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| . the life of the “Circle” Mr. John M. Harney
| was its president.
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Famous Club of Other Days---With the Passing of a Downtown Building the “Home Circle” Is Recalled.
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N2 of ths varlous improvements

belng made In St. Louls that It

¥ may be truly, In looks as In fact,

a World®s Falr city by 1907, 1s tha

erection of o large sky-scraper ut southeast

corner of Broadway and Olive streets in

place of the historlo old Insurance-Exchange
building.

The demolition of thim oid building has
wiped out the last vestige, If not the last
recollection, of a place where ths grand-
, mothers of the emart young set of to-day

. @id thelr first dancing.

' Long before the Instrancs Exchangs

S bullding went up the site was occupied by
& two-story resinurant, owned by Eugens

2Guenaudon, & noted French caterer of that

| day.

. It was In ths ballroom of that restanrant

* that the famous St. Louls “Home Clrole,”

. for more than twenty years the leading

: goclnl club of the clty, gave its first dunce,

The restanrant hnd formerly bern the
; home of Mr. Hernard Pratte, one of the
\awealthlest residents of the growing town.
s Guenaudon bullt an addition to it on the
" south. On the first floor of the addition
| he conducted a confectionery store and
tabove the store wrs the baliroom. The sup-
{per. always an elegant affair, was gorved
iin the store.

JPURPOSES OF ORGANIZATION
{OF THE "HOME CIRCLE."

The *“Heme Circle” was founded In tha
1 @ffices of Norris, Taylor & Co. in December,
Y1564, by Messrs. C. Bent Carr, George W.
{ Parker, B3 Norris and Charles Russell, and
“the records tell us that its object was 10
{give amussment to the young married wo-
‘ymen of Bt. Louls’s polite soclety, who, in
those daya of rigid conventionality, had no
Fplace to go to dance end be merry.

These same young married woimnen are to-
day the grandmothers of the matrons and
mademolselles whose dologs are chronicled
in the soclety columns,

The first president of the Homs Circls
was Mr. George W. Purker, who later be-
eame Governor of Montana.
| His successor was Mr. C. Bant Carr, who

| presided longer over the destinfes of the
“Circle” than any other. During part of

Mr. Carr was devoted to its Interests and
thus lovingly of the delightful gea-
sons of mirth he helped to provide for the
members of the association:
BELLES OF THE BALLS
OF THE EARLY DAYS.

One of tha distinguished belles of early
Home Circle doys was Lizzie Giles, She
had that pecnllar mark of great beauty,
.blond halr and black eyes. Miss Glles
“garried Mr. Bhannon of Richmond, Va.,
and after several yeurs of widowhood was
agaln married to a Mr, Gwynn of Washing-

ton, D. C.
Julla Rudolph, ancther belle, became MMrs.

Belcher of Memphis Her son, Rufelph
Belcher, 1s a resident of St. Toula

Mrs. ¥4 Norris, a typleal Southern bro-
nette beaunty, was Miss Martin of Lexing-
ton, Ky.

Mrs. C. Bent Carr, mintely to-day In her
white-haired elegance, was Miss Atcheson,
and her daugher, Dorcas Carr, now Mra
Ernest Bell, took her mother's place in the
younger generation.

Miss Jane Wigging, a danghter of one of
the oldest St. Louis familles, 1s now Mrs.
Franklin Rldgely. She was one of the most
gracciul soclal leaders of that time.

Noted for unusual personal attractiveness
wis Lalu Farwell, danghter of Mr., and
Mrs, Theodore Lavellls of the Southern Io-
tel. She murried Mr. Charles Sole of Bos-
ton,

Miss Adels Powell, daughter of Mr. Tlis
Powell, becamas the wifs of Joseph Cham-
bers of Florissant.

Miss Mary HBeer, another of ths famous
voung soclety belles of that day. married
AMr. Dalzell and lives now in Plitsburg, Pa.

