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LIBERTY AND UNION, NOW AND FORNYER, OME AND
INSEPAHABLE,

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1864.
——

A COMPARATIVE VIEW.

Mr. Horaee Gmolnyl:_u been making & speech,
It was delivered in New York oity, before the
. “Lineoln Campaign Club,” on Monday evening
last. We always give sttention to any thing Mr.
y says or writes, not beesuse we consider
him the most judicious among American statesmen,
but because ‘he is, withont dispute snd beyond
comparison, the foremost man of his party in point
of influence at the present time. Wo have the
suthority ¢f Mr. Thurlow Weed, than whom there
is no better authority, for saying thai the fivst
battle of Bull Run was fought ageinst the delibarate:
judgument of Gen. Scott and of the Admigistration to
pacify the Now York Tribune, which represented
a power in the land stronjger than the Administra-
tion itself. At a later day we saw the President
recognise the representative character of Mr.
Greeley, when, speaking in the name snd by the
suthority of “twenty millions,” he called fora
more, emphatic anti-slavery poliey. Responding
through our ¢olumns to Mr. Grecley’s public
arraignment of him in the Tribune, Mr. Lincoln
mildly referred to the *infpatient and [Jictatorial
tone” of that arraigoment, but added that he
¢“waived it in deference to an old friend, whose
_heart-he had always supposed to be right.”’ This
was on the 22d of August, 1862. Precisely one
month afterwards camo the preliminary emancipa-
tion edict, which drew from Mr Greeley the
memorable beatitude of ‘“God bless Abraham
Lincoln!” This proclamation, we may say, was
not only ¢ demandcd” but ¢ commanded” by Mr.
Greeley. We have the authority of Mr. John W.
Forney, the Ropublican Becrotary of the Benate,
for saying so, and every body knows that he;
pledged as he is to give an “unquestioning sup-
port” to the Administration, would bt afirm soy
thing of this kind unless he had personal knowledge
of its truth, and supposed that he was acting in
conformity with the wish of the Administratioa by
makiog the fact publicly known. At a still later
day we have seen Mr. Greeley employed by the
President in the delicate offi:e of ambassador, re-
presenting our Government near two gentlemen in
Canada who were in the confidential service of
¢ the Confederate States.” 1In a word, Mr. Gree-
ley is “the great ohampion” of the oause which
the present Administration is set to sustaio.
Mr. EraaN ALiEN, who is an Assistant Die-
triot Attorney in New York under the present
Adwinistraiion, and therefore a competent as
well as a disintercsted witnese, so entitled him
on the occasion of Mr. Grecley’s public appearance
on last Monday evening, Mr. Allen said ¢ that
he felt honored at appearing on the same plat-
form with the great champion of cur cause. He
himself was an example of the eflicienoy of Mr.
Greeley's teaching.”

What then did Mr. Greelcy ssy cn the cccarion
designated 7 We quote from the report of his
speech as we find it in the New York Tribune :

* Now, all we ask of them is that they shall do what
they have sworn to do, iostend of wbat they bave for-
sworn themselves by attempting to do—that 1s, that they
shall sustain the Iaws of their country instead of attempt-
ing to dentroy the one snd overthrow the other. That is
s very simple nnd eary way of atmninil peace. When
the sutject of eapital pu-ishwent was dircuseed in the
Freneh Republic, one of the writers on thet side, seeing
s0 much said as to the sanetity of life, smd: * Let Mes
sieurs, the asenssing, set the example!” Now, all the
bave to do is to say the eame thing. Let them say, ‘ We
are tired of all this,’ and we will negotiate. But they say
po such thing. That you ean see plain evough by Gil-
more, or Kirke, and UCol. Juguess going to Hichmond,
They said to Jeflerson Davis: Now, the President wants
peace. He is willing to make peace on terms that will be
equitable and fair to you, but the Union wust etand and the
Inws be obeyed It is not dishonorsbla to ubey the lawa.
‘I bers siand their oaths. Tho laws ure as good for them
as fur us. The Coustitution was made by their fathers ns
by ours, and in tbat Constitution sed in toose laws are
equal rights for them and for us. They have simply to
taik acroes the line of pickets ; one pickot can whisper to
the other, * We ars tircd of fighting, we want peace ; we
propose to go back and be st peace;’ and there ia not oce
single rebel, from Jeflorson Davie down, who hus the lenst
apprehension of personal eonsequences to himeell. None
of them fears that there would be an
executions as bave atiended the onnimw of revolutivne
in other countries. Lhey may every one be assured of most
ample protection, not only in life sud person, but in estate
also, if they will come forward and lay down their arms,
snd nubody aske that Lhey shall have uny less power in
the Uniun than our Btates. That would bo n siwple, eany,
rapid, and certain termination of the war, aud [ believe
that tarmination caunot be postponed one month beyond
the re-slection of ths President.”

Now, all this fair speech has a very con.
servative sound.  If it had been uttered by an op-
ponent of the present Administration—one who,
in the classic phraseology of the times, is called by
Mr. Greeley a  copperhead” —it would have been
open to the suspicion of treason. What ! The Pre-
sident willing to make peace on terms that shall
be equitable and fair, provided the Union stend
and the laws be obeyed? The Chicago Conven-
tion has said no more in the platform which ap-
pears to the philosophic mind of Dr. Licber to be
& wall-framed creed of Northern servility to the
oriminal arrogasce of the South—a sanction of
highest lawlessness,”” What! Can it ba true that
“ there is not one singlo rebel, from Jefferson
Davis down, who has the least apprehension of
personal conscquences to himself 7’ Did the mem-
bers of the Baltimore Conyention, which re nomi-
nated Mr. Lincoln, intend nothing but a delusion
and & sham when in their first resolution they de-
clared that ““itis the highest duty of American
citizens to do every thing in their power to aid the
Government in quelling by foroe of arms the rebel-
lion now raging against its authority, and in bring-
ing to the punishment due to their crimes the rel els
and traitors arrayed egainst'it 7 What! “The
termination of the war not to be postponed one
month beyond the re-clection of the President,”
aman whose Administration—we have Mr. Gree-
ley’s word for it-—may be presumed fo lack
“vigor,” “carncatncss,”’ snd ¢ understanding 7"’
If there be any ground for such a prediotion, how
wuch more certain would bo the advent of peace
a8 the immediate eonsequence of Gen. MoClellan’s
eleotion ! .

