o e
e SECOND SEOTION E
[ -]
L ]

5 hfe00QO0OOOCOODIO00GRORO™

vess |

PaGgeEs 1 10 6

VOL. X.. NO. 137. <

1905.

PRICE TWO CENTS

GENERAL MAGRUDER'S
STORY OF BIG BETHEL

Oificial Reports of First Land Battle of Civil
War, on Whose Blood Stained Ficld
Granite Shaft Was Unveiled

| Yesterday.

Headguarters, Camp Tethel.
Liethel Churel, June 1oth, 186r,

The enemy, thirty-five hondred strong, attacked us @t our post,
and aflter a very animated conlliet of 1w honrs ad o half was re-
pulsed at all pomts and totals vouted. Foor eompanies of cavalry
are now in hot pursuit toward Newport News. | eannot speak too
hiyrhly of the devotion of one troops, all of whom did their duty
robly s and whilst it might appear invidions (o speak particnlarly of
any regiment or corps where all heliaved soowell, 1 oam connpelled
Lo express my wreal appreciation of the skill and sallitry of Major
Randolph amd bis howitzer isctery, and Colonel il the officers
and men of the North Caroline regiment. As an instanee of the
latter 1 will mere's mention et a gun under the gallant Captain

Brown, of the lowitzer battery, having heen rendered unfit for serv-
ice by the breaking of a pritaing wire in the vent, and not heing
defended by infantey, from the small number we had at our com-
mandd, Captain Brown threw it over oo precipice,  and the work wils
vccupicd Jor i nonient by the encimy.

Captain Lridgers, of the North Carolina regiment, in the most
gitllant manner, retook it and held it until Captain Brown had re-
placed and put in position another picee, and then defended it with
his inflantry in the most gallant manner. Colonel THIVS judicious
and determined action was woithy of his.ancient glory and Colonel
Stuart, Major Montagne, Major Cary, Captains Walker and Atkin-
son, with every officer and every man under their command, did good
service in the fromt of the Geht.

The able and eMcient manner in which Captains Donthatt, Phil-
lips and Jones, of the cavaley, performed the duties of infantry, and
Licutenant Chisman, of the Wythe Rifles, in protecting the rear of
the position, is desceving of high commendation.

There were many acts of personal gallantry—some under my
awn observation, and others which were reported o me—that 1 will
take oceasion to mention in a sahsequent communication. At pros-
ent | expeel another attack, and have no time. 1 am extremely
indehted to the two brothers, Robert Heand William K. Vaughn,
my acting commi v oand quartermaster, for the most gallant and
efficient serviees, no less thin o my vouthinl aids, Mre. George A,
Magrader, Jr, and Tugh Stannard, who were always in the front
of the fight, and upon whom I request the government 1o bhestow
commissions, as they are desirons of entering the regular service.

L the hurey of this communication I niar have omitted to men-
tion many gallant men.

I have the honor ta he veryrespectiully, vour obedient servant,
Lo BANKITEAD MAGRUDIER,

Colonel Commanding.

To Colonel R. 8. Garnetl.

Number of killed and wounded on our side—Cine  killed  ad
seven wounded.  Enemy—"Ten acad bodies fomnd, as reported to me,
and, perhaps, fifty wounded. Three prisoners,  Our foree, all told,
abont 1200 men. Encimy—3,500 with 18- and z4-pounder guns he-
sides light guns, J. B AL

Report of Col. (afterward Gen.) D. H. Hill.

First North Caroling Infantry,
Yorktown, June 12th, 1861
In obedience to orders from the eolonel commanding, | march-
ed on the Oth inst., with my reciment and four picces of Major Ran-
dolph’s battery, from Yorktown, on the Hampton Road, to Bethel
Church, nine miles from Hampten.  We reached there after dark on
a wet night, and slept without tents.  Early on the moring of (he
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Jroad, mnder cover of some houses and paling,

MAYOR THORNTON F. JONES,

who made the address of welcome.

7th L made a reconnoissance of the ground, preparatory to fortifying.