Mliss Theodosia Hunt was of old Virginla
Uneage and married Colonel Strother of
Kentucky. Her daughter, Miss Funnie
Btrother, was the bella of her circle. After
the Colonel's death the Strothers went to
Parls to llve, where Milss Ballle maorried
Baron von Fahnenburgh.

Tha Pratt girls, Julia and Lena, were
dpshing beauties, Miss Julla married first
Captain Dickerson, U. B. A.. and after-
wirds Governor Gilpin of Colorndo. Her
sieter, Lena, married Doctor . G. Robln-
son. Thelr daughters were famed for per-
sgonal charms.

The chums of the Pratt girls wers the
Bertholds—Mimi, who married first Captain
Rennedy and afterwards Major Waggaman,
and her sister, whom the present genera-
tion knew as Mrs. Auguste B. Ewing.

Sallle, Fannle and Lizzia Britton were a
trio of beauties, sll of whom married men
out of the clty.

A sccond generation of belles of Home
Clirele days Included Cora Baker, now Ars,
Aslby Choutean; Nellle Hazeltine, Fanitn
Havward, Luna Garrison, Lily Morrison,
Dixie Thaw, the Misses Gregory and the
danghters of James B. Eads, all of them
married, and coms gone hence In the fresh-
ness of youth.

BEATUX AND BACHELORS
STILL WELL KNOWN.

The beaux of thoss days wera nlmost as
famed for personal pulchritude as tha belles,

There was Doctor H. J, McKellops, Paul
Beckwith, E4A Washington, who was looked
upon as & dandy par excellence; Ed Nor-
ris, the fastidious, and his ‘brother Jim;
George B. Kerr, R. B. Whittemore, Thad
Prentice and Asa V. Smith, W, B. Edgar,
Allan B. Pendleton, John Delaney, William
H. Thomson, Bryvan Clemens, Green Larl-
more, Edwin Iarrison, Colonel J. T. D,
Morrison, Genernl D. M. Frost, Jullus 8,
Walsh, Hen W. Lewls, Bdward . S8immons,
E. A. Hitcheock, Henry L. Dausman and
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men of that class, wers both the Chester-
flelds and Heau Brummels of Home Circle
duys,

The Southern Hotel, and during a short
interim the Lindell, were scenes of tha most
exclusive of thess entertalnments untll the
extinetion of the Cirala, March X, 1856
WHERE THE “FASHIONABLES"”
LIVED IN “HOME CIRCLE"™ DAYS.

When the Home Clrcle was Inaugurated
it was easy to ride In an omnibus to Gue-
naudon's restaurant and not catch cold,
even In the severest weathar, For In those
dauayvs the fashionobles lived within a ftone’'s
throw of the restaurant and the SBouthemn
Hotel.

Tha Filleys llved on Bixth strest at ths

tima the Iate Oliver D. Filley was Mayor
of the ¢ity. The Carr sanslon was on Ollve
street between Elghty and Ninth streets,

Hickory street between Ninth and Tenth
was a suburb and the Desloges” residence
considersd far removed from civillzation,

The hospitable Hnargadine maneivo was
on Jlocust sireet botween Bixth and Sev-
enth strects,

The Wiggin=es restded In a splend!d home
on Walnut street between Sixth and Sev-
enth sirects,

John O'Fullon Pope occunied an historle
mansion on Choutenu avenue.

The Abndies resided at No, 683 DMorgan
gtreat, and the Major IL 8. Turners lived
at Elghth and Ollve streets, whers o bulld-
ing is now belog torn down
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The McCrearys, tha JMcKellopses, the
Chouteaus, the Blocks, the Reyburns, the
Ewings, the Laflins, were close nelghbors
on Ollve street below Twelfth, and Chestnut
Bireet was heginning then fo come In for a
chare of fashionable patronasge us n resi-
dence quarter,

Liocust street
ular church thoroughfare.

below Twelfth wns a reg-
There wins anly
That was
the' dry poods establishment of Henry Heil
& Sons on the southeast corner of Broad-
wany and Locust. On the northeast corner
was the United Presbhyterian Church.