It ia instruotive to soe such distinguished Ro-
publicans as Mr. Grecloy lending their )iands to
the things which make for pesce, while, as agninst
the ¢ Peave Demooracy,” their “ voice i still for
war”” We are thus left to understand that in
their hearts they are quite as sick of war as Mr.
Fernando Wood or Mr. Vallandigham. Nor does

this suspicion rest on inference, We have the au-

-

such sanguivary [ of the same month,

( thosiy of M. ks, & prowtucnt ofioc hlder of
the

 Aduwinistration, who is at the same

Journal, for saying that  there is such a yearning
for peace, such s weariness of strife and blood-
shed, and such a dread of cost and taxation, that
it will require immense labor and constant appeals
to the national pride and latent patriotism to hold
the people up to the sublime work in which the
country is now engaged.” It mig]
that he alludes primarily to the opponents of the
Administration. But not so. Writing from this
oity to his journal, under date of last August 5th,
he says : ;
“Thqlnﬂudmhlﬁllmdthlw

themes discussed in all ciroles, sud finda smoog
kneed and despondent Union men, (s0 called.) as well as

8 3 .
| their sympathy the rebeilion, a preference for a divid
" Union rather 1 i he ;
latter are for a pesce upon such a basis because it is what
the rebels desire; and the former biot it on the ground
that it would be better to have a Northern Repu

ot slavery than s reconstructed Union with it. There
are, I fear, more who think this thought than ulter ig, be-
cause there are probably more men than we think who
'bave no hesri-love of country, and who would be content
with natiooal boundaries which would secure them in-
diviiual pence and plenty.”

The men who are for peuce upon the basis of a

divided Lnion * because this is what the rebels
desire,”” and the men who are for peace upon the
basis of a divided Union because ¢ it would be
better to have a Northern Republic without slavery
than a reconstructed Union with it,’”’ are men who
represent the extrcmes of public opinion which
alike meet in their opposition to Gen. MoClellan.
The Tribuce and the Daily News of New York,
the organ of the Republican party and the organ
of “peace Democracy,” can agrec in their oppo-
sition to the patriotio soldier who declares that
“the Union must be preserved at all hazards,”
but the Union only as based on the Constitution,
which ia its bond and symbol.
It would be erroncous to suppose that Mr. Greeley
favors any such reconstruction of the Union. He
looks to the late manifesto of President Lincoln
and to the resolutions of the Baltimore Convention
for his basis of the Union and his conditions of
peace, though he is forbearing enough to say that
he will not * prescribe terms to the Government.”
On this topic he says :

“ As to the terms of peace, I do not preeoribe terms to
the Governmeat. I only know that the desire and pur-
pose of the Government is that the Union shall be restored
as speedily ns it may be, so that it msy ba thorough'y
dons ; 1 beli ve as the President does, that Union based
on unive sal liberty is the only certain, the only true Nuion.
| Cheers.] We have mads com promise after comproimnise,
aud dsubed with untempered mortar, and patehed up oon-
trivanees for recovciliug slavery with liberty ; but when
this eountry shall be a free country, and when no man
shall call another man bis slave, thea the Union will be
recoguised as a geographbical and jolivical neceesity—a
blessing, and not & burden to the nation; and you could
no mora get up & party to disso ve the Union than to die
¢olve und seatier tha eolar system. ‘To-day such are the
groynds on which I desire peace [-prescribe no terms,
but I say that of all the ways to peace the way propuosed by
the Baltimore platform and sanetivned by the President 13
the true way to peace "'

It is but a few days ago that we were informed
by Mr. Raymond, of the New York Times, who
assumes to be an official expositor of the Presi-
dent’s views, that Mr. Lincola was mnot at sl
pledged by any thing contsined in the ‘ Niagara
Manifesto,” or by any thing he had ever ordered
or declared in his proclamations of frcedom, to
insist on universal liberty as a condition of peace.
And it had been supposed that Mr. Greeley, for
the sake of peace, would make concessions to
slavery. To this effect Mr. Forney wrate as fol-
lows on the 25th of August to the Philadclphia
Press :

