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(& Jn all ﬁ"’ of the country men and

. : re and surgeons, clergymen
flucstors are wondering at the remarke
gres made by Prof. Thomas F. Adkin,
erer of the Adkin Vitaopathie treat-

r by Osteopathy,

chic force of nature,
e Which contals the vory Sests
and health,

Nine
nesses of their mother's bloody denth.

BY A ETAFF CORRESPONDENT.
Bloomington, Iil., Jan, 17.—Merritt Chism,

of McLean County, Illinols, & man who was
once known among his substantial nelgh-
bors of this rich farming district as a biuff,
genlal, generous, good fellow, stands
charged In the McLean County Clreuit
Court at Bloomington with murder—wile
murder most strange and unnatural.

Men and women of soclal standing. wt-
tracted either by personal acguaintance
with the Chism family or by the morbld
curjosity which prompts people to lsten to
t:sl:!, recital of crime, crowd the courtroom

Iv.

The story of the horrifying death of Mra.
Chism, just at church time one bright Sun-
ve, with a1] | 98Y morning last May, though it has by

ausd of by | POW been told and retold in this vicinity,

” rve heen reo- | still keeps its Interest.
to perfect health by the force of | As eyewltnesses give their harrowlng tes-
SROpathy and Professor Adkin's marvel- | timony the courtroom s s sllent as” tho
SWklll. And, remarkahle as it may reem, &u‘e. eyes are distended und the gaxe of
: - has ll:::dn no difference. Those liv- persons alterrates from the witneass

Eway h:!::“:lﬁ:rr:ﬁ inll.t{w Pﬂf:gg to ttrlae ncct:':ed. who bears this searching
; e '“,.‘l eg :::_“t:mn. . Mpam: Y ',fj;.,“";f,’ with surprising calmness and equn-
Min naveris cure nny one at any There Is no mystery surroun

; ® as well as though he stood before o{ iur‘;.dr.“.m;m.) t’}:;:{l: mdi;mtot:lweﬁitl"oc}egg;
viclent denth at the hands of her hushand—
g axo John Adams, of Blakesbury, | the altack upon her in a nuh!lchh?:g:u'
Who had been lame for 2 vears, | and the mun's fendish frenzy as he wiclded

anently cured by Professor Adkin | knife and cfub—Is known. There {s no
tion of any kind About | question ratzed as to these particulars by de-
ne 'byn:ﬁ.dty 05;. tn:rf:?ft?ﬁh"g'i fense or prosecutlon.
rtled cure nldes Under circumstances, apparently mos -
" r. P. A. Wright, who had bheen ;:}!lll’ng Chism wuplgned hg her ‘nﬁ-

But why?
taract ovar his left Upon t{e motive iesue has been taken.
ored to perfect sight Tnﬁ!ule’s ntttorneys think they clntpru:-le

. From Logansbort. | that Chism Prems.'ltlted the deed, and

of the recovery of | was impelled to commit it in o fit of anger,

« Who had been prac- | following upon a with his wifs,

_M for a year, while In Warren, Defense's Aftorneys Are Confident.
qg_ Savage, a noted pholag- The defense, however, represented by zav-
" udna;hobwu not only E:ﬂr; ernl of the most cilebrn‘ted lawyers in Ill-
*n.a :ﬁg. » but at death'n nols, are confident of their case, beljey-
com tlon of disenses, was re- | ing, 'not that Chism did not eommit the
health and strength by | deed in anger, but In the very excess of
anger, of long-repressed anger, which fina'ly
farth nity, knowing no con-

" Ldkin

palhy curee not one diseare mlome, | broke as
pures’ all diseases when ured In com- sclousness, mno! or bhounde,

with the pro remedies. If yon They say no man had t
no matter w%e;t your dlm;-'f: nor mr;’ lbn,;: g‘ilélm that bﬁ&’ﬁoﬁeﬁié"affz

) cannot be cured, to | was un ,
the nlbclure which i being

write
to-day; tell him the lead-

i Accordingly,
Fmptoms of your complaint. how lonk | presented to the jury by the defense. I
ave been mgmﬁl% !‘n:‘ ;rm =t once | of dtm:lla?’ ll:.;te clty, E:{ a couple lh-;!;::!

