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THE RACONTEUR.

M
w OCIIHNTISTS from all

F©LßC L<
Over the Country Soon to
Forth the Result of Their Studie^ ^-S

Copyright, i8g8.

Vo search out am! put on record the
leliefs. superstitions und myths cf the
'atst dying or already dead old races
*f America, to gather up and preserve
he legends, traditions and home accur¬
ate knowlcdgeof their curious customs
ind ideas is tlie ivork of an urganiza-
ion that is little heard of. but yet is
strong among- scientists, und has its
members in every corner of this-oun-
.ry.the American Folk Lore society.
Attention is now being directed to

hose workers in n strange and inter¬
esting field, for the tenth annual meet-

because here lay the greatest wealth
of superstitions, record of customs and
mythology. There were living repre¬
sentatives of these races at hand, ready
to be questioned. The work, however,
only begins iiere. Step by step the
folk lore society is digging into a far
distant past. Its 11 volumes of its
journal (quarterly) and the six books
it ha?; published in addition to these,
show that a new literature is already
well started.
Serious scientific men and women

make up the backbone of this society.

"AFTER AWHILE THE BOT WHO LAY
SCrtATCllliDA HOLE. THROUGH
th« TUlamook Indians.

ing or Convention of the society is close
nt. hand, the dates set being December
2M und S'J. am', the place chosen [''aver-
weather iiall (the Physics building),
Columbia university. New York city.
Very nearly 2O0 folk lori.st* are xpeet-
etl nt this conference, to listen to pa
pern on the negro nud the Indian, the
French and Spanish settlers, tin' races
of Central and South America: a mul¬
titude of odd facta dug in some cases
from old documents; in others taken,
as in the eases of certain negro settle-

IN Tun: BOTTOM OF TBE BASKET
WHICH HE ESCAPED.".Traditions ot

professors of universities, curators and
assistant curators of museums.and
joined with these are some hundreds
of observant, thoughtful people, who
are no Keienti.fic experts, but have a
hive for these researches, and can
sometimes add a word or a thought,
contribute an idea or a finishing'touch
to the papers read and the discussions
wajed. The lists are open to all. and if
anything, there ure more women than
men members, many of those from the
south being useful in thencgro work.

-.?

PRl IF. O. T MA!
mrnts and Indian tribes, direct from
tlie lips uf patriarchs ami others whose
memories arc long, and who are Mill
aloof from civilization.
Thus the conference will heat, on

these days, and among other papers
airend; arranged. Prof. Charles 1.. lid-
v%ards.. of the Cincinnati university, on

negro folk hue; Dr. 1.. Ferra ml. of Co-
luiuhia, on the folk lere of Drit'sh Co-
lumbla, and A. L. Krocher. of Coltim-

SON. DR. D
From 111 most nothing has the society.:

grown in its. course of ten .'.cars until ft
now it numbers a famous delegation of j
American scientists, particularly of|anthropologists. This is so marked!
that the meeting of the Anthrdpolog-I
ical society, to k-e held in Columbia iini-|
versity the same week, will have very j
many of the same prominent members,!
und the two conventions will not be un-|

"WELL. PK WITCH SOT

bis. on "Animal Tales of the Esqui¬
maux." Tlie otlieT papers that are to
be rend will extend the breadth of the
study of the meeting to ail corners of
the continent.

For, in whatever pertains to folk lore,
the society in eclectic and liberal. Its
greatest work since its founding in
1888 has been. It Is true. ti|«in the negro
and the Indian, but that lias been only

nald .Mrs. r ondViYother "to her son
who is unduly partial to the softei
sex:

"Pon't you put any relinncc on what
the girls toll you. They are awful
liarii and will fool you every time."
"Yes, but how nice they do it," re¬

plied the enamored youth, wit h a beau-
tific smile..N. Y. World.

Stupid Urn to.
She.That horrid cook of the Browns

ha« got a hat just like mine.
lie.I see no occasion for that to

worry you. There is no danger of youbeing mistaken for one another. Your
hair is not the same shade..Indian¬
apolis Journal.

down on Tin; pins."

The man und the woman who are

severely practical may wonder, per-
i'aps, at all this work, and question the
advisability of this great use of print-
era' ink. To those not interested in
ethnology It may seem a good deal like
child play to gutter up these quaint
stories and the scattered hints of cus¬
toms. To this argument the folk lore
scientists bring forward this answer:

Sympathy.
"What's the matter with Freddie?"

isked the boy's father.
"He's worried over his studies. He

tas an example that says if he lias $10
Ind pays Ml cents for some potatoes and
15 cents for a steak and various sumo
for oilier things, how much will lie have
*ft V"
"Well, tell him not to bother. I'm

tot going to have the careless inno¬
cence of childhood disturbed by any
inch useless trouble. It'll be time
fnougli for him to face the awful prob¬
lems of life' when he grows up and has
grocery bills of his own.".Cleveland
Plain l>calcr.

