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A (WORTHY CAUSE.
Although little has boon heard from

lit in on tho subjoct recently, Mayor
Buxton la Htlll enthused over his clVIc
Improvement plnua, and, aside from
his purpose of having conditions per¬
manently beltored, hu Is especially
anxious to have the city present the
best possible appearance before Oc¬
tober 4, when tho Virginia League of
Municipalities holds its animal meet¬
ing here. There will be people here
from all over the Stuto on the Ith
and ßth to attend the wessons of tho
League, ami oil the 0th great crowds
tiro oxpoctcd to come for the launch¬
ing of tho armored cruiser North
Carolina. Among various other dis¬
tinguished people who will be guests
of honor oir launching day will bu
Governor Bwanson, of Virginia; Gov¬
ernor Glonn, of North Carolina, and
Secretary of the Navy Bonaparte.
With the vlow of giving all these

people a pleasing impression of
Newport News und vicinity, as well
as lo "boost" civic Improvement gen¬
erally, tho mayor wlahos to urge
everybody to put in some good work
in tho "house cleaning" direction dur¬
ing tho next few weeks, lie pro¬
poses to bavo the city government do
Its part of the work. Tho unpavod
streets have been In had shape on
uccount of the continual rains this
summer, but the struct force has
found time lo begin work along the
Improvement, line by cutting down
weeds and grass on unpavod side-
walks.-
Tho mayor's appeal Is worthy of

thp serious and Immediate attention
of the public, ami every business man.
property owner nnd head of a house¬
hold should regard It as a personal
matter. Civic improvement, llko
charity and some other things, be¬
gins at home. A write-up In one of
the leading municipal magazines thij
week declares that only too often
tho man who goes about crying for
¦civic improvement does not see that
bis own back yard Is kept clean.

If a man lets weeds grow In hi/
back yard his neighbors.particular¬
ly If they nro bothered by mosqui¬
toes.will hardly pay a great deal of
attention to his pleas for betterment
of public conditions.

NO REA80N FOR DELAY.
On numerous occasions during th*

past six years the newspapers, the
mayon tho chief of police, commit¬
tee chairmen and others have called
to tho attention of tho council the
need of. having the city ordinances
codified and published. Once oi
twice appropriations for this purpo.se
have beon recommended by the fin¬
ance committee In tho annual bud¬
get, but the council lias never seen
fit to carry out such recommenda¬
tions. The only excuse offered is
that this is a thing that can wait;that it Is not an absolute necessity.Now It Is certainly true that the citv
can manage to exist without, havingIts ordinances codified, but it is
equally true that tho police records
could be kept in some sort of fashion
'on a slate instead of upon a proper
record book nnd that tho council
could hold Its meetings in Mayor
Suxton's office Instead of at tho city
hall.

It Is indeed very necessary that I lie
ordinances be published in properform. Under present conditions no
one in the city knows Just what or¬
dinances are in existence. Six years
ago, when the city was Just fott
years old, the city churter and the

various arts of the council were pub¬
lished in a very uout llttlu volume.
Since that time many of tho ordi¬
nances contained In that volume bnvu
been repealed, others have been
amended und scores of now measures
have been passed. Even a mini who
attends all council and cominittoo
meetings and keeps In close touch
with municipal affairs cannot remem¬
ber everything that has been dono
In six years and with tho records In
their present shape It Is almost Im¬
possible for one to get definite Infor¬
mation even front a closo examination
of the clerk's records.
'Such a slate of affairs should not

exist. It makes trouble for lie
police department and tile public
generally.

