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Y. M, C, A, WANTS IT
Offers a Fair Price for the

School Building.
ODD FELLOWS MAY BID
iSonr.i .T TniKtwH will Have no Difficulty

to l)lxpo«e !.f the Property on Twenly-
Kiuiiiu street. Meeting

l.nst Might.

The Twenty-eighth street school
foulldlhg may iDeeeme the headquarters
Ol the T. M. C. A. or it may gave place
.to an Odd Fellows- Holl
When Wie present session ciLotses the

building will be abandoned for svhool
SHiTposes, as the central soliool building
will then be jeady fr r oecupatney, and
it witll be offered ftsr sale. The two lots
on which the building stands belong
to the Old Dominion Lund Company.
The eltiy was allowied to eree-t a school
¦building on the site, 'but the company
retained the title to the land. KeueVtly
¦negotiations were commenced by the
board vf school trustees fur the pur-
ohiase of t>he '.tots and the deal will 3«
closed in a few days, When the deed of
sale is spread on the conveyance book
at the clerk's office. When this is done
¦the 'beard' will dispose of the property
to Che best advantage.
Last night a special meeting of tne

board of school uustees -was held for
the purpose o<f 'receiving a comimiittee
from the T. M. C. A. Those wtho com¬
posed the committee from the Y. M.
C A. were Judge T. J. Barhaim, IM'ess.rs.
L. B 'ManvilXe, W. E. Cottrelt and J.
A- Wlllett-
These gentlemen Stated that they un¬

derstood! the board intended to dispose
oft the property, und t'hey wished t«
purchase it for the association. Nio of¬
fer -was made, hut the committeemen
stated tHey were willing to paty a fair
prtCe for the property, and asked that
a price ibe fixed, and the associa¬
tion >e gtveo the first opportunity to
accept or reject the terms.
The committee was assured that the

members of the board were deeply in¬
terested "In the Y. AT. C. A. and its
.Work, but in disposing of publik: prop¬
erly they would1 have to be governed
by_The policy that brought the most
revenue. In the near future the erec¬
tion of school buildings mould be com¬
menced, and the hoard needed all the
irooney it could get. Mo promises! were
mude. as the deaJ between the board
and the Old Dominion Land Company
had not been closed, and the member*
caudd not 'bind themselves. The omi-
mittee then left.
The board 'remained in session u short

¦While longer to consider the mutter-
further,
A letter from Mr. L. P. Manville, pu-

perintendent »f the Olid Dominion Laml
Company, was read, in which it was
stated' that the company would release
its claims on the tots on 'Which the
Twenty-eighth street school building
stands as soon as the boamT purchased
Urft» 26, ZI. 28 2», 43. 44 45. 46 and' 47
in block No. 14% ond lots Nos- 16. 16, 17,
IS. SC. 66, 57 and 58 in block No. &1.
These are the sites the boaird selected
for the East End' and Rodtetts seViols
respectively, and for which it wos
agreed that the siim of J3.80O should b
paifJ. -The Past End eite is situated on

Twenty-eighth street between Marshall
and Wiekbom avenues, ond the colored
sohuol Is to be located' on Twenty-
se.ond street, between Jefferson -and
Marshall avenues. The board decided
to close the deal as soon :is the money
.was realized from ;he sale of ihe bauds.
Then th». cihj- will own the Twenty-
eighth street property, situated be¬
tween Washingti n ond' Tjafayette ave¬
nues, in fe- simple, and can dispose of
it as it sees proper.

It -was stated that the local lodge ot
Odd Fellows had deterjoined' to bid on

the property when it was offered for
sale, ae the order contemplated the
ejection of a hall. Being in the centre
of the business section off the city sev¬
eral mem(i>ers thought the property
would' 'be desirable for business pur¬
poses, and so it was final?y decid d to
call for sealed bid's and sell the build¬
ing to the bghest bid-ler.
The board then adjourned.

YACHT LAUNCHED.

The CounteiM Glide* Into the James at the
Shipyard.

The trim-little steam yacht Countess.
r*«entky purchased by Mr. W. It. Koch,
which has been undergoing extensive
repairs at the shipyaird. woa success¬
fully launched at 4:30 o'clock yesterday
afternioon. *

The launch was superintended by Mr.
M. V. B. Dougherty, general foreman
of the hull department, and the little
craft made a successful plunge into th*
James. Only the officials of the yard
witniesssed' the launch.
After, the plunge the Countess was

Picked 'up by a tug and towed to the
berth occupied by the Plant Line scunn¬
er La Grandte Duchos-.-e, where the
final repairs wilt be made.
The Countess is a small steam yacht

and: formerly plied on L-ak.- Michigan.
She is siix'ty-five feet 1< ng anil t.-n feet
six inches wide. She is fitted up with
cabins forward and aft. and' will curry
100 passengers. Since she has 1>e..-n at
the yard the Countess has been over¬
hauled and repainted.
When completed' the ytioht will ply

between this port and Norfolk. .ngag-
lag in the passenger and light traffic
Service.

The Rig l>ry Deck.

A dispatch from Washington to the
Baltimore Sun says:
"President Orcut.t. of the Newport'News Company, today informed Sec¬

retary Long th it the work has .!>.. gun
on the construction of the largest dry
dock in the world, -with full equipment
for repairing the heaviest type of war
»hilp 'built by any government. Thin
dock -will be located north of the pres¬
ent large dock, and will be of wood
with masonry entrances. Completed,
it 'Will cost over $1.000.000. and have a
capacity of two bitt'l'eships at once.
Its length will be 900 feet long.
"President Oreutt expects no bounty

.or assistance from the government,
and so inrVSWned Secretary Long, who
Is gratified that « dock is at least to be
Constructed in which the fincb-t vessels
of the navy can be taken at any tidal
stage anU under any weather condi¬
tions. This dock will he protected by
the guns at Fort Monroe."