The Second Baptist Church was on the
corner of Sixth and Ollve strests, DBarr's of
to-dny.

Bevernl houses on tha corper of Bixth
arnd Locust streets belongad at that time to
Charles H. Peck, president of the Mutnal
Life Insurance Company.

Mayor John F. Darby’s houss was oppo-
gite ‘Guenaudon's place, The Mastts, up
to the time of the erectlon of the Julla
uliding, now Barr's, lived near the corner
of Sixth and Olive streets.

The complexion of the city has changed
mightlly sinee then, but the richest mem-
ories of carly days In 8t. Louis cluster
around the corner of Broadwny anid Olive,
where the new Bank of Commerce will have
its palatial home

RECOLLECTIONS OF THE “HOME CIRCLE.”

BY O. BENT CARR.

. M atnrted out to mnks the dance
W partles of tha circles am simple

and unostentations nas possible,
but, like all things in a young and thriving
city, wo scon grew “swell” and ultra-
foshlonalile,

At {irst tha memberahlp was small and
the dues 325 per member, Our wives and
danghters were comembery, of colrse, With
that £5 per head we defrayed the expenses
of flve partles In a aseason, and paid for
evarything, hnll, musls, sipper, exclusive
of wines nand enrring Mahler & Spler-

Ing, I remember, furnd q the musie. Mr.
Syivestor Choutenu was the chalrmon of
the frst Floor Committ Has was suc-

ceetled by Mr. Chirles Chiambers. Both of
these gentiemen are now dead,

The rules of admission to the *“Circle™
were very ripld. Every applicant had to
be vouched for and indorsed by some mem-
ber of the buard, and one black ball was

sifMclent to excluda him for all tims to
anme

Muney had nothing to do at that time

with the eligibility of a member, but he
tiid to be of good famlly. excellent stand-
ine in the community and good mural
chiracter,
v our Board of Directors we slways
eleeted] men of fine executive abllity, many
of whom gave excellent service. The late
Mr Charles € Maffitt was an exceedlogly
nt member of the board, So wers
Messrs, Johin O'Fallon Delnney, Allen B.
Fendieton, dward ©. Simmons, Willlam
H. 7 mp=on,  Willlem  McCree, FPlerra
Choutenu, Charles P wutedu, whom we
L H to reat § few weeks ago. Gerard B,
Allen, Ed Norris and his brother, Jomes,
anidd many others,

At the time George W, Parker was presi-
dent; George H, Pdrker, who was no rela-
tlon of the former, acted as secretary, and
wa considered that quite & eoincldence in
the small soclety list of the city.

ol

BY MRS. ED NORRIS.

HE pleasantsat recollections of mr
enrly mnrried lifs are connecti-l with
tha “Iome Clrcle,” My hushand was

ona of the founders, and I was then a
young bride, from Lexington, Ky. Wea wera
quits democratlo In the beginning. To the
first balls &t Guenaudon's we went in our
#treet clothes. In fact, It wns stipulated
in one of the paragraphs of the constitution
that simplicity should prevall, and the la-
dles enrried out thelr husbands' deslena,
Several omnlbusea, each holding from twen-
ty-five to thirty persons, gathered ua all
up, end we had great fun both coming and
going.

Tha lust party of the sensan wns the
masquerade ball. For this the maost rigid
rules were in forea. Every guest had to
pass separitely lnto a4 room whereln wero
sented o commitice of flve or six gentle-
men who knew personally every member of
the eirele. The guest had to remave hls
or her mask and be personally fdentifled by
some memhber of tha examining eommitteo
before hetng allowed to enter the ballroom.
If not personally known, no plea on earth
conld huve procursd admission to that gath-
ering.

