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Municipal Assembly Accomplishes
Nothing in

Situation.

Council Rejects Joint Resolution Delegate Lo-

pez's Attempt to Investigate a Rumor of Bund-

ling in the Is Squelched.

i.iniru(s mti vnov it i.
SiiccIM M'f-io- n- w i"'l'l ycsterelay moniins l'tli l.nin. ! f th.- - Mu-

nicipal A(cinlily i consider tin? l.ut without result.

A Hnus-- resolution iircsi-utcr-
t ly Dolt-wi- .' I.ptv. i)roM.-,.- .l tin? invMij::i1.i n

of ii rumor to Hip effect that Sisn,.).. h:i.l hci-i- i iwi.l to .oitain iiicml.e-r- s of the

Houp for their Jiitluence ami vote af-al- light it l.i.-lati.w- i. The

was lost.
The joint ieolutIon by which the mctalicrs of the Hoii-- o ploilscil their vote:

eleetiie llshtiiitf company which shouldto pass relief bills any

render assistance- In the present emergency was. dufwiteei in the Council, it

received the Mipport of Mes-r- s. Carroll, Thuner. Kratz and tlau iteiitlom.--

of numerous li;:lilin; bllN pri'iiarvtl by theknown to have aided in the rejeeUon

Board of Public Improvements, which bills If passed, would have averted the

present trouble.
City Counselor Schnurmaeher's opinion on the resolution, prepait.il at the

request of the Council, had its effect on the vote. He ruled that under the

City Charter such relief bills would bo Invalid if passed even by a two-thir-

majority.
On Monday the Hoard of Public Improvements will hold a social session,

dratted and presented to the Ilou.sc.
when three temporary lhrhtins; bills will be

President Robert E. .McMath says that the new bills will have to cover the

same ground as those killed, as no other method of meeting the pre-e- ut

emergency would be legal.

Interest has centered in the two ordinances providing for the

of municipal electric lighting plants at the new City Hall and the Insane Asy-

lum, which were given a .second reading in the House and were rcferied to

the Ways and Meaus Committee. The oidinanees are pronounced to be de-

fective in that tbelr titles show them to be appropriation ordinances instead t.f

ordinances to provide for the erection and maintenance of an electric plant.

Before the ordinances tan be legally passed they will ic.niire the certificate

of the which, at the pii-si-.- crisis in the ritv's- - finances, may not

be forthcoming. The is now burdened with the necessity of pro-

viding for a deileit amounting to over .?ir,o.i)0O.

Meanwhile the public awaits a relighting of tin- - alleys and parks lying

south of Washington avenue and the olliciaN of the Health Pcp.inn.oiit groan

under the added responsibility resulting from H- i- use of candies and coal-o- il

lamps in the 1'oorhouse aud Female Hospital.

At the close of the first week after the Weenie Company's

action In shutting off Its Incandescent city lighting service there is not a glim-

mer of hope for immediate relief.

COUNCIL REJECTS
JOINT RESOLUTION.

The City Council wrestled thrfe hours

with the joint resolution Introduced In the

Houfe Friday night before reachlni? nn ad-ler- se

decision upon it yesterday afternoon.

If It had been adopted the reflation,
which was carefully wotdtd, would have

orenrd a pathway for electric light co-

rporation, other than the MHsouri-Edlxo- n

Company, into the public buildings ami in-

stitutions.
With the defeat of the three temporary

'Uhtlng bills by thu House Krldny nlRht
died h!1 hope for immediate relief in the
llghtlns situation. The Joint resolution,
however, supported by the same m.ijonty
of eighteen which delivered a knockout
blow to the people, on ill
face would have iMVid the wny for other
corporations in the lighting buine-s- . Iti
real purpose opens a wido range of guesses.

The resolution follows:
Wher.i. An nri,iwr exit la the llehtln;

Ituilton In this cltj. ami the ir.-tt- j r llyhn
In the puhllc rulMIng i't thla city is apparent,
to alt; threfoir. le tt

lteole.J. by the Hoc-- e ot DeleRaws. t!j- - Coun-

cil That wc iIeJce our to t ,ss
ny rt'.ltt bill that may be presented by any

llfhtir.t: company In tbls city that will vroc(l
at once to Un'at the public buildinis f the city
at a cost not c the price charced in the
cntract WcJi exi-ire- January 1. 1S0O.