“ Hon. Henry J. Raymond, the chairmsn of the National
Union Committes, reacbod Washington this morning, and
has been in consultation all day with the President, the dif
ferent members of bis Cabinet, and Lhe other friends of
the Administration of the Federal Government. Governor
Raymoud is a statesmsno of enmprehension and
thorough experience. He bas not enly been educnted in
the legislative scbool, but is a graduate of that most trying
of all trisle, the editorisl ehair, and therefore brnge to
the task of eonducliog » Presidential eampaign io the vor.
tex of an unparsileled eivil war the best and most useful
qualities. In these days, when independent journalists
must take vast responsibilitics; when they must be cow-
ards in Lheir own esteem if they fear to spesk on great is
sues, and, duing so, must bo assaild by svspicious and ig
norant partisans—such & man ss Heory J. Raymond is &
treasure which the friends of Union snd honorsble pesce
eannot too highly prize, Aod in this allusion I refer to the
DAFTOW [ trueti placed in some eares upon the
article uoder the title of * I'he Rosd to Lastiog Peace,’
which appeared in the Washington Morning Chroniels of
the 16th of August aud tbe Phladelphia Press of the 17th
What every body thinks sbout, it
would be folly to refuse to spesk sbout. North and Scuth
the humblest and the higheat are disoussing Lhe problem of
tho essicst rond to pence. All desire it, sod when I wrote
the article which in the Chronicle nod the Preas,
above referred to, 1 did no more than to print something
of what the loyal mind was thinking at that very moment.
It in no ensy to misunderstand a public man who desires to
suve his country that I was not surprised to see that srti
o's misunderstood on the one hand and misinterpreted on
the other. Gov. Raymond will be found, I think, on »
higher plane and & bolder platform than that which 1 as-
sumed. Indeed, bis articles in the New York Times have
been more {horoughly in faver of pesce, on the ground of
oational unity, than soy thiog I have written. Aud why 1
Becnuse be has loocked over the whole field, and hye per-
ceived that we, the stronger parly,and the eovquering
party, and the party that is sure to winin the sud, can
sflord to offer generous and magosnimous terma to the
:::ph of the Bouth, who, however erring, are still our
thron—bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh. Mr,
Groeley himself, the great antislavery leader, who com
manded and d d the ipalt rovlamation, is
now, I believe, willing to take any pmaf comgistent wnith
the national dignily to secure a re onciliation betiwoen the
two comtonding sections.  Nay. il 40 not a violend presump.
tion that Mr. Greeley wonld mot s willing to ignore that
proclamation in order Lo secure su*h a reconciliation. We
ars not fighting & forsign foe. ‘I'he blood poured out in
this war for i mingles with the hlood that is poured
out, not for slavery, but for so idensl Southern independ-
enos, acd if we osn change this latber sentiment into the
belief that Southern independence onn be better main-
tained in the old Union, why should mot all the issues, ex-
eept that nl’ of national unity, be entrusted to a National
Convention ! Bouthern lndependencs has alrendy bravely
nesorted itself in the field of buttle. Bo, indeed, hun North-
orn independence. Each has shown its abiliry to defend
itself, and yet the Bouth has beon unable to tear 1tee!§ awny
from the old Union. We may be indepsndent pf evary
thing exeept God and our couniry— ent in our
eounties snd in our States, but not indepandent of tha Con-
stitution nor of that great indissoluble bond that holde us
forever together. QocastonaL.”

All this was written before the Chicags Conven-
tion assembled. Xvery body, we are told, was
thon “ disoussing the problem of the casiest road to
peace.” The “ loyal mind” was full of it. “Gov.
Raymond” was on o “high plane” - thoroughly
in favor of peacoon the ground of national unity.”
It was notthought to be s violent presumption, such
was his weariness of war, that Mr. Groeley, “the
groat anti-slavery leader who commanded and de-
manded the emancipation proclamation,” would be
willing to ignora that proolamation in order to secure
such a roconoiliation ;"' that is, a Union with *the
curne of slavery preserved.” It was morsover sug-
gested that all “‘issnes”” except that only of nation-
al unity showld be “ entrusted to a National Con-
vention.” Such waa the state of the “ loyal mind”
on the 26th of August, 1864,

Four days afterwards the Demooratio (onven-
tion met at Chioago. Five days aflerwards it
passed the following resdlutions :

Resolved, That in the fature, as in the past, we will ad-

time one of the editors of the Albany Evening

might be supposed |
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It will bo seen that the first of these resolutions
is a8 express and decided as it is possible for words
to make it in pledge of “unswerving fidelity to
the Union under the Constitution.” This point
being settled, the Conveéntion praceeded to affirm
that, after four years of failure to restore the
Union by the experiment of war, “justice, hu-
wanity, liberty, and the public welfare demand ”'—
what?  An armistioe '—a ‘ reconstruction” with
slavery spared? No such things. Bat that “im-
mediate efforts be made for a cessation of hostili-
tics with a view to an ultimate Convention of the
States, or other peaseable means, to the end that”’—
what? The Union be surrenderad ? Not so, but to
the end that, “at the earliost practicable moment,
peace may bo restored on the basis of the Federal
Union of the States.”