. A vrfte of tlhotnks was tendered the
Newport Xte*ws Bakery by the Ladiies
'Fair Comm'lt'tee of the R. P. O. Elks'
ILodge, fcWrouIgh 'Mirs. George Neflms. for
the Sreezer of deflliefloug ice, ci-eaim.
¦wHWIcfo was sent them at their .meeting
(yesterday afternoon' at the reception
room, of Mrs. M. W. Tennant's Photo¬
graph Gallery. It wtts enjoyed ve:y
gnruKfliT and considered very fine. It*

A Happy Woman
la thte housekeeper who buys her coal

and wood ftom tine Warwick Coal am«
Wood Co., Twesfty-elghtih street. Jal4-tf

SUKKbEK NOT t'l'Il.TY.

Tiie Jury Acquits II im of the Charge of
Felonious Shooting*.

Brnest Suender, who has 'been on trial
in 'the Corporation Court for the lust
t wo duos mn'der am Cn-diictmen't ehorglili-g;
him ,wfth shooting another Getrmam
name.] Kari Macheray. is a five mam.

Tin- txitat was- brought to a close yes¬
terday aft-etrnoon, when 'the Julry. after
a few minutes' deliberation, rendered a
verdict of not guilty.
The shooting oocuitined' last Clhiristmas

night. Sue-nder e'ia'i'roed that 'he slu t
Macheray in self-defense, and the jurv
believed him.
The accused wus represented by A't-

torney (*. C. Berkeley, who was op-pointed by the cijurt to condti. t the de-
fense. Sijehder being unable to employcounsel

DEATH OF MKS. HANNA WIIITCRAFT.

She Passe« Away Suilclenly at II. r Home
on WRNhliigtotl Avenue.

Mrs. Honnaih Whiter ift. wife ..f .MrWilliam 'Whitcraft, died at h. r resi¬dence. No. IJ&IO Washington avenue at3:30 o'cloek yesterday afternoon.
For several years Mrs. Whit.-raft w is

a sufferer from Briglu's dlease, but
she was able to attend i,, her house¬
hold duties yesierday morning. Short¬
ly after 11 o'clock she was t'.'.'ken sud¬
denly i'il. The disease billled medical
skill. Stimulants would not revive
her and she lay in a state of coma till
she passed away. 'Mrs. W'hitvrafi was
4V years old.
Th.- funeral will lake place from the

residence at 3 o'clock this afternoon
and the interment will be mad-- in

NT. PATRICK'S l>A t

Sons of Erin Celebrate the Anniversary
of the maIiiI'h lllrtlt.

Yesterday was St. Patrick's Hay. and
in this city t'he sons ..f 'Erin celebrated
the 'hirih of Ireland's patron saint,
bits of green ribbon and sprays of
shamroCk were seen on every breast.

< m St. 'Patrick's Day Irishmen natu-
raiiy think and dream of the Green
Isle beyond the sea and her glories and
sorrows. The day. while essentially a
religious festival, his always had a
national idgni'ficance to the Gael, and
has been the occasion naturally for the
vent of the race feeling of a warm¬
hearted i.pie.
The celebration locally was bereft of

parades and outward display, hut. nev¬
ertheless was appropriately observed
by -fraternal gatherings of Irishmen
and by many domestic reunions.
Services appropriate to the occasion

wer.- held at St. Vincent's Catholic
church yesterday morning. Rev. C. Ii.
Dona-hoe officiating. Last nicht the
Hibernians of Newport News. Hampton
and old Coin; held a banquet at tic-
last named place. A number of th
members from Newport News were in
.ittendance and a most enjoyalbie even¬
ing was spent.
Seven' cities contended for the birth

of Horn.-r: almost as many nations
have claimed the honor .d giving birth
to the illustrious patron saint of Ire¬
land.

C..t..c .ukh liana lac »«s an rnsnman.
others that he wa-3 at Cromwell. Some
say that he was a Welshman, while
others -maintain that he was a Scotch
Highlander: and others again attempt
to prove thit he was born in the Low¬
lands. In Colgan's collection the elal-ni
is mad,- thai tin- saint deduced his or¬

igin from the Holy Land.
T'he weight, however, of historic, au¬

thority, gives Holy Tours in Armoric
Caul (now Frar.ee). as the plate where
St. Patrick first ,-n'w the light. He was
16 years of age when he landed, as a

slave, upon t'he shores of Ireland.
He was born A. D. 373, and died at

the age of 120 years.

It ItIEF ITEMS.

Tiu- steamer Louise and the steamer
Plymouth, will take passengers on
board at the Cli.-sap.-ike .-i- Ohio pas¬
senger pi.r to vi.'.v the t'he launch
from the river -front. Far.-. 2". cents.
m-lS-6t.
Mr W. Ti. Wilson. ¦{ Smii hiieid'. is

the gu.-s.t of his bno-ther, Air. B. P. Wil¬
son.
James Chirk, t'he negro fire-man on

the tug H.-ieii. who was arrested in
this city for tin- Norfolk authorities on
a charge of seduction, has been ex¬
onerated of the charge and dismissed
from custody. -Chief of Police T. L.
Dornin gave Clark letter in which he
aid: '-Investigation has proved he
was entirely innocent, and his charac¬
ter stands perfectly vindicated "

Mr. lt. G. Bickford returned yester¬
day morning from Washington.
"Miss Felicia Walters, o'f «Manchester,

is visiting relatives in the city.
The work of -laying water pipes in

East End has bc.-n Commenlce'd.
¦Miss 'Sadie Gray, of Petersburg, is

visiting the Misses Carroll in East End.
Mrs. Henry Little, of Manchester, is

the guest of her brother, 'Mr. Waiter A.
Moran.
Miss Jennie Damid, of Smith-field, is

the guest of 'Mrs. Frances Connelly, in
East End.
Mr. and 'Mrs. Harry Jaimes have re¬

turned from a visit to their former
home near "Boston.
Mayor W. A. Posit returned yesterday

morning from 'Washington. 'Where he
has been on business.
¦Miss Gertrude Hu.lgins. of "Washing¬

ton, -has returned home after a short
visit to her cousin, Misis Mary Allen.
Mr. G. T. Nelms, who has been con¬

fined to his room by on attack of the
grip and rheumatism, is rapidly im¬
proving.
Nellie Farmer, 'the little fivc-yenr^rttd

