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1 EFORE the fuding embers
P of u grate  fire, Purrish

Morton sat alone. Outside, !
O the snow was  falling in!
1 nebulous transcendont
beauty, clinging to  the n of
werry wakers on their way to

Christmas eve festivities and swathing
wll i ou My scart of white, Chlies
of distant bells proclulming “Peace on
carth, good will to wen,” distilled their
vnphony weross the glinting night—but
Parrish, in the brooding shadows of
his bachelor bome, patd no  heed
What did Christmas eve moan to him

to bl whom the God of Plenty had
given mwoney and fame, the plaudits of
his fellows, and all else loved by &
wan with but the frost-marks of time
s temple—and huving given those
1 pugsed to him the sparklicg shell !
the chwmpagne of love only to dash !
it with u leer of derislon at his feet?
Of what use were the riches and the
spproval of the world? How coyld
valu pomp und popular praise muake
up for the loss of that which every
good  man fove, u pure
woinan and the thousand incentives
that have thelr awakening beside the
towhead's crit aud In that holy hour
when tousled curls lay Jightly on &
futher's breast?

Aud all the Christmas eves to come!
Huw cheerless and bow lonely they
would be with Verona gone—Verona
who hid come to him from the death-
bed af a strangely beautiful woman in
New Mexico,

craves

He was searching for color in the
bifls when he stumbled wupon the
svene— the stranded wagon in the foot- |

hills, the mother upon whose face was
the pallor of death, the stunned, ball
renlizing child with the glorious gold-
en halr snd the lips like twin cher-
ries.  With her last breath the grief
stricken mother told brokenly of a
husband who had died en route, of
their efforte to make Los Megas, how
the son had gone on ahead for the
ductar, and how in despalr she had
waited and walted his return. That
night just as the great, pitiless black-
'

Their Lips Met in a Plighting Kiss.

I
ness threw its mourning robe across
{he canvon, the woman died!

How vividly it all came back to Par-
rish Morton now as he buried his face
in his hands before the crackiing em-
bers of the lingering fire! How Verona
clung to him in her terror and sobbed
for her mother, sobbed for her father
and mer brother! Was evor a child so’
berefl, so desolate?

And he had taken her home with
him and placed her in the hands of hig
capable housekecper and as  time
passed and uo record of her kin could
be found, he Rad advanced her Into
his heart—into the most sacred corner
of his greast heart—and walched her
grow into a beautiful maturity. a full
blown rose of womanhood with eyes
like the depths of quiet brooks and
the face of an angel, with red lips
ruddier still and tantalizingly sweet!

And then the blow fell! The reali-
sation that be loved her and that he. |
her protecior, must preserve her,
against that love, for she was but 17
and he was 33, then—and he had
promised ker mother out in the New
Wexican foothills that be would care
for her and keep her from the pitfalls
as best be could!

Ah, how louely the place was when
he bad sent her away te school, to a
digiznt school where be might ot
have to endure the pain of sevinE her
pften —and how she bhad looked inio
his eyes st parting with the half
pieading, hall anderstanding eyes of al
young rabbi® suddenly met faee to
tace in some lealstrews hollow in the
aulumn woods® |

He had kissed her in his old, pa
ternal way and her beart agerieved
had sent sublle glances of bewilder
ment to fash and play within those
orhs whose deplhs be duared wnot
soubd® |

And o avold meeting ber, he had;
gone on a8 distan! misslon, kept him-'
se!l aloal for two years, while sheence
made the heart grow fonder and the
mewory of ber thrilled him as  the
soft earewsing fingems of some sweort
jeamorata  rhrilles the & Iremalous
girings of ber guitar! Avd sow uypog

' endly

 beunded toward him!
" he could not—

ears,

| afore asother Christioas eve! Yas'ie!™

nis teturn, she bad written bl that
shv bad made pluns for Chrlstmes tha |
might detaln her at Sussex. but she
wighed him & Yory merry Christmas, |
wished that he might find bis heart
filied with joy at apsin being bensath |
the uld roofitree, wished that this
Cliristmus might be the bhapplest of
wll the Christmases he had over u-i
d, and lastly mssured hlm that
us gsending him & memento of
the season, which she hoped he would
cherish und love for her sake

Parrish Morton repeated the words
For her sske! Ah, fur her
sake!™

If she but knew whist he would do
were It poasible! But. !
ghe for him. The vielet

€ comos  wre  INoongrucus
b and late sumnier are not born
to trip band in hand across the flelds
Elysian into Agapemone