Whatever tha e may have been to
the majority faction in the House tt was
tectlvrd with a blare of trumpets In the
Council. Four of the members wcro ex-

tremely desirous of Its being concurred in
by a majority in the Council, the debate
over its merits and demerits even extending-int-

personalities, finally winding up In the
offlco of City Counselor Hen Schr.urmacher.
where its further promotion was Maed by

nn opinion which invalidated tho possibili-

ties offered in its provisions.
Indulge In Personalities.

Councilman Kratz presented the resolu-
tion, moving that the Council concur. Jlr.
Thuner seconded his motion, but befjre the

f.is and nays were taken Mr. Horton viJi
it: his feet. He said: "While I do not w'sh
tt jppear in the light of an jbtrurUanist
I would adtlse a more careful considcra.icn

r this resolution's provisions. Since It has
jeen read for a second time by the pecrc--

try I recognize it to be the same measure
..'.llch was brought before this body on Fri-

day and defeated. After sober thought I
jalk at the proposition cf pledging my
etc in advance. There are Fcriaus objec--

:ous to my mind whether such a relief
!I as Is outlined In the resolution would

tand under the Charter. I move that we
!:.y the matter over until tho next meet-in;- ."

Mr. Kratz: "That will not do. We nre
hero as the representatives of the peoplo
ut St. Louis, and tho city tceds light."

Mr. Horton; "So far as I can see the
pledging of votes to pass relief bills is no
puarantee that wo will have light. Wo
would bo In a nice box if wo pledped our
votes and the City Counsolor rendcud a
decision against tho vaJlJlty of stich relief
tills."

Mr. Thuner: "I shall not voto to pass tho
bills If they are ruled to be UlegaL That
is no excuse for opposing this fair propo-
sition, which will give tho people just what
they want in tho way of light."

Mr. Horton: "Now I begin to understand.
We are to star.d here and deliberately offer
to deceive the prospective electric com-

pany."
With much warmth. Mr. Thuner replied:

"It Is a freedom I have to change ray vote.
When I am called upon to explain my rea-m- s,

It Trill b. forthcoming. 1 am as rep

the I

House

remunerating- -

establishment

Comptroller,
Comptroller

.MNsonri-Ktliso- n

,.gimn

utable as any man In the Municipal A- - I

semuiy. 1 never ueienueu :u:y uiiuia.-tlon.- "

Mr. IIoJrcm: "This body has no right to
shure in the ignominy which haa fallen on
the House, and I am opposed to the reso-

lution. It Is shameful for the numbers to
attempt to shoulder the Maine upon this
body."

Mr. Thuner: "That Is a lame ex use. lie
! th champion of the Missouii-ndWo-

This is an Independent bod, an1 it is for
u to aet "

Mr Kratz: "flrntlemen. jour remarks are
getting altogether too pergonal If we'
concur in the resolution. I feel confident
that these companies will light the public
buildings It is Mi;h time to act.
It Is a slmplo resolution. Tho Council can-

not nfford to wait longer."
City ComtNi'lur'"! Opinion.

Itlght here Mr. Schnell. who had been a
silent listener, popped up in the far corner
of the room nnd said: "It Is a great won-
der to me how some men can change In
their views. Only a -- hort time ago these very
gentlemen all tallied gas. and now tliey
want electricity. 1 do not understand. I
want an opinion from the City Counselor
before I cast my ballot en the resolution."

On motion ot Mr. Sehnell. the Council
then took a recess until ; p. m., the interim
to be utilized by Mr. Hchnurmacher in
looking up thu law and framing an opinion.
It follows:

have the honnr t aknanled the rrelnt .fa v of a cuncurr-u.- t r solution per.Jtnic ,n
the Cu-ici- l. and jour request r..r my opinionas to the Wrulity of a ntlief bill such a thtenteral Uted by siM resolution Th resolution
recites. In eubManie. that whercar. an emcr-senc- y

exijt, in the nshtlnE tiiuatiun In thlt
that It Is ther-fo- re rcjlve.1 hy the llt,uo" ofDelegates. lu founcll concurring. Ui.it the ipod-1- trMire tn-- ir votes fur the passage of any
relief bill that bnniaj present! by any IIBht-In-

company In the city. hich mu pr-e- atonce to light th.. public bulIJinin at a mi nf
eiceeJIns tho prict-- charscj In the contract for
Ilahttnr. nhlch ejj, red January 1, ioK.

