
Mr. FILLMORE (by general consent) reported
from the Committee on Way* ami Means a resolutionauthorizing that committee to employ a clerk.
Mr WELLER asked the yeas and nay*. Ordered.
Mr. FILLMORE explained the necessity of Unemploymentof a clerk.
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON made objections. Not

heard.
In reply to inquiries from Messrs. Moore and llini.aiK, it was stated that it had been the established

custom to employ a clerk for the Committee of Ways
and Means. .

The House passed the resolution. Yeas 106, nays
54.

Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of Ways
and Means, re|H>rted a bill making appropriations fur
the Civil Department. Read once by its title, and,
on motion ol Mr. Fillmore, referred to the Committeeof the Whole.
On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House then resolveditself into Committee of the Whole on the state

of Union, Mr. Fore in the Chair, and took up the
bill.
As no amendments were offered, Mr. Fillmore

'""" "l It'*- iiikiiii.fli»li>lv rwik unit roiukl't

the bill to the Mouse.
Mr. GUSHING asked if the a|iprouriations for the

expense's of the present session included the mileage
for the travel of members at the commencement of
the next session, lie thought that this course should
be legalized ; this expense having been hitherto met
from the surplus of appropriations for the preceding
session.

Mr. F1LLMORF. replied that it did not. This bill
made appropriations only for a 'part of the present
session. Another appropriation would lie necessary
before the close of the session, which might include
the item suggested.
The committee then rose and reported the bill to

the Mouse.
The bill, being then read a second anil third time

in the Mouse, was passud.
Petitions were presented in the order of States,

beginning at the point where the call was interruptedvesterday.Prom Aeir York, by Messrs Ward, John C. Clark,
Haheoek, Oliver, Ferris, Kiggs, Chittenden, Brewster,liowne, Sanlbrd, Doig and Van Huron.

Front Arte Jrrxty, by Messrs Aycrigg, Randolph
and Malstead.

Front Pennsylvania, by Messrs James, Toland,
Pluliter, Lawrence, Henry, Westhrook,C. J lugersoll,Joseph K. Ingersoll, Fdwards, Marchand, Newhard,Cooper and lrvin.
From .Maryland, by Messrs. W. C. Johnson, and

J. W. Williams.
Front KiYgtiiiii, by Messrs. Hopkins, Stuart, Gog,r.,lt.l.. 'C..li..l....... I«..,.|.. M.Mnlloiv

Uiauit i I W) "J "1 J i

anil Powell.
From AVr/A Carolina, by Messrs. L. Williams anil

Graham.
From South Carolina, by Mr. Campbell.
From Georgia, by Messrs. King anil Merriwether.
From Kentucky, by Messrs. Boyd, Triplett, Butler,

Sprigg and Underwood.
From Tennessee, by Messrs. McClelland, AVnold,

C. II. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Gentry and
Turney.
From Ohio, by Messrs. Morris, Hastings, Mason,

Morrow, Cowen, Dean, Meilill, Andrews, Giddings,
Pendleton, Kidgwav, Goode, and Mathiot.
From Louisiana, by Mr. Moore.
From liuliana, by Messrs Kennedy, Thompson,

Wallcae, and Cravens.
From JMssismpjii, by Mr. Thompson.
From Illinois, by Messrs. Casey, Stuart, and Reynolds.
From Alabama, by Messrs. Payne, Houston, and

Chapman.
From yVissouri, by Messrs. Miller and Edwards.
From Arkansas, by Messrs. Cross.
From Michigan, by Mr. Howard.
Numerous petitions of an abolitionist charaeter

were presented from New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio,
Indiana, and Michigan. Some of .these, being directlywithin the provisions of the twenty-first rule,
were not received. Others,.for the removal of the
seat of Government from the District .of Columbia to
some place where slavery does not exist; for the re-

peal oi me iweniy-nrsi ruie ; iui me repeat ui an i.tn ->

bindiii(e the inhabitants of the free States, the FederalGovernment, and the nation to the support, countenance,and sanction of slavery; for the passing of
laws to prohibit the transportation of slaves coastwisein vessels of the United States; and to secure

freedom to all slaves taken by sea, with their master'sconsent, beyond the limits of slavcholding
States,.were decided by the Speaker to be receivableunder the rules, though evidently devised to
evade the rule.
From this decision, on the second and third class

of petitions, appeals were taken by Messrs. Cost
Johnson and Wise, which, giving rise to debate,
were, under the rules, laid over till to-morrow. Mr.
Underwood also expressed his dissent from the decision,and expressed a wish to make some remarks to
the House and the country to-morrow on this subject.

Mr. UNDERWOOD, in presenting petitions,
moved for a select committee of seven on the subjectof steamboat navigation generally, and a select
committee of seven on the claims of the heirs of
Rumsey, said to have been the first to set a steamboat
in operation. These committees were ordered by
the House.

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, gave notice of
intention to introduce a bill to repeal-the first seven

-sections of the Distribution law.
Mr. HOPKINS gave notice of a bill to repeulThtT'

Bankrupt law.
Mr. GUSHING, from the Select Committee on the

plan of finance, reported from that committee a resolution" requiring the Secretary of the Treasury to
furnish to the House the plan of finance alluded to
in the President's Message." Passed without debate.

