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EFORE the fad'ng ember*
of ¦ grate tire. Parrish
MortM sal alone .Outside,
the snow was falling in
nebulous, transcendent

beauty, clinging tu the coats of
luerry makers on their way to

Christmas eve festivities and swat hing
all in a hin.» scarf of white Chimes
ot distant bells proclaiming "Peace on

earth, good will to men," distilled their
euphony across the glinting night- but
Parrisb. In the brooding shadows of
his bachelor home, paid no hood
What did Christmas eve mean to him
- to hi in whom the Cod of Plenty had
given money and fame, the plaudits of
his fellows, and all else loved by a

man with but the frost-marks of time
at his temple -and having given these,
had passed to him the sparkling shell
ot the champagne of lore only to dash
it with a leer of derision at his feet?
Of what use were Hie riches and the
approval of the world'" How could
vaiu pomp and popular praise make
up for the loss of that which every
good man craves -love. a pure
woman and the thousand Incentives
that have their awakening beside the
tow head's crib and in that holy hour
when tousled curls lay lightly on a

father's breast?
And all the Christmas eves to come!

How cheerless and how lonely they
would be with Verona gone.Verona
who had come to bim from the death¬
bed of a strangely beautiful woman in
New Mexico.
He was searching for color In the

hills when he stumbled upon the
s< ene the stranded wagon in the foot¬
hills, the mother upon w hose face was

the pallor of death, the stunned, half-
realizing child with the glorious gold¬
en hair and the lips like twin cher¬
ries. With her last breath the grief-
stricken mother told brokenly of a

h':sband who had died en route, of
their efforts to make Lm Vegas, how
the son had gone on ahead for the
doctor, and how in despair she had
waited and waited his return. That
night just as the great, pitiless black-

Their Lips Met in a Plighting Kiss.
I

ness threw Its mourning rohe across

tbe canyon, the woman died! j
How vividly it all came back to Par¬

rish Morton now as he buried his face
In bis hands before the crackling em¬

bers of the lingering fire' How Verona
dung to him in her terror and sobbed
for her mother, sobbed for her father
and her brother' Was ever a child so

bereft, so desolate?
And he had taken her home with

him and placed her In the hands of his,
capable housekeeper and as time
passed snd no record of her kin could
be found, he had advanced her Into
his heart.Into the most sacred corner

of his great heart and watched her

grow into a beautiful maturity, a full
blown rose of womanhood with eyes
like the depths of quiet brooks snd
tbe face of an angel, with red lips
raddier stil! and tantaliztngly sweet!
And then the blow fell' The resll

ration that be loved her and that he.
her protector, must preserve her \
sgainst that love, for she was bul 17
and he was 3.1. then.and he had
promised her mother out In tbe New
Mexican foothills that he would cars

for her aod keep her from the pitfalls
as b»-s» hr could'

Ah. how Im.elv tbe place was when
he had sent her away to arhool. to a

distant school where he might not
have to endure tbe peia of *< hag h- r

often snd bow she hsd looked into
bis eyes et porting with the half
pleading half understanding eyes of a'
young rabbi»r*iiddesly net face to

fa c lr. some leafstrewn hollow in the
autumn woods'

l|. had kissed her la his old. pa¬
ternal way and h< heart aggrieved
bad sent subtle glances of bewilder
men; «e flssh sad play within those
orbs whose depths be dared not

sound' I
ABd »0 Ivo« n-eetlng her he had

acme on a distant miwioe kept bim
,. 'f aloof for two years, while absence
B»s4« tbe beert grow fonder sad the
memory of ber thrilled him as tbe
soft careeslag ft*ger> of

strings ot swr gjaHail

hl» i.-tutii. »he had wiltUu Ulm (hat

tut hud made plan» for i'hrUtuu-s Iba*,

might detain her at Sussex, but «he

wNhed inn: * Very intrry Christmas,
irtehod (hat he might find his heart
tilled with joy at again being beneath
the old loot tree wished (hat thin
Oturi»tuias might be the happiest uf
all the Christmates he had ever ex-

]h rleie ed. and lastly assured him that
she was sending lain a memento of
the season, whleh (he hoped he would
i herlsh and love fur her Hake

Parrivb Morton repeated the words
sadly Kor her take! Ah, for her
bake!"