The hell rang sharply. He heard
Phipps' soft tread upon the stairs, and
listened. Yes, it was she, There was
no mistaking the rippling cadence of
that sweet-throated bird of  poassage
Turning, he pressed o button and the
room was sparkling with light, At the
top of the stair he stood  hesitating
striving to galn control of himself. At

for her zake
was not

0

, the foot, she paugid, wade him a mock

tesy™ aud beld out ber prms

“0h, Par, dear old Par, | have
brought vou vour Christmas present
lustesd!™

The nititude, the look in her eyes,
the irresistible epchantment of her
pesuty flooded him  with  impelling
power, What did she mean? Wus It
bersell she was offerlug? For a Lrief
moirent he stood swayiog to the
mighty Impulze within hfn.  Standing
stupified there, he remembered, as she
He must not—

And then, as he was about to sweep
aside all the positiveness of his duaty.
all the negatives and forbearances and
give free impulse to his heart. there
came & step behind ber. She heard

| and turning as ghe was about to enter

the yeurning haven of his eager arms,
cried

“Oh, pardon me; Mr. Morion, let me
Introduce Marshall Marriott. He—"

Suddenly the stairse went bluck be-
fore him. He realized now! Bhe was
bringing him a Christmas surprise,
the man she loved, the—

Somehow he managed to greet the
gtulwart voung fellow with the frank
In o maze of conflicting pain
and surprise he did the dutles of a
host, snd when Verona and her es-
cort had been shown to thelr rooms to
dress, be siipped into the den and
cast limsell into the great arm chalr
before the pulseless coals of the fire
plac

eyes

st!  Lost!™ kept ringing In  his
and with & groan of anguish he

once more buried his face in  his
bands sud gave way o & man's
grief. In vain he tried to reason

with himself that It were better so.
He should nat have expected or even
dgared to think it might have been
otherwise. He wes too old for her

i 8he was sunshine, he was the somber

cloud— bist, oh, how he loved her! And
for the moment he had thought she
mennt to give berself, The misery of
{t all! The Neartache of it!

Suddenly, behind him he heard a
rustle, the froufrou of a woman's
gown, and over the side of his great
chair o warm arm stole softly agalnst
hiz neck

“Oh, Par., what i& it, dear?
kave | done? What—"

Instinctively in the darkness he felt
the frightened rabbit ook, the appeal-
ing gaze. Summaning all his reserve
strengih, he sald, with scarcely a
tremor in his voice:

“Nothing desr, nothing to offend. I

What

am glad—glad—for you, If he |s
worthy. =" r
“H—Iif—he—is worthy—oh, won

goose, 1 see it alk now!™ In a flash
she threw her arms about his neck. !
Her face was close to his. How soft
and warm apd soothing her flesh was'
“He—he is my brother, lost that day'
in the foothills of New Mexico. I—I
kave just found him. I—thought you
would be glad—I1 wanted to surprise
you—l—I—don't you want your;
Christmas present? in desperation. |

With a mighty beart throb bhe
reached about and drew ber to him. |
Tenderly, tremblingly be clasped hiz
arms about her and as thelr Hps met |
in & plighting kiss, a tiny flame spring-
ing as from the beart of an ash-cov-
ered sapphire, flamed up from the
grate and sent the shadows seurrying. |
Phipps coming to announce dinner.
stood transfixed. Then, & broad grin |
upon his face. be slipped softly away
chortling to his inmpst sell:

“Lawd! Lawd! Dere sure am gwine
t' be a weddin’ In this yeah house |

A Quickly-Made Present.

Most women know what it Is to be
short of a present op the last day or
0 before Christmas. If one bas plen-|
t¥ of money to go out and buy a;-r:]
this need cause little worry, otberwise
quickly made gifts ate in order.

Ome that can be tarned out in a few
minutes s one of the pew halrpin
cases. This i made of the Mior that)
js uzed In women's artificial pompa-!
dours, only of a siivery white color.

The Rose of Jeriche.

We are told that the rose of Jericko. |
which s aleo calied Mary's rose, |
sprang up slong the path of the Hﬂti
Family alter they left Hethiehem, and
ossomed brightly wherever thay rest
od  This fower which bloocmed at the |
birth of Christ showed its sympaihy |
by closing st hie crusifizion, omly to!
opes againl at his resurrection

A Cheistmas Thought.

So may each year be happler than
the last, and mot one moanest brother
or sisler debarred of bie slare of e
grest Creator’'s good gt —Charies |
Lo ke

CHRISTMAS REUNION

HOW TO MAKE THE HOLIDAY
PARTIES MOST ENJOYAELE.

