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of the British War Department --The Queen's Christmas Sorrow-

-English Society-Oth-er News by Cable to The Sunday Republic,

THE MAN WHO IS

MBPff"fTWffTfPr "'aavlaarVWMW

GENERAL CIIAKLES E. KNOW
Who Is in Command of the ISritish Forces That Are Trvinj; to Can

tun the Boer Guici-.t- l. De Wei.

rjn'uni.ic special.
I.ondoii. Dec. 2). England Is placing a

BKat deal of dependence upon Major Gen-
eral Charles Edmond Knox just now.

General Knox Is In command of the troops
whose special assignment It is to capture
General Ie Wet. the Doer officer whose
forces hae been harassing the life out of
the British long after they were reported
reasonably "pacified."

General Knox, who .n born In 1S11. has
already seen South African service in the
Berhuanaland campaign of ISSI-i- in which

HOLIDAY GOSSIP

OF BRITISH COURT.

The Royal Family Spent Christmas
at Osborne Castle and

SandriiiKhani.

WALES IS TO VISIT IRELAND.

Expectation That the Political Re-

sults Will Be Gratifying Eng-
land Still Talking of the

Gallant Dublin Fusiliers.

SPECIAL B CABLH
I.ondon. Dec. IS. The royal family spent

Christmas quietly. The Queen and her reti-

nue were at Osborno Castle, while the
Prince and Princess of Wales and other
members of tlio court were at Sandrlngham
Thero were presents innumerable. Rood
wishes without limit, and some practical
charity work.

But the Christmas month is a gloomy
reason for Queen Victoria Thlrtj -- nine jears

s on December 14, the Prince Contort
died, twentj-tw- n vearsago altotit the same
time. Princess Alice diel. The anniversaiies
of these dcafns are solemnly commemorated
each year, the Qui en being Joined by all
members of the royal family who are In
England for the services at Prosmore Man.
Foleum.. This iear Princess Beatrice came
home from Germany in time for the

having only been away a week
During hi r absence Princes victoria of
Schleswig-Holsttl- n and Princess Alice of
Albany kept her Majesty companj. th
Duchess of Albany having left her daugh-
ter Lehind on a visit to the Queen whm pr.e
returned home. Princess Christian, with her
second ri.iusl.ter. Princess Aribert. eamo up
to tbe castle to lunch daily, while Princess
Ixiul-- e and the Duko of Argjll arrived the
Sunday before the services. Among the
other isitora were Prince and Princess
Ivniis of Battenberg. with their eldest child.
Princess Alice, the Duke of Cambridge and
the Duke and Duchess of . the Utter
eouplo fresh from thilr South African ex-
periences. There were several diplomatic
visitors also, including Sir Frank Lascelles.
Ambassador at Berlin, while the Bishop of
Illpon preached bcfcie her Majesty and the
royal family.

PrlnentH mil llospltnl Milp.
The Princess of Wales probably the wom-

an most beloved and at times most sympa-
thized with In nil England is one roj.tl
Jail;, who, when she talus an Interest In a
charitable enterprise, maintain that inter-
est. It will be renumbered that out of the
ho-pit- al ships engaged in the South African
war rvrvlce bears her name. Each time
this vessel returns from South Africa w.th
lier cargo of Invalids, the ITineess goes
down to Southampton to welcome tlm
home. The ship came back from its third
trip tccently. anil the ITlnc-es- s was early to
xMt It. Aecompaniedtby Princess Victoria,
imd Prince and Princess Charles of Den-
mark, she wint all oer the ship, which
she now knows so well, greeting the medical
and nursing staff as old friends, and with
cheery words for the sick and wounded, fur
w nom she has done mi much. There w ere 170
Invalids on board, nearly all quite con-
valescent. But one death occurred dunng
the voyage. The Princess and her daughters
ame up from Sandringham on purpose for

this inspection, the Trince having remained

PURSUING DE WET.

he was honorable mentioned, and receied
the breet rank of Lleutenint Colonel In
the present war he has been In command of
the Thirteenth Brigade.