If she but knew what he would do
for her lake were it possible' Hut.
no. thv was not for him The violet
and the cosmos are Incongruous.
Youth und late summer ate not born
to trip hand in hand across the fields
Klysiun Into Agapeuiuite.
The bell rang sharply, lie heard

Phlpps' soft tread upon the stairs, and
listened Yes. It was she There was

no mistaking the rippling cadence of
that sweet-throated bird of passage
Turning, he pressed a button and the
room was sparkling with light. At the
top of the stair he stood hesitating.
striding to gain control of himself At
the foot, she paused, made him a knack
"coiiitesy" aud held out her arms:

"Oh. Far., dear old Par.. 1 have
brought you your Christmas present
Instead:" i
The attitude, the look In her eyes,

tiie irresistible enchantment of her
beauty flooded hi in wi'h impelling
power. What did she mean'' Was it
herself she was offering? Kor a brief
moment he stood swaying to the
mighty impulse within him. Standing
stupified there, he remembered, as she
hounded toward Mas! Ha must not.
he could not.
And then, as he was about to sweep

aside all the posltiveness of his duty,
all the negatives and forbearances and
give free impulse to bis heart, there
came a step behind her She heard
and turnine as she was about to enter
the teaming haven of his eager arms,
cried: l

"Ob. pardon me, Mr. Morton, let me
introduce Marshall Marriott. He.*'

Suddenly the stairs went black be¬
fore him. He realized now! She was

bringing him a Christmas surprise,
the man she loved, the.
Somehow he managed to greet the

Stalwart young fellow with the frank
eyes, in a maze of conflicting pain
and surprise he did the duties of a

host, and when Verona aud her es¬

cort had been shown to their rooms to
dress, be slipped into the den and
cast himself into the great arm (hair
before the pulseless coals of the fire
place.

"Lost* Lost!" kept ringing in his
cars, and with a groan of anguish he
once more buried his face In his
hands and gave way to a man's
grief. In vain he tried to reason

with himself that it were better so.

He should not have expected or even

dared to think it might have been
otherwise. He was too old for her.
She was sunshine, he was the somber
cloud- but. oh. how he loved her' And
for the moment he had thought she
meant to give herself. The misery of
it all! The heartache of it!

Suddenly, behind him he beard a
rustle, the frou-frou of a woman's
gown, and over the side of his great
chair a warm arm stole softly against
his neck.
"Oh. Par., what is it. dear* What

have I done? What."
Instinctively in the darkness he felt

the frightened rabbit look, the appeal¬
ing gaze. Summoning all his reserve

strength, lie said, with scarcely a

tremor in his voice:
"Nothing dear, nothing to offend. I

am glad- glad-for you. If be is
worthy. If." .

"If.if. he.is worthy.oh, yon
goose. I see it all now'" In a flash
she threw her arms about bis neck.
Her face was close to bis. How soft
and warm and soothing her flesh was!
"He- he is my brother, lost that day
in the foothills of New Mexico. I.I
have Just found him I -thought you
would be glad.I wanted to surprise
you.I.I.don't you want your
Christmas present?" in desperation,

With a mighty heart throb be
reached about and drew ber to him
Tenderly, tremblingly he clasped his
arms about her and us their lips met
in a plighting kiss, a tiny name spring¬
ing as from the heart of an ash-cov
ered sapphire, flamed up from the
grate and sent the shadows scurrying.
Phipps coming to announce dinner,
stood transfixed. Then, a broad grin
upon his face, be slipped softly away
chortling to his inmost self:
"Lawd' U«d' Dere sure am gwine

C be a weddlo' lr. this yeah house
afore another Christmas eve' Yas'ir'"