A Number of Cames That Will Prove
Plegsing fer Both Old and
Young at the Yuletide
Season,

By Mary Dawson.

The wealth of pew guie
af lute yoatrs that the
upt 1w overlook the aplendid old
gates, many of which bave neves
bevn surpassed, if, Indeed, we
equal them, Old favorites are speclal
Iy good for Christiwas reunlon gather
Ings bevause In mest cises they re
quire no advance preparation and are
easily grasped by the few to whowm
they are unfamiliar *

One guch aport s that called "act
ing adjectives To play it one mew |
ber of the company leaves the room,|
and each person remaining  agrees
upon a certaln adjective, which bhe or
she will act out when called on to do
s0. When the retiring player s re |
called he asks someone in the group!
w question. This player must then an-

Is 8o great
entertalber =

can

swer in a way which will Hastrate
the adjective ussigned te him Thus,
a player who has taken the word

“nolsy © will bawl his reply, and st the
shme thme contrive to let o Imuk'rull
to the fleor with a loud clup 'l
The man or girl representing “tucl
turn” must reply in as few words an'
possible, and so forth. As soon a8 the
guesser han divined one of the con'

"copled words he takes a chalr In the

vircle, while the person whose adjecs
tive he guessed withdraws from the
room

“Magle music” makes a lively num
ber In the program, played in  thise
way. One person is chosen to hide
the coin or ring, All the rest with- |
draw, with the exception of the per
son who will play the plano. The per
son holding the ring then hides it, we-
quainting the musician with {ts where
abouts, and the company s read
mitted |

The players now arrange themselves
in a row, each one with his hands on
the shoulders of the person in froot
of him, One player, the leader, head-';
ing the processfon. When the music|
aturts the line of boys and glrle goes
off In search of the ring, guided In
this by the music. This, of course,
pleys Ioud and cheerily ae the abject
l&¢ approached, slow and IllilPl'ullr;

 when the procession s headed in the

wrong direction, and faintest when
they are furthest from the prize. |

“Thought transference” is not pre
cieely a game of contest, but there are
few better ways to interest a party of
guests, and whatever the psychologic
explunation of the phenomenon, it
gever fails to create amusement. To
arrange it the person to be “subject™
Is gent out of the room. Two playvers
are appointed to transfer the thought,
und these decide upon what simple
stunt the player will be required to
perform.  Thus, he may be required
to plck up a book, 10 arrange a cush-
fon, or to touch the keys of the plano.
The rest of the company is informed
what the required stunt will be.

The “subject” Is then readmitted,
and these who are to guide him stand
on each side and hold bis handa
These thought transferers, as well as
the rest of the company, then center
their minds upon the thing to be done
In eight cases out of tem the “subject’
then wende his way, still holding the
hands of the other two, towards the
appointed object, and does what is re
quired of him

It is most exciting. The audience
will probably demand several “sub
jeets” and experiments before theit
curiosity is sated.

A new game which will appeal tc
active, lively girls, as well ax to the
boys, i= eolor base. This s a splendic
frolic for the hall or living room, and
can be piayed In quite cloge quasers

Each member of the company but
one 1= given a certain color or shade |
which will represent his  porsonal
safety, since, when standing with »
foot or hand on something of that|
coior he cannot be tagged. The re |
maining piayer is made “cateh”™ and
pursues the fugitives around the ruum‘
He must remember the colors given tc
exch, as the pursued. when in a tight|
fix. will try to deceive him by touch
ing some color not theirk

When the catch succeeds in catch
ing some one off base and tagging him
he chavges places with the pergor|
caught. It adds to the fun to give IM}
cateh o long. flexible stick with o,
handle of raw cotton dipped i Bour |
tied to one end, with which to tug |

Now for a sitdown game while
legs and arms arec resting and phlm'
take breath. A geod one s & contest)
seving who can write down the lmquli
list of words suggesting or belonging |
to the Yuitide semson. Pass around|
blank cards and penclls and allow 15/
mwinutes for*warking up the lista Such]
a list will loclude the words, holly
wistietoe, St Nick. Christmas carol
walts, yule, yule log. gifi. greeting.|
Caristmas box, snapdragon. hollders
and a lomg st of related terme.  Hve
a prizs to the player whost et F(t“l
long.- !

