rupes. He sueceeded in bl'ingln] off three,
aud the viher was subseque itly recovered,
Abiut eight P. M. we cowmenced . euring, which wp a0.
compisied with utmolestation Nothing was lumt 1o aban-
Joulng Our positive, ot a shol being fired by the euemy,
We saoriflice nothing iu sbsndoning toe positi ‘0 at Rogpme's
8!8Li00, eXoept perhaps the destrucion oi 8 few milss more
A the roilroad, sod when our deiached miunion aud ne
oree the cnemy brought sgainet us sre cutisidered, it is
by no weans surprising that we stould Lave beeg for a
L m» overpowered. ‘I'he pumber of mag opposed to us is
estimated from fifteen to seventeen thoussnd, and com-
prising (Hetb's and Wilcox's divis ous of Hiil's corps, and
Field's division, with two other brigades of Auderson’s
formerly Lovgstreet's corps. '

T'here oon bo Little doubt that in the engagement thay
ou numbered us two to one, for the mmra vl the two divi.
sio. 8 we had there were w0 exuausted by figuting, bard
mnrebing, sud their laborious work oo the euiiroad Lhat
their effective strength had been matsrially reduged. L he
euemy will very naturally pique ther. slves oo tue capture
of our breastworks aud actillery, byt it they be sllowed to
olaim u viotory it is of & Kivd (hat they wmay pray to be
exoused from experienging too frequently,

Another correspoudent gives s somewhat similar aee
count of cperations, He saye:

Several pieces are reported to be reeaptursd by our
@ n, the enewy not beiug sble to gat off with th-m

Late in the day remnf.reeme-uts were sent to H
but they did not reach him in tune, PO

Wharren's posidun is evnsidered impregnabls, aod no
ﬁ‘:::l:;" made on say portivs of his lise during t.e ea.
HEADQUARTLRS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
Monday, August 29-—!‘.‘?-,,“‘;‘_
The reports publisbed in some of the DEWS apars that
the losses in the Fifth Corps in the battley of tne 18¢n
19tn, and 21st of the present wmonth ™ aok five lhounnd‘
greatly exaggerate the facts. It in pouw definitely asoor-

tained that they do not exees j thirty-eight hundred, and

”» stragglers and others o' sotinue to oome ia, and the
siok are not all se,unted for, it in believed that the sg-
gregate loes y gl these engagements will oot exceed
thir'y five hundead, The loss of the Second Cerps in
Thureday's fight will not excesd sn aggregate of fifteen
bundred, aceording to the official aiatement, aud it is
hoped and belived that when all who are now within our
linew report twelve hundred will embraoce the entire loss.

The rebels are said to be using the Weldon railcoad be-
low Reaws's Station, and runniog their supplies theuce to
Patersburg sround our left by wagon.  As this requires a
large foree for train guards, snd to defeud the road against
inoursiona of our oavalry, it cannot be either a very profitas
bl or pleasnut means of communiontion, without takiog
into conmideration the loss of tims iavolved.

Arrangeents have been made, it is understood, for
barying the rebel dead left on the fisld of last Tlll.lfﬂ.".
baitie, The faot that the enemy did not perfurm the fu-
neral rites for their own dead, nor . carry off mll their
wounded on that occasion, is pretty palpable evidevee
that, although they drova back our Seeond Corps, they
did not achisve auy very complete or ered tible viotory.

To-day notying of interest has oeourred. The usaal
cannonadiog and picket Ariog was ra:hor more brisk, and

continnes this evening, but it la without any results of
00NAEQOENCS.
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