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. L. A. Farmer,
is critTeaHy I'M at the home of her par¬
ents in East End.
Miss 'Carrie Darner, of Stafford coun¬

ty, has returned to her home after
spending a few days in the city as the
guest of Mis- Carter in Ras End.
Mr. John !,.'-nibard. of Philadelphia,

is the guest of Mr. James Thornton.
Mr. Lonihir.1 has accepted a position
in the city- and will re-turn here with
his family in the next few weeks.

DresKi'd la old Glory.
Alreade the citv is beginning to take

on a holiday appearance in honor of the
double launching. Yesterday M. Mittle.
d'orfer &¦ Son. d«ct rttors, f Richmond',
dressed the fronts of the Banneir Cloth-
intg Store and M.ickey's saloon ami res¬
taurant and IMugier's cafe in Old Glory.
G-loven & Adams' saloon on Tyenty-
third street was also decorated.
Other plo'ees of businrvs will be deco-
rated today.

lie Wants to Fight.
Mr. -W. C. Barrett, formerly a ser¬

geant in the Huntington Rides, and
n«o-w in the state of -Nelw York, has
written a 'letter to Captain S. -S. Archl-
Ixild. commanding the co-mpiny at that
time, asking that he he notified in the
event of the military being called out
so that he can come to this city and re¬
join his comrades.
Sergeant Barrett is a-well drilled man

and Would be a valuable addition to the
Hunting-ton Rides in case the company
is ordered 'to the front.

TROOPS FOR THE FORT
Guns, Soldiers and Horses

En Route.

COMING VIA THE C & 0.
mill Will Pans Through Thi
irrow or Sunday. Mur« M..r

A special train carnylng troops is en
route to Fortress Mimroe.
The train left Fort Riley, Kart, yes-

teiday, anil will puss through this c.ly
either tomouTOw or Sunday. The train
is made up of three passenger coaches,
three Hat 'Uis und six freight ears, and
curries sixty-live men. five officers,
fifty-five-' horses. f«w guns ur.d cais¬
sons camp equipments and battery
forges. The troops k-ft Fem iRiidey over
lh» P.t'g Four railroad, going to Cin¬
cinnati, where the cars were trans¬
ferred to the Chesapeake & Ohio road.
This detachment of troops was or¬

dered to Fortress Monroe os reinforce¬
ments to replace the batteries that left
th.-re yesterday Pol- the south.
A in n.unit ion and light ma.'h'lnes for

tne fort continue to arrive. I>ast nighttwo carloads of war suppüies passedthrough, the city. One car contained
mortal.s and täte other p.'wdvr for nv.ig-
az.nes.

SIXTY I'HONES CONNECTED.

New Telephone System Now in Opera¬
tion.

The telephone system recently put in
by the Citizens' Telephone TelegraphCompany is now in operation.
The central office was opened on

Twenty-seventh street yesterday with
sixty 'phones and 100 more will be con¬
nected in the n.-xt few daiyi*. A list
of th.- 'phone holders may be round in

This company gives the best service

with the buzzing sounds und other dis¬

service, in the city, free communication
can In had with Hampton, i.',....*>.,,.
fox Hill and Hd 'Point. The rate tu
Norfolk has 5.n reduced from twenty-
five cents to fifteen cents.
Mr. N. C. -Watts, of Staunton. fa.,

general manager of the civnrpa'iiy, v.'-s
in the city yesterday looking after the
system.

Another It.iiielicial Order.

A. L. Simon, of 'Baltimore, deputy
supreme president of the Sexennial
League, organized a local lodge of the
or.l.-r lere last night at Reisfi Id's Hall,
with forty charter members.
The following office re- were elected and
installed:

ii. i.t. ri-iu.x-resiaenc.
A. Mey er.V ice -'P re s'id en t.
H. H. K'laskey.^Financial and Record¬
ing Secretary.
Q. Braverman.Treasu rer.
Thon:«:- Young.M a rsha 1.
John Austrian.Ch .plain.
Jacob Levy.Guard.
A. Sigh.Sentinel.
Or. P.. It. Gary.Tost President and

Medical Examiner.
Mr. Simon will leave this morning to

organize a branch lodge in Norfolk.

..The Heal Willow Drown."

..The Real Widow Brown," the jol'iv
musical comedy so cess, will l>e seen
at Johnson's Opera House tomorrow
night.
The entetrtainment is bright an'.i. live¬

ly, ar.d consists of everything thait is
lalte and popul'ar in the line of music
dainees and speciali'tiies. I't is just the
soft of high class merriment which
never fails to drive away dull care. The
melodies one tuneful and sweetly ren-
deivd'k wli'-le 'the .'fin is .»r a dev. n-

and refined order. "The Real Wi.h w
Btrown" issecring a substantial success

Firetnen'H Executive Committee.

The city executive committee recentl>
appointed to make arrangement., for
the State Firemen's Convention, which
will meet this evening at S o'clocik
will meet tomorrow night at S o'clock
in the engine house, pursuant to a call
sent out by Mr. J. A. Hirshlberg. chair¬
man of the board of lire commissioners.

A Card of Thanks.

MAJRCH 1«. 1S9S.
t desire t<> express our heartfelt

thanks for mvself and- wife t.> ul our

kind frienils for their kin.Inc.-,- end the
loving wurds of sympathy, ami' for the
beauitil&ul flo al offerings to our dear de¬
parted son. Willie.
MR. A:NI> MRS. JOHN G'R'KENSMITH
mr 17- 3t P

KOO Lots »t Anetlon.