To carty the fun a bt further on
got two pictures a8 large as poxsible
represcatiog  the Christmas  saist

Ads” or Nustratione from back oum
bers of perfodicals will do. Cuot ench!
pictare into =itz or clght ploces and
Eide the pieers in odd nooks and cor
pers around the ronm. Whes the »ig
nal s given playses Lurry awey b
soarch of the fragmenis. As cOon &
a player Las found a Jlwee b rease
to search, and all thowe wio Bav
found mosalcs comibenes o PRl

i oech wrllew

them together Al those xho Bn

fragments are eniitled to draw Tor the -

prite—a Christinas book. This makes
o wost exclting seramble gnme, since
it Is not until both pletures are com
ploteg that the uusuccesdful players
give up hope

When the company does not lnchude
children tud Young to read or wrile
composiug & Christiuas story mwakes a
plensant pastiun The players are
given penny Llsok books and pencils
wod each is called on 0 Daise & word
which must be woven into the slory
These words everybody

puts down. Twenty winules In allowed

in  which to think out Christinas
stortes or ipchdents and for putiiog
them Iuto words AL the vod of the

contest the storles are read aloud and
vuted on The boat s awarded a
prize. I sany story fails to include
ail the glvem wirds 1t is uot eotersd
in the competithon

The best place to play thin game ie
around n  large which affords
room for the different papors, petclls
und elbows |

Huve for the centerplece of the sup
pir table st this Clristmas party a
large cuke fowd in white, with wresth
or artificlal holly and a crown of red
candlea.  In the center have a tiny
Santa Claus, with or without relndeer
and a slelzh

From the cake run seartet ribbons, |
terminating In souvenirs at the differ
eul covers

Serve for the refreshmoent hot oyster
soup and crackers cold sliced tongue
und potato or chicken salnd, tollowed
by iee cream and cuke or o dainty Jully
or custard. Then coffee, wafers and
vheese.

Wrap tiny bonbous in squares of tin.
fofl and pour s lttle aleohol  over
them on & metal tray Let the guests
snatch them from the fames with
thelr fingers

FOLDING STAND FOR TREE

One That Can Be Easily Made and
Which May Be Kept for Fu-
ture Use.
The accompanyiug cut
simple way to make a supf for u
Christmuas tree, says the Scientific
American. The material should be of
hard or tough wood that will not split
caslly
Make three pleces like A, of Fix2
luch strip, also three pieces like C, of

Lible

rhows &

Folding Tree Stand.

74528 inch strip, and one piece ke B;
for this the bottom of a peach basket
will do very well. In the center of the
disk B bore a Zinch hole o receive
the sharpened base of the tree. Fasten
the C pleces to the under gide of the
digk B with screws. Bore holes in the
arms of each C plece to just recelve a
three-inch wire nail. In the top of
each leg, A, as shown, insert a small
nail or screw to form n point that
will press into the tree. Now place
a leg, A, In the glot sawed out of C,
und pass o threeinch wire nall through

<©® Free

China Jug

f

With Each 40c Purchase of Our Teas,
Coflees and Baking Powders, Can
Spices or Extracts this week, we give
free a fancy China Jug., neat and at-
tractive.

Leaders for Christmas Week:

SEEDED HAISING,
f i kages
CLEANED CURRANTS,
! opacKages
CRANI RIKS
ik J i
MALAGA GRAPES,
o el
R & B PLUM PUDDENG,
e and

I3 - DI PO P
€71 G711 €71 €N
€ ) ) € €

CLUSTER RAISINS,  (Masket

Hrandy 2

o s
MIXED NUTH, 2
e bi..28¢
NONE SUCH MINCE  MEAT,
Irge

+ pnele.

Oc

(Equal to 3 He phgsd

Extra Checks With Tea, Coffee and Groceries

B

Prompt
Service |

Whoen you notify us by tele-
phone or otherwise to call for
package, we don't say
“all right,” and then writ about
two days beiore we come for
i, We call the same day—
within & few hours generally—
it few minutes If you are In 2
a hurey—and we deliver he
tuundored clothing nt the time
agreed upon. Good  work and
promipt serviee—does the com-
binatlon appeal to you? Put o8
to the (esl 5