Various notices of private bills were- given by differentmembers.
Before the Territories were called for petitions, at

a quarter before three, the House adjourned.

UNIONCOURSE OF LECTURES. The Second
Annual Course of thi ne Lectures" will commence

thin evening, December Kith, at half-pant seven o'clock.
The<introductory lectuie will be given by the Hon.
Levi Woodbury, in the Apollo Unit, nearly opposite
the National Theatre. The course will consist of at leant
t.venty lectures", delivered one in each week. The
following are the names of some of the lecturers:

Hon. Levi Woodbury Mr. Hallowed
R. H. Harrison Rev. Mr. Bulfinch
Dr. T. F. Jones Rev. Mr. Tuston
Mr. Wilcox G. J. Abbot,Esq
A. H. Lawrence,Esq S. H. Hill E<q
Rev. Mr. Davis Dr. Craigin
Rev. Mr. Rich Dr. Sewall
Col. Edwards Hon. Rufus Choate

Family Ticket for the course, jjtf.
Tickets admitting a lady and gentleman, $>'- the

course.
Single tickets for the course, $1.
Single lectures, 25 cents. dec lf>

WINTER ARRANGEMENT.

City Post Office, Washington, )
December 10, 1841. ^

TIW1E gteat .Vorl/iern anil Hastern Mail will arrive
JL daily ut fij P. M and be closed at 9 P. M.
The Great Southern Mail will arrive daily at 5 P.

M and be closed at 9 P. M.
The Great Wcs'ern Mail will arrive daily at IP, A

M. at.d be closed nt 9 P. M.
This arrangement goes into operation this day.
JTj" Letters and papers will be ready for delivery in

one hour after the arrival of the mails respectively
dec ll-tf WM. JONES, P. M.

JOHN A. W W. W NODINE
teacher oe the

Liberal Arts and of the Solid Sciences,
Cottier of 12th ami /-'street#,

Washington, D. C.
dec 1 l-3t*

Boarding house.m^s. connor,north
side of Pennsylvania A venue, a few daors East

of 4th street.has spacious and pleasant accommodationsfor a moss of six or seven gentlemen, with or

without licit fatnihea, during the session of Congress.
nov ,w-ini

ius ANStoUFEKS.-W. BA i tJtlfclLUU,
from the Aelor House, and 165 Broadway,

New York, hej(H to announce that he h&x now ready,
lor the inflection of connoisseurs, a splendid aasorlnientof Wigs and Toupees, of all sizes and colors.

1- .1 ,,r th* art of Wiff inskimr
milium imr n|rrv........ ... .....

^ill bp fouuil every known improvrmpnt. Anil W.
B. i« proud to say, many of the most important have

originated with himself. Call and are them at Batchelor'sFashionable Hair Cutting and Dressing Rooma,
Klliot'a Buildings, Pennsylvania av., Washington.
JOSEPH PALMERI, late of the A-tor House,

New York, Qcntlemena' Hair Dresser, bega to in-
form his friends and eustoujrra that he is ready to at-
tend them in the Hair Dressing department,

dec 15.eop3t

CONCHOLOGY..Fur sale, a collection of 1000
species of Shells, arranoed and labelled accordingto Lamarck, and contained in card traya. Inquireat this office. dec. 15.3t

THE MADISON! AN.
WANIIINCTON CITY.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16, 1611.
IN THOHR THINGS WHICH CHI EHIENTIAI. LIT THERE

BE UNITY IN NUN-EHHENTIALH, LIBERTY i AND IN Al.l.
THINGS CHARITY. .iugWtliu.
We undersiand tliut Senators Calhoun and

Pkchton have arrived in tins city.
KKPUKT Or 1'11K SECRETARY Or THE

NAVY.
The subject of this Report, the chief arm of

our public defence, is justly the pride of the
country. This able document fully seis forth
the present condition of this important branch
of the public service, now in a promising stale,
and suggests the mode and means of many highlyimportant improvements.
The first purl, a very large portion of the Report,is occupied with the details of the numericalforce of the Nuvy, the different stations of

our squadrons, and an epitome of their last
year's services.

In considering the organization and economy
of this Department, the Secretary speaks of the
operation of the Apprentice system as being
highly encouraging, though he admits tliut some
complaints are made, yet adds, without evidence
of any abuse.
The difficulty of enlisting seamen is al uded

to, and the equal dillicully of accounting for the
cause: though a suggestion is thrown out, that
new laws and regulations might remedy the difficulty.
The subjects of experiments in gunnery anil

projectiles.the preservation of various shiptimbers.theuse of water-rotted henip, Jfcc..
are considered ; and that of Reform, in every
part of the naval establishment, dwelt upon at

some length.
The Board of Navy Commissioners is also

considered, and in such a manner as to call for
reform. We notice this but Briefly, because the
public will notice it at much length.
The next is the re-organization of this Department.Though the Secretary has had but

small experience, yet this is sufficient, bethinks,
to "display its defects to the most supertieial observation."