Your hull. Yo% exa S during fe 80 that the opposing cur-

the treatment that tﬂl;'w-itig:fy
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Can Any RBe Stronger, Carry More
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Than St. Louls Testlmony
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ngﬂﬁez o, HARVEY FREELAND, MRS CHISM'S ONLY SON. DESCRIBES
HER DEATH BY THE HANDS OF HIS STEPFATHER

RIOD OF DOMESTIC UNHAPPINESS—_THEY ALLEG

tinually dominatt
break the other down,

T, Was a “good match.”

Farmer Chism, with a1l

her husband by a former

true, the match was

strange apathy of his,
ently allowed himeself to
incited

leged that Mrs.

ED A BASEBALL BAT AND RAN TO HER RESCUE—HOW CHISM OVERPOWERED HIM AND USED HIS \?'E.\I'{.)I\’
R—ATTORNEYS FOR THE DEFENSE SAY CHISM SUFFERED FROM TRANSITORY MANIA, lil'l'_} TO A LONG PE-
THAT DEED WAS COMMITTED IN THE VERY EXCESS OF ANGER

Who killed his wife on May 12, 19601,

Ténts of thelr natures did not
ves, but warred continually—the one cun-
ng and attempting

Sixteen-year-old  son
Chlem, wha
degperutely fought his
stepfather to sive lils

he marriage, ns the facts are prescnted
by Chism's lawyers, was essentially on= of |
convenience, ko far as Mrs,
cerned.  Chism, landowner,

A phlegmiatic man, who exercises kelf-
repression until It becomes unnatural, js the
Nature rebels,
n of circumsiances, on & Sun
represydon I8 brushed away
The mental equiilbrium s

Chlsm was con-
gentieman {arm-
” Moreover, he was |
Infatuated with her. She wus 33 years old
and a widow, with one son. The dream of
young love had long mnce fled, and <he con-
sidered that she was graduated into a
tical, level-headed woman, though stiil
paratively young and attractive.
Certainly, the sentimentalities
shoved aside, a union with Ch
all that a sensible woman could wish. Bo
the ceremony took pliace two years g
February of 1589, The comfortable home of
his bhroad ncres,
the fenantry, the sufficlent
Englishman's estate on the American nlian—
became In part hers, and,
conrented to mother the ele

central figurs, By n con-

day, the
In one second.

¥ou are driving me mad!

attacks her in the prescence of
his daughters, using the
i penknife us a weapon, He
e8 her a score of times, He
t from the woman's son. who
12 to his mother's assistance,
“r with the bat.
rung a few feet
He otrikes again.
tture, pleads merey.
Her skull is fractured, A
rough her body., She then
dead. .
al term i hwest of Bloomington. Cross shows |

@ killing of Mre. Chism. ten milea northwest o comin -
f special applica. | Scene of the . spot where body was found.

small blade of

tears a ball-ba

She escapes
and sinks to he
he rises to a
A third time |
by the act. she
ven children of

But the future held for them thorny
path. If all contended by the de
m

tremor pasess th
falls back for th
Ty mania™ {s the technie
insanity plen. The plea & rom-
tion secms un

fro the .
starred, and the tragedy which resu The nlan of the defense je

immipent from the day of the wedding.
Chism's Unigue Charact
Chism's character, as analyzed by h's law-
Yyers, discovers a most extraordina
of man. He is plctured as self-contained in
the exireme. In the volumes of evidence to
be heard the defense claime that
ing domestic Incldents will
showing his wife's unhappy q
ness and his almost entlre subordin
her at such times, It is asserted that this
which he appar-
governad by her,
her to assert herself more and
Instancrs cited to bear out th
ization are numerous. It is alleged that he
seldom made visits to the homes of his
nelghbors. to nearby towns or to the homos
of his chiliren without the consent of his
wife—that this was her demand and his
concession. It Is told that many times on
Bundays his wife announced
e St w0 fo a5,
A nouncing w en,
within & very short time, so the ohildren
and others relate, Mrs. Chism would
countably change her plans,
wished to remain at home.
“Very well, then, we will stay at home,”
Chism s quoted as answerl
Matters wenr from hn:’l to