1 bate th lnn.Tr t adile joj thir. In m
opinion, tuch a relief bill would be IniaJiil.

SocUcn T of artkle xi ef the cily caart,r
exrresrly proUt- -j Uut "ull contracts relat.nc
to city affairs Shall bo ia writing .;rned and ex-
ecuted In :lie n ime of th elf,, by lha officerauthorized to make the same after due noticeara in no ca bv tie or any
cerranlltse thereof

If the llch:.r.K of the mia- - luiii.,,c. ffa,doce under the contemplated rcoiuilrvn f wo-- la
be d.ne either gratuiton-l- y, cr. at rai.t underan Implied contract at tho mjucestlon of the

You Hill hue noticed that the secUon
cf the City Charter epres'Iy prohibits the ,
Mji.bly frtn enter-r- Into any contract in rela-
tion to the city affair, and. furthenncre. there
would be no agreement In writing, signal "aDj
ejecuted In the name ot the city by 8ny ofnoerhiving any authority to do t. Any relief bill
which m.fht be iisd. vvcalj. re tB
ee.uival-- nt ts ctrrpensation afforded for public

ork r.ct done unj-- r ary vatll cr.ntract. andnouM to In tie niture of a praiulty.
In addition to the forccoinK. I call the atten-

tion of jour honorable boJ. alto, to section
of articls vi ot tho State Censtltutlon. ,h!ch rro
vliies ayainat tie pajment of anj claim ajaln.t
the State, or any county cr municipality of theState, under any acrccment or contract madowithout ciprtea authority of taw. and declaring
all such unauthorized agreements or contract tabe cull and void A valid contract to m-- et the
present emergency ln cnly be made purraant
to ordinance, z mere. cannot act as a
BubUtute

Not lis First Appenrnner.
While the opinion was being read a broad

smile rested on Mr. Morton's face. It was
the same opinion which the City Counselor
delivered to the Board of Public Improve- -

'q , a i h ; , ?

l S ?!tttt . R ' ' iMr f
, ii 'Ah 1 1 1 S ;, i) ') j . j fr hi
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.iixcujok: "Wiiaooo: HE'S

mr-nt- s two month no, also Monticnl with
the one writtm for the benefit of Health
Commissioner StarMoff nhtn tliat ollliial
desired to lmrcliaao tlectric liRht.

The vote on the joint rosoiution w.m taken
after the opinion haJ Uo;n fully dlsesteU. It
follow :

HOUSE REFUSES TO
INVESTIGATE ITSELF.

The adjourned session of the lli,ue at It
a rn. became - heated at one period th it
it was feared violence would be done. Iel-.-ga-

l.oiz, nil utulerrfz' d but nevcrthe-lf- i
determiiie-- fragment of tho minority

faction, wie the cause of It all. Indipnil-en- t
of tho other feen member of the

mlnoritv, Mr. Iopez introduced a resolu-

tion which must have turn. Judging from
the uprnar it eretd.

"An honest m-t- I.eed fear no invet!i;n-tie- n.

and a dishonest roan should ! In-

vestigated." was Mr. l.ojez".-- preniuble to
the resolution, which call-- d for an investi-

gation cf a report circulated to the eff.et
that certsiin metnUrs of the Houte had re-

ceived money to defeat and to rt lard light-

ing measures.
Members agiit tlieir bo.ith is the res-

olution was being; read, it follows:
Whereas. Tlit" ircrnt cimiruct for

IIkIiIIuft our tree tvlll expire .Mny

1, tl'lio, niul,
Wliereai. limine Hill . I7t, vvlilell

wax ii temporary UsIilliiK bill to run
from viiiy 1 to September I, llt, Iiiih

lireil air ffulfil lij Ibis Ilnlioe. tln-feb-

jmiblntr II iilijslcnl liniiii.oililltiy
for eaimilfllllon lai elder Ilia" llflil,

Hlierrua, Till" el ff flit lf "Hill Wll I"

naaliiil Hif vtflfiirc niul Hie lieil
aif amr fily. unit,

V Iiera-iiK- , It foinnitin lliat
eerlnin nif inlif " nf llil-- llaiilsf luivn
received lnri" Hinii tif niaiiif). naitre-Itnlln- ir

tIii.iHH, in order lo nffeft and
retard leclsllillon lirrliilnlilK lo lliu
lilibtlnc f our iilrceli: llirrfforf,
lie II

Itevailvfil. 'Hint a fniiiiiiitlee of four
members. Iva fllfli from the maajorlly
aml minorllj of Hits Houe. lie

I" maUc an Inv riHantlnn lis
to the Irtltli air falilj of lluise ls:

llial wnld cinimlllrf lif empiiTV-- e

ri-a- l lai Inf ur ally reasoimble rvprnie
In rnilii detectives, nhleh may lie

iii'rrx.ri' lai nreompHHli said iur- -
pose.