THE VALUE OF A RAILROAD.
The Oregon tax commissioners are

grappling with the most Important
phase of the railroad rnlo law. They
are trying to decide whether the
value of a railway is (he amount
formally turned In to the tax assessor
or whether It should he estimated
upon the selling value of the stock
of the company. All efforts to reach
a reasonable compromise between the
"taxation" value of the property and
Its mnrket value bus proved futile.
When the tax ussossor goes around
the owner becomes a pessimistic
bear; when a prospective purchase1.-
is on the string he becomes an op-
tlmlsllc bull. Corporations, however,
have no monopoly on those tactics,
although they undoubtedly, are the
most persistent and most llagraut tax
dodgers having probably gotten Into
the habit because of the Intangible
und lluctuuttng character of their se¬
curities and the doubt concerning the
real value of the franchises under
which hey operate.
Some fair and equitable method of

arriving at the true value of rail¬
road property should bo agreed upon,
not only because such knowledge \'i
necessary In llxlng upon the corpora¬
tion's fair share of the burden of
taxation, but because It Is bound to
prove a vital Issue In enforcing the
rule Inw. Is a "fair and reasonable
rale" a just return upon the real
cost of constructing and operating the
toad? If go, Is it right to make the
public hear tho burden of fat divi¬
dends oil watered stock, which rep¬
resents no value save the corpora¬
tions ability to hold up the public?

If Virginia's commissioner of agri¬
culture succeeds In luring to the fcr-
tllo fields of the Old Dominion tho
sturdy yeomanry of England be will
be the best Kölner of prosporty tho
State has had In a long time.

Mr. Nicholas Longworth evidently
Is an adept In (he versatile art of ex¬
plaining bow his "gang" opponents
do not amount to much.

The national literary bureau of th.i
Democratic party has gone out of
business because Its teachings wore
not In harmony with the government
ownership Ideas of Mr. Bryan; 'How-
over, one may feel like objecting to
the dominating influence of a single
personage, it must be true that the
bureau was not very (Irmly ground¬
ed In the principles it has been pro¬
mulgating, if |t permitted a single
speech "to put it out of business."

The ton-rout cotton dictum of the
growers will be heeded If the grow¬
ers cannot secure the staple for less
money.

Of all the crimes thus far charged
against Hippie, the hank looter, his
peculiar brand of hypocrisy Is tho
worst.

NEW METHODS IN INSURANCE.

Metropolitan Company Issue an Inter¬
esting Statement.

Tho Metropolitan Life Insurance
Company, of New York, has just dis¬
tributed some official Information In
the form of a statement which would
be quite unprecedented in the history
of life insurance were It not for iho
fact that this same Institution has
before treated its policyholders to
similar surprises.
The company announces that It has'

declared and Is paying a cash divi¬
dend upon Its Industrial policies ma¬
turing in 1000, amounting to more
than two millions of dollars. Tho
full significance of this action is ap¬
parent when the nature of the Met¬
ropolitan Life's Insurance contract is

Dr, Lyon's
PERFECT

Tooth Powder
Cleanses and beautifies tno
teeth and purifies the breath.
Used by people of refinementfor over a quarter of a century.

Convenient for tourist s.
PREPARED BY

PROPER CDOnnmiES forMEN

What a Lot of Smiths There Are.
YdiiiiK Smiths anil old Smiths

.rich Smiths and poor Smiths.
decent Smiths and shady Smiths
.Smiths '.'ho como over In tho
Mayflower anil Smiths who. don't
know tho difference between May¬
flower and corn flour. When you
come to think of It. what a tre¬
mendous dllferenco there Is in
Smiths. You'd surely not accord
tho same social reception to the
auto Smith and Ihe trolley Smltn
.to tho giver of libraries.and li¬
brary builder. Of course not.
bosh.fiddlesticks! and suctt like!
Hut why in all reason don't you re¬
alize that If the more name of
Smith doesn't put all its owners
Into one class, the mere fact of
fifty or sixty makes of hats happen¬ing to bear the same price resemb¬
lance doesn't count for a hang, ifthoro Isn't a quality sameness to
keep It company. It isn't fnlr to
compare our $:! .ml. with any otherhat sold at tho same price, its
what you get not what you givethat counts. Measure us by our
own standard. Size us up by thorule of Smith. Don't, put us on nprice basis of comparison.