I found a bhranch of Back River on our front, and eneireling our
vight lank.  On our left was a dense and almost impassable wood,
except about one hundred and (ifty vards of old ficld.  The breadth
of the road, a thick wood aned oarrow, cultivated ficld covered our
rear. T'he nature of the gronnd determined me to make an inclosed
worl, wind 1 had the invaluable aid of Licutenant Colonel Lee, of my
reginment, in its plan and construction.  Our pasition had the in-
herent defect of being commanded Dy an immense field immediate-
Iy in front of it, upon which the inasses of the enemny might be read-
ily deploved.  Tresuming that an attempt would e made to cirry
the bridge across the streant, a batlery wis made for its especial
protection, and Major Randolph pliced his guns so as to sweep all
the approaches to it

The occupation of two commanding eminences beyond the
creck and on onr right would have greatly strengthened our posi=
tion, but our foree was too weak 1o admit of the oceupation of more
than one of them. A battery was Iaid out on it for one of Ran-
dolph’s howitzers.  We had only twenty-five spades, six axes and
three picks, it these were husily plied all day and night of the
Fthand all day of the 8th. On e afternoon of the 8th 1 Tearned that
aomaranding party of the enemy was within a few miles of us, |
calladl for'a party of thirty-four men to drive them back,
iant Roberts, of Company 19,
and in five aninutes his

Licuten-
ol my regiment, promptly responded,
commamud was en route,

I detiehed Major Randolph with one howitzer (o join them,
i Licutenant Colonel Lee, Ficst Regiment North Caroling Volun-
teers, requested and was granied permission (o take conimamd of
the whole.  After a march of live miles they came aeross the ma-
rauders, busy over the spoils of a plindered honse. ALshell soon
put the plunderers o Right, and they were chased over New Mar-
ket bridge. where our little fores was halted, in consequence of the
presence of a considerable hoady situate on the other side.

Licutenant Colonel Lee bronght in one prisoner,
the cnemy were killed and wounded is not known.  None of onr
comnund was hort. Soon after Licutenant Colonel Lee left o citi-
zen came dashing in with the information that seventy-five maraud-
vrs were on the Back River Roadl.

I ealled for Captain MeDowell's company (E). of the First
Regiment of North Caroling Volunteers, and in: three minutes it
was in hot pursuit.  Lientenane West, of the [lowitzer battalion,
with one picee, was detached to join then, and Major Lane, of my
regiment, volunteered, dispersed and chased the wretehes over the
New Market bridge, this heing the second race on the same day
over the New Market course, in hoth of which the Yankees reached
the goal first. Major Lane hrought in one prisoner.  Reliable citi-
zens reported that two cart loads and one hugey load of wounded
were taken to Hampton. =

How many of

We had not a single man Killed or wounded.,
came up that evening and assiumed commanid,

O Sunday, the gth, a fresh supply of toals enabled s (o put
more men to work, amd, when not engaged in el 15 duties, the
mien worked vicoroushv on the o trenchments. \We were aronsei] at
three o'clock on Monday morning for a seneral ulvance upon the
enemy, and marched three and o hali miles, when we learned (hat
the foe, in large foree, was within a few hundred vards of ns, \We
fell back hastily upon our entrenehments, amd awaited the arrival
of our invaders,  Licutenant Colonel Stuart, of the Fhird Vir
Regiment, having come with some one hundred and ighty
stationed on the hill on the extieme right, bhevond the ek, and
Company G of my reginent was also thirown over the stream Lo Jro-
teet the howitzer under Caplain Brown.

Captain Drideers, of Company A, Firat North Carolina Regsi-
ment. took posi o the dense woed bevoud aud o the Teil of (he
roicd. - Major Moutague, with thiee compianies of his hatt=lion, was
ordered up from the vear, and ook post on onr right, heginning
it the chuveh and extending alone (he entive front on {hat sicle,

This ine body of men and the wallant command of Liciiten:nt
Colonel Stuart worked with great rapidity, and in an hour haed con-
structed temporary shelters against the eneniv's fire,

Colonel Magruder

-
N, Wik

Just at g o'vlock a. e the heavy coltimns of the encmy were
seen approaching rapidly and i good order, bt when Randolph
opencd on them at g:15 their organization was completely broken
up.  The encmy promptly replicd willy his artillery, fiving briskly
but wildly. e made an attempl at deplovment on onr right of the
Lle wis, however,
very promptly driven back by our artillery, a Virsinia company—
the Life Guards—iand Companies B Goof my regiment,. 1he
enemy attempted nodeyelopmenc within mnsketry range during the
day, except under cover of woods, fences or, paling.

Under cover of trees he moved a st rong column to an old ford,
some three-quarters of a mile helow, where 1 had placed a picket
of some forty men,  Colonel Magruder senl Captain Werth's com-
pany, of Monlague's command, with one howitzer, under Sergeant

Crane, to drive back this column, which was done by a single shot
from the howitzer, '

Lefore this a priming wire had been broken in the vent of the
howitzer commanded by Captain Brown, and rendered it uscless.