Briton realize that iho chase will be a
hard one. They do not undcrtstimnte the
shrewdness and a!ilit of De Wet. and they
rather overestimate his ud vantage in know-
ing the country.

Hut thy expect General Knox to do the
work ed to him. nr.d if he succeeds
there will be great rejoicing in the British
empire.

In town since he retumel from staving with
Ljr.l and I.uly Pirhright at IKnley Park.
The Prince foimally took his seat in the
House of l.ords during .in earlv sitting of
the new Parlianit-nt-. and his other othcial
duties Included the attendance at a meeting
of the British Museum trusties.

iniiinfr uoai time tn Irelanu.Kovalty. and those who follow the kail of
royalty, are discussing the probable polit-
ical value of the proposed of he
l'rince and Princess ot Wales to Ireland
next ipriU There Is the deepest satisfaction
with the results of the Queen's recent litto the green We. and there is an apparent
eontMence in equal satisfaction from the so-
journ of the Crown Prince 'nnd Princess.T. ia Uptnnnn.l tk-- 1. . . ,.: l ....it; Uliil Xlllicrss lire elJH'CltSl .1111.1April IS as guits of laird and Lidv--

at Mount Stiwart. and thev pro-pose attending the show of the NortheastAgrleultutal Society amorg other function".
further, the Irish are supposed to behighlv delighted et the Interest shown by

th Duke and In:chis--i of Counaught in so-
cial ami philanthropic matters since thevhave taken up their quarters at the Itoyalllcspltal. Kilm-ilnham- . As the head of theChurch laids' Brigade in England, the Dukewas specially pleased at recuvlng an ad-o- re

s or welcome from the Dublin Hauntingor the Boys Brigade.
liallnnt IrUh Soldirrn.

The rival f.nnily-a- nl the C.oernmnt
gencrally-bdle- M. that what they consider
the Increasing frleneliness of Ireland for
the ruling powers has :,een enhanced ta-
ttle gallantry of the Irish troops in SouthAfrica, and by the prompt recognition oftheir by the War Office and the peo-ple of I.ngl.tnd. Xi regiment Ins bth.utdmire si;mr!ilv or vitfiWn.1 n.... u it.. i
bouth Africa thin tho Ibnal Dublin Fusil-iers Both battalions hje been in XaUIthroughout the war. In the storming ofTuUra Hill the S.si.nd Dublin did mignifl-ccr- .t

uoik. and carrn-- l off the honors ofthe day. The Duhlins lost two officers andfour men killed, and ihnc officers and !IfU-fo- urnun wounded. Other brilll mt little ac-tions in .hieh the Second Dublins
tlieiu-el- es were an annum! trainn connoNs.ince iropi and iaie--wi.t- n

an jnnorul train was ..trailed an.iaiMitenint lranltland w.i tak. t
this action. Private Cavanagh. "lie

Ilrlng line Ml ba k, tiire .ifte? tine nil" I

viiiu--d the horsesho- - lit f ,..', , '
J

.
from vnt loping the tiain

During the Ii'litiug which took platelicfnie;I.id smith was t.hived. t. Secondilattallon ji.l ell.nt work. .III- - Inthe attack on Gml.Ier'a K,. .,
,,-sill-In the battle of Colui-- o. wheH

Ib.lvcrs Heller made hU lirstitcss the TiiK.la. with disi-iro- is,,,"the itoj..! Dublin rnsiiit-r,-, re. .,,.
forced bj Hires- - lompiniisof First Battal-ion, hehr.ved with great credit.The regimenf;. to date inilude1 ant Colom 1. 3 Captains. 2 Lieuten-ants and M men killed, and 1 Lieutenantt o unci. 2 Majors, 4 Opt ,ns. r. I.le, tVn-an-

ts

and ITU nin wounded i total of tvc isualtlm This remimlK.il ,. theQutn. ard i.--. ju- -t now being ref-rr- cd towith persistent frequency.

THE QUEEN'S CHRISTMAS
SPOILED BY DEATH.