Sale will commence on the 24th of this
month.after the launching Is over.
an V continue until all are sold. Pro¬
perty situated on car line and wat t
front. Fop maps and Information call
on Powell Eros. & King ,5701 Wash¬
ington avenue. mr2-tf

Saturday will be known os Cuban T>.ty
ait Wagoner's Phtoitograph Galteny,
Washington avetnuve. The total receipts
of that day will lie turned over to the
Cuban relief commiltitee. If jfiu wannt
pictt'ures and at the same time help the
Oulbams, come aroundi. mch 17-3t.

dt n" make good crackers. It's the best
of 'materials worked by .the best ob¬
tainable skill that makes Fox's XXXX
S"KH'f Wafer- Butteir Crackers the best
us the market.

If you want pictures of any kind oi
size see Wagoner, 2412 Washington av¬

enue, feb 20-tf.

Just try a 10c. box of Cascarets, th*
finest liver and bowel regulator ever
riad«..

Cascarets stimulate liver.kidaeys and
bowels. Never sicken, weaken or gripe.
10c.

Wood delivered in any part of the
rsüty. M. S. WAItRKN, 415 Twenty-
ninth street. Phone 2f>15. feb6-2m

T>on"t forget the little house 2112
Washington avenue when you want
pictures. fe27-tf

ITas no flavor.there -are crackers on
the market which have little or no fla¬
vor. They are lifeless. When youwant crackers that will phase yourpa'late ail the way down, get Fox's
XXXX Square Waifer Butter Crackers.

Cabinets, $2.00 dozen; T>ila,miondsi. $1.50pie!.- dozen: tim types 2 for 25c ait Wag¬oner's, 2412 Washington ave. mchl7-tf

WILL YOU ISK KK It KSKNTKU?

Every entei prising «d pnijgresstive
bus in ss man in Newtptt News ought
i.» be 'i©presented in the handsome
,ounchins Kdttion of ae Dtajly Press,

i.. be issued next Thurday. The pub¬
lishers have not spare pains and ex¬
pense hi 'their enxrts to make the
..sue worthy of the occwion. Copies of
the papei wall be sent to all parts of
the world. -\s a city i known by its
newspapers, local merclvnts should ©o-
otpeiute with the luanat-nm-iM. in mak¬
ing the Launching LCd^tim .i Utting rep¬
resentative <>r tiie lausi-ISss nit rests of
Newlport -Sews. Copy for udvoitise-
men'ts should he sent n today t.. in¬
sure publ'ic-ati-on.
i:b >k«; anizatu >:n <r Tin: army

Hull.

WAS.I I N'l . I in. Mach 17..liep'
entative Hud. of lota, chairman

sweeping measure, oaking manychanges in the ixistiig systetr. It
makes the peace oaganzation of each
regiment of infantry raw in gervteeen.ibr* cepne colonel, onelieutenant col-
first lieutenants, ten sed-nd lieutenants!
on.- sergeant major, one quartermaster
sergeant, one Chief musirian. two prin-cip.il musicians, two battalions of four
companies each, and tvo skeleton or
unmanned <i.'m.panies, the organisedcompanies to be . nsttniied as now au-

irized by :<iw. S.etioi two provides
it in time of war the President.
discretion, may estsblish a third

ttalion for each infartry regiment,nsisting iA four c m pa ties lo l>e susp-ed by n sinning the twosKeleUon com-
nies, and by organiziig two odd
n.il companies.
Cat hill authori7.es the President injtr time to1 increase the enlisted
ength not to exceed IM ton! enlisted
¦ii for each infantry companv: lot)
:al enlfste for each ravalry troop-:d 200 total enlisli d f..i each hatte:yheavy artillery: 173 total enlisted for-
h ottery .. f field artillery, and CO
ai en'listed men for each company of
g"in ers. The q.:iartenrh4.ste.r. commis-
rv and veterinary sergeants are in

ants of their respective arms.
rile rest of the bi'll nuking provision

troops, batteries, and eompanies the
time ,.f war, authorize each or any regi¬
ment of the army to draw us recruits
:r- m siuch Slates or State ns may lie
designated1 by him; the recruits thusobtained to be credited as a pan of the
quota ei Lr< ps called for by the Un led

S-- tion 0..That in time of war the
President shall cause the batteries of
artillery auth rized' by law to he or¬
ganized as heavy it fieid artillery as
in bis judgment the exigencies of the
s evil e may require.

S . i.hi T..That in time of war the
toy proper of enlisted men actuallyserving in commands operating against
ansn...... «h«.ta 1« s-...»«.. v a -_.ven:y percent over and above the rates of pay-
as 'fixed' by low; provided' that in war
time no additional increased coimlpenja-tion shall be allowed to soldiers --er-
forming what is known as extra or
special duties: provided further, that
any soldier who deserts shall, beside In¬curring the penalties now attaching tothe eiinie f desertion, forfeit all rightsto p. nslon which he might otherwisehave acquired: and provided', also thai
no h. untiy or money gratuities shall b.-puid by State or loci! authorities to a
s' idi. r as an indu-enc-nt to enlist nthe "tritc-i States military service.Section S..That whenever thestr ngth of a company of infantry, asestablished by the President, shall ex¬
et ed' l.'.o enlisted men, a captain orother officer commanding it shall bemounted and he entitled to the sameallowances as a mounted officer uf his

Public to he Ailmii.tea*,
Mayor Post has recently been in re¬ceipt of a number of inquiries from per-,-ons residing outside of the city, whodesired to know whether or not cardsof admission would be necessary in or¬der that they could witness the launchi¬
ng of the battleships Kearsarge andKentucky.
It will be .gratifying for the thousandsof people who propose to come here

next Thursday to know that the ship¬yard gate -will he open ah the morningand. anyone who desires can see thelaunch ing.