2715 WASHINGTON AVENUE.

understood. This company Is In no
souse mutual. It does not "estimate"
Or guess at what it will be able lo
pay tin Insured person when his poll
cy matures, but agrees to pay a defin¬
ite, specified sum In return for a def¬
inite, specified premium paid by tho
insured according to contract.

It need not be assumed that the
Metropolitan Life desires to post; us
a philanthropic Institution. Undoubt¬
edly Its growth In popular favor and
Its tremendous accession of new bus¬
iness year after year are in part due
to voluntary application of profit. It
may ihe "all business" but If so, it
Is the sort of broad gauge, open-
handed business thai might be widelyImitated with good results to all con¬
cerned.

SHAW IN NORTH STATE.

North Carolina Citizens Welcome Dis¬
tinguished Visitor.

(By Associated Press.)
CHARLOTTE, N. C, Sept. 11..Sec¬

retary of the Treasury Leslie M.
Shaw, addressed a largo audience of
representative people at Statesvillc
today at noon. He delivered practi¬
cally the same speech ho made at
Salisbury last night. He was accom¬
panied to Statesvllle by a number of
prominent Republicans, among them.
Congressman Spencer Blackburn, by
whom he was introduced.
Following the speaking in the opera

house, the secretary was tendered a
public reception at the Hotel Ircdcll,
und after the reception was given u
drive over the city and suburbs. The
people! Irrespective of party, joined
in the reception to the distinguished
visitor during his stay at Statesvillc,
as they have elsewhere and he was
profoundly impressed with the hospi¬
tality of Norlh Carolinians.
Tonight ho left for Ashevllle, ac¬

companied by Internal Revenue Col¬
lector Brown, of the Western North
Carolina district.
He Is scheduled to speak in Ashe-

ville tomorrow and in Knoxville,
Tonn., Thursday.

BOTH DUELISTS KILLED.

Conductor and Contractor Kill Each
Other on Train.

(By Associated Press.)
MACON. OA.. Sept. 11..Lee W.

I licks until recently a stockman in)this city, was shot and killed today
at Brookvllle, Fla. He was a con¬
ductor of a train.
Lee W. Hicks, and J. M. lllggln-

bbtham, a contractor, of Brookville,
fought a duel with pistols on (ho
plat form of a car as the train was
leaving the station. Both men worekm°d

- *1 S^**'
$1.200 Fire at Woodstock.

(Special to the Unity Press.)
WOODSTOCK, VA., Sept. 11..The

residences of Dr. I). 1). Carter and D.
D. Davis were damaged by fire this]morning. The loss U estimated Tit
$1,200.

They were from the codtit/j, «<»
their tlrst visit to London, nnd a notice
In their hotel puzzled them consider
ably. It ran: "Breakfasts. 8 to 11; lunch¬
eons, 12 to 2; teoB, 3 tp 5: dinners. 0 to
8; suppers, 8 to 11." "Say, Ciargvi''
said one to the other, "'cordln' to thlt
ycre, there bean't so vary much tolm*
fer solghtscoln.' ".St. James' Gazettf

J AdvnntnK« of llrlnat a Brate.
"Do you think nnlmnls feel pain a)

deeply as wo do?"
"I've never studied the subject, but

It Is safe to say that they don't worrj
na much ns wo do over pains that bavij
not yet bc?u felt."-Chicago Record

true to mm
Clerk Refuses $25,000 to Give

up His Best Girl.

BROKER WANTS THE YOUNG WOMAN
Three Offers Made to the Boy But
He Rejects Them all With Scorn-

Both of the Young Persons Work
in Adjoining Offices In Gotham.

(By Associated Press.)
NEW YORK, Sept. 11..Frederick

Kilcy. twenty years old, private sec¬
retary to W. It. Collins, a trustee of
the Equitable Life Assurance Society,
was made his sixth offer today by
Wall Street broker, io »;lve up his at¬
tentions to tils sweetheart, Miss Clara
Thleht of Brooklyn,
The broker, in a telegram, offered

the young man $25,001) if he would de¬
sist in his attentions to his nineteen-
year-old fiancee.