SPKCIAb by cabi.u.
Irfmdon. Dec. i. The Queen's Christmas

has been ntaoluti ly spoiled by the sudden
death or Lid Jane Churchill, who Ins
been the Quis?n's almo-- t constant com-
panion as lady in waiting for more than
forty--evc- n ear".

Few rcople looking at her would Inngine
that she was in her seventy-fourt- h jear.
as she was wonderfully onng looking and
well preserved. She was the daughter of
the third Lord Conjnghani. and U the
mother or the present Loid Churchill, who
married Lady Vtrena Ixuther. tlstr of
Lord IxinsdaU-- . He has atwnv? been a
great favorite of the Queen, for he was
her godson and royil rage, and aftcrwa-- d

receivid a commission in one of the hotisc-hc- ll
br.g.uie regimrts from her Majesty.

Since Ijuril Coventr's resignation he Ins
been acting as masicr of tha bi. knounds
till Lord Cnesham's return, by express wish
of the Queen. Nearly ever' one eoni.eeted
with the royal household attended thefuneral, which tool; place at Charltairv.Oxfordshire, not far from Conibury Park,
which .it one time belonged to the Churchillfamily.
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RECALL OF GENERAL COLVILLE
HAS CAUSED SEVERE CRITICISM.

Surprise Expressed That the Return of Lord Roberts Was Not

Awaited Mr. Brodrick, New War Secretary, Is Blamed1
General Colville Refused to Resign.

i:v UKitnmtT w p.n.
erpvnsht 1". I'V the .Vrw York Herald Coiu- -

panj
London. Saturdav. Dec. - The sudden

ree-a- of fit i.eril Sir llenr Colville from
his coiiim-iu- at i:il)r.ilt..r i.-- the bilk of the
town v

In ail its history of blundering incompi --

tt nei the War itlice nevi r aetid wltli Ii"-- '

seise and less straightforwardness.
General Colville. whose mllit.ir reputa-

tion stotvl ii high before Hie Tiansvual
mr. wa stnt pome after disistei beft II the
Imperial Yumunry at Lindlt list Mav.
v. In n .'ini m. n of the Thirteenth I: itlsili.it).
mi. lei Colonel Spragge. surn n.b'iid ! tho
in m Colonel Spragge has bun mll t --

outrated troni blame hj the pies, m Secro-ta- rj

of War in the House of c.imi.ions.
Sir llem.v Colville. at the lit .id of the

Highland JlrUade. had bttn sent to Llndle.v.
where Cjlonel Spragge expected to meet
him Sir lleiirv. however, went on to lled-bro- n

leaving Colom I Spiagge to the mercy
of De Wet Xo dialing in an way
with his conduct has been publish. si.
:i:m:h i. coi. ii.i.i: hi:i'i i:i

'in itiii;x. as m:tii i:sii:i).
It was at tlfst assumed, though without

adequ ite grounns, that he had lccn snt
home in ilisgr.uv. but In September he re-

turned to tlibraltar to take up the
he liad held before his departuro for South
Africa

Then public opinion was unnaturally
tered round, and 11 was bedieved thit he

was blameless, or at lenst. if he had com-

mitted an error of Judgment, that error had
been condoned.

Now we are told that Sir Kveljli Wood
who as Adjutant Cener.il. is In command of
He army until Lonl Iloberts arrives, has
lequested General Colville to that
he h.is refused to do so, but is coming homo
Immedi itely.

A rctus.il was proptr and dignified. Gen-

eral Colville is entitled to lie heard In bl-

own defense before beli.g mined and ell

graced.
Lord Methucn also failed to relieve Colo-

nel Spragge. He is still serving the Queen
with ciedlt in South Africa.
tti. in: mi''om:i to iiito. new kcui:t.iiv ok mail

Although this extraordinary step has
been taken In the name of Sir L'velyn
Svood, the sole respciusibility rets upon
the new Secretary of War, William St.
John Brodrick, and It is a heavy one.