,niez Defrlnls His Fte solllliiill.
Kebgate Ktllj wat the tirt to get the

attention of tho Speaker in answer to tho
resolution He said: "This is an outrage
p,y what right hat Mr. I.opez brought In a
resolution the purport of which Is to be-

smirch th" characters of the members of
this honorable body, and on rumor? Is it
fair? Ami lie darci to do this on rumor.
1 move that thu resolution bo instantly
tabled."

The confusion was dazing. A half dozen
Delegates seconded the motion, but no voto
was taken upon it.

Fifteen numbers tried to talk at once,

but Delegate I.opez held out the longest
Tim vetrrnn members, at his au-

dacity, listened.
"Monev ipent In such an Investigation

will save thousands of dollars to the tax--

payers." he shouted. "Everywhere I go I

am availed by my friendf I am a mem-

ber of thli House, nnd I resent the accusa-

tions. They are charged by many people.

I want the House purged, and that is the
purpose of my resolution. Let us turn on

the light and expose the guilty partlts."
Such language used on the floor of the

House was so strange that many of the
members laughed at his words. Since Mr.

Ipez has been in the House he has been
the soune of a series of surprise-- , but on
thi occasion he more than outdid himself.
Hut he was not allowed to proceed

Aaljolirnnlf nt In Disorder.
Incited by members cf the majority ."fat-

ed "in hU part of the chamber. Delegate
Madera started to put a quietus on the
incalter He characterized the resolutions
as a "grand tad lJ'a3'" and taIJ lh:t

actions Justlfl-- d the charge
that if he vvas not the agent of a light-

ing corporation, he was nctlng in that ca-

pacity Mr. Lopez retorted that he only
wanted to get at the truth, which the ma-iorl- tv

was seeking to conceal.
Alone on his feet, struggling against

overwhelming odds with support from
none save Delegate Holtcamp. the spectaclo

have earned applaupeof Mr Lopez might
lr anv place save the Municipal Assembly.
The contention advanced by Mr Holtcamp
was that tho rnemlier was at least entitled

consideration of the Hou'e until hoto the
had finished his speech. Speaker MurreU

ruled otherwise, and a motion to adjourn
was entertained, the majority retiring un-

der fire There was no actual voto upon

the resolution, although It is considered nd

doubt that the measure is dead for-

ever.

LITTLE PROSPECT OF RELIEF.

Passage of Xevv Teuipoiary Hills
the Only Solution.

Concerning the fate of the ordinances In-

troduced in tho House Friday night to pro-

vide electric lighting plants at the new
City Hall and Insane Asylum, It was stat-
ed in one quarter yesterday that the meas

'' '

i:i.ov. on: nice littlk
Ayes Sles'ra. Carrolt, Gau ICratz, Thu-nt- r

t.
jC,o notices. Horton, Mcyi nlmrg;. Itieli-arJ- s,

VlKgIiu. Jleler 7.

Alistnt Hoffman,
The founcll adjournel, to meet at It i.

in.

ures were not Intended lo 1 pa."-- and
in proof ttunof It was cited that they
were dif.ctlve. In that their title shows
them to ! appropriation ordinances; in-

stead of ordinance, to provide for the erec-

tion nnd maintinanco of plants. As null
they will require thesjcertlllcate of the
Comptroller befor they ran legally be

passed
Ju-- ii present the Comptroller ! -d

with the r.ece.ity of providing for
iidefitit intheinuniclp.il tevenue amount-

ing to more than elj-'.n- Judging; from 'he
way In which he threw up Ids hands In

consternation yesterday when iikcl If
tin re was an avenue by which the money
would be forthcoming, it is ciuite unllVelv

that he will Increase his presni illtlieulty
by ma!:i:.y the deficit more than JC"V),i03

when tho Delegates eomo to him for a cer-

tificate. Yesterday the ordinances were
given a second rending In the Houe ar.d
refernsl to thu Wajs and Means Cnm-mltt-

tin Monday morning there will be a fpe-ci-

of the ISoaid of l'ubllc luiprove-nui.t- s,

c.illtel for the purpose of drafting
new temporary ordinances for presentation
to th House. President llobert II McMath
spoke In this aonncrtinn as follows:

"The only thlnf which remains to be done
Is for the Hoard of l'ubllc Improvements to

send to tho Municipal Assembly drafts of

three ordinnncis. to tako the place of th
three killed Friday night. Tliee ordinate's
will have to cover the same ground as iho-- e

dt felted or they will be Illegal."
K n. Urucknmn. vice president nnd gen-ir- al

manaeer of the Imperial Mtctric Light.
Heat and Power Company, called on M:ij'-- r

Zlegenhiln yesterday and endeavored to
gain his cons nt to lighting the new Cily
Hall in accordance with the pnrpo-ltio- n pre-

viously made by the company. He had
the rtply of the Mayor, anil he said

that his company was perfectly willing to
undertake the work If ho received tome.
ort tif aF'uranee that the Mayor would

u-- m his Influence: to obtain a settlement at
the proper time. He reached no agneir.eiit
with the Mayor.

lloth branches of the Municipal Assembly
will meet Monday at 11 a. m Meantime
there will be conferenc-- s without number,
and while tli("e deliberations go on the
wards or tho city at tho P.xirhotise ami Fe-

male Hospital run the riek of a direful
calamity and endure no end of Inconven-
ience through the want of proper light.

The W. lsb'ich which Is r:

light in that portion of the city
outh of Keokuk etrect Is keeping the dis-

trict illuminated not only without anv
compensation but with very little pro'pec-- t

of receivliiij any imancial return for Its
services.

The Welsbach people, through N'evill
Sims, their resident agent. elocd a con-

tract a year ago with tho Mayor, by which
they were to Illuminate a certain territory
of Hie city with the Incandescent mantle
lights. The district In which the Wa Isbach
people ware to operate Is embraced within
the district controlled by the franchise of
the Cuondelet Clan Company. The condi-
tions of tho contract entered into at that
tlmu stipulated that the contract was to
terminate at any time hn notice was giv-

en by elttur partv to it. This provision whs
made necessary because ot the fact that
the Carondelet Gas Company, nt any time
it chose to extend Its service to this i!N-trl- rt.

was to have solo control of the
lighting privilege there. The Carotid" let Gns
Company has so far maile no effort to

Its in lids direction, and
there seems little likelihood of its doing
so.

When the city off.cinl became aware of
the critical period In tla." affairs of the city's
lighting, last November, the Mnjor and the
President of the Hoard of Public Improve-
ments, according to the statement of Mr
McMath, took steps to see what could be
don-- v In the matter of letting temporary
contracts to tide over the emergency iri-t- il

the permanent lighting bills were passed.
Thev soon that they were "ep
a tr.'e." Ilgurntlvelv spe-ikln-

Mr. McMath said yesterday.
"We addressed communications to the va-

rious lighting companies asking; their terms
for furnlrhing lUht temporarily. The fln--t

leply we received was amicry aa to wheth-
er we had authority to make such a con-

tract. We immediately sousht the advice
of the City Counselor, who informed us that
neither mvself. the Major nor any other
ofiicl.il had the authority to Ign such a
contract.

"On learning thK we advised the Wels-
bach people of the City Counselor's opin-

ion. They have not as yet addresed a re-

ply to the communication, but they contintle
to Illuminate the streets in their dlnrict
as usual. I have r.o Idea what motive actu-
ates them, however, as there seems very
little likelihood of their receiving any com-

pensation for the service.
"If the temporary lighting bills had net

been defeated In the House last night, the
Welsbach company might havo secured tho
contract until the temporary lighting bills
went into effect, and It is possible that In
that Instance they mlsht have considered
the loss of compensation for the Intervening
two months of Jfoverabtr and December,
for which they can now obtain no relief,
merely as a contribution toward the general
welfare of tho citizens. Now that the tem-
porary lighting bills have bea d, eated, I

i ..

houskoi mukusall DOWN."
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do not know whether they will continue
the service gratis or not."

MR. TAMBLYN'S SPEECH.

A Ifoport That .Mr. Dodtl Dictated
a Part of It.