NEWS FiiitBI T'HTE K Lo-N I )I K E
SEATTLE. WASH.. "March 17.-.Hen-

jam in Atwater. who has just arrived
from Circle city and n.i.wson, Alaska,
s lys that there is food nough at those
p'.leeS to las! two years. In eonsequence
of the food scare the outpul of the gold
mine.- will be curtailed. He estimates
that the output will he about eight mil¬
lion for the season.
At water says that many of the claims

which were considered wi-5dv.it proper¬ties along the various creeks are turn¬
ing out well. Th.-re is quite a settle¬
ment ai t'he'mouth of the Stewart river,
hut no word has been re'.-.ived from
prospectors 'Who went up there. In
Walsh creek din gold was found which
pays seventy-five cents a pin. There
w as stampede from 1 "irc-ie 'City to the
American creek on January 10th, which
ii- about fifty m.I.-s fr.-ni Forty Mile
I'-.. on the Alaska side. A courier from
Minook said thai prospectors there had
found it rich.

The:-,- an- hul few 'cases of scurvy al
Dawson and the general health is good.
All gam"Ming houses have been closed
by a United Stales marshal.

KISS TI1KOWN IN.

How ib.- Sweet Singer of Kentucky
Booms Her Lyrics.

The Knoxvi'He Sentinel says: A Ken¬
tucky girl, Miss Beatrice Cunningham,
.f fa liz, h :s written a hook which she
calls "Pink Root Blossoms." and ehe
Is traveling agent for her o-wtn, book.
She throws a kiss in with eadh <-opy.At Fulton a real estate agent bough;four .-..pies and received four kisses.
.Mis- Cunningham is said to he a prettygirl, and "I'.nk 'Root Blossoms" is hav-
g a large sale down in the purchase,
lie could doubtless dispose of a few
pies of "Pink Root Blossoms" in this
immunity, where the love of litera¬

ture ranges from "Luci'le" to Walt
Whitman.

CRISIS IN' SAN rAfiARINO.
Th,- Little Republic Threatened With

Financial Ruin.
The most ancient convmonwealth of

the world, the miniature Republic of
San Marino, is at pr- sent passing
through a serious -crisis. The chief cash-
Vr of the Slate Bank, after having
perpetrated numerous depredation^ re-
¦ently committed suicide. This tragic
..veil! his disclosed a si.lie of corrup¬
tion in the bank iis.-lf. and severaJ o-f
its directors were arrested. The little
republic is ihus threatened with finan¬
cial ruin, and for the first time in Its
existence, as is asserted, its dependence
is seriously in danger, as a lorn might
1,-ad lo the annexation by Italy, or,
at any rate, curtail its .autonomy.

Fleet to be Stationed in
.Hampton Roads-

TO CONSISTOFFIVE SHIPS
Sensational Letter Said to Have Keen Writ¬

ten l»>- Weyler. Will Kc.iisc tu I'ay
Iml.ii_v ir It Is De-

.«.«!?

rent of the day in official circles was
le issue of an order tor the formationf a new squtdr.t naval vesselslie .-[.it. .i at Hampton Roads.Tin squaUron in th.- beginning wii!
.nsist ..I" live ships, all the best oflieir rype. Two id' them, the buttle-liiips Massachusetts an! Texas, are.ithdrawn from the present North At-tntic tleet at Key West and Torlugas.t would tie -i grave mistake t,. supposeha; in ordering this movement theiitvy Department is animated iiv anv
an pose ..f yielding to representations
r intimations that may have come
:om the Spanish minister, as to the
iis, hit* caused by the gathering of so
irge a naval for,-,. .s Admiral si-c.trdVleet in the vicinity of Cuba, 'in the
ontrary the 'formation of tili,- new
quad-run was brought about by purelytrat'egite considerations, although i":
ppears from the nature of the force

far unVlcr orders to rendezvous at
lampton 'Roads that the strategy is

it' the deTensive nature. The new
squadron cannot be called a "flyingquadron." because the association of
heavy battleships with, tleet cruisers

tic- r.i-onklyn, Colmmbia and M n-
lolis reduces th.- available speed of
whole tin- speed of- the slowest

tel. and the squaUron could not do
tfl in Hying in tin- naval sens.-. In-
ti-iiir- rather ar,- that, re-enforced
si nie smaller cruisers, th.- squid-
will constitute -in ideal naval de-

l-'or the pasi two months Intlu-
¦s have 1.n at work in th.- Navy
-arrmenl to'bring about this change,
.,s p,,p, y board, headed by Oap-
Crtiwnin.shie'.d, ha* been in fre-

ni session -if lot.- at the department,
believed that it ha.- endorsed the

plan at last. Although th.- other ships
added ithe squadron h ve not

>o, n definitely selected, it is sur¬
mised that they will include some of
tin- .ober battleships ot K.-y West and
he armored cruiser New York, in
which case Admiral Sieard, it is -be¬
lieved, will command the n.-'w force.
In phi.-.- -d" the cruiser New York, the
people of Kew West will look upon
the srifli outline; of the big monitor
Puritan, supposedly the imosit powerful
-.hip in smooth wat'er in the world.
-"In- will have to assist her on gutrd
;he double turreted monitor Mlantono-
ma'h and the monitor Am phi trite. The
i-oi-itun is noHv at Norfotfk alnoV-'t ready'for sea. tho Miantono-mah Is at tit agueIsland quite ready, and so is the A.m-
phitrite at Port Royal. S. C. So .the
order in th.- ,-nd will result in the
gathering of th.- pick of the North At¬
lantic Squadron at Hampton Roods.
The point is paid t-> be the best strate¬
gically on the Atlantic coast. It is al¬
most centrally located" and the ships
of the .-oast in short order, which is

jarded as desirable, since no one
n tell just where a flotilla -if torpe-destroyers or a fast cruiser may
rn up with hostile intent to attack
.\n. 'Bei-lde, the second best navyrd in the country is there to fall
¦k upon for the repairs to the sh'ps.
¦nty of the best coal is at 'Newport