His predecessor, Iord Lansdowne, must.
If he was fit fqr the post, have eonsidered
the whole question before he permitted
General Colville's return to Gibraltar

Mr. Brodrick may have the technical
right to reverse Iyird Liti'downe's de-

cisions, but it Is obvious that this right
should never be exercised to prejudice the
individual soldier, be his rank high or low.

What makes th" matter more extraor-
dinary Is that If the Secretary of War had
waited a week he could have consulted
Lord Uoberts, who is expect el to reT"h
London on Wednesday, and who muat know

YOUNG DUKE OF WESTMINSTER
TO BECOME A BRIDEGROOM.

CoiTiwiillis-VYVsl- .

WESTMIXSTKIfS
SI'ECIAL BY CABLE.

London. De. Z. The important of
converf.ition In London seclety Just now-- Is
the authorized announcement or the engage-
ment of the Duke of Westminster and Miss
Sheila Conwallls-Wes- t.

It was announced last June that this
youne couple were betrothed, but the an-

nouncement was denied. Now both fami-
lies confirm it.

The Duke is but nine months becoud tho
age of 21. He was born In March, 1S79,

the only son or the late Earl Groscxcnor
and of Slbtll Mary, daughter of the ninth
Earl of Scarborough a lady who married
secondly Mr George Wxndham, but who is
still known us the Counters Grosvenor.

Lord Bclsme as his courtesy title was
until be succeeded his grandfather in tho
dukedom a jear ago was educated at Eton,
and. entering the army, went to South Af-
rica an.l served on the personal stalf of Sir
Alfred Milner. He paid a brief visit to
England at the time of his succession to
the immense London and other estates of
the head of the Grosvenors. but returred
again to the beat of war, remaining there
until a few weeks ago.

MIS Sheila Cornw.illis-We- st Is the daugh-
ter of Mr. William Cornwallls-Wc- st of Ku-th- in

Castle. North Wales, and tho
on her father's side, of the

second I.ord de la Warr. On the side of her
mother, a' daughter of Mr. and Lady Olive
Fitz-Patrie- k, she is a
of the Marquis or Headrort.

Mr. Cornwall'iWest, who has teen I.ord
Lieutenant of Denbighshire since ISTi has
a property aUo in Hampshire, upon which

more about General Colville-- ' conduct ih in
inv one now at the War Office

When Mr. Bnslrisk was appointed by the
grace of the Que :i and the caprice of Lo.--l

Sali-bur- y to suecetd the Marquis of Lans-dow- n

he mi lit Ion.-- . 1 that he had ulvva-lov- iil

the ai in j. This qualification is
ieiit for a Stiret.ir of W.ir. especial-- l

ill times like these He should be an
admlnl-trat- or of the highi -- t attainable nt

and should have the eonlidtiiee of
all is- -, s.
I'l H'l'HKH Cltllll'lsvt Ior 'i hi: m it ih:iutmi:m-- .

In tin- - retmt brief session of Parliament j

.Mr Hrodri.k. bv the ret k less n. s-- of hist
mguige. vv.nt far to . olivine, the House

of I'ommons that his app.dntmml was a
serious mistake His treatment .if General
Colville will loulirni this impii's-io- u.

The meagerntss of the news sii.-- from '
the War office Is alo a cause of grave ;

iliseouteiit. It stents that a -- mill .btaeh-m- .
lit of jtiini.inri was tapturtd by the

Itoers mar Trieska, the other dav. and
th'it they were at once rt leased, thev, of
coiir-- e. disarmed

XolKidy btlieves that ever;.- - official tele-
gram to the Secretary of. War should be
published; but to concejl misfortunes, big
or little. s foolish, :m.l ,mly to be justi- -
fled by the sternest m'llt.iry nicis.s'ty.

Uird Kitchen, r's pruel.im.it ion. dated De- -

cemltr-- l, offering protection to all burgh-
ers in arms who voluntarily mrrendtr is
a partial fultillment of the promise undo

I
by Mr. Chamberlain to the Houe of Com-
mons. ,

It receives the approval of journals wheh i

would have denounced It as weakness thre-mont- hs

ago. If It helps to end the war it
will be more than justitled.