On the 25th of August the Republican Secre-

tary of the Senate, writing from this city to his
Jjournal in Philadelphia, declared that every body
“North and South, the humblest and the highest,
was discussing the problem of the casivst road to
peace.””  We were informed that the people of the
North, “as the strenger party, could affurd to offer
generous and magoanimous terms to the people of
the South, who, however erring, are still our
brethren.” The national unity being premised,
all other issues might ho « entrusted to a Naiional
Convention.” These, be it remembered, were the
topics of which “the loyal mind was thinking”
on the 25th of August, 186 —the very dasy on
which Mr. Raymond had been in consultation all
day "’ with the President, the different members of
the Cabioet, and the other friends of the Admiais-
tration of the Federal Govecrament,” (in which
latter category it is fuir to presume Mr. Forney
was numbered.) Now let the reader compare
these thoughts of the ¢“loyal mind” in Washington
on the 25th of August, 1864, with the views of
the “disunionists and traitors” assembled at Chi-
cago four days afterwards, and mark the ccrre-
spondence between them. Did the “loyal mind”
in Washington profess fidelity to the Union ? So
did the Chicago Conventicn. Did the “loya]
mind” in Washington declare that ¢ Southcra in-
dependence” bhad already bravely asserted is=1f cn
the field ot battle, and that the South and the
North bad “each shown its abiliy to defend
itsolf I’ The Chicago Couvention was much
less reserved in its speech—merely eaying, what
every body knows to be true, that the experi-
ment of war has thus far failed to restore the
Union. It did not say that the Scuth equally
with the North Lad shown its “ability to defeod
itsel.”” This is the opinion of the “loyal mind”
for which Mr. Forney is authorized to speak. Was
Mr. Greel'y supposed on the 25th of August to be
“willing to take any ground ococsistent with the
national dignity to scoure a reconciliation between
the contending scotions, and to see the slaves
embraced in the cinncipation edict leftin bondage ?
Was the “loyal mind"” in Washington ready to
remit all issues except that of national unity to the
decision of a National Convention? The ¢ loyal
mind "’ represented at Chicago merely asked that
“¢fforts be made with a view to an ultigate Con-
vention of all the States, or other peaceble means,”
to the crd of reatoring peace “on the basis of the
Federal Union of the States.”
Now, from this comparative view of opinions in
Washington, and of opinions in Chicagn, who does
not perceive that there was a substantial identity
between them 7 The only difference between them
is to the disadvantage of the “loyal mind” of
Washington, if & rquinting towards peace on the
‘ easicst”’ terms be held to prove the presenoce of
trenson. And now that Gen. MoClellan has visi-
bly placed himscif on & platform whioh, in being
true to his own character, rises toa ¢ higher plane”
than that of partisans belonging either to the Re-
publican organization or to the “ Peace Demoora-
oy,"” who wondera that the adheronts of both should
agree in opporing his election? But who does not
sec, at the same time, in the double-headed oppo-
sition he i3 thus called to encounter, the evidence
of a loyal patiiotism which, because it rises above
the level of any mere party, is worthy of the con-
fidence and support of all who are devoted with a
single eye to the resloration and maintenancs of
the Union under the Conatitution ?

Those who contrast the avowed state of tho Repub-
lican micd on the 25th of Angust last, as reflooted
by ita ropresentatives and leaders, with the pro-
fessed mood of the same mind at the present day,
will be able to draw for themseclves the useful in-
forence that the Hepublican party hias two very
distinct sota of ideas, nooording to the aspeots of
the military situation. In a period of military de-
pression its thoughts are turned om peace. In a
period of military success its voice is still for war.
Its courage rises or falls inversely as there is ocou-
sion for it. In atime of depression it is full of sub-
mission. . In atimeof rejoieing it is full of defiance,
A fow wecks ago it was willing to talk of peace
with ‘“bated breath,” and, in the persons of those
who most assumed to speak for the President, it
was even willing to explain away the Niagara
Manifesto. To-day, unduly elated by the vieiories
of Farragut and Sherman, it induiges in visions
of aspeedy overthrow of the rebellion as unfounded
a8 ita former dejeotion. Iatelligent observers on
the other side of our military lines take note of this
inconstanoy, springing from & want of steadfast
sdhesion to any well-defined and clearly perceived
system of constitutional ideas. ‘T claim not to
have controlled cvents, but confess plainly that
events have controlled me,” wrote the President to
Col. Hodges, of Kentueky, in the month of April
Inst. And, aa in the past, so in the future, we
may expeet to see the President oontrollod by
events rather than oontrolling them. Tt is in
sach changeful moods, inspired by the good or
ill fortune of war, that tho enomy seen grounds
of hope for the eventusl recognition of South-
orn independence. And hence we oan readily per-

ooive why, for this and for many other rea-
sons, the Richmond Enquirer, the organ of Gen,
Jefferson Davis, should expross s wish, as it doos,
for the success of Mr. Lincoln in the impendiog
election ruther than of Gen. McOlellan. Tt may well
fear that the steadfast mind of the latter will know
no chaoge in its fixed loyalty to the Union and the
Constitution. But the fluctuations of Republican
thought justify the expectation and the hope in
Richmond that the day will come when, on some
sudden and unexpeoted ebb of our military for-
tunes, the present Administration, sllowiog it-
self to be controlled by eveats, will agree to peace
on terms of disunion. That we do not speak
aceording to mere human probabilities, but that
such is the animating prospect held out to the
enemy by the infirmity of purpose which he be-
lieves to exist in the present Administration, m1y
be clearly read in the following suggestive obser-
vations of the Richmond KEnquirer in its number
of the 8th instant : ;

* The * national unity’ of an empire or kingdom may be
gruerved by conquest, but furce beloogs not 1o eoust tu-

onal governments. (C‘ompromise is the only prineiple by
which popular governments ean perpetuate their existencs,
When the nppeal to srme was mide the peacesble remedy
of compromise was impossible ; and now four y=nrs of war
has so widened and deepened the gulf that separates the
two seclions that they can never be again united in peaca.
Intoxicated by sudden and partial success, Mr. Lineoln
‘may imagine that vur conquest is within his power and
means. No word of ours ean be more convincing than
four yeurs of war, but in the interest of humanity will the
suber thought ever dispel the delusion that by conquest,
by arms, by. war, & * lusting pesce’ can be made be ween
the parties in this diegreceful conflict? We regard this
‘ explanation’ by the editor of the Washington organ, re-
Jerring as it does to the example of Mr Raymond for its jus-
tificatson before the party, as a step toward a * lasting peace.'
It abandons the uvﬁrn entirely, and poiits to Mr, Gieeley
a4 ready to forego philanthropy and * freadom * for ¢ untional
unity * ‘When partisan phrenzy and fanaticism thus reduce
their extravrdinary demands, the more ressouabls and
sonsibls mase of the peopls, who are bearing all the bur-
dene, enduring all the sufferings, avd making all the sacri
fiees, will not long coutinue the war for the shadow of
“outionnl unity,' That people, ns well a8 our own, will
soon see the folly of attempting to live together after such
& war. They will soon-learn that i an offendive aud defen-
sive allianes of the two nationalit es aguinst the world, with
separate goveruments fuor domestie uffairs, liea their true
and real intereste, as well as tie ‘road to lasting pesce.'”