The increase of the Navy is next considered;
and many important considerations are submittedon this head. No analysis should satisfy
the public on this part of the Report; and we

dismiss it therefore with an emphatic remark,
and a pointed question, in the Secretary's own

language, as being both more appropriate and
forcible than any we can employ.

After considering the various means and importanceof marine defence against foreign invasion.the Secretary adds:
"The single question, then, which we have to decide,in letereuce to this subject, is,,M*/iere and by

u'ham ^Imll those battles be /aught, which may hereafterbecame necessary, ill defence uj our jiroftcrty, our

institutions, our honor, and uur liven .'

i lit' country win answer wun one voice,

trumf&l-tongued, ''On the great Highway of
Xatiotis, by her fearless and freeborn sons!"

After considering the question, (which we

have 'piesuined to answer in the name of our

country) the Secretary remarks, that "//' the
views he has given be not altogether deceptive,the policy of increasing our navy, withoutfurther delay, is obvious."
He then goes into the consideration of the

description of Vessels, and species of armament,
which ought to he had in view, upon an increase
of this branch of the public defences. He treats
of steamships.considers that 110 increase of
line-of battle ships is necessary, but that a considerableincrease of frigates of the first class is
required.
He urges the importance of creating higher

grades in the service, considering it a wise rule
ToTstnblish as maey grades as possible in all the
services of arms; remarking, that " the rank of
Admiral is known in all the navies of the world,
exci pt our own ; having- existed through a long
course of past ages, and been fully tested in the

experience of all nations. Still e.ristiug, and

still approved."
The great Poet of Nature well understood

the spell and power of rank, and the necessity of
distinction hy grades.

When degree isshak'd,
Whirh is the ladder to all high designs,
The enterprise is siek !

By the way, we may remark, that the title of
Admiral is derived from the Arabic, signifying
a chief, and was applied indifferently to both
services ; yet is now confined to the Naval.
The Secretary goes into a full argument on

the importance of the subject, and the perplexitiesencountered by our officers, on foreign stations,when civilities are to be exchanged with
those of a foreign najtion.
He also considers, that^ " additional r/.nks in

the Navy would he eminently useful as an instrumentof discipline."
But we pass on, and must bring oUr remarks

to a conclusion, after noticing a few matters urged
with much earnestness by the Secretary. One

is, the necessity for a large increase of the .Marinecorps ; their indispensable aid to the service,and the necessary revision of the laws
for their regulation. The propriety of establishingNaval Schools is urged, and clearly
shown ; and the necessity of assigning them
rank, and duties, to unite theory with practice.
The situation of the Professors of Mathematics
in the service, is considered, and the propriety ol

a proper provision for their support.
The estimates for the service for the ensuing

year, are somewhat increased, but not beyond
what is required, if there be an increase of the

squadrons. The disadvantage of having vessels

unemployed, and the consequent evil of having
officers idle, is properly considered. Lastly, the

subject of the Navy Yards is considered, their
condition set forth, and suggestions for their improvement.
Though a summary of the Naval forces did

not enter into the view we intended taking of
the report, we may as well conclude by subjoin-
"© u

O-r naval force consists of
111 ips of the line, viz. one rated 120 guns,

and ten, 74.
IS frigates, one rated 54 guns, and four

teen, 44.
2 brigs and 4 schoonors, 10 guns each.
4 steamers.
3 storeTships, 3 receiving vessel*, and 5 small

schooners.
The ships in commission, and where employ

, ,

d, at the dale of the last annual report ot the
Department, we have not now time to notice..
We shall embrace a future opportunity for it.

In conclusion we have only to say, that the re

port does great credit to the industry, judgment,
ability and patriotism of the author and furnish-1
es the best evidence that it is not necessary to

have served in the Navy to understand its wants
or appreciate its importance and honor.
As the Report will be multiplied into millions

by that great engine of freedom, the I'ress, and
will thus go forth to the millions of our wide ex-1
tended country, we trust it will be read and ap
proved by the millions of our Tree and happy
Republic.

REFORM.
We have given the outlines of a plan for the

reform which seems to be required in the Departmentsin this city, and have furnished all
the suggestions we deem proper to make at pre-
sent at least in relation to them. Without leav-1
ing Washington, or even the Capitol, we have!
reason to believe, that but slight investigation'
would supply us with materials lor a long series
of articles, were exposition of minute detailsin consonance with our design. Though
a reform in the abuses moore immediately
under the supervision of the members of Congressis .with reason thought hopeless, we

venture to suggest to them one change in their
power.and we suggest it with confidence, be-!
cause the interest of no one about the Capitol
will in any manner be affected by it. Having ad-1
vocated a reform in the mode of appointing and
paying the clerks in the Departments, it is no more
than just that we should advocate such a change
in the legislation of Congress as will be favora-
file to tlieir interests as wen as ncncnciai 10 eve-

ry branch of the public service.
The prominent business of the National Legislatureexcept on some rare occasions.is the

examination of the finances.the investigation!
of the probable receipts into the Treasury, and
the propriety of the appropriations recommend-:
ed by the Executive. The appropriations are

made from year to year.the fiscal year begin-']
ning at the same time with the civil year, on the i,
first of January. Congress meets in the begin-1,
ning of December, but scarcely ever is the
smallest embryo of business discerhable until
the middle of January. So many preliminariesare necessary to the passage of a bill, and
so much discussion is ordinarily expended on

each one of them, that frequently July witnessesa speech on the propriety of appropriatingmoney, which was actually due the prece-j
ding January. There may be millions in the
Treasury, but a cent cannot be paid because the
law authorizing the payment has not passed.
We are now in the middle of December, and

the committees have been just appointed, and

thirty days are allowed the Committee of Ways
and Means to mature and report the appropria-
tion bills. Imagine what energy and unanimity
you please in the members of both Houses,
these bills cannot be discussed aud passed by
the first of February ; and yet, on that day, a j,
month's salary will be due to each clerk in