News, there is easy water to navigate,
tnd finally the'forts it Hampton Roads
may serve as a base of operations In
-ase of need for protection. These
:r,- the consideration*; which animated
he Navy Department in making this
i-.v order. It is announced thai the
lomimander of the new squadron has
not y.-t been seleCteM ami. pending
that selection or the arrival in p n't
of Admiral Sicard. it is expected
thai Captain Higginson. the comman¬
der of th,- battleship Massnchustees an.l
the senior officer, will hold the com¬
mand of the squadron. Remaining at
Key West after the departure of the
Massachusetts and Texas. Admiral Si-
card will still have n Meet of his Oiwn
in numbers, when the spectacle will
he presented of a fleet and a squadron

me station, something not seen
the civil war. The monitors,

¦h it is d.-igiie'd to s.-nd to Key
W.-.-t. are said to be 'we'll fitted for the

i'-e. Owing t" their light draft of
from fifteen to sixteen feet, they .will
ie able to navigate safely the shallow
voters of the Florid-.* coast and will
not be obliged, like the Iowa, to He
six miles out at sea from Key West to
secure enough water under the keel.
The gunboat Helena reported to the

department that she had sailed today
from Funcha'l, 'Madeira, for Key West
to join the squadron. It ii-- now said
that it has been definitely determined
to bring the battleship Oregon around
South America to Key West. The Ni¬
cy Department lias issue*] orders that
such trial as may be made of the new
torpedo boat Rödgens shall take place

le the boat is under way Saturday
next, from Baltimore tu Norfolk. She

(also will go southward to join the fleet
at Key West. The Columbia and Min¬
neapolis an- still each 2f>0 men ,-hort

their full quota, but it is expected
that enough men will -be secured In

course of .* few days to enable
the ships to be sent to Hampton Roads

execute the orders issued today. The
naval recruiting officers are meeting
with success at New Orleans. Yester¬
day they rn-eive-d 40 men who were
professionally fitted -for the navy.

Tin- Semi-official statement given
out at Mid-rid advancing the govern¬
ment's vi.-w 'hot .1 demand Tor indem¬
nity basetd ->n Spanish responsibility
for the Main.- explosion, would be in¬
dignantly repelled 'by Spain, attracted
much interest in official circles. There
has been little doubt for some time
tinit (Spain wa.~ preparing for the con¬
tingency of an ad-Verse report by the
American court of inquiry, and to that
end was preparing to anticipate and
offset it. by making clear the govern¬
ment's policy of standing by -lie report
if the Spanish commission. Tin- report
vf the latter body was du.- in Madrid
.-esterdiv. ami while its conclusions
ire not officially known it is a fore¬
men Conclusion that it will find that
Hie Main.- .Ii,, ister 'was due to accident
resulting in an internal explosion.
This was foieshodowed in the advance
utterances if Captain Peral, head of
tic- Spanish commission, who stated
publicly several days ago tint t-h-- the-

of external explosion was untena-

Ailbng with the semi-official state¬
ment from Madrid that a dem md fot

lemnlfy would be indignantly re-
led, is the further statement from
labie -sources that Spain has made
r-lear to the authorities here that in¬

tervention may lead to war. The pros-
pects of such Intervention appear tf
be seriously entertained by Spain, and
strong efforts have 'been "made to avert
it'by showing that the condition of tht

econ'eentrados did not warrant the
tep. and .ns.. tliat it would threaten
> .-nil all prospects ..r further pacific
egotlations.
"Both governments have been sound-
ng ealch other on the activity of the
Iber in searching Ifor ships, 'but there
as been lit-We ground for oibjection
n either side, as- both have been in
lie same markets. The id-ministration
\-.ploins it. buying of slops .01 the
round that Spain's attitude has been
o menacing as naturally to .all for
n augmentation o-f th.- navy, while
tprin takes the same view that the tie-
ivity in the United States requirens
tillable -preparations 'by the Spanish

1111..! he verified,
this expedition

Th- President expects th.
ie court of inquiry to'morn

ire determined that no efforts shall he
pared to maintain t'he secrecy of the
ourt's verdict until they themselves
lave detrmined to give it publicity,
"here fore, even the admirably designed
laval cipher code will not he relied
ipon. ind at the Prosid nit's instance.
Vd.miral Shard was dir. led to place
he ,locum.-nis in the custody of some
iava-1 otlicer, aceo nilns 10 the usual
net hod. and forward them to Wash,
ngion in that manner. Ii is not known
lositive'ly that the conclui.-ions of t'he
ioard are (inii. hut if th.diniry rou-
!ne of the court's inquire has he. n fol-
owed in this ease they probably are
10. unless the secretary of the navv
lel'icves. after looking into the lostl-
noiiy. thai some lines of Investigation
should he I'm th, r pursued.
The largest measure of preparation

.ei made by the Wir Department ;.'
licet t'he contingencies of the futun
iroba'bly has been completed. It is the
preparation of a 'hill providing ami.int¬

er sections for the placing of the
y on a war rooting r,,r Che full

str. ngth ,,f int.nun in, n. The bill h
11 carefully gone over bv the Wa

ltepr,

roiusly in s-mueh as it is an admis
-atidn measure.
In view of the po,.-slbi,ity of a <-.

diet with Spain, considerable Inleresl
lers lust now in the strength of th.

mH'litia foi-v-e of the United Stales,
i. h would I... ii .hie I., be called upon
ose of necessity. According to lat-
reiports t'he total organized strength
the militia of the United States Is

IH.162 men. while he number of men
illable for military duty (unorgan-
.he Spanish' "minister. Senor Polo.'
eived a dispatch today from Caipi iln
neral Blanco, nt> follows:
The Council of Secretaries, under

my presidency, has resolved lo prorogue
ill pans of t'he island, up to March

:tl. 18ÜD. a decree of April. IS97. relative
the suspension of proceedings

against landed .-slates, unless the insu¬
lar legislature takes special action on
the subject."
The effect of this, it is explained. Is

to -do away -with the taxes on those
lands. which have- been devasted
and have become unproductive.