And, asif their own sagacity might not be enough
to induce the insurgents to place reliance on the
fickleness of Northera opinion under the alterca-
tions of military fortune, the New York Times,
one of the leading organs of the Administration,
fully endorses this view of the Richmond sheet.
Only a day or two sgo it said:

** I'bers is not ons thing under the sun that this North-
arn peopls needs 80 mueh as courage, We do uot refer to
our armies; they have plenty of it. Wa mesn the mil
lions who are hers at home, lonking out uppn the war, and

any, precisely, they lnck coursge Why? Beeause they
don’t go to the front 7 Not atall They are not all wanted
there. Their true place, speaking in general, is at home,
just whers they sre They lack courage, beeauss they
lnck that which is its first element, firmne:s of spirit.
Who dares deny thie? Is not every man s witneas that
one mmth ago the mejority of our people wera chilied, be-
ovmbed, almoat paralyzed with a fear that the war oever
wonld end?  Does not every man see that the msjority are
now half intoxieated with the faney that it will eud w thin
three months probably, and six moatts sure? That is oot
firmoess of spirit. 1t is just the opposits, We have no
disposition to undervalue our recent successes. Tuey sre
truly valusble; but not a whit more so than others which
have oceurred, sud which yet did not end the war.”

In thus speaking of the ¢ Northern people’” the
Times ‘should be understood, of course, to speak
only of that portion of the Northern people for
whom it is entitled to speak—tha portion with
whom it is most familiar, as being embraced in the
ranks of its own party. Tt might not be safe for
the Richmond Ernquirer to count too confidently
on the ascendancy of a pariy which has so dis-
heartened the people that, in the judgment of the
Times, thoy now lack the first element of courage
—firmness of spirit.

POLIITTCAL MOBAIUS.
The following is ons of the planks of the Baltimore
Couveution wh'eh nominated Mr. Lineoln :
“ Regoleod, Tost wa d-em it essentisl to the general
welfare (hat barmony shall prevail in the vationsl ecuneils,
and we regard as worthy o public eoufidenen and «ficial
trust those only w'o cordially endorse the priaciples pro-
claimed 1n these resolutions, and which shontd charactorize
the adminisiration of the Government ™'
In hi lotter mnoceptiog the nominshon Mr. Lineoln
wrota :

Exveunive MassioN,
Washington, Jun; 27, 1864,
Hon. WiLniam DeswxisoN, sud otbers, 8 Committee of
the inte Upion Convention, |

GeENTLEMEN ;. Your lettor of the fourteen!'h instant,
formully uoti'yiog ma that [ have boon nomiuated by the
Cooveution yon represeut for the Presidency of the United
Btates, for four years from the fourth of Mareh next, has
been recelved.  The nomvnation is gratefully sccepted, as
the resolutions of the Convention, called the platform, are
heartily approved.

On the first day of July, only three dayas after the Presi-
dent wrote as nbove, the Washington Chronicle reminded
him that the aforesaid Republican platform whieh ha had
“ heartily approved” contained s protest against the re-
tention of certain membors of the pressnt Cabioet. It
said :

“ That there should be a reorganization of the Cabinet
tha National Convention has virtually declared, and the
almast wnanimous sentiment of the country avouches ;
aod if ruch reorgacization taken placs the radical anti-
slavery sentiment of the country is entitled to emphatic
recognition”

The Cabinet not having yet been reorganized nocordiog
to the * virtual declaration” of the Baltimors Repulliesn
Convestion, any more than in aceordanes with “ the al
most unavimons sentiment of the countey™ enlling for ““n
more emphutio recogmition’” of *the radical.anti-slavery
seatiment,” the Chrovicle of yesterdsy gives promioenes
to n let'er of “ Oeeasional” in which, with a profuss ex-
penditura of capital letters, he makes the followiog satiri-
enl allusion to this violated pledge of the President

“ When Lhe resolutions of the Baltimore Convention wers
presented to Abrabsm Lincoln, be said, in a single sen-
tenos: CTHE NuMINATION 18 GRATEPULLY ACCEPTED,
AS TYE RESOLUTIONE OF THE CONVERTION, CALLED
THE PLATFORM, ARE WEARTILY APPROVED " No gqnali-
fiestion here; no false and dishonest front, but an earnest
and emphatie endorsement of the work of the men who
had put him before the peopta for re.election.”

HEALTH OF GOV. ANDREW.

Wa regret to learn feom an intimation eontained in his
spesch delivered at Fanewil Hall, in Boston, on Tuesday
evening laat, that Qov. Andrew ix in delieate heslth—aui-
fering from what be calls * ennnon tever in the heart”
This distressing malady has heen vory fatal. as our readers
know, in Virginia, especially in the neighborbood of Peters-
burg, but we have pot heard of any desths from it in
Musanchusetts,

MAINE ELECTION.