A report was circulated around the Clty
Hall vesterday to tho e'ffect that Samuel
M. Dodd. president of the MlKsourl-Edl.so- n

Electric Company, had written, or dictated,
at least a part of the speech made by Mr.
Tamblyn In explaining why his committee
reported tho lighting bills adversely.

Mr. Dodd was seen Just after he had con-
cluded a Ions conference with Colonel H. C
Kerens yesterday afternoon. He was told
of the report In circulation, and ask d if it
wa.s true that he bad written or di:tated a
part of the fpi'tch in question. In reply
Mr Dodd said:

"I have nothing to do with tho City
Hall." The direct question was repeated,
and Mr. Derid replied again that ha had
nothing to do with the City Hall, and po-
litely refused to say anything further, ex-

cept that there was nothing new In the
city Ufihtlns eltuatlon.

Attack in Force at Night,
but Arc Repulsed by

British.

HATTMi STILL ON.

Had Been Raging Over
Six Hours When White

Reported.

METIIUEN'S MISTAKE.

He Delayed Too Long
and Lost His Chance of
Reaching Kimbcrley.

Linlan. .Tin. C TIio War OtTice this
isuKi the following:

"Fiom Puller. I"rera Camp. Jan. C Tho
following tUesrim was received from
General White:

" "Jan. . 5 a. m. Tho enemy attacked
Caesar's Camp at 2:43 a. in.. In conidtrable
force. The enemy wns everywhere

lut tho fighting still continues.' "
Getiiral Uuller's telegrams caaisetl many

late-- calls at tho War Office, in expectation
of tho re. eipt of additional news. The
olllclals stated at midnight, however, that
nothing further would be Issued during1
the night. No news has been received from
other sources, though tho dispatches indl-eat- e

that important events at the front
ure Imminent, if not actually progressing at
this time.

iionus ii.wK !mi,ooi mi:v.
BV AU'liKD IdNNEAH.

SPECIAL BY CABLII
Caru Town. Jan. 11" by

W. II. Hearst.)! arrived ay from tl.e
front tit Mo-ide- r Itlver a'ld Cole'.erg.

Tile Boerh havo now nearly tv.tMi ram ia
the Held. The Dutch farmers of Cape Col-
ony have, with few exceptions, thrown In
their lot with the and the Brit-
ish annr must bo raised to l?) n.en.

What 'we chiefly latk is mounted infan-
try nd long-rang- e, quick-fir- e artillery- - At
least 2u."' men in tbi-- berviccs are needed.
The British field artillery has surfered se-

verely from the Boer rule liro in Its
to get within tho range of

tho enemy's guns. A .serious lack of fore-tig- ht

hub been shown bj England in not
sending nt first quick-firin- g' guns, with all
the tavalry and artillery that could have
lein lOlleeted.

Tho llrltl-l- i have already lost In killed,
wounded and pnoni rs over 7.'j0 men.
These losbes, etieckj' and actual disasters
naturally put great heart Into tho Boers.

Puller has his hands rnoro than full In
Natal. Mell.uen lost his ohanto of
rem hing Kimberl. y lit ills self-allott- eight
das. by i.ot pushing up his first victory
at MoUder Kiver. while the Boers were in
retreat. He should have kept them moving
by pursuit.

Our lie n quite able and willing' to
puh forward with the promlted land of
Klmberley as a rewant The delay was
turned to advantage by Cronle, who du
Intrenchmenth, and the dbsuater at Magers-fontei- n

followed.
Then camai BuIIor's reverse In his at-te-

l to crois tho Tugela. and this, with
tlie repulse of Gatacre, hast doulded the Ma-Jul- ia

Hill memory.
In point of fact. Gatncre's defeat was

more serious than Collej's. He lost mora
men; we lost all our bnirgage and wagons.
Every officer was denuded of his kit. and
Gitarre. in common with his staff, returned
in Jtnt what h-- e stood up in, without even
a clean collar or a change of Kicks.

I eloubi if the British Army ever
a more dispiriMnir position than Is oura

now in South Africa.
iiiviitt en .vn ri:i:M'ii.

Iindon. Jan. . According to a special
dljiatch from Cape Town. General Methuen
ts building a railroad around the Boer po-

sition at Magersfontein.
The lighting around Cole-sber- was re-

newal this morning, the British artillery
opening to the westward t.f the town. The

Indicate that the attack, is
into a general

Advices from Belmont say that two com-

panies ot Canadians, dispatched to cover
the of Colunel Pilcher's column,

il a pas. l miles eut. to prevent any
att'inpt of the Boers to a ut off the force.