.The held being one which no other
agency now fully covers, there is
thrown upon the society an important
tuak which cannot be postponed. The
collection of American oral traditions
should be regarded as a national duty.
To gather materials for history which
are indispensable to anthropological
record, and which, unless recorded, will
in a few years have irretrievably per¬
ished, appears even more important
titan the collation of historical records
already .safely lodged in libraries."
The society's bead and forefront is

William Wells Newell, of Cambridge,
Mass.. an author whose immediate work
of recent years has been medieval lit-
erat tire, he having recently issued a
volume on "Arthurian Komance. Kiug
Arthur and the Table ICouud." The
projector of it, the editor of its journal,
and long its secretary, Mr. Newell has
kept on pushing the society through all
these years, reaching out constantly
for new members and ever striving to
make folk lore better cared for and un¬
derstood among people of education
and refinement.

Scientists to whom this peculiar field
lias appealed have cooperated with
him, and the result is shown in the
quaint papers in the journal. A recent
number of this contained lie follow¬
ing features, the mentioning of which
will be of much interest: Ninth An¬
nual Meeting of the American Folk
Lore Society. The Collection of Mary¬
land Folk bore. Work and Methods of
the Hampton Folk Ixire Society. Negro
Hymn from (Icorgia, Trad it ions of the
Tillamook Indians. The Legend of the
Holy Grail. Borrowing Trouble. Negro
Song from North Carolina. Ilecord of
American Folk Lore. The Sixth Vol¬
ume of the Memoirs of the American
Folk Lore Society. Folk I<ore Scrap-
book. Notes and Queries. Ixieal Meet¬
ings and other notices, Bibliographical
Nolcs.

As an instance of the material the
society is collecting, here is a Balti¬
more, Md., folk lore story (in part):
"Georgia, did a witch ever get after

you ?"
"Xor'm, but my mother, she knew a

woman that was mighty bothered by

G. BRINTON.
a » itch. Kv'j- night, soon as de wuinen
went to bed and turn over on her back,
dut witch would come and jump on
her and ride her hard, so she couldn't
move. So one night she fix for dat
witch. She put pins in de seat, of, a

chair, and when de witch come, she sat
right down on de pins. Witches have
to sot down befo' dey can get out de
skin; dey can't ride you long as dey is
in dey skin. Well, de witch sot down
on the pins, and she stuck fas'. She
couldn't git up out er de chair, and she
beg de woman to let her go. and she
promise, ef she did, she wouldn' come
back no mo'. Den de woman let her go!"

Six volumes mark the progress of the
society outside of the Journal. These
are "Folk-Tales of Angola" (Africa), by
Keli Chatelain: "Louisiana Folk-Tales."
by Alice Fortier; "Bahama Songs and
Stories." by Charles L. Edwards; "Cur¬
rent Superstitions, Collected from the
Oral Tradition of Kngiish-Speaking
Folk." by Fanny D. Bergen, with an in¬
troduction by William Wells Newell;
"Nanako Legends," by Washington
Matthews; "Traditions of the Thomp¬
son IliVeT Indians of British Columbia."
iy James Teit. with introduction by
Franz Boas.
And here, there and everywhere does

the research go. The society has sev¬
eral local branches, notably one in Bos¬
ton, one in Baltimore, one in Cincin¬
nati. That in Baltimore is diligently
sending negro folk-lore. There is to be
a special range of folk-lm'e studies in
the direction of music, Henry K. Kreh-
biel. of New York, having collected
much in this way.

Dr. TTcnty Wood, of Johns Hopkins
university, is the society's president.
Charles L. Edwards is the first vice
president, Miss Alice C. Fletcher the
secotid vice president. William Wells
Newell permanent secretary and John
H. Hinten, of New York, treasurer.

When thou seest thine house in
flames approach and warm thyself.
Ee who takes the wrong road must

make his journej' twice over.
Do not rejoice at my grief, for when

mine is old yours will be new.

That which the fool does in the end
the wise man does at the beginning.
Abstract from a Spaniard all his good

qualities and there remains a Portu¬
guese.
Fond of lawsuits, little wealth; fond

of doctors, little health; fond of friars,
little pelf.
If you have n friend who is a doctor

make your bow and send him to the
house of your enemy.