Washington. But none' of them will be paid
either that day or for several months to come,

because the law authorizing the payment will not

be passed. We said that none will receive their
salaries on the 1st of February. Our assertion is']
too sweeping. The clerks and otherofficersin the i'
Capitol will be paid.because the .members
of Congress among the first acts usually
provide for themselves, and those in their imme- !1
diate service. But the clerks are not the only '

sufferers. The aged pensioner, who, wounded
in the cause of his country, has deserved the

gratitude of his country, cannot obtain the pitdancewhich is probably all that stands between
him. and utter destitution.because the appro-
priation has not passed. The hardy seaman

just returned from a three years' cruise cannot

go to the bosom of his family with the few dol-
lars his long services have earned.because the
appropriation bill has not passed. The mem-1
hers of Congress and the officers of ihe Capitol!
alone can exult in plenty, because their appro-;
priation bill ha.i passed.

According to the present system, it is impos-
sible that all these important bills can be enact-

ed in time to meet the just demands of the variousclaimants on the Government. Congress
assembling in December, cannot mature them

by the first of February. The remedy, however,for the evil is obvious and easy. Let the]
commencement of the -fiscal year be changed,
and the appropriations, instead of being made
for the year beginning on the first of January,]
be made for a fiscal year commencing on the
first of July. This we believe is the practice
t'nr the I'o.st Office establishment, and should be
extended lo every otlier branch of the Government.By merely making this simple change,
every inconvenience now existing will be
avoided and no new one incurred. If the present
Congress, besides providing for the first six

months of the coming year, shall appropriate
for the expenses of the Government for the 12:
months beginning the first of next July, the plan
will be originated, and can lie carried out here-,
after, without difficulty. We are not tenacious
about the particular day of commencing the lis
cal year; but we have fixed on the one mention
ed, because experience shows that the passage
of the appropriation bills has often been delayed
until July ; and if {he beginning of the fiscal year
be placed at an earlier period, the same inconve- i

niences will be felt, though not to the same ex- <

tent as at present. Regarding the interests of

the pensioners alone, we think the reform worthythe attention of Congress.

We have received No. I ll), 141 and 142 of Ifarfierat
h'amily Library. No. l it) contains the " Lives of

the Ancient Philosopher*," from the Frrneh of Fi ne- '

Ion, with note*, 4c.
1

No. 141 and 142 give a complete history ofthe " Fxnedition
It) Russia, undertaken by theKmperor N'.ipo

Icon in the year 1812, by General Count Philip dr

Segur." I
1

Thcae productions need no encomiums from us ;1

The tabject* nlone will commend them to the public,
and it is well known that the llnrprrR nevei publish
any thing from incompetent pen? They may be had

of Mr. Pranck Taylor, of tbia city.

The Si:< uetaries' Reports,.The rest of
these documents will be given in succession!
Without further delay. Titey have In en in!
type a number of days, but the unusual press
of business consequent upon the publication of

our daily sheet, unavoidably retarded their pro-

gress through the press. , ji

CONSISTENCY.
In looking over the lint of our exchange papers,

we find some, whose glory seems to consist iu
(he exhibition of all the rancorous malignity of
ultraisrn, furious in their denouncement of the
President because he has not reudered the re- ((
lorm he promised identical with an indiscriminateproscription. Receiving their impulses
only from the force of partisan animosity, and
having lost all sense to the impressions of pa-1 j
triotistu, they cannot discover any other mean-

ing for the word reform, than the universal
ejectment of political opponents, and the intro-i
duction into their places of pattisan adherents. (

The spirit of oblivion seems to have shaken its j
wing heavily over these presses. They have «

entirely forgotten that their constant theme of j1
invective against the last administration, was its l
selection of its own adherents as public func-
tionaries. They have forgotten that among the
measures of reform promised by the Whig3,
was the annihilation of the proscriptive spirit;:
they have forgotten that we were gladdened
with the news that thosuccess of the party op-
posed to Mr. Van Buren, was to herald the in-!
duclion of a President of the People, and not <
the tool of a faction. Were these presses sin.
cere in their protestations made before the electionlast fall ? If they were, they now demon- t

strate that their honesty was composed of very (
fragile materials. If, however, their. patriotism t

is so easily compressible into the love of a fac- i

lion.it is lucky for the country (hat the virtue a

of the President is a more solid substance. *

He has sworn to support the Constitution, and
he will do it as his own judgment teaches him
to understand it, not in conformity with the die- "

tutorial interpretation of any other. He stands '

pledged to be the President of the People.to c

battle for those measures which will promote the [
common weal, and not the interest of any set

of men, and to make worth and ability the %

standard of merit in his appointments.. i

These very presses promised an Adiiiinistra-;"
tion with such principles.but no sooner is j
their candidate successful than they vilify,in language of unmitigated bitterness, ^
their reduction to practice. But if they 11
are forgetful of the doctrine they once j0
...,r...,o...i .1... ...,t.v..."