Colonel Baden-Powell- 's in the sor-

tie at Mafekins raises serious e'.oubts of
Ii s ability to hold out much Ionga.-r- .

To-da- however. conuM a report that
Colonel Plumer reached Moehudl from Fort
Tull. alwut January 1. with the Hhodejlm
relief force. As Colonel Plumer had at his
dlpoal about 3.XJ men. If the news Is cor-

rect, he ought to bo able to raise the fcltgu
of Mafeklng.

nouns iiii:iit unv aiti:v.
cape Town, Jan. 6. A dispatch from

Ilersrhcl. Capo Colony. reiorts that
Grey has been diverted by the Boers. whajMt
families will go to the Orange Free State.

Thu Boers, according to this dispatch, are
constructing' intre.ncliments between Lady
Grcj aitif Barkley West

RUSSIA IWASSING TROOPS.

Announcement That It Mervly Is
Experimental Mobilization.

St I'tteniburg'. Jan. C -- It is somlofflrially
anr.eiuncesl th-i- t the masting of troops on
tho Afghanistan frontier was done merelr
to test the capacity of the Central Asiatle
railroads to mobilize troops.

The enirlmtnt. it Is added. Is regarded
as highly successful, as It prove that in
case of neeeity troops from tho Cau-

casus can reach the Afghanistan frontier
In eight days.

This explanation In adroit enough, but It
does not remove the .suspicion that Itussia
Is preparing to take advantage of Great
Britain's embarrassments at a favorable
moment.

SITUATION IS GRAVE.

France Is Insisting on an Immedi-

ate siett lenient of Differences.

St John". N. F.. Jan, deadlock
over the modus Vivendi for tho French

shore continues. The Colonial
is unable to arrange for an early

sesslon of the Legislature to pass a bill re-
newing it. and the French Government is
Insisting upon tho immediato passage ot
such a measure, either by the local assem-
bly or the British Parliament. Officials here
admit that the situation Is very grave. Tho
Colonial Office In London Is making every
effort to adjust matters anil provide con
cessions wnicn win inauco tne local au
tborltlc to act promptly. 1

ovwwwvwwwwvwi

Hs0assOsiSOs0ni (;i:m:kai. w it i:us.
s T.ira Boers attirka 1 Iadys:n 'h at

3 1', '. I Ic yesterday m'.r".--- ; m O
a eor.slda ra ie fori e. O
t White repnrtail at 9 a "i. a

fiat tlie y had been 1 ut - a

a t!p- - tigliting' still con'lnul at that t
t he.-t- thus that It hid 1 'in -

si- rag'ig ft r ove-- r six hours. s
s Tli.. result Is not known.

According' to a dispatch from Cn?n
t Town, tho Boars now hive '." (') men
s in tho Held. s
s Alfred Kin-.e- ar savs that
s iitl.iye-- l te loutr and thus lt,"t bis
r chance of relieving Kimberb y.

s His d'spatch piva .some con- -
" emlns the defeat of Ga'a ro at s

sllto-niborc- ;. which show- - the compl.'e s
s nature of the reverse the British is- -

O taini-- d there. A
s Gitai-r- lost his entire wag-.-.- t- -. ., fr

including all supplies, not even P.

s iig left a clean collar or a chaa i Jw

u. ks.
s Me'hiienls tobca-or.- - ' . y

Ing a railroad around Mnger-- f .. 1

Frirrch's column facing" Cedesba s;
i repa rtfsi to be In a general en- -

a

a Advices fre :n Natal Indicate that a
grrat battle ts about to be fougjit
along- the Tugela Biv.-- .

HOOafsVOOO sVOoB
SITUATION SUMMARIZED.

Boers' Unexpected Attack on
Ladysmith Considered an

Important Movement.

Bl" MILTON V. SNYDEIt
Si'ECIAL BV CAF.LB.