A Quickly-Made Present.
Most women know what it Is to be

short of a present on the last day or

so before Christmas. If one has plen¬
ty of money to go out and bay a gift
this need ¦ ause little worry, otherwise
quickly made gif«* are In order
One that ran be turned out in a few

minutes Is on* of the aew balrptn
cases This la made of the flu-r that
is u;ed in women's artlflrial pompa¬
dours, only of a silvery white color

TKe Pose ef Jec»cho.
We are told that the rose of Jericho,

which Is also called Mary s rose,

sprang Of along the path of the Holy
Kaiaily after tbey left Hetblehem. and
Mossoreed brightly wherever tbey rest
ed. This flower which bloomed at the
birth of Christ showed its syotpalby
by closing at his cruelflxioa. only to

opes again at tin resurrection

A Christmas Thovnht
So may each year be happier than

th< last, fffhl not one sweaoeet brother
or sr»t< r debarred of Me ebsre of the

grit Creator * good gifts' - Charles

HOW TO MAKE THE HOLIDAY
PARTIES MOST ENJOYABLE.

A Number of Came* That Will Prove
Pleasing for Both Old and
Young at the Yuletid*

Seaton.

By Mary Dapson.
The wealth of nt-vv game: - sogre.it

of lad- year* that the eiit. rtaim I is

apt tu overlook the sph-udld old
games, many ot arhsch ke.ee |(>e>
been surpassed. II. indeed, we car.

equal Iliem Old favorites are s|>eelai
I> good for Christmas reunion gather
Digs because In most cases they re¬

quite no advunce preparation und are

easily grasped by the few to whom:
they are unfamiliar *

One such sport Is that called "act-j
iug adjectives To play It nur mein

set of the company leaves the room.]
and each person remuiiilng agrees,
upon a certain adjective, which he or

she will act out when called on to do|
so. When the retiring player is re

raited Fee asks someone in the group;
a question This pluycr must then an
swer iti a way which will illustrate
the adjective assigned to him. Thus,
a player who has takeu the word
"noisy will bawl his reply, and at the
same time contrive to let a book-tall
to the Moor w ith a loud lap
The man or girl representing "fuel

turn" must reply In as few words as

possible, and so forth As soon us the
guesser has divined one of the con
ccaled words he takes a chair in the
circle, while the person whose adjec¬
tive he guessed withdraws from the
room

".Magic music" makes ¦ lively mini
her in the program, played In this
way. One person is chosen to hide
the coin or ring. AM the rest with¬
draw-, with the exception of the per¬
son who will play the piano. The per¬
son holding the ring then hides It, ac¬

quainting the musician with Its where
abouts. and the company Is read
mltted I
The players now arrange themselves

in a row. each one with his hands on

the shoulders of the person In front
of him. One player, the leader, head¬
ing the procession. When the music
starts the line of boys and girls goea
oh in search of the ring, guided In
this by the music. This, of course,
plays loud and cheerily as the object
is approached, slow and dolefully
when the procession is headed in the
wiong direction, and faintest when
they are fmthest from the prize.
"Thought transference" is not pre¬

cisely a game of contest, but there are
few better ways to interest a party of
guests, and whatever the psychologic
explanation of the phenomenon, it
?ever fails to create amusement. To
arrange It the person to be "subject"
is sent out of the room. Two players
arc appointed to transfer the thought,
and these decide upon what simple
stunt the player will be required to
perform. Thus, he may be required
to pick up a hook, to arrange a cush¬
ion, or to touch the keys of the piano.
The rest of the company is informed
what the required stunt will be.
The "subject" Is then readmitted,

and these who are to guide him stand
on each side and hold bis hands
These thought transferers. as well at

the rest of the compsny. then centet
their minds upon the thing to be done
In eight cases out of ten the "subject'
then wends his way, still holding the
hands of the other two, towards tb*
appointed object, and does what is re