As wan expeoted, the Republioans oarried the election in
the State of Maine on Monday Inat, Their msjoity at the
Inst Presldentinl election over all other oandidates waa
24 500, and their mujority at the Gubernatorial election of
Iaxt yonr waa 17,500, 1t 1s too early to have completa re-
turns of the votes taken last Monday. Bome reports
stato that the Republicsn majority is inoreaned, and others
that it will be about the same s last year. The New York
Tribuce says:

“'Tho result ia botter than we had sxpested. The Union
party oarries the State, of course, aud by just about the
m=jority of lsat year, re-elvcting Gov Couy by some 17 000
onjority, and putting Joho Lypeh (Un '""l n the orhos ol
Lorengo D. M. Bweat ( Dem. ) in the next House of Repre-
mentatives by about | 000 wajority. Mr Bweat oarried
tte Distriot in 1862 by 127 majority, but that was a blunder
not to be repeated, The whols delegation in the pext
Congress will bs Unionist, inciuding & Benator in plasce ol

r. Femsanden. 1ho Kopresentatives will stand as fol-
lows: Johin Lynoh, Bidney Perham, James (. Blaine, John

H. Rioe, k A. Pike, The Legislature ie of course
Unlonist * all hollow.' "

GEN. McCLELLAN'S LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE.

We have the sutisfaction of placing before our
readers to-day the admirable and patriotic letter in
which Gen. MoCrLELLAN has signified his acceptance
of the nomination eonferred upon him by the Demo-
eratic Convention which recently assembled at hi-
eago. It there be any one who ean read this let-
ter without admiration for the pure and elevated
patriotism which it breathes, or without respect for
the writer, it must be one in whow the spirit of
party has quenched all generous sensibility to pri-
vate worth or publio virtue outside of his own po-
litical ecirele. Certain it is that no lover of the
Union and no friend of the Constitution can fiad
anght sgainst which to object in this clear, calm,
and frank exposition, and it is only as the minds of
men may be warped by their addiction to some
policy or purpose lying outside of the Union and
Constitution that they ean find ground for even
the protext of exception to this compend of politi-
oal dootrine In our view it covers the whole duty
of true patriots at this crisis, and, coming as it does
from a man who, both in public and in private life,
as well by the dignity of the one as: by the purity
of the other, has given full guarantee for the hon-
esty and steadfastness with which he holds his
opinions, this manly confession of political faith
will go to the hearts of the people as it obvioualy
comes from the heart of the writer.

Weare not of those who, in this hour of the nation’s
need, would seek to repose an undue reliance in the
hand of man. But as men placed in high command
over the interests and welfare o1 the people are the
instruments, under Providence, of those counsels,
purposes, and policies on which the weal or woe of
the pation mainly depends, we do feel that, in this
juncture, the American people, more than at any
former period of their history, are called to weigh
candidly and deliberately the character of the man
in whose hands they shall confide the tremendous
issues of the next four years, so far as those issues
can be determined by the action of the Chief Ma-
gistrate of the country.

Tae critical times in which we live call for a
man in the Presidential chair who shall look with
a single eye to the restoration and preservation of
the Union under the Constitution, without having
his attention diverted by extraneous objects which
command a paramount adhesion to the detriment
of the Union and the violation of the Constitution.
The revolutionary times in which we live call for

ples of the Government, and who, when the foun-
dations of the Republic are rocking to their very
base, will not suffer himself to be misled by the
false lights of a radical fanaticism. The change-
ful times in which we live call for a man who is
just and tenacious of his purposes, one not to be
moved frem his deliberate resolve or from his con-
soientious convictions by any outside pressure
of faction., The solema times in which we live
call fur a man who, understanding his epoch, shall
address himself to the momentous tasks he is called
to perform with a gravity and sobriety which shall
be at the farthest remove from trifling and levity.
The difficult times in which we live call for 4 man
of vigorous intelleot, expanded by ripe culture, and
at the same time gharpened by contact with men,
and raised to the height of great emérgencies by
the discipline of active lifoe. Such, all will agree,
are the demands of our age and land. Two
men are set before the people as the candidates
nemed by their respective adberents to meet these
requirements. On the one haod is Abraham Lin-
cola; on the other is George B. McClellan. KEach
has made up for himself the issues and the record
on waich he challenges the popular ordeal. It is
for the people to choose between them, and in
choosing to decide whether the Union is the para-
mount ohj:ot of the nation’s aspiration in the pre-
sent struggle, or whether the destinies of the
Union are to be complicated with pledges and
commitments which we verily believe mus: be as
fatal to its practical restoration as in theory they
are alien to the apirit and letter of the Constitution.

FROM THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY.
—

The correspondent of the Baltimore Ameriesn with Gen.
Sheridan’s arwy eays that although the military situstion
in that quarter is uncbanged, he is of the opinion that
there will shortly be a resumption of active operations

Geo. Averill now has po of Martinsburg.

The following official despateh from Gen. Sheridan, re-
ceived at the War Department yesterdsy moruing, informs
us of & suecessful encounter on Tuesday between a por-
tion of his command and Kershaw's division of the enemy :

Near BERrYVILLE, SgprEMuen 13—7 P, M.

This moruing I seot Gen. Geity’s division, of the Sixth
Corpe, with two brigades of oavalry, o the erossing of the
Bummit Poiot aod Winchester road, over the Opequan
croek.

Rhodes's, Ramsear's, Gordon's, snd Wharton's divisions
waore found on the west bank. At the same time Gens.
Wilson nod Mackintosh's brigade of esvalry dashed up the
Winchester pika, drove the rebel eavalry #t & run, came in
oontact with Kershaw's division, charg-d it, sod esptured
the Eigh'h South Carolina regiment, sixteen offioers nod
one hundred avd forty-five men, wnd its battle-flag, and
Col. Hennegan, commanding brigade, with a loss of only
two men killed and two wounded. Great eredit is duo to
Gens Wilson sod Mackintoab, Third New Jersey and
Seocond Ohio, The charge was a gallaot one.

A portion of the Becond Massachusstis Reserve brignde
mado a charge an the right of line, and asptured an officer
and eleven men of Gordon's division of infantry.

Qur loss in the reconnoissnnce is very light.