Indon. Sunday, Jan. 7. (Copv right. ISO".

by James Gordon Benrett ) While djrln
I ha- - last w eek there has been pl nty of

over the war new3 from various
seats of military operations. It was reserved
for last nlicht to bring what Is. In its possi-
bilities, probably tho most lraportin t.a-i-.g- s"

of tho seven daj v.
During all day vesterday there v s t

mark-s- l absence of news from South Africa,
and London venders of nevvspaicrs were at
their wits' ends for a ' to jhout cat t
attract the utte-ntlo- ot the public-I-t

was not till practically everybod had
gone to bid that a bulletin was d by
the War ejtlico in the shape of an --

ingly brief di?pitch from General V hit.-- ,

saying that tho Botrs In cerealJerable force,
wliati-ve- tlwit may mean, had made an at-

tack on hU forces at Caesar's Camp at an
early hour yesterday morning-- , antl had bcn.t
everywuer repulsed. No further dctails-ar- a

yet to hand.
Gceral Trench has not besn long-I-n tak-

ing Ivantage f the which
lie received at dawn this morning. He niaele
a 'Utermtnwl assault on the ro-s- " positions
at Colesberg In which all his a. ar-
tillery, cavalry and Infantry were engaged.

In "flcial report. Issued yesterday, of
the repula last Thursday of the Boer -k

on Ids left Sank. General Trench, says
that the incmys evident object was to re-
open communication with Bactu. He sajs
also that Boers were yesterday disclosed
tlvo miles north of Colesberg. located In a
trtsh position, with two heavy gunta. and
that they were still In force to the south-
east of the town.

At Tasela lllifr.
Though the stringency of the censor con-

tinued, sdfltcient facts have come to Lon-

don to that an important move at
the Tugela llivtr Is Imminent.

General B idler Ij busy reeonnoiterlng tho
position of Ids enemy, though one should
hardly dignify- - env ot his operations with,
the title of iecon:iobrnnco m force, as wa
don" by one correspondent's telegrams. Tba
most Important reconnols-atic- appears M
have been one consisting wholly of mount-a- d

troops with two held gun", untie Iajnl
Dandonald, which, coiereii by the. fire af
rune- long range naval guns, rnaele an ef-

fort to feel the strength, of the Coew ocupylr.g Mount Inhlawc.
The ltoers are reiiotteel to have replie I

with rlfte fire at long range, but refraineal
from dlscleslng their position", and con-
tented thera-eelvas- i with a demonstration en
the BrltMi outer Manic which made the re-

tirement of the small force desirable.
We read alo that thu Boers hail a helio-

graph, on a mountain top. sig-
nalling thtlr camp at I'mluii-wan- e

during the artlon. I expect the Boer.s
have a verr eomplito system ot signals la
working order to facilitate tlvo rapid re.
e nf rcement of threatened points by troops
now camped in central situations.

v.e are told that the Tugela has fallen,
and that the river Is fordaWe at the usual
lKilnts. constituent!- - we may c that
tho bridge which the Boers bad thrown
across the river has been rcatoreal. anil al
that they find no dililcidty In communicat-
ing between the north and south banks.

IN JURY'S HANDS.

Closing Speeches Occupied Almost
the Entire Day.

nKPUMJC BPECIA...
Vienna, II! . Jan . Charleys I'. Johnson,

for thea defense, and F. M. Youngblood of
Carbondale. for tho prosecution, closed th
argument In Uie Lauder riot case to-ii-

The courthouse was crowded to hear their
rlouucnce. Tho"e who had expected great
Fpeeeh1 ws?re not disapriointed.

The speeches were followed by Judge
Vickers's instruction to tte Jury. At 8
in. the Jury retired for a verdict.

WEBSTER DAVIS TALKS.

Says Ilis Visit to South Africa Hiu
No Politics in It.

SPECIAL- - BT CABLE.
Capo Town. Jan. 6. (Copyright. 10i by

W. K. Hearst.) Welater Davis, Assistant
Secretary of the Interior in Washington,
after dining with Governor General Milner

said:
"My visit to the Capo Is solely for tho

ivike of my he altli. I do not expect to stay
long and will go to Pretoria as soon rta

possible. My visit has no political signifi-
cance. I camo to meet Hay."

JUDGE EMMET RODGERS.

Prominent Citizen of .Toucsboro,
Ark., Pusses Away.

HEII'nUC Sl'ECLVU
Jomsboro. Ark.. Jan. C Judgo Emmet

Itodgers died here this, morning.
His funeral will occur from th

First Methodist Church In thia city. Ser-
vices will be conducted by the Reverend
Frank Barrett, assisted by the Pjtvsrtnds
John Eld'on and J. M. Itains. f