CARTER COURT 'M ARTHAD.
(By Telegraph).

SA Y.VN'N.VII. Ca., Mach 17..There
was only . few minutes' session of the
Carter court martial -his' morning.
Alfred Hirt, of C.recncastle, Ind.. was
-worn to testify thai lie bad paid
Captain >. M. 'Carter $132.10 for the
use of a diving outfit hefonging to the
vernment boat Toct-oa. 11,- produced
.- origin d h.-ck.
A contractor named 'Donning identi¬

fied a fascine -which was put ii-i.. a

ver lettv by Alfr, ,1 .1. Wiggo, th,- con-
.actor on that work.
Then Col.-I Barr, judge advocate,
dt.-d the court to excuse him from
irther proe.-dings today because he
as feeling unwell, ind the curt ad¬

journed until tomorrow morning.

"Mi »NTCti SMil-TR'Y I.'KA V'liS i IIA VA.N A
Cßy Teh-graph.)

H'.A-YA'NA. March 1.7.--Genera'! Pando,
" n expressed in s. 1111«'" circles, arrived
his nn.rnlng at Ciego de Avila, in the
in,I.iL- of the military troch.-i extending

-1 ween 'Moron and J neuro, the Prov-
iiv.f Puerto Principe.
General Blanco, a! the banquet last

lighi to the officers of the Vizcaya and
he Al-mirailte Oquendo. toasted "The
King, the Queen Regent, the Army and
the Navy of Sp iin." 'lie said:

.The present generation will never
5 another banner than thai of Spam

at th.- entrance to tin- Gulf of Mexico.
it banner, representing civilization,

progress, liberty, humanity and reti-
n, will In- eternal, like thai of the

first American natiein.*'
These sentiments were received with

shouts of approval and cheers.
Admiral 'Manterola, responding on

behalf of I'he navy, si id:
"In union t'he armv and navv will

always he indestructible."
I.a Union Constitucional publishes
day numerous interviews with leading

P-.liticians ind other authorities on the
situation. The trend of all is to the
effect that ill,-re is it,, reason for war.
but thai Spain will defend her posses¬
sion of Cuba to the last drop oE blood,

ne of the .prominent Cuban., inter-
wed are represented as saying that

Spain can count ,,n the support of all
peaceable Creoles.
La LuCha in today's issue says edi¬

torially that Juan M. Cetoa'tlos, of .New
York City, who recently visited Presi¬
dent Mi-Kiiih-y f.,r an interview on the
Cuban question, has no authority from
ir standing in Cuba or S<paln, and
asks:
"Whom does Senor Cehallos repre¬

sent in Cuba?"
The American yacht Buccaneer,

which has been expected her.- to take
remainder of the Congressional

pnrtv m.rth. is more than forty hours
u-r.iue at th,- tlr e this dispatch is
.d. and there are fears that some
tident has happened lo.her. Messrs

Money, Smith and Cuimmings decided
not t'o waii longer, and left f..r Key-
West to.Pry on the Arn mis.

It is hoped the wrechers will find
Tampions in the big guns, and if fhis
ni-.ivi'S the eise the gtr.is can be saved
rf otherwise, and the marine groiwth
ibe breech mechanism can be used in
ahcr guns. Today another one-pounder
im! two of the ihr.inchor chains,
ill very valuable, were rai.-ed, and the
¦welds' ,,f Pirsi Lieu!'unit of Marines
Ca Hin ind Lieutenant F. W. Jenkins.
Two battalions of Havana volunteers

are drilling in heavy artillery exercises

is ¦.'ill coiling und it is now announced
thol she will not go to 'Mexico.
The "Montgomery left this afternoon

f,,r Key West.
Consul General. I.e.-. interviewed to¬

day as to the report that he had applied
f,,r 11 Midland Kersey's former po¬
sition as Now York agent of the White
Star Line, said that there was no truth

"I have not made ami do not Contem¬
plate making application." said General
Lee. " for any plaice of any kind. I
purpose staying here to Took after

(Continued on "Fourth Page.)

Proctor Makes a Statement
to the Senate-

REPORT NOT OVERDRAWN
still-Nine I'toplo s ir<i«tcii,ii; ror Freedom

niKl l>. Ilvemm-e tr.mi he Worst .-n 1k-
(,-!» eminent «.f »A l.l.-h the

Senator liver Knew

(l'.y Telegraph.)
VVASHIPNGTCOv, Ma.ro h 1"..©ettaJtOT

1'riK-t r. <d' Venn, mi, wilio returned lust.
Sunday Erom an extended trip to and
tar-».u;i t. island of Cuba, this after¬
noon mad' ... stuitemient to the Senate
uf iVs observations on tlhe island.