(.IW.VOKU, 1.1V » T-... S..v ...VjU
sanction of Ins conduct to their dereliction of s

principle. They may charge Aim with perfidy,! a

but the perfidy is their own. lie has abandon-! t.
ed no principle.and he has forfeited no pledge; »'

and they are incensed only because neither per- jj
suasion can seduce, no abuse drive, and no trick v

entrap him, into the commission of acts which ®

are in contravention to the principles he has al- c

ways maintained. ,
8

V

"TRUTH IS MIGHTY," &c.
The friends of the Constitution.those who

"understand the true principles of the Govern- g
inent," arc rally ing around President Tyler daily, ri

He will not lack friends and supporters in his si
patriotic stand against the evil influences of ul- ii

raisin. We quote below (from the New York a

Standard,) a just and merited rebuke of the t|
frenzied out-pourings of that pase-hardened,
iltra Whig, the Editor of the Boston Courier: j
Thb Tariff, as alluded to by the President of the "

Uniled States, does not meet the approbation of the t!
nlighl ened and somewhat ultra Kdnor of the Boston ti

Uourier. Speaking of that part of President Tyler's ci

Mes-age which suggests the propriety and eipediencv,:
if not absolute nececssitv of some change in the " discriminatingpolicy," the Editor of the Courier says,
without much regard for the " courtesy which subsists d
among gentlemen of principle and of honor," that all a

lhat Mr. Tyler has advanced in reference to the sub-,
jeet is " meretwattle and then, in a spirit somewhat
i-etous. adds, alinosl in'so manv words, that President o

Tyler i* an a*a,and, in reference to the true policy of Cl

the nation, touching the vexed question of " prohibition,"knows no more about it than the veriest dolt of
the age, and appears to have learned his lessons of |*>- 11

liticnl economy from the " judicious" Tariff System of I'
Andrew Jacason. *

The Courier, it will he recollected, is the organ of l'
the manufacturers of Massachusetts and its language °

in this instance may he supposed to he in unison with 11

the sentiments entertained by that powerful, wealthy, c

and respectable class of the New fcnglnnd community. v

Thecourse of the Courier, to say the least of it, is cer- bl

tainly significant. The manufacturers of Rhode c'

island and Connecticut appear, if the tone of their "

presses can lie relii d on, tube somewhat dissatisfied 1,1

with the Tariff pottion of the President's Message..
It is. however, a vety difficult thing to write a state w

paper that will satisfy every one. He irhu hopes to v

senli ti Message to the people that will be universally ''
popular icitl prohabl\j he mistaken. d

The concluding sentence is certainly true.
(noneof the works of man are perfect.hut from c

the almost universal popularity of the Message, j'
one is warranted in the assertion that that ducu ,|
ment is as near perfection (as an Executive pro- ii

duction) as mortal man could make. Many *

who determined to denounce anything emanatingfrotft the President, have been forced to
commend it ; while others (his most bitter enemies)can do no more than carp :|t it, without
alleging a reason for their ill-nature. n

CI RKKNC'Y, IMPORTATION'S, etc.
lias any one asked himself, how all our importationsare paid for lias he considered that they are w

mostly purchased by barter; and that most of the businessol'the whole country, is done by barter - Rut ^
there are exceptions. t|

lias any one ever inquired how many millions at 'f
silver dollars we have sent to China, to gel in ex-I
change silks, gewgaws, scroots, India eraekers.

*

I which last have caused law - in almost every State
of the I'nion to he passed against these boyish nut- ''
sauces ? »

Have the Chinese ever taken much of the products y
>1 our labor or Yankee ingenuity, in return for what 8
they have sold us -.Not a wooden nut-meg.
A great outcry lias been rained tiy the State bank ^ldvocatcs against the recommendation in the ,1'resi- ,.(

lent's Message of an Kxchcquer or Fiscal Agency,'j:i
3ii account of its requiring specie as a liasis of issues. ^
rhe money we have, exported to China would furnish
nore currency than the recommended scheme would
require for a bas,is. lint this money we have not'8*
iow got; but we still have imported many more milionsof specie within the few last years than we have ^xported; and we have three times as much specie,1 tc
I is believed, in the country at this moment as would If
icrve for the. maximum of the basis proposed for the 'jRvhequer; and this too, w ithout taking a single dol-

_

ar from a simrlc bank, sneeie-navine
" - r

lending. J
The Report of the Secretary of the Treasury on n|

he 11th February, 1*41, exhibited a tabular estimate ((|jf the specie in tlie banks, and the whole specie in u
[he country. The specie in the banks in 1*40 was ;v<
estimated at $33,000,00(1 the specie in the country