P. H. Sueripax, Maj. Gen,

THE CALIFORNIA WINE CROP OF 1564,

Although this is & year of usexampled drou.gbt in Cali-
fornia, that is ut lenst without n parallel dorivg the laet
twonty years, aithough the wheat orop has faled ocom-
pletaly in three-fourths of the State; and although the eat-
tla have died by the tens of thoueande—with all this the
wine crop is not.only as good as the average, but promises
to be considerably bovter. From all the grape growing
econnties lavorable reports nre reosived.

The v veyards are less dependent upon the rain than the
whoafislde. Most of our vines are now six or sight yoears

uld, and their roots go down three or four feet—{ar enough
to find n considerable stook of moisture. At Los Angeles
and Annbeim there are large ditebes which bring water
from the Los Angeles and Santa Aoas rivers ; in Bauta Cla-
ra county the arteaian wella furnish s supply, and ia So-
noms the rain has been sufficient for the grapes.  In other
oounties the vineyards are not &0 numerous, and most of
them are within reach of irrigation. If there is moisture
onough during & wet year to ensble vines to flourish dur-
ing the firat and second years, they will be pretiy sure to
live afterwards through the driest sesnon.

While the vineyarde promise the largest erop ever yel
gathered in the State—that js, thiy largest sbaolutely ns
well as very In:e comparatively—the prospect for the
wine-grower on the soore of ptices i aleo vary cneourag-
g, 1t ia nlmost oertain that the Californian wine erop of
this year will ba more than & million gaileos, snd probubly
w1t llion snd & balf, The numerons 'l'ili?"“ whioh ""‘::;

prosshiog the tune for bearing » full orop promise n
.r:ﬂd il\l!':tl!i in yield of wine, and it we make 1,600 000
gnllons in 1864, we may make 2,600,000 gallons in 1865,
or even more il the market offars sufficient encourage-
ment,—Alta Califernia of Aug. 9.

THE ADMINISTRATION GIVISG EVIDENCE IN
FAVOR OF GEN. McCLELLAN.

In view of the sttempts of the Republiesn party to ¢'r-
oulate l-lllld!l‘? agaiost Gen. MeCLELLAN, we give the
folluuin;_ tumnun; respecting his abilities and services
from various members of the Administeation.— World,

—_—

Wasmisoron, JuLy 2 2,

H?ur Ganersl GEORGE B, MeCLELLAN : b
am satisfied that yourself, officers, and men have dona

the best you could.  All seeounts ray better fighting was

never dose, Ten thousand thauks for it

A. LixcoLns,

~ Two days aflerwards, when Mr “LixcoLs bad fuller
taformation, Gen. MeClellan received the fullnwing :
’ Wasninaron, JULY b, 1862,
Major Genersl Geonge B MeCLe LLAN,

Commanding Army of the Potomao:

A thourand thaoks for 1he relief your two despatohes of
12ard 1 P. M yesterday gave me. Be assursd the hero-
irm of youreelf, officers, aud men is and forever will be
spprociated. A. LINCOLN,

In August, 1862, Mr. LiNcOLN made & specch at the
White House, in which be said :

*“ There hua been & very wide-sprend attempt to have &
quarrel bstween Gen MeClellan and ths Becretary of
Wir. . .. Gen MeClellan’s attituds is soch tbat in the
very selfishness of his nature he cannct but wish to be
succossiul, snd 1 hope be will. . . . I know Gen. Metlel-
lsn wiahes to ba sucoassiul, . Gen McClolian is not
to blame for asking what he wanted and mneeded. . . . I
believe be is o brave and able man and I stand here, a8
Justice requires me to do, to take upon wyself what has
Itllpen ‘ohnrgad on the Becretary of War ns withho!ding from
im."
Here is Gen. HALLECK'S testimony :
WasHisaTON, AucusT 31, 1862,

Major General GEORGE B. MoULELLAN:
I beg you to asaist me in this erisia with your sbility
and experience, I am entirely tired out,
H. W. HALLECCK, General in Chief.
; WasninaToN, BEPTEMBER 30, 1862.
Mujor Genoral MeCLELLAN, Commandiog, &e.

GENERAL: Your report of yesterdsy, giving the re-
sults of the battles of south Mountsin sod Antietam, has
been recrived and submuted to the President, They

were not only hard-fought battles, but well-enrned and de-
cided victories

Tbe valor and endurance of your army in the several
couflicta which termunatad in the expulsiin of 1he ensmy
from the loyal State of Maryland are ereditabls alike tothe
troops sud to the officers who commanded them.

A grateful country, while mourning the lamented dead,
will nut be unmindiul of the howors due to the living.

H. W. HALLECK, Geoeral-in-Chief.

Says Mr. LINCOLN, referring fo Antictam :
WaR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, Septem or 15, 1562,
Your despateh of to-dsy received. God bless you sod all
with you! Destroy the rebel army if possible
A. LiNcoLN.
To Major General George B. MaClallan.

But the Republican Congress also gives its testimony.
Oa the 16th day of July Mr. EDWarps (Rep.) of New
Hampshire «{F.rei the following resolution in the House of
Representatives, nud it was unanimously adopted :

Reshlved, That the thanks of this House ba presented
to M:jor General George B MeClellan, sod the officers
and soldiers of his eommand, for the series of brillisnt sod

nover for an instant comiag within osnnon rangs of it. We | & man who has faith in the fundamentel prineci- | decisive victories whieh by their skill sud bravery they.

have achieved uver rebels and traitors in arms on the bat-
tle-fields of Western Virginia.