Hotel Warwick
Laundry

119 Twenty-fourth street. 1
Both 'Phones, No, 10. .

10 ehecks with | can Baking Powder . .50¢
4 eheoks with 1 bottle Extracts .25¢
1 ¢heck with 1 can Sultana Splee 10c
2 checks with & phgs. AP Minte Meat ... cocie canennsss 25¢
1 chock  With 1 Bottle MAnZantllas OHVES .ov... <eore aecese: 100
2 checks with 1 betile Roya snlad Dressing 23c
i ehecks with 1 bottle Royn nlad Diressing . 38c
2 ohecks with 7 cakes AP Lawndry Soap .. 25¢c
1 chwek  with 1 botde Cider  Vioegar 10e
1 choek with 1 pkg "ost Toasiles 10¢
1 check  with 1 can Shrimp 53 A2
1 ehwek  with 2 boxes  Double Tip Matches ... «...0 J10c
1 cheek with 1 eoke A&P Premiom Chodolate J6e
FANZY ELGIN CREAMERY 8EST FAMILY FLOUR,

BUT /ER
35¢ Per Pound,

Retailed at Wholesale
Prices.

Deliveries:

Phoshun & ’
Euckroe B'h P
Tuesday. ]

: All
Hampton

Wednesday, "

Boulevard
Thursday

M{rTIE“PAGIFI

FHOKES

Citz. 63
Bell 360y.

2603
Washing-
ton Ave.

ST TS
Watt, Doxey & Walt

| The Busy Store

When In donbt give Handkerchiofs—is a pretiy

Handkerchiefs

sufe rale io fol-

lines of women's Handker-

low. Rapeeially strong are our regu'ir

chiefs nt 100, 12ike nnd 25c—alno pur Inttiaksl  Handkerchiels,

up hall a doxen fn & box for.....o.. . ..78c
Haondkerchiefs, trimmed with  fine

See cur hand drawn work
Inee edge at She and our hat

kerchiefs, cue In a box for

STORE OPEN

idsemely embroidered all linen Hand-
...... .$1.00

EVENINGS. Jrgiwemn ...

Watt, Doxey & Watt

2009.11 Washington Ave.

Newport Newe, Va,

the holes. 1

When the Christmas tree Is taken
down the legs may be unhinged and
the stand folded and packed away for

use next year.
A, V. BEARING, JR

PRETTY NECKPIECE OF LACE ||

Girls are busy these days making|
elaborate peckpleces of lace and sa-
tin, or st and ribbon. -The one shown |
in the sketch s made from white fig-
ured flet net stisched to & high
boned stock of black satin. The bow |
in fromt, and the jabot are merely
pinned on and can be replaced by oth
”s

Christmas Decoration.
A simple Christmas decorstion for
ihe dining room la to hang the chan :

FOR YOUR SON OR DAUG
LiimTIL F

FIRST NATIONAL BANK
J. M. RESSLER, President.
Beil

HTER WOULD BE A SCHOLARSHIP

AT THE

International Business College,

BUILDING, Newport News, Va.
C. A. MANSON, Principal
‘Phone 350.

e

1

‘SOUTHERN LOAN CO0.

| wPrivate Loansy

wards on thelr
company In Newport News

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING easy

and we wnl gladly explain our

Cer, 29tk and Washington Ave

We are making PRIVATE LOANS to everybody
PLAIN NOTE, quicker and cheaper than any other
You get the money on short notice and
all our transactions are strietly CONFIDENTIAL, Our plan makes

of $5,0¢ and wp-

Yo ean repay us the joan In small

weekly or menthly tnstallments to suit yeur nwn convenlence.
IF YOU OWE ANOTHER COMPANY we will pof them off and
sdvance you more money af a cheaper rate

vall, write or phone
terma, =i,

Entrence 207 2Hh SL

Bell Phone 188,

deller with greens and holly ang from
that carry loosely long ropes of groand
pine to each corner of the room, thus
making anopy for (he table. A bit
of mist'etoe skitifully introduced
where all will have to pass under it
in leaving ihe rocin may add to the
fen. In the center of the able lay &
tray, and on Uhig & glase or copper
howl of bolly, frosted as though it
had just come from Lthe wintry Naid
For the favors 1o be lakd dows by the |}
place cards there are Uny catlhen
pots with micietore decorsied ||
CRristnas irees

%  Newport News, Va.

HAULING|

PROMPTLY DONE ¥

FromaPARCEL |
to An ENGINE |

FREIGHT, BAGGAGE, FURNI-
TURE AND SAFES, CARE-
FULLY AND PROMPTLY
MOVED.

VIRGINIA |
TRANSPORTATION |
COMPANY

REASONABLE RATES §{

S8TORAGE WAREHOUSE
514520 27th Bt

Fine Oysters s omr
we have the best on

Also Fish of al |
Halibut, Smelts, Fresh Codfish,
ish Mackerel, Rock Fish,