»t though it has been pretty generally jj
issumed by all parties that the amount equalled si

J 100.000,000 However, this fact may be, it w.'t.'l,- ^
XXI,000 be deducted from **0,000,000, there will be ^

w^,>0,000,000 remaining to supply the call for 'm
KHl.tHHl required for the exchequer.
And what was the estimated issue and circulation

af all the State Bank notes in the country (by the P
same report; (for the year 1840 '.only flOfi.OoO,-| P

I

000. The amount of specie, therefore, wan within
twenty-five percent, of the amount of the whole
>uiilc issues, though some of the hanks had not more

tian one dollar in specie to five or eight of circulation.*
t

The public, we appreliend, are not well acquainted
with bank mysteries.

OFFICIAL.
JOHN TYLBR,

PRESIDENT (>E THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA.

to six whom it mat concern

Satisfactory evidence having been exhibited to me
hat Danikc I. Desmond bus been appointed Consul
General of his Holiness, the Pope, to reside st Philalelplua.I do hereby recognise him as such, and declare
lim free to exercise and enjoy such functions, powers,
uid privileges a* are allowed to the Consul*, ol the
lost favored nation* in tlie United Stale*.
In testimony whereof,! hav* caused these Letter* to

le made Patent, and the Seul ol the United State* to
>c hereunto affixed.

Given under my hand at the city of Washington
the lbthday ol December, A. D. 1841, arid ol

[(.. s J the Independence of the United Stats* of America,trie sixty-sixth.
JOHN TYLER.

By the President
Daniki. Webster,

Secretary of State.

JPINIONS OK TIIK PRESS ON THE
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.

We shall continue to nobody public opinion on this
uhject, so far a* the press may lie considered it* orran.We cannot give all that the papers say in rela-
ion to this subject, nor is it necessary ; exliact* in
iiost instances, will be all that we can lind space for ;
ind ail that will be required, in order to rellect the
news of the press

Prom the Albany Keening Journal.
The President's Message..We have, in the Menmgeof the President, the " agreeable surprise" lor

which more ol'hope than of confidence wan indulged.
1'he' Message is indeed a henetil most unexpectedly
onferred. With this demonstration of wisdom and
mtriotism, front the President, the people and the counryntay look confidently forward to " better litnon.''

There in so much to commend in this Message that
ve,shall leave fo others the lark of detecting its deeds,if such there be. Ours is the grateful privilege
if congratulating our readers upon the appearance of
document auspicious to the public interests and the

National honor. **

That portion of the Message devoted to the subject
fPinunce and Currency, is riot only the most iniporunlbut the most acceptable. The plan to be submiledto Congress by the Secretary of the Treasury.an
utline of which is presented in the Message.will
lect the requirements of the Government anil answer
he wants of the people. The reasoning of the Mesageupon this whole subject, is clear, sound, forcible
nd practical It repudiates the iron-age doctrines of
metal currency, it furnishes, in issues of Paper
ased upon and convertible into Specie, a currency of
qual and uniform value. This gives to agriculture,
lanufactures and commerce, the elements of their
rotection and prosperity. All this is accomplished
nthout any of the objections and drawbacks to which
United States Bank is liable. And here.should

Congress carry out the plan.having provided a finanialAgent for its own uses, and furnished a sound and
utficienl currency to the people, ends the duty of Goernment.

from the 'J\uy Daily Whig,
'The President's Message.. This document, we are

ratified to perceive, seems to be received with undisuisedsatisfaction by men of all partus. It is tempe-:
iti' in its tune, free from sectional prejudices, and milledthroughout with what appear* to be a sincete deireto promote the welfare and prosperity of the coun:y.'1 he W big journals award it almost unqualified
pprobuiion, and ttiose of the opposition either approve
t it in whole or in part, or else are silent as to what
iley conceive to be its merits or demerits.
That portion of the message winch relates to our

ireign atfairs, is mild and conciliatory, yet firm and
eciJed. The British aggressions upon our com-
lerce on the west coust of Africa* are adverted to in
re proper manner, and we look for the speedy ac-

on of Congress on this subject which so nearly conernsthe national interests and the national honor.

With regard to the Tariff question, it is gratifying
i observe that the President's views are sound. He
islinctly advocates discriminating duties, and a fixed
nd |iermanent policy.

»

The most interesting portion of the Message is that
f course which relates to the establishment of a Fis
al Agent. ,

* » »

It is of course impossible to form an accurate optionof the character and probable benefits of the proosedinstitution until the plan itself in all its details
hall be received But wc feel no hesitation in saying
rat there is a strong probability, judging front the
utline before us, that it will, if adopted, prove emi
entlv useful and beneficial, provided the necessary
hecks shall be imposed upon it by Congress, to preentit from ever becoming a party engine, or an inirumentof oppression to the State Banks, and the
omniereial interests of tile nation Thai feature of li
illicit | rovidcs for the issuing of certificates of depuitin sums to suit depositors, is, as it strikes us, peeu
,rly worthy of commendation. For such certificates
rill always he current us a circulating medium in
very portion of the countiy, and thus a great evil un-
er wtiieh we are now laboring be' effectually reineied.
It is greatly to be desired that the Secretary's plan

>r the restoration of the currency should be dis-j
usscd by Congress in a cool and dispassionate miner.A .National Bank being oat of the question, at
<ast for the present, it behooves us all to concur in
he adoption ol' whatever other measure may conduce
j the same benefits of such un institution, and at the
atne time be free from all the objections which have'
een urged ugainsl it, whether justly or unjustly.