To those Boer- - who are now only fight-

ing for Iheir personal siftty the offer mu- -t

lie Irrcslstlblv attractive. How many of
them there- - are we shall soon see.

IS THIS THE TRUE REASON?

L'olviilo Snitl lo Ilavr M:uiV War u
I'Vjistim; Tinif.

Ioniluti. Dec. Cop right. l'-- bv W.
15 llenrst.) What - given as the rea-o- ii

for the dismissal of G.neral Sir Henry "ol-ll- le

from the army Is being
eTeneral Colville was the commandant of

tin Yeomanry who were surrounded and
captured near IJndlev on May 31 last.

He is supiwstsl to be fur the
disastir. but the facts of the case vv.re not
known.

Now it is learned tint Colville. while in
Hie Held, traveled with six cooks and a
wagon Io.nl of champaMie. On the nluht of
the Dudley disaster he was giving a --pre.nl.

In the midst of the festlv lilts a m. s- -t ti-

ger arrlv.d with a warning of the Boers'
approach. Colville kept the man waiting
four hours, and then It was too late.

Two prominent ollletr- -. Lieutenant Colo-li- fl

Spragge and Captain Ivor Gatst. have
followed Colville into retirement. Spragge

AC,

he had developed a. new waterlng-pku- e

Mllford-on-Se- a. He sat as Liberal for the
western division of Denbighshire from
to lv.1.!. when he joined the I'liionlst :arty.

MKs Cornvva'.lis-West- 's elder sister m.ir-rle- d.

nine jtarsago. l'rlnee Henry of I'ltss,
and her only brother became quite recently
the husband of Lady Randolph Churchill.

The engagement of a maid of honor Is as

an Interesting event, the more so that
tho Queen concerns herself very actively In
all that has to do with the welfare of the
younger members of her household. Ac-
cordingly, the engagement of Miss Jydith
Harbord.a daughter of Lord Stitiield, to the
Beverend Frederick Sullivan may be consld-ere- d

a court as well as a society t vent. I.or.1
Sutlteld and his family are on particularly
Intimate terms with the roal family, tnd
the bride-elec- t, long before -- he was ap-
pointed maid of honor. In was well
known to her royal mistress, who Is -'-

-

fond of Ird SuffltliPs many m irrled daugh-
ters, or whom perhaps the liest known is
Lady Carrington. while the Honorable Mrs.
Mugr.ive Is perhaps the only really Inti-
mate friend of Princess Victoria of Wales,
who often stas with her at Eden Hall.
Miss Harbord. who succeeded Ml-- s M?ry
Hirdlnge as maid of honor, will, when her
marriage takes place, have been for six

ears. one of the Queen's most trusted
otinger friends. Her future husliand Is a

g clergjman. the eldest so.i of
Sir Francis Sullivan, and It ls very likely
that he will be given one of tho many chai-lalncl- es

In the Queen's sift.
According to the latest rumors In the st

clubs. General Pole-Care- who re-

turned Trom the war the otner dav, will
succeed Sir Coleridge Grove as Military
Secretary to Lord Roberts at the War Office.
Tho popular "Polly Carcj" has been

Mis Sheila
Till-- : DUKE OF KX(

subject

was in command ..f part of the Ytominry
at landle.v

Tilt, army shake-u- p Is the talk of the das
here, and further ilianii-'sal- s are
expected

LONDON'S TORN STREETS
ARE VASTLY ANNOYING.

sim:cll by cablk.
lindon. Dee. "t. Ixindoner.s eontinue to

grumble at the awful state of the print -
pal thoroughfares.

''"''esl. we set m to be g. tting worse than
,''.r' "" mur" ",r,H',v im" "lr""1 int" V'H"
nine trt penes.

A gnat portion of the narrow thorough-
fares of the Strand are in Midi a state that
llm "ll"-- f'ir vt hides going west is .li
verttd down by way of the F.mbankmeo:.
and only those going rityward are allowed
to keep the proper routes.