.Miss Thiele Is a stenographer em¬
ployed by .lohn N. Ryan, also a brok¬
er for the IC initahle, whose office
adjoins that of Mr. Collins. Mr.
Klley plainly showed perturbation to¬
day when It was made known to
him that the story of the offer had
become public.

"I'd like to know how this affair,
which concerns but three people, be¬
came public," he said, "but I won'1,
deny that it is true.

"I have been bothered for three
months by the man who wants me
to give up Miss Thiele, and there ii
more hcTlilid the a Hair I ban I can
toll at present. 1 will say that $25.-
000 Is no inducement for me to give
up my sweetheart."
The young woman Is exceedingly

pretty and Is mi accomplished swim¬
mer.

"I met the man. who has been
following mo so assiduously, about a
year ago," said Miss Thiele, "but
have never been out anywhere with
hint. He has proposed marriage to
me, but I have always refused him."

V Much l:\acKcrntcil.
"Tell me," said the Inquisitive for

eigner, "do American girls affect men's
clothes?"
"No," replied the gallant native, "not

to any extent."
"Well. well. Is that really true?"
"Well, of course, a little rouge maystick to tho shoulder of a fellow's coal

occasionally, but then It's easily brushed
off.".Philadelphia Press.

CIiomm nuil Intellect.
It Is doubtful whether a great chess

player Is often, we are sure be Is nol
of necessity, to be regarded as a mail
of powerful Intellect. It has novel
been shown that the greatest masters
of the grime were men with big brains
for anything out chess..Loudon Sat¬
urday Review.

Her Plea For Delay.
"Will you bo my wife, Jane?"
"Will you ask tue again, John?"
"Why?"
"Because I'd like to look round a lit'tie before I give you the direct unswer.".Cleveland Plain Denier.

For Hralenle nrnnnni,
Mistress-Why have you not sweptthis morning? Servant.For hygienic

reasons. Madame raises the dust sufll-
clently with tho train of her skirt. Wo
must give the microbes a little rest..Paris Armnlcs.

When men are friends there Is no
need of justice, but when they are Juetthey still need friendship..ArlstoL'o.

NATURE'S WARNING.

Newport News People Must Recognize
and Heed It,

Kidney ills conto quietly.mys¬
teriously.
Put naluro always warns you

through the urine.
Notice tho kidney secretions.
Sec if the color is unhealthy.
If there are scuiings and sediment.
Pasages too frequent, scanty,

painful.
It's time then to use Doan's Kid¬

ney Pills,
To ward off Blight's Disease or dia¬

betes.
Doan's have done great work In

Newport News.

J. W. Ohandler, day clerk in Hotel
Lexington, says: "When a man is
annoyed with pain in the small of
tho back and the kidney secretions
eontain a sediment llko brick dust,
he may be certain that his kidneys
rcqulro attention. To know this Is
one thing, but what to do under the
clrcumstunccs Is orten a mystery.
My advice to anyone aware of these
complications is to go to Allen's
drug store for Doan's Kidney Pills
and tajko a course of tho treatment.
Two boxes so strengthened my kid¬
neys that when their action became
normal 'lie backache ceased."
For sale by all dealers. Prlco 50

cents. Foster-Milburn Co., Buffalo,
N. Y., sol>3 agents for the United
Slates. \
Remember the name.Doan's.and

p'te no othery

Capital Dry Goods House
-WASHINGTON AVENUE AT 30TH STREET=

The Store That Saves You Money.

ODDS AND ENDS
Pairs of Lace Curtains
at half Price. ......

A Big Lot, but only one or two pairs of a kind. Take
advantage of this Sale and save half.

Tapestry Portieres, worth $2.48, f qOGo at a pair. * .vo
Sale of New Dark Plan*

noicttes, style* suitable
for Wrappers, regular
124c. kind, To-day at
a yard,

lOc

Yard wide Percales, Mill
ends lengths of 24 to
10 yards, regular 124c
values, at a yard,

lOc.
NEW FALL DRKSS GOODS at 2r>o. yard. A

Special Bargain. Table piled high with New
and Stylish Dress Goods. Choice of
the lot. -Wv.