UsefoS Holiday Presents.
Get Ready for Christmas. '«

Only two weeks in which to select your Holi-
dtiA Present. .Articles selected now will bo reservee and
deli< t ied as instructed. We guarantee JowcBt prices for
nigh grade goods. Colossal offers in Jackets, Oapes and
Man Tailored Suits. We are confident that you can find
nowhere in Newport News such values in Ladies' Gar¬
ments as here, at the prices quoted below. We earnest¬
ly advise every lady who has not mnd«> her winter pur¬chase in this line to make a careful examination of this
efcocl .

Ladies' Jackets.
Ladies' Black Kersey Cloth Jackets,Good Quality, Silk Face, Actual Value.

Our price

$4.98
Ladies' Black Kersey Clnth Jackets,

an Extra Good Quality. Lined Throughwith a Jacket, never sold under $10.00.
Our price

$7.98
Venetian Suits, all Leading Shades,Double r Single Breasted Box Jackets.

Bound Corners; Jacket Silk Lined
Throughout. Skirt Percaline Lined, Act¬
ual Value 515.00. Our price

$10.98
Ladies' Tight-Fittii g Suits. Made of

Good Quality of 1 atlies' Cloth. Lined
Well, and Fit fluaranteed; this is an
Extra Value, $10.00. Our price

$5.98
Separate Skirts in ail Qualities. An

All-Woo] Cheviot Skirt, Trimmed with
Braid Around Bottom. Regular Value
$6.9S. Our price

$3.98
An Extra Quality of Black Satin

Skirt. Beautifully Made and Well Lined,
a Handsome Fitting Skirt, worth $10.00.
Our special price

$6 98
A Brocaded Silk in all the Newest De¬

signs. Well Fitting and Made, a regular
$8.00 Skirt. Our price

$4.98
The Best Grade of Black Brillianttne

Skirt. Braided ail the wav with Hercu¬
les,. Braid, a Skirt worth $10.00. Our
price

Silk Waists.
Plaid Silk Waists. Satin Waists. Plain

or Trimmed. Nicely Fitting, a regular
$T.ä0 Waist. Our price

$3 98
Black China Silk Waist, ones we have

sold for $4.00. Our price now

$2.25

Wrappers.
All-Wool Flannel Waists, Trimmed

Nicely and Well Made, worth $2.00. Our
price

$1.23
All-Wool Flannel Waists, worth Sl-25.

Our price

89c
25 Dozen Flannelette Wrappers, Well

Made and Splendid Fitting, Trimmed
with Braid and Hurtle on Shoulder.
Ones that are worth $1.25. Our price

89c
Underskirts.

Striped Underskirts, a Special at

48c
Better Grade Striped Underskirts at

89c
Ladies' Underwear.

Ladies' Ribbed Vesta and Pants. Me¬
dium Weight, valued at 20c. Our price

13c
Ladles' Bleached Ribbed Vests or

Pants, in all Sizes: These Goods are
worth 3!)c. Our price

23c
Ladies' Kid Gloves.

Special in Ladies' Kid Gloves, the
Regular $1.00 Kind, in Tan or Black.
Hither Button or Clasp, the regular
$1.00 Glove. Our price

79c
Black or Tan, Hither in Lace or CliSp,

Guaranteed thy regular $1.25 Glove. Our
prlee

98c
Handkerchief Special.

100 Dozen Handkerchiefs to pick from;
ones that are worth from 15 to 25 cents.
Your choice

10c

Gapital Dru Goods House.
2Ö10 Washington Ave,

NEW ADVERTISEMENTS.

DIED.SATURDAY MORNING AT 11
o'clock, John Charles Rentz, aged one
year, four months and S days. Only-
son of Chas. E. and Florence Rentz.
Funeral takes place '.today) Sunday-

afternoon at 2 o'clock from his late res¬

idence, 341 Twenty-eighth street. It.

FOR RENT.TWO LARGE ROOMS,
nicely furnished and heated, oath.
Front room and one adjolr.'ng. No.
122 Thirty-first street, between West
and Washington avenues. dte ll-3tp

POARD.FOUR YOUNG MEN CAN
find first class toard acd rjom at 224
Forty-sixth street. References ex¬
changed, del 1-1 tp.
WANTED TO BUY.A COUPLE OF
acres of woodland nfwith some shade
trees) near the city line, preferably
situated along or near the Old Point
railroad. State terms and cash price.
Direct offers. Adress Aq. B. C. care

Daily Press. decll-3tp

LOST.Lady's Gold Watch. Liberal re¬
ward if returned to No. 213 Forty-
second street. de 9-tf

FOR RENT.A good-sized bed room;
bath and gas: also first-class table
board. 120 Thirty-first street, between
Washington and West Avenues.

de 9-3t«
WANTED.POSITION AS STENOG-
rapher and typewriter, by yound lady.
Address "M," care of Press. tf

BY IL B. LASKEY. AUCTIONEER.
3107 WASHINGTON AVENUE.