This causes much discontent. Tor the
Kmhankmi tt takes people so much i i.t of
thiir w.ij, but it Is cau-e.- 1 by a

desire of the authorities who Live
hi hand the Ialng of the new tck'tdiunc

to get the work done as speelilv
as polble. In a few months more. It is
piomis.il that the new telephones will be

"r""W. "" ' l a3' rate.
At the Great Central Lxiharge In Queen

Victoria street I le.irn.d jesterd.iy that
the switch, which will accommodate many
thousands of renters. Is being put tog-th- er

rapidl; The swltchtoard. I was
Is a triumph of the electrician's mechani
cal skill, the simplest and most cffeciivj
that has et lieen manufactured, and will
prove a gr.-i- t rubllc boon.

has been much In need of !t, for
the pre -- put telephone sjstem is trv try-
ing to the temiers of business men. r.nd
the ooer.itors have a terribly heavx ,ime.
The fault lies with the wirts. which ire
much too few- - to enable all the subscrib-
ers to g. t through where they want and
when they want. It will be quite a treat to
ring up the exchange and not get the vex-
ing reply "Lngnged; ring again, jilea-c- ."

mt lining, of nurse, that some other
through which your message l.n

to pas.s is blocked at the time.
People art', therefore. looking forvvarl

with no little impatience to the new post
olt.ee 'phonts, which will simplify matters
so much.

On this new svsttm, so far ,i the caller
Is concerned, all that one will be retuired
to elo will be to t.ike up the telephone re-

ceiver and the exchange officials will di
the rest.

To dispense with technicalities, it may b
tated that the act of taking up the 'phone

sets In motion a .leli.iite clectrV.il svstem.
in which colore visual sicn.ii-- . play a
mofi important part, and the caller i
placed in communication w'th the numberre requires.

The signals Indicate to the official wnen
the person- - using the s.vstem have limuclthi ir conversation.

(It is intt resting to note that this simn'o
method Is quite an old storv In St. IxiuK

LMItor.)

Tho luko of Westminster.
KM K.NT.

iil-u- it the world a good deal since he joined
the army. As a young man he went out
to Syilne) with the late Sir Ibrcules Robin-
son. He afterwards became A. 1. I, to tho
late Lord Ltton. Viceroy of India, and
served as .Military Secretary to Lord
Holerts when he was Commander-ln-Chl- tf

in Indii. and. with him. went through the
Afghan war or 157S-S- In the Egyptian
campaign ot JSSJ he acted as A. D. C. to the
Duke or Connaught.

The report that Lord Halifax had joined
the e'liiirch ol Home seems to have arUen
from the r.iet or hi- - having presented a

Crucifix to the church at Olier-Am-

ragau as ;i souvenir of the "Pas-io- n
riav." Lord Halifax is. :is Is well known,
one of the pillars of the Hieh Church party
In Liiklaud: but thrrc Is no ideatit Id- - Ih coming a member of the Church ofRome.

H private . nt. rtninlng in town has been
Miiniwn.it I.t. king of late, tin re has leenPlenty going on at the restaurant- -, where
dinner parti. i are mite the r.ishion thanevtr this whiter. Among the distinguish! dhosts and go. Ms at famous; London restaur-ants In tin pat w.-e- have been Lord Tsyn-ha-

I.uly Sjkes. Mlst Hennlkt r. Ijirtl andI.ady Faniulmr. l.ady Chesterfield. Lady
Warwick and her -- ister. Lady Algernon
Gordon-l.enno- Prince and Princess Hat-rel-

.Mr. and Mrs. R. Beckett. Count Mens-dorf- f.

Princess Henry of I'less. Miss Muriel
WII-o- n, the Maharajah of Kuch Behar. Mr.Sidney Grcvllle. Captain de Vllliers. Lady
Colin Campbell. Mr. Finch Hatlon, LordCasllereagh. the Duke and Duchess of

Lord Athlumney, Mr. Drexel, Ma-jor and Mrs. r. Lord and Lady
PirbriEht. l'rlnee and Prlnct.. vi.-tn.- - r,.- -
leeii Singh. Prince Lynar. Lord Crlchton.and Lord Dungarvan.

i r fvi five - s- rv f&$ -- v j" v

J

A Meeting of (he English Piirliament Mr. Speaks,

ENGLISH SOCIETY IN

CHRISTMAS WEEK.