A foree estimardd ot 1500 wits noaw attempting Lo outtlank us
amd et in the rear of Lientenant Colonel Stuaet’s small command.
e was aceordingly directed o fall back, and the whole of our
advaneed troops were withdrawn, A this eritical moment 1 divect-
vl Licutenant Colonel Lee o eall Captain Dridgers oul of the
switthp, and ordered im o reacenpy the nearest advanced worlk,
ad ordered Capiain Ross, company O, Fiest Regiment, North
Caroling Volunteers, to the support of Licutenant Colonel Stuart.

These two captains, wih their companies, crossed over (o Ran-'
dolpl’s hattery, under a very heavy five, in a most gallant manner.
As Licntenant Colonel Stoart had withdewi, Captain Ross was
detaned at the chureh, near Randolpli's battery, Captain Dridgers,
nowever, erossed over amd drove the zonaves out of the advaneed
howitzer hattery, aml reocenpivd it

s dmpossible too overestimate this serviee. Ut
action in our favor.

In ohedience 1o orders from Colonel Magrider, Licutenant
Colonel Stuart warched bacle, and in spite of the prosenee of a foe
ten thmes his superior in number resumed i the most heroie man-
ner, possession of his entrenchpeits,

A fresh howitzer was carricd across and placed in the haltery, and
Captain: Avery, of Company G, was divected to defend it at all
hazards, We were now secnre as at the beginning of the fight, and
as vet hiud o man killede The enemvy, linding himsel§ foiled on our
rieht flank, next made his Gnal demonsteation on oure left, A strong
colimn, supposed to consist of volunteers from dilferent regiments,
and under commitnd of Captain Winthrop, aid-de-camp (o General
dutler, crossed over the ereck and appeared at the angle on our
left. “Those in advance had put on onr distinetive badge of a white
band around the cap, and they ericd out repeatedly, “Don't fire.”
This ruse was practiced to enable the whole columnn Lo get over the
creck amd form in good order. “Ihey now began 1o cheer most
hustily, thinking that onr work was open at the worge, and that they
could get in by a sudden rosh. Companies I and G, however, dis-
pelled the illusion by a cool, deliberate  and  well-directed  fire.
Colonel Magruder sent over portions of Companies G, C and Il of
my regiment 1o our support s annd now hegan as cool !irin_l_:' ol our
side as was ever witnessed,

The three ficld officers of the regiment were present, and but
few shols were fived withont (heir permission, the men repeal-
edly saving, “Mav 1 Are? 1 think | can bring him.” They were all
i high glee, and scemdcd to enjoy it as much as hoyvs do rabbit shoot-
g, Captain Winthrop, while most gallintly urging on his men,
was shot through the heart, when all vushed back with the utmost
precipitiation.

So far as my observation extended, e was the only one of (he
enemy who exhibited even an approximation to courage during the
whaole day. :

The fightat-the angle lasted but twenly minutes.
pletely discouraged the enemy, and he made no further effort at
assault, The house in front, which had served as a hiding place
for the enemy, was now fired by a shell from a howilzer, and the
outhouses and palings were soon in o blaze.  As all shelter was
now taken from him, the enemiy ealled in his troops and started
baek to Hampton.  As he had leit sharpshooters behind him i the
woods on our left, the dragoons could not advanee until Caplain
Hoke, of Company K, first North Carolina Molunteers, had thor-
oughly explored them,

As sbon s he gave the assurance of the road beinge elear Cap-

Douthatt, with some one humdred dragoons, in compliance
with Colonel Magruder's orders, pursied. The enemy in his haste
threw awiy himdreds of cinteons, haversacks, overcoals, ele., even
the dead were thrown out of the wagons.  Fhe pursuit soon be-
came a chise, and for the third time the enemy won the race over
the New Market course,

The bridge was torn up behind him, and our dragoons re-
turned to camp, There were not guite 800 of my regiment engaged
in the fight, and not one-hali of these drew (rigeer during the day.

AL remained manfully at the post assigned & them, and not a
man in the regiment bhehaved badly,  The companics nit enraged
were as much exposed, and renderad equal service with those par-
ticipating in the fight.  They deserve equally the thanks of the
country.  In fact, it is the most trying ordeal (o which soldiers can
be subjected, to receive a five awhich their orders forbid them to
return. Had a single company left its post our works would have
been exposed: and the constancy and discipline of the unengaged
companies cannot he ton highly commended,

A detachment of fifteen cadeéts from the North Carolina Military
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