MARINE
For the People
Of ihe People
Bi the People
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President,
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An l.irr<-t>!«jit* ArcaaBtfon.
"The favorite horse of tlio Chinese

Emperor Tsl," Bald n Chinese states¬
man, "died through negligence on tho
part of the royal master of tho horse.
The emperor was so enraged at this
that he drew his sword and would
have run tho careless functlounry
through the body.
"But the learned mandarin, Yen-

tse, struck up tho emperor's sword,
raying:
" 'Sire, this man bns not yet been

formully accused of any crime. He de¬
serves to die, but his nceusatlon should
come first. It is the law.'
" '"Well,' said the emperor, 'tell me

what be bns done.'
" 'Listen, you rogue,' said the man-

itlarln, turning to the trembling master
of the horse.'listen to a catalogue of
your heinous offenses. In the first
place, you have allowed a horse to
perish Hint bis majesty had Intrusted
jto your care. In the second place, It
la on your account that tho emperor
became so exasperated that ho was
^actually ou the point of disgracing
tiimself tu nil bis people's eyes by
tilling n man for the sake of a horse.'

j " 'Enough,' said the emperor, nppre-
rlatlug the rebuke. 'Let him go. lie
Is pardoned.' "

Brenklno; II Gently.
"Laura," said Sir. Ferguson ns ho

buttered a biscuit and passed bis cof¬
fee cup for n second (Illing, "I don't
miss nnytblng, but after I bad come in
last night, about 11:30, I found the
house had been broken into. Some¬
body had smashed a pane of glass in n
basement window, crawled Inside nnd
Bunde his way up the stairs to the first
jfloor. There hasn't been nnytblng dis¬
turbed In the pantry, the china closet
or tho sideboard, has there?"
j "No," answered Mrs. Ferguson.
j"Rut, mercy, who could It liave been
nnd what do you suppose he wnnted?"
I "I suspect," be rejoined, clearing his
.thront, 'thnt I.or.did It myself nn/.\
jthat 1 wnnted to get ,Inside without
disturbing anybody. You bad nil gone
to bed. nnd I had left my latchkey Id
my other trouscs. It will cost about
,.25 cents to repair the bnsement win-
Mow. The weather rann, I see, pre-
jdlcts possible showers for today.".
Chicago Tribune.
I-

Don; Il-iy» and rialtlea.
There Is uot the remotest connec¬

tion between dog nays nnd rabies; in¬
deed, the records show that the fewest
cases of rabies occur in July and Au¬
gust. There are more eases In April,
November tied Decent tier than in ,iuy

» other months..Spriuglleld L'nlou,

CUT THIS OUT
And Sign.

Good For Oue Bottle Of

Koca-Nola
Wherever Sold In The City.

Newport News Bottling Co.
Local Agents.

Applicant.

''Some can eat
And have no meat,
And some have meat
And cannot eat."

but of these, <vo would choose the
formen as what is lifo to a person
hound in indigestion's fetters; weak,
nervous and languid, and a physical
wreck? Tho answer to this question
is woll known to thousands over this
broad land, that have never grasped
tho opportunity of using tho famous
KELLUM'S SURE CURE FOR INDI¬
GESTION, that has cured so many
peoplo and made them "live" again,
after thoir lifo had become a burden
to them. This preparation contains
nothing harmful to an infant; or is
perfectly harmless, and also perfectly
costless if it docs not cure your Indi¬
gestion. Sample bottles free. Fifty
cents and ono dollar at all druggists.

Sultan of Turkey Has Cancer.
CONSTANTlNORLl'l Sept. 11..

Sultan Abdul Hamid II., Is alfllcted
willi cancer. This is tho latest ex¬
planation of the Illness of tho Turk¬
ish ruler.