SPECIAL BY CABLE.
London. Dec. . The Duko and Duchess

of Marlborough had a big and cry smart
Christmas party at Blenheim. Mr. and
Mrs. G?orge Cornwallls West were among
the party, while Count Albert Mcnsdorff.
Loid and Lurgan. Lord Hde. lady
Sarah Wilson and one or two others were
ail included in the gathering at this enor-
mous palace, for. beautiful though Blen-hH- in

Is. It Is almost too large for a private
residence.

The kitchens are so far oft from the big
dining-roo- that It - a matter of difficulty
to keep the dishes hot In transport.

Mrs. Arthur Paget repro-ent- rd America at
Chitsworth. where the Duke and Duchess
of Devonshire's party was a big one. Mrs.
Paget was brilliant in all the latest milli-ntr- y

triumphs from Paris. Others included
in the party were Prince and Princess Deml-dof- T.

Lord and Lady Gosford and their
daughter. Lord ami Iidy de Grey and Lord
Itevelstoke. The man of the
Iarty was Iord Cnarles Montagu.

Then there were Lady Edward CavendL-- h.

the slstfr-in-lav- v of the Duke, and Sir Edgar
and l.ady Helen Vincent. The latter, who
wore her wonderful tuniuoises one night at
tlinntr, was admitted to lie the most beauti-
ful woman present. Sir Charles Hartopp
was en garcon; as usual. Mrs. BlschoiT-schel- m

woro most magniticint Jewels and
clothes.

Among the guests also were Mr. and Mrs.
Mjgulre. the latter looking lovely: Mr.
Walrond. Mr. Frank Murlctta, Sir Ilward
Hamilton and Mr. and Mrs. Strong.

There was capital shooting tor the men of
the party every day.

QUEEN VICTORIA WILL

VISIT NICE NEXT MARCH.

SI'ECIAL BY CABLK.
London. Dec. . The Queen expects to

Nice about the 1st or March, and al-

ready eighty rooms have been engaged ror

her in the Hotel Excelsior Regina. Mr.

Dcse. the Queen's courier, has superin-

tended the arrangements, and Is thus quoted
In advices from Nice:

"It Is quite true that the Queen Is coming

here. She will come at the usual time
the beginning of March-a- nd will occupy

the suite of rooms thit she occupied in
wn

I am at present engaged in diverting the
traffic rrom her Majesty's private road."

The trnfile is occasioned by building
which is going on near tho hotel. A new,
road will probablv be made for this traffic
In order to keep the private road exclusive-
ly ror her Majesty's use and also to main-
tain the necessary quiet In tho Queen's
apartments.

CHANGES IN THE BRITISH

CABINET ARE EXPECTED.

SPECIAL BT CABLE.
London. Dec. 2). Many political gossipcrs

would not le surprised were the Cabinet to
undergo certain Important ehanges shortly
bcrore Parliament reassembles, early In
January. It Is not altogether Improbable
that Salisbury may be only in office for
awhile that is. until the war In South
Africa is endeel and he has guided Lord
Lansdowne sufficiently at the Foreign Office.

Lord Salisbury has reached an age at
which It Is neressa-- v that he should have
rest: his most ambitious dreams have been
more or Ies-- realized, and the death ot Lady
Salisbury has made a serious change In the
habits or his lire. His mind has many sub-
jects which it likes better to !eal with than
politics notably science and there would be
every excuse ror his retirement.

Those considerations make many believe
that Lord Salisbury might resign the pre-
miership berore Parliament reassembles in
the new jear should circumstances enable
him to do so, while they convince others
that the session of 1300-19- will be the last
which he will attend In an official capacity.
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Early In the new year the Prince of Walcv
will go down for more shooting, when a stilllarger party will l given. Theatricals will
be held on two nishts.