- quired of him.
It is most exciting. The audience

will probably demand several "sub
jects" and experiments before theit
curiosity is sated.
A new game which will appeal tr

active, lively girls, as well as to tht
boys, is color base This Is a splendlc
frolic for the hall or living room, and
can he played in quite close quaaters

Back member of the company but
one is given a certain color or shade
which will represent his personal
safety, since, when standing with a

foot or band on something of that
coior he cennot be tagged The re

maining player is made "catch'' and
pursues the fugitives around the room

He must remember the colors given tc
each, as tbe pursued, when in a tight
fix. will try to deceive h'm Dy touch
ing some color no-, theirs,
When tbe cstch succeeds in catch

!ng some one off base snd tngging him
he change* places with tbe p- rsot

caught. It adds to the fua to give tht
. 3tth a long, flexible sties with r

hsndle of raw cotton dipped la flout
tied to one end. with which to tag.
Now for a sit-down game while

l»gs and arm« are resting and plsyerr
tske breath A grod one is a contest
seeing wbo can write down the longest
list of words suggesting or belonging
to tbe Yultide season Pass around
blank cards and penc ils and allow 11
minutes f->r*workln; up tbe lists Much
a list will Include tbe words, holly
rristietoe. St. Nick. Christmas carol
salts, yele. yule log gif:. greeting
Christmas bos. snapdragon holtdey*
sad a long BBS of related terms Otv.
a prize to the player whost Iis« proses
long rt
To carry the fun s bit further on

get two pictures as large as possible
rrpreecailag tbe Chrtatmae aaint
Ads or illustrations from berk nun

hers of periodicals will do Cut eact
Sirtare lato six or eight seeeee aar*
hiev tbe pieces in odd nooks snd cor

.era around the ron« When tbe si;;
nal Is gives ssay-rs Lurry a-rey hj
scerrb of tbe fragments As sosm a
a player has found s piece he cease
to search, and all those wto he*
fooatf BMasak-s r«*ns»*are to r*l'
them tefrthar. a:i C^sse who On

fragments are cum), d to draw fur the
plite.a Christinas book This uiak. s

u most ext Itlna s. ramble gaiuv. »iure

it ta not until both plot urea art* coin

pleled that th« uusu. veseful pl»>ers
give Up bop*
When the I'Olupalu does Uot Include

ihlldicu too >ouuk lo read or write,
composing a PtsrlsfM story makes a

pleasant uastluu The players are

given penny blauk books and aaaakUi
aud each Is called on to name a Moid
which must be woven Into the story
each writes. These words everybody
puts do., ii Twenty minutes Is allowed
in which to think out Christmas
stories or Incidents and fur putnug
them iuto words \i the end of the
contest the stoi e-s am read aloud and
voted on The I" st is awarded a

prize. If auy Morj tails to include
ail the given won!. It Is uot .ut.:..I
lu the competition
The best place to play this game at

around a large table which affords
loom for the different papers, pen. Iis
and elbows

_
I

Have for the centerpiece of the MIS
per table at this Christmas party a

large Cake Iced in white, with wreath
01 artificial holly and a crown of red
.undies In the .enter have a tiny
Santa Clans, with or without reindeer,
and a slei : h
Krom the cake run scarlet ribbons,

terminating In souvenirs at the differ
eut covers.

Serve for the refreshment hot oyster
soup and crackers old sliced tongue
and potato or chicken salad, followed
by Ice cream and cake or a dainty Jelly
or custard Then offee. wafers and
. heese
Wrap tiny bonlxuis In squares of tin¬

foil and pour a little alcohol over

them on a metal tray Lot the guests
snatch them from the flames with
their fingers

FOLDING STAND FOR TREE

One That Can Be EaiMy Made and
Which May Br Kept for Fu¬

ture Use.
-I

The accompanying cut shows a

simple way to bWka a support tor a

Christmas tree. >ays the Scientific
American. The material should be of
bard or tough wood that will not split
easily
Make three pieces like A. of 7.x?

inch strip, also three pieces like C. uf

Folding Tree Stand.