Household and Kitchen Furniture.
Cook Stoves, Carpets, Feather Bed and
Lot of Groceries at auction.
By request of party leaving town, I

will sell at my store, 3107 Washington
avenue, at 2 o'clock P. M., Monday, Dec.
12th, 1S9S, 3 Nice Oak Suits. 1 Walnut
Marble Top Suit. 1 Glass Front Ward¬
robe. 1 Oak Sideboard, 1 Oak Hall Rack,
1 Good Feather Bed, 2 Fine Mirrors. 2
Cook Stoves. Heaters, Lounges, Sewing
Machines, in good order: 3 Extension
Tables. Chairs. Rugs. Carpets, Bureaus.
Washstands. Mattresses, Springs, Office
and Ladies' Desk, in Oak and Walnut,
I Library Table, very expensive; Mat¬
ting, Lamps. Blankets, Comforts and
(.'rockery ware. Ladies invited to at¬
tend sale. Positive, rain or shine.

H. B. LASKEY, Auctioneer.
I will sell a nice lot of Groceries at

II o'clock, which should command the
attention of the trade. Dealer;; invited
to attend. B. H. L.

Wanted -Boarders
BY MKS. M. E. DOSWELL,

No. 105 27tli Street.
First class table and pleasant rooms.

Terms reassnable. U-25tf.

Boarders-Wanted
BY FRANCIS M. ELLISON

No 114 Tliirtu-iirst Street.
Also furnished rooms for rent, with

cr witiioi.t f aio. 'it.

OPERA HOUSE.
G. B. A. BOOKER. Manager.
ONE NIGHT ONLY,

Monday, December 12lh
GRAND OPERA

By the Royal Italian Grand Opera Co.

TROVATORE
With the following powerful Cast:

Leonora.Signorina L. Montanaro
Arucena . Signor E. Danti
Ines .Signorina O. Calcagnl
Manrico .Signor F. Collenz
Counte.Signor W. Ganor
Ferrando . Signor G. Scolari
Ruiz . Signor A. Horty
Prices 25c to $1.00. Seats on sale at

Ideal Pharmacy. fr&sa-2t.

Good *-

Shoe
Making

Good styles, a big variety and

prices to suit tlie masses, malte

Mugler's shoes a popular shoe for men,
women and children.

We strive to satisfy t>m- patrons. We

appreciate every cent spent with us.

Try us once and s_-e how well we

treat you.
Good quai. f and low p.:.?« make

our store a popular resort f r M>n's

Furnishings, Hats, etc.

We make a specialty of Neckwear

and Underwear.

fflugler Shoe «SBalCo.,
Strict attention paid to mall orders.

2704 Washington Avenue.
NEWPORT NEWS. VIRGINIA.

0 D. BATGH&L0R,
Attorney-at-Law.

Office Citizens and Marine Bank Build¬
ing. Bell "phone 153. Refer* *n J. Taylor
Ellyson. Richmond. Va_: W. A. and
McD. L. Wrenn, Norfolk, Va. and
George A. Schmelz, banker, Newport
News. Va. uuv »-lm

De La Saile Institute
Hampton Roads, Grand Boulevard

and De La Saile Ave. For young men
»hd boys. Commercial. Scientific and
Literary. Al«o Military Tactics. Half
car fare from Newport Nsws to La
Salle Ave. For particulars apply at ths
Institute. oe2-3m.

Night Glass.
Stenography

Mrs. Kyle will instruct a night class
in Stenography at her rooms, No. 2062
Washington avenue. Terms reasonable.
dec 8.lw.

r J'' HE STEAMER S. A. ITCALL
JL will leave Newport News wit*
both freight and passengers for Peters¬
burg every Monday, Wednesday and
Friday about 7:16 a. M.. and will leav«
Newport News for Norfolk every Tues¬
day, Thursday and Saturday about 3:8?
P. m-
^vm leave Norfolk every Monday,

Wednesday and Friday at 6:00 A. iff
shorn J. W. PHILLIPS.

J. R. SWINERTON, Manager.

SPECIAL RATES TO COMMERCIAL
TRAVELERS.

AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN PLAN.