Mrs. Jack IesPe and her husband have
been down to Eastbourne for Christmas
with their children. 2ext week, they so
over to Ireland.

Mme. Von Andre was anions tho s

who went over to Paris. She
has been staying at the Hotel Illtz. where
there- - was a wonderful Christmas tree and
all sorts of ni.-- e presents on Christmas
Eve.

Sir John and l.ady Lestcr-K.iy- e and MIjs
Yznaga also spent their Christmas in thegrtit capital.

They are to be seen lunching or dining
at Bltz's almost every day. although they
did not stay there.

Mrs. tie Bathe and her daughter. MissLangtry. are also staving at Rlti's. Thf
former wore a marvelous gown of blaknet embroidered with moonlight paillettes
with a train of black ut tho Christ-
mas Eve supper.

Ono great exclti ment of the week has
been the engagement of prettv Lady Beat-
rice Butler and General 1'ole-C.irc- Lady
Beatrice is the elder daughter of Lortl
and Ormonde and granddaughter of
the late Duke of Westminster. She Is per-
fectly beautiful, with classical features, de-
licious coloring and wonderful eves. Sheis often described the perfect tvre of Irishbeauty, as her father is an Irishman.

This is quite a love match. Although
the General Is many jears older than Ladv
Bcatriee. they have been devoted to onanother for some ear--. but I.onl and e

would not hear or their daughtermirrvlnga man who is so much her senior.Xow that ho has so greitly distinguished
himself in South Africa, they have waivedtheir former objections.

The harpy couple are simply Inundated,
wtlh congratulations.

OBJECT TO SWEETHEART
OF A SPANISH PRINCESS.

SPECIAL BY CABLE.
Ixuulon. Dec. . According to adv ices thatreach here through court t inleo from Mad-

rid, the course of truo low is running any-
thing hut smooth In the Spanish royal fam-ily, for the proposed marrlago of the Prin-cess of the Asturias. eldest sister of theonns King, with Don Carlos, son of theCount of Cnserta. meets with warm opposi-
tion.

Parliament and the nation are deadagainst the match, and the question or the,poor ITincess - happiness is quitel" sec-rv- v,'P?'"'! considerations!
.,i AIPlon'.XIH remains unmarriedthe young King is only H as yet-- thPrincess or the Asturii is heiress to ththrone, so that her.marrlage Is a matter of
3?.tS. n0t nUrreI' a P"Va, a nnl

"rt'lsgroom Is objected to..i?i.'i:au.s.e ,ne 1"uot considered or suftNexalted rank ror a Princess or th;;m?.?h,?nf because Spain rears
tttl J ,roub1' w"in Italy by an alliancsthe house or the Bourliou pretenders

ARSENICAL BEER CAUSES

DEATH IN ENGLISH CITIES.

SPECIAL BT CABLE.
London. Dec 29. Arsenic In liecr Is one of

the questions that Is exciting London Just
now. There have recently been several
deaths among the working population rrom
this cause, and the Government lias begun
an Investigation.

Previous to tho beginning of this investi-
gation thero was something of a panic In
tho larger cities, and vast quantities or beer
have been broached in the open streets and
poured Into the sewers. This was done by
the brewers themselves whose beer had
been proved to contain this poisonous min-
eral.

Tho occurrence or an inquest on a Frcm li
polisher poisoned by arsenical beer has
taken ptace in the London district and nasi
been recorded In the dally papers. Already
may be seen displayed In the windows of
the public-hous-es In London announcementsstating that their beer has been analyzed
and has been round to be perfectly free
from this Injurious poison.

It is supposed that the poison was Intro-
duced into the beer in the chemical process
or making sugar rrom starch and sulphuric
acid, the acid not being pure.

EXCCRSIOX SLEEPING CARS
To Los Anseles and Saa FraacUeo.ae Li3u,s n "Katy Flyer" (M- -. K.tc T. Ry.). 8:16 p. m. every Tuesday via SaaAntonio. See "Katy" Agent.
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