Jallfh laab strip, and one piece like ft;
for this the bottom of a peach basket
will do very well In the center of the

disk B bore a 2-inch hole to receive
the sharpened base of the tree. Kasten
the C pieces to the under side of the
disk B with screws, llore holes in the
arms of each C piece to Just receive a

three-inch wire nail. In the top of
each leg, A. as shown. Insert a small
nail or screw to form a point that
will press into the tree. Now place
a leg. A. in the slot sawed out of C.
aud pass a three-inch wire nail through
the boles.
When the Christmas tree Is taken

down the legs may be unhinged and
the stand folded and packed away for
use nest year.

A. V SKAKIXG. JR.

PRETTY NECKPIECE OF LACE

Otrls are busy these days making
elaborate neckpieces of lace and sa

tin. or adt and ribbon The one shown
In the sketch is made from wbite fig

' ured filet net attached to a blgh.1
boned stock of black satin The bow

In front, and the jabot, are mere'v
pinned on and can be replaced by oth
era

Christmas Decoration.
A simple Cbrtetasaa decoration *or

the dirtng room la to bang the chaa
eelter with greens and boily and from
that carry loosely loa« ropes of ground
pine to each corner of the room, thus
¦takln« s canopy for the fabJb A bit
of mlet'etoe skillfully introduced
wnere all will have to paee ander it

tn leoviaa the rocaa may add to tte
fun la the center of the iahte toy a

tray, aad oa that a glees or copper
howl of holly, frorte* aa though It
had )u»: cotoe from the srtntry Md
Kor the fa%ors to be ksaf down Hy taw
store cards there are tiny earthen

China Jug
Willi Fach f.0c Purchase of Our Teas.
Coffees and Baking Powders, Can
Spices or Extracts this week, we give
free a fancy China Jug. neat and at¬
tractive.

Leaders for Christmas Week:
SKROEfl RA18IN8,

.1 packages.
CUBANBD CIUK \M

". pankag.-s .

Cl INBCBJUKB,
.! quarts .,

M \l..\t; % OB U*BS,
i> pi und .

R \ PI UM PtfDDINO. IB.
and . -too

cub

c o u

25c
i v»U

CLUBTBB RAISINS, tHasket

un . lviIi

MIXED NUTS,
Ihs.

NONA BUCH MINCI
large pack¬
age .

aflCAT,
20c

l Ivpial In I lie pkKSI.

Extra Checks With Tea, Coffee and Groceries
11 check* with I ran Making powder .50c
4 sestets with i aodtai (extracts .25c
I i lnek with 1 can Sultana S pice . 10c
I checks with .! pkgs ASP Minee Meat .25c
1 cÜBOl with I bottle Manzanllla Olives .?. i0c
1' chocks with I bottle Hoyul Salad Dressing .23c
:: checks with I bottv mtjml Stand Dressing.39c
L' checks with 7 cakes AiVP Uiiiiidry Soup .25c
l eSoek with i bottle cider Vinegar .10c
I chi ck with 1 pkg pens' IkmetkM .10c
1 check with I ean Shrimp .12c
1 check with ^ boxes Double Tin Matche» .10c
1 ( heck with I cake AAP Premium ein colnte .10c

FANCY ELGIN CREAMERY
BUIiER

35c Per Pound.

BEST FAMILY FLOUR,
Retailed at Wholesale

Prices.

Deliveries:
Phoebus A
Euckroe B'h
Tuesday.

Hampton
Wednesday.

Boulevard
Thursday

FHOHiS

2603
Wash in^-
toii Ave.

Watt, Doxey & Walt The Busy Store

Women's Handkerchiefs
When in doubt give Hundken hi. fs.Is n pretty sal"- rule fo fol¬

low. Ksperially strong Ml few? regu'ar lines of women's Handker¬

chiefs til inc. U'/ic and 2üc.als < our Initiale»! Handkerchiefs, put

up half a do/en In a box Bay.75c
See our hand drawn work Hundken h.efs. trimmed with fine

l.ve edge al Ida and our handsomely embroidered all linen Hand¬

kerchiefs, obm In a box for .$1-00
STORE OPEN EVENINGS. MM^SssaSs * - I

Watt, Doxey & Watt
2S0D11 Washingtoü Aw. Newport Newe, V»#

A Valuable Christmas Present!
for your son or daughter would be a scholarship

i ;aaur :i \ ^ the

International Business College,
FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING. Newport News. Va.