BANKS, &t.
Mutters of Course..There are certain things in

lis world which have so uniformly turned out in the;
aine way, that nobody dreams ol' tbeir resulting in
ny other. In short, they are set down as "matters
f course".that is, events have always happened
:otn the same cause, or attended hv the same eireuui-;
lances, or produce the same effects. For exampleWhen a bank suspends specie payments, it is al-j1
ays done lot the public good, as a matter of course.
If the said bank becomes Irretrievably insolvent,

nil is forced to liquidate its affairs, the directors pub-sh a card stating that the a-scts are amply sufficient
i pay every thing, as a matter of coutse.. Hoston
'''ratiscript.! |
People who put any degree of confidence in such
atements are always deceived and disappointed, as a
latter of course.
Kxtensire forgeries..At the close of banking

ours, yesterday, it was discovered thai successful
irgeries had been made upon the National and other
auks, tiy checks purporting to have been drawn byIr. J, Johnston, (firm of Boorman, Johnston & Co.)1T,0(HI are already ascertained to have been drawn
ut in this way.. .N'eio York Sun.
Wo hear it stated that the Rock River Bunkers

ave not only been indicted for swindling in La Salle
mnty, but that one of them has been lodged in the j1
id of that county. Noth.ng can he tnote certain
tan that those men acted under a law ol the lust leislutuir;and it becomes a serious questiqn whether
ic legislature or its dupes deserve jail privilege*.P. S Bangs is safe, but Teall, his cashier, has "ab
justulated '.Spring Htlrl ( Illinois) Journal
Defalcation.. We understand that Mr. Sinclair,

rn. of lb<>rr>-lluv« of lb.. vtoi-k.ni..-' n...,i a
IV uai.«i.iR

ation was discovered on Friday last to he a defaulter
the institution to the a'nount of $l,f>0<l or §1,700

y overdiafts of hisaccoimt, and was dismissed from
te bunk, and the other bank* notified of the fact...V.
*. Sun.

I" USHY & DUVALL, Merchant Tailor*, adLijoining Newton & Gadahy'x hotel, IVnnsylv*
ia avenue, desire respectfully to call the attention of
tizen*, members of Congress, and stranger* visiting
le Metropolis, to a choice and well-sele,cted assort
lent of suphrfine Cloth*. Caasiuieres Veatings, Urn
er cloths, <Stc., which they will make up to order in
le most superior and fashionable manner at moderate
rices In addition to the above, wr h \r many other
cairable article* for gentlemen's wear, sucli as silk
ad Marino Shirts and Drawer*. Fine I,men «rn'
I ii si ii Shirts, Scarfs, ('ra v at s. Stocks, I lilkts, tiloves
u*|tenders, Hosiery, Dressing Uowns, all of
hich will be . -Id t»* cheap as'lhev can be puichased
the District dec ti.3tawiWw

C. II. VAN PATTI N, M. I)
01. > I to I

ennsylvania avenue, a few doors from Rrown's ,lotel. nov23-iS^y

XrtD ¥nrft Corrrsponfcrner.,
i.etteh viii.

New York, Dec. I-!. 1^41.
The only pari of the President'* Meaaage generally'JiacuaaeJin ihiacilv, ia that relating to the/r

cal agent. The whole of the Meaaage, with thia exception,haa produced a very favorable impreaaion, and
tiaa, moreover, tended materially lo allay the irritation
of party and produce a quietude in the political world
favorable to the discussion of the important topica to

which the Message refera.
Calling on an old friend of coriaiderable experience

in every thing relating to politica, one who haa for
some time retired from the preaa, the converaalion
naturally referred to the fiacal agent. " I waa," aaid
he, " warmly in favor of paaaing the Bank bill at the
exira session, but am now free to confeaa that, in the
prevent condition of the country ami of public opinion,
it would have been impossible to hove filled up the
i-luck and the project would have been abandoned
from that important and primary difhculty. The next

ei|ieriment would, in all probability, have been precieelylite one now proponed by the President, which la

intended to establish a circulating medium throughout
the country, baaed upon the solid and ample capital
and revenue of the Government. Treasurv noteaof a

large and email denomination, aay an low aa ten dollars,payable to bearer, without intereet, would circulateat par throughout the UnionItin said that thia circulation would necessarily diminiahthe circulation of State Bank notes, moat of
which, at present, are at a discount,.the answer is,
"so much'the better.it is lime that the |>eople, particularlythe laboring classes, should be furnished with
a circulating medium of un<fuesliunuljle security and
credit; and if all the State Banks cannot oiler a similarguarantee, let the General Government come to
the aid of the people, and all the weak and inlirm
Banks go into a state of liquidation.''
We cannot, said he, produce a healthy condition in