On the 9th of May, 1862, after the victories of York-
town, Williamsburg, and West Point, OWEN Loveloy,
the most ultra radieal in the House of Representatives,
off -red the following resolutions, which were unanimously
adopted :

Resolved, That it is with feelings of davout gratitude to
Almignty God that the Houwse of Representsatives, f om
tiwe 10 tim», hears of the triumphs of the Union &rmy in
the xreat struggle for the supremacy of the Consiitution
and the integrity of the Union. ;

Resolved, I'hat we receive with profound satisfaction in-
telligence of the recent vietories achieved by the srmies of
the Potomne, sescented from their localities with those of
the Kevolution ; and that the siveere thanks of this House
ure hereby tenderad to M-jor General George B MeClel-
Ian fo- the display of those bigh militsry qusliies which
geours important results with but little sactifice of hu-
man life.

FROM THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC.

Information received in Washington, from before Pe-
tersburg, undear dite of the Sth instavt, atates that be-
yond frequent skirmishing and oeccasionsl cannonadiog ne
movements or ohanges of position have taken place. Much
impatience and some anxiety wers manifested for the rx-
pected attack of the enomy, but they had wade vo dems n-
stration, snd the resson for their delay conld not'be divine
ed. Our troops still eontivued to entreich their position,
which, it is sai ', will become one of great strength. Gen.
Grant is receitiog large numbers of recruits to replenish
his depletad regiments. It is to be hoped he will «btan
enough to offect Gen. Lee's re nforesments from the Val-
ley. Gen. Longstreet 18 defending the Danville railrosd.
On the evening of the 7th a guard of picketsin front of
the Fifth Corps was attacked by a superior force. The
officer of the pickets was killed nod fifteen or twenty men
eaptured. There wasalso a little fight on Thurrday morniog
at the Pavis House. A small party of rebels attneked our
force ab the house, which numberad some twenty or thirty
men. Thres or four rebels were killed; bat they eaptur-
ed all of pur men save eight Afterwards our forees at-
acked the rebels aud retook the house, which we now
bhold.

Mr. . Creighton, the army correspondsnt of the New
York World, attaches eome importanee to the * little affsic™
of Friday night opposite s position of our left centrs. Ha
anye:

“Our line at this point was rather more |

it was deemed necessary that it shoald be, audm::{:t::
mined to struighten 1t up. To ascowplish this & portioa of
the enemy's pioket posts must be secured nod cecupind.

“When I state tnat the goveted position lay direotly st
the toot of a low hill, on the crest of whieh is & »trong fort,
tie great bazard of sttacking it wili be readily apprecisted.
Beaides, it was really a post of value to the eupmy ; inss-
wueh ae from it be uuu!(r commavd s very fair survey of &
goodly stretoh of pur work« toward either ik

“ Our worke opposite this position were held by Geunaral
Mott's division of the Seeond Corps; therefors the re-
spousibility of plancing the sitack fell on Gen. Haneock.
‘Taking into consideration the alwost impossibility of gsin-
ing hin object in daylight, st least without bringing on s
sanguinary ongagement, Gen, Hancock determined on
veoturing 8 night sttsck, boping to surprine the pick-ts
and secure their shelter withou: serious disaster. Torea
regiments, the Ninety ninta Peoosyivania, under Colonel
Biles, the Twentioth Indisua, Col, Meikels, aod the Second
U. 8. Sbarpshooters, all under Gen. De Trobriand, wers
detailed for the purpore, sud ordered Yo bold thewesives in
readiness.

“The plan of attack was as follows: The Twentiath
Indians, woviog by the right flank, was to attack a point
indiested to the left of the hill, filing by the right when
they bad arrived at the rear of the esemy's pit.  They
wers to move toward aod meet the Nivety-nioto Pennsyl-
vanm, who, by tactice direotly the inverse of those follow.
ed by their participsnts, wers to stback from the right.
Oo joining, they were simply to face to the front, whioh
would bring them ioto live, with the snemy belween them
snd our position. Haviog the thus surronnded, if
wae not deemed probable that much resistance would be
made.

At one o'clock in the night of the 9ih, necording to
orders, the troops started noiselessly Irom their respective
positions, and, with h’wﬁ fized, moved quickly o ward
the rebel position. As they got nearer to it they moved
more quickly, sod if possible more silsatly, and at the rear
of the lns the Jusetion was formed without any siarm.
Fronting they moved on the pits agsin, sod this time na
they lewped on their sleepicy sdversaries one shot l'"'
fired by sume rebel who awaked juct & litle too lnte.
Moversl others were heard towsrd the rght. Men wie
enemy, who had oaught the slarm, fired some artillery,
Oar guouvers replied, while the wvictorious infautry pro-
esoded immedialely to turn the enemy's abelteriog works
1o their own advantage. By degrosa the artillery sinok.
ened, and fioally censed firing. The surpriss was com-
PI‘.’.”BQ“Q“ they had lost the position it did"ot necessarily
follow that it could'nt be retaken agnin, ot the rebels.
And on this they seted. About three o' A furoe was
hesrd approaching, whereupon a vigorous fire of musketry
and -rﬂﬂ:‘r! waa "P'ﬁ‘ on thew, and :‘:; . fo: 1w oo~
tual charges agaival our m"‘l- conoluded to
lunya the secount as it was, for the time bewg, snd retired.
They aesorted their detormioation 1o repossess themsnlves
of thie pointl at sume future period, and an attack in mo-
menarily expeoted. By the time this resches you, how-
over, & siroug line of works will have been constructed by
our engineets directly under the noses of the sncmy. This
front, which has for some time back been very quiot, is now
about the ouly piace on our line where aay vindictiveness
in displayed. i

* Qur entire loss during the whole affair waa vary slight ;
mur't.qol.ilhl twelvo wounded, and about thirty pris
soners,
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