J. M ItKSSI.KH, President. C A. HANSON, Principal
Beil 'Phone 350.

Special Rates til Jan. 3rd I910

I*Private Loans**
We are making PRIVATE LOANS to everybody of $0.0« snd np-
wards on their PLAIN NOTE, ipnk.-r and cheaper than any -jtber
company In Newport News Von get the money on short notice and
all our transactions are strictly CONFIDENTIAL. Our plan makes
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING easy Yost can repay us the loan In small
weekly or monthly in-ta Iments to stilt your own convenience.

IP YOU OWE ANOTHER COMPANY we will p.:f ih»m off and
aovar.ee you more money af a cheaper rate, i all. write or phone
and we Wut gladly explain our terms, etc

SOUTHERN LOAN CO.
Cor, 29tb and Washington Are. Kntrsnr* M7 c*th St.

Beil Phone 188. A Newport News, Va.

Hereafter I will
patronize home

Industry.
Smoke PRINCE
JOE Cigars. 5c.

Prompt
Service
When you notify «» by tele-

phoM <>r otherwise to rail tor
your package, w<> don't say
nil rlgkt," und then wait Hbout
two days beiore come for
.t. We call lbs same day.
within a few hours generally.
In a few minutes If you are In
a hurry.and we deliver the
laundered clothing at the time
agreed ni»on. Rood work and
IMdini't service does the coin-
blnatloa appeal to you? I'ut -,ia
to the teat.

Hotel Warwick
Laundry

119 Twenty fourth street.
Both 'Phones, No. 10.

HAULING
PROMPTLY DONE

From aPARCEL
Ij An ENGINE
FREIGHT, BAGGAGE, FURNI¬
TURE AND SAFES, CARE¬
FULLY AND PROMPTLY
MOVED.

VIRGINIA
TRANSPORTATION

COMPANY
REASONABLE RATES

STORAGE WARSHOUtS
514 520 27th St

and WOOD
i cord Pino Wood $1.75
i cord Mixed Wood $1.80
i cord Oak Wood $1J8

No extra charge for splitting.
All coal w. Ii screened and kept o»-

der sheds, both wood and coal belag
delivered perfectly dry.

Distilled lei Ce.
35th St. and C. A O Ry.

Bell 'Phone OS. etat, '¦him ffthV

OYSTERS FOR XMASi
J Fine Oysters js our specialty, sad
1 we have the best on the bay.by the
! gallon, bushel, barrel or car loads.
Nothing better to send for Christ¬
mas presents to friends. We give aS
shipping orders prompt, personal at*
tention.

Also Fish of all kinds.Salmon.
Halibut. Smelts. Fresh CYdflsb. Spaa-
ish Mackerel. Kock Fish, etc
LOBSTERS CLAMS. GAME.

POULTRY, Etc
Spet ialty of supplying ships st the

lowest price.

NEWPORT NEWS FISHA
OYSTER CO.

?507 Washington Ave. Sell phone 544.
Shipping House. Pier A, Newport

News. V*.

J. W. COURTNEY
COAL and W00I
«a Cord Ptae Wood .

% Cord Mixed Wood.
<4 Cord Oak Wood .
Also job lot of Wood, oak or Ptae.
fl^O for quarter of cord.

v Tira charge for spMtleg. <|
j heat grades of coal at the loa sat

427 Twenty seceod St.

Botti tbonos SO
_«m

J. W. JACKSON & CO.
PAPER MANGtSO. PAlNTiaaj,

Plate «nd gheot dUaaa.

I