Elnhornta masquarading was not in vogus
in the early davs of the “Home Cirele.” I
remember some geven or eight of us went
one vear s echonlgirls, in short frocks and
pinafores, with golden bralds hanging down

onr backs and schnol bags and slatey dang-
ling from our sides. We were zll dressed
aliks, differing in nothing, not even the
color of our halr. One of us would dance
with o gentleman a bit, then another would
ellp in, and & third, and so on, untll we
got our partneras so confused that they
diln’t know what they wers doing.

“Iwt the very firut eeason closad the
perlod of strect clothes and omniboses, and
gommo of the mast elegant gowns I ever saw
were worn after that at the "Home Clrele'
balls, Somae of the moted bellea of the city
mads thelr debuts at these partles, and
onen we entertained royalty In the person
of the Grand Duke Alexis, who sat on a
throne under a canopy of rosebuds while
every lady was presented to him, “a In
grande cour,” [n vogus at real Old Warld
courta.

It w3 at the annual masquerads ball
Eanllle Hritton wns the bells of the even-
Ing. She was a beautiful woman, and made
quite an impression on his Imperial High-
ness, As we were Introduced to him we lifte
el our masks, that he might sea our faces,
1 supposa he wns etruck with Miss Brit-
ton's benuty Instanter, for he selected he®
as his nartner for the opening dance. Mrs.
Jullus Waish, who wns Josephins Dickeson,
wag another helle with whom the Russian
visitor danced eeveral times

THE MAN OF THE
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Upen Juldge William H. Taft, now Pro=i-
dent of the FPhigoine Commisslon. will

JUDGE WILLIAM H. TAFT,

Newly Appointed Governor of the Philip-
plne Islands,

HOVR AT MANILA.

fall the somewhat tmcertain honer of bes

tire Philippine Archipelago in the name of
the United States.

There have been Governors of the Phillp«
pines bafores, when the Spanish flag waved
over Manila, but none of thess ever pre-
tendled that he ruled the archipelago. TR
was easier, and much more comfortahls, to
£lt In tha resldence at Manfla and tell what
ought to be and might be done, and one
could get rich fust as quickly.

Judge Taft's task will be a different ona
e will be expacted to ses that the civil
laws of the Government are enforced, and im
such a way that the peopls will have Do
cause for complaint His accession te pows
er will be an opportunity to prove whethe?
& man educated for the Inw will maks as
gocd a Governor under thess circumstances
as one whose life has been spent In Dusi-
ness pursuits This question has become &
mooted ons, and ths appointment of Judge
Taft. which has already been Informally
announced, s likely to provoks & storm ef

dlecussion.

Judge Taft will by no means be left te
@epend uporr purely morsl Torce. General
Chaffes is to succeed General MacArthur in
command of the military forces, and these
will always be at the Governor's servios.

Judge Taft's appointment is In Ine with
| the understanding at the time he accapted
| & place on the Philippine Commission. T
take this he surrendered a life position as
one of the Judges of the Sixth Ohio Jodlaial
District. )

W

ST AN

WEST

i ..4_-=r- ._

Tor

R |

UNIVERSITY HALL
I RRUMY . ~ B &

7T

il ML !

i '\ 1 ‘o 'I

‘;Q “‘ e fljl»"r
| ‘ o vl -

| RN

_ASTATT_PHOTOGRAPHER J3,

J1)

—

e il

W

e
S

——

3

Sour

. ._...
L)

||

i

1}

el

¢

B |

—

v FronTor Busen HawL

/-

——P -~

FAastTIno

i ra it IR

;e
Gt i 3 = ™

Lol S - —

NT oF UNIVERSITY

f

. T

i
i

|

=7
]

i

\
)

]
(pr—r—r1.

|

L e

N -

o

‘!'-.._:

D
0

——

IjAL
1

H IroNT or CuppLrs BulLping

| HOW THE NEW WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY BUILDIN

GS ARE GROWING.

—From Photographs Taken for The Sunday Republic Last Week.
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