i-1 in many view points the sta'te-
merfi was roiitiiWcable. it had ev.oetit-
ly been most carefutlItj'- pieipareafc EveryelemenH of s.-n- c onalisin 'hod been stu-ditrusly eMntiii.tted from It. and. except
so far .is the tacts recked were sen¬sational, .t bore not the slightest evl-d. tu e to arouse the public miimd, ail-
'..u .y k.s t.ily alive to the tx-nditlon of
an.tits on the isilaimd.
Every statement made .by S.nutorProctor was with tlhat clearness and

iJieeislon which charactewize the aecu-
tiu,. demonsttulion of a problem hiuiwihemii'th**. CVatim and d:i.-i;iass.ionalte
to a nVtable degree, Ohe int.-ramies of
the s,-niter amused t»i eathiless Inter-
es't. Kvery l>erson wltblin the sound of'is voice was eonvi'iieed that he wasputting his observations into ca.reful
terms, lest he might subject himself
to the criticism k f being emot ona'l. Oik*of th,- best chuiuc'terttzations of the
stati mem was made by Senator Frye.of M.i.ne. a feu ui'.no;, s ntPter its de¬
livery. "It is." said he, "Jiust as iffi i~ tor had held up his right hand and
¦sworn to it." That, wtis the impression
os made ..n th.- Senate
The seeme i>n the Senate Wist jiteced-

ing an during the delivery of the
speech ivus atonosl drainat c in Hie in¬
tens t> ,,f its Interest. T;v occasion
of the address arose very unexti>ec'tedEy.'I'll iiafionul quatrain time bill was under
.Iis usslion. ond Senator Mailorv. of
Floirda. had 1-, en iv gn zed for a
speech in uimposition to the pending
m.usune. Mr. Frye emtored the cham¬
ber, and Inlterrupting Mr. Mallory, re-
,<: sited hiim to yii-ld to Mr. Proctor,
vho desir. d to make a statement eon.
... n ijg his observiat ions in Culm of ln-
:eres-t to the Senate and to the country.
Instantly there was a commotion on-

In- tl a- and in the galleries. It hod
i. en announced that Mr. Proctor would
soon make a statement, but .it was not
supposed I.ii.it he would make it on
the tloor f the Seuiate. A call of the
Senate wus demanded by Mi-, Chandler,
if New Hampshire. In a few mtmiutea
every Senator in the capital w-ias in his

and the word having .been passed
through the conridoi-s. people flocked
'mo the galleries until tlhey were pack¬ed.
Mr. Pro for, in beginning, stated that

his -trip wus entlreltyi unofficial, and
was not suggested by any one. Mr.
Proctor said In.patrt:

"i if General Lee I n ed say little.
II s valuable services ho his euntry in
his trying position nr.. too w.ill known
t. ail his oountrynren to require men¬
tion. Beside his abW ty, high charac¬
ter and courtesy, ond w.thall, his mili¬
tary education and bra-ming, utrV. his
soldierly qualities, aire invaluable ad¬
juncts .im th,_. equipment of our raw*-
.-niotive .n a country so completely
under mi'Ktury rule as is Cuba."
Senator Proctor als, eulogized Con¬

suls I'.ry.e and Banker.
"it has been siaie.l that I satd'there

was no .lotllht the -Main,- was blown up
from the outside." h.- continued. 'Th s
Is ü mistake. 1 mu.y have said that
-ti.-ii was the geneittl innpiv-sslon among
Americans in Havana. In -'act. I have
no tplnlon about ;t myself, and care¬
fully avoided one."
The Sciv tor described the places he

hod vl'Siled', an.l of the warlike condi¬
tion of things >>n th.- Island outside of
Havana. The order of concentration
hUs produced desolation. lie told of
Weylec's order for concentration and'
of the effect it had hiad upon the cvn,-
centiradoes. Continiuliinig ,he said:

"Tiie execution of this order wits left
largely t" the guerillas to d'ntve in all
that had not obeyed-, hum I was In¬
formed that 'in many oases a torch was
apipil ed to thefir h.mties with no notice,
and th.- inmates tied with such cloth¬
ing as theo" had on. 'their stock »und
other belongings being appropriated by
th.- guerillas. When they reached: the
towns they were allowed to 'bu'iild huts
of I'ilm leaves n the suburbs, and va¬
cant pl-.o-es within the rrochta. and left
to live if they eou'ldl Tlieir huts are
about t. n by fifteen feet in size, and for
want of space an- usually crowded to¬
gether. They 'have n.. floor 'but the
ground, an.! no ftarwituro, and after a
year's wt-a.r but little clothing except
such .-'tray substitute* as they can ex¬
temporize. With large families or with
more than ..ne in this little space, the
commonest s-arii'to-ny provisi- ns are im¬
possible. Conditions are unim.entlonaib'e
in this icspect. Torn from 'their homes,
with foul earth, foul air. foul water
and foul food, or none, what wonder
that one half have died, and that one
nuurter of the ving are s<> diseased
that they cannot be saved. A form <>f
diropsty is a common disorder resnvliting
fts in those conditions. Little childiren
are still walking about with arms an.l
chest terribly emaciated, eyes swollen
and1 abdomen bloated to three times the
natural size. The physt Wins say these
cases are hopeless.
"Deaths in the streets have not been

uncommon. 1 was told by on.- of our
consuls that they have Is en found dent
abou't 'the mai kf-its in the morning,
wh-i-e 'they had crawled hoping to get
MttlK Stmy bits Of food 'nun the early
htfelcsteits. a-nct that there had been
raises where they had dropped dead In-
niide the market surrounded by ft »ort.
These people were Indepemdenl and self-
support i'r.g before Wcyler's «der. They
¦tie not beggars even now.
"Of the hospitals I need not speak,

others have d'efcwvbed tbeir condition
^better than I can. Fl is not within
harrow limi'ts of my vocabulary to

rli:«iy it. 1 went Cuba with a
ong conviction Hha. the picture had
^n. overdrawn: I"'.! a few cases of
rvation nml saifferiing had' inspired

ft Ivth ni-'.'tth'ir..k'ng these
0 Vmf-ns s- t up t<> Tiake
ossSble sthowing. 1 saw
1 and worse: many that
Phototgraphed ond sbown.
I'i i-,. tiMit uf of a popu-

o.ooo. two humdred th-ai-
t>T wltihlu these -Spanish
allv prison wiMs. with'n
i p is: rirom actiwl srt-aTva-
tses caused by nsuffl-'emt
food. My Inquiirtes were

de of sensational s.-»ii'rce<».

(Continued on Fourth Page.)