the currencyfintil the field is entirely clear of doubt
fui or insolvent paper. As the agency is nut to discount
mercantile or accommodation paper, that fjuiccr is reservedto the State Banks; and those in a sound con

dition will not he curtailed of their usual profits..
Stale Banks, also, are to be used by the Agent when
ever required as auxiliaries and where their capital
is sound, and their affairs discreetly conducted, they
will form the links in the great chain of institutions
throughout the country necessary to regulate the ex

changes and produce a uniformity in the currency.
So far front hoarding gold and silver, which are the
mere representatives of credit, the bullion will be

placed in sound institutions in such parts of the Union
where the precious metals may be most required.
Not having thedetails qfthe conversation before me,

lean only say that the outlines of this able politician'!
idea present a very simple plan amply secured,
and calculated, particularly at the present crisis in

revive public confidence. It has been said that this
agency will, from its power and resources, controland keep in check all the Stale Banks, and
will, moreover, be a complete union of the purse and »

sword. This is decidedly an error! Power in this
country is in the State, not the General Government
The moment this experiment shall be found injurious
to the interests of the States, or the power exercised to
swell Executive infiuence, or managed oppressively
or calculated to produce injurious results, that moment

the Agency will be repealed by Congress. The pro
ject is at all times in the hands of the people, and publicopinion will control its operations. Here is the
safe check against political abuse of the power which
is to bo creutcJ by this institution, the Federal Governmenthaving an undoubted control over the"safekeepingof the revenues. I see no reason why this
project, with some modifications, will not an wei all
the objects aiid purposes contemplated and we must
venture something for the interests of the country,
the renewal of public confidence, and the stability of
Stale Credits.
The Cu torn House Commission has closed, and

two of the Commissioners have departed for the Seat
of Government. Governor Poindexter would al>o
have left on Saturday, but I regret to learn he has
Keen fur scveial days suffering under severe-indisposition,which not only forbade his travelling, but de
layed the completion of h s report. To-day, however,
he is belter, and engaged every moment in the com

pletion of this important document, the extraordinary
revelations of which will soon be made manifest.
We are looking with some interest for the report oi

Mr. Forwaid, That it will be a sound, clear, nod able

state paper, those well know who are familiar with the

distinguished abilities of the Secretary of the Trea

sury.
The report of the Secretary of War appears in this

inoriiioe's papers. It is n. noble stale paper, and Wol-

iliy the distinguished source from which it emanated
How an individual in ao short a space of time us Mr
Spencer has held his present position, should make
himself so familiar with its details, is surprising Mi
Spencer has plainly carried with him into the War
Department the energy, industiy and talents, that distinguishedhim as Secretary of Stale, llis report will

gratify the Army, and he promises to make the most

popular Secretary of War that has yet held that high
arid tesponsihle position.
There i« little local intelligence of interest, Imt I

give what there is, A duel in high life was repotted,
to have come off at lloboken yesterday. One of the

parties had beeti challenged early in the week, and
(led to the protection of the police, binding challenger
and second over to keep the peace, his plea being that
the challenger was "no gentleman," from the uispifionof having cheated at cards a few years age
Tucrefore the/challenger's brother look his place, ami

ihis^plea/Sf no gentleman" not holding good with
hint, the challengee fought with him, and was, s.i mi

mor says, desperately wounded.
The Lectures still are in high fashion Dr Lard

nor has made his very interesting, illustrating thru, by
Jiagiams, transparencies, &c. The theatres arc well
attended,and the Bowery in particular is thronged
Too murh praise cannot he given to the proprietors b>r »

he manner in which they have got up the magiiiii,
;-enl spectacle ot Napoleon's obsequies. It is one \>f
ihe most extraordinary scenic productions ever repr,
.on led on any stnge. Kllsler plays to night *n La :>»'

jhyde, at the I'arU.
The Homo squadron is here and is likely, to V

frozen up and so he .over till spring. Captain Ma.in
tosh, who commands the Falmouth, is one of the m .'-t

popular and efficient ollicers in the navy.
The weather is delightful, more the October thin

ireat storm which set all Gotham crazy with sleighing
fortwo days. The rivets ate ntill open sod navigv
tipn unimpeded to Albany

Your*, Hudson

D'.UVAUL \ BKOTHKHS. MerchantT'utior*.
at thf(t old stand, near the corner of 3d street

I'enn'sylviuiia avenue, under Folk » Boarding house,
have 'juat received by the latest arrivals at Net*
York
A new and ftlondid stock of Cloth* (The newest and htteit style of French and English('i»simere» and Vesting*
n. iv style I'mured Beavers, latc»t fashion, for frocks
and overcoats

Fiain water-proof Beavers, suitable for nav y over
coats Ac.'

Also, new style embroidered Scarfs; very rich
Suspenders, 11 and kerchiefs, Gloves
Silk and Woollen Shirts and Dra" 'rs, \e
They paiticularly invite the attei >n of memln rtft 'ongrpss, their old customers, and citizens general

y, to their present stock of goods, all of which they
vill sell at their usual moderate price*
dec ? 'eollwil ,

, i i