stunces which will ac r
SUlt In the Chism case s the

lawyers are geelki
couple’'s domest]
these their cone
such clroumsta
concluslon, which (ny
must jnevitably be th

he line of reaso

be presented,

olves causes, are ghd

ning Is complicated and
To0f Of Its correciness,

and Lthe

nown neurolo .
mington 1 will never be happy again.

most promine

iy : :
will thke the t phy=iclans of Bloo

witness atand. by d
from the uullifwd ::Eumf:’t‘ iof the ng?&u&-&t ’é':f: E;'}'f:"hg‘ifn l::-nlfi ’;?Eu?f— of it would go any further.
plementary mony, respect!vely— seata,
tichard Deven, expert | Mrw Chism drove toward the mate leading porle id not answer. but tripped her and
. t own. 1 got on nd tried
fram the yard, and Mr. Chism ran back 1o choke ilm. but his neck was so big I could

he case will undou

::!ﬂlr?uny. Doctor
as for many yea

Illinols Btate In’;an?

Richard Dewey,
superintendent of the
Kan

n at Michigan
and who conducts The gate fs a patent
time a =anitarium for = | often s*en on lllinols farms. Approaching

P ﬁl frum the Inside it Is necessary to pull & | jerked the bat away and mother ram aut
. The questlon was put to which s0 operates that the bars are
rrating the domestic trinly | Hfted up. As Mrs. Chism stopped to pull
Chism 1s sald to have labored | the lever mentioned, Chism, carrying the
% had been all his life a tem- | Whip, overtock her. He gave her the whip,

saying that she
him at length, na

worse. Tt i= al-

These facts ace Dewey was

t of A sane man.
The Iy was In the mnuve. with an

he neurolo-
of Chlm'yxﬂo. also a special-

'I‘..%thne.{o?l.hk F. H.
2 s rke. F. God-
Lee Bmith und E. Mammon of Bloom e

—— —

thing else. but T wasn't paying any atten-
tion and didn't say anything n"lxwlf.
“I wus thinking of mother.”
Lad's Nonecehalant Expression.

While giving his testimony., voung Free-
land was leaning back in his chair, his legs
dangling and wearing a nonchalant expres-
slon. Only when he spoke of gripping
Chism’s throat did he In any way vary In
hie manner. Then his words came mors
quickly, and he leaned forward, looking in-
tently st his stepfather, as if to point out
Chism's physical superiorily as an excuse
for not winning in the struggle and saving
his mother's life.

A jury was oblained in the case last Tues-
day, after exhausting a venire of 3 men.
It consi=ts of twelve Intelligent-looking
farmers and merchants. The first witnesses
were examinred Weidnesday, but the initial
testimony had to do with minor matters,
uffecting the topography of the scene of
the killing. Huarvey Freeland took the stanid
Thursday, and was followed by Doctor W.
T. Chapman, the physician who examined
the hody of Mrs. Chism. The latter told of
the nature of the Injuries, and n what
manner they might have been Inflicted.

Frank Johnson, a farmer, living five miles
north of the Chism home, told of having
seen from n distunce the siruggle bBetween
Freeland and Chism,. and of the clubhing of
the woman by the husband. His testimony
partly corroborated Freeland's deseription
of the tragedy.

Evers Tﬁumas. W, C. Robert and John
Thomas, father of Evers. followed Johnsaon,
The testimony of John Thomas wis wml:d-
ed as important, as bearing upon the do-
mestle relations in the Chism household.

i
practically that ringe which was generally used as the evidently grown too rapldly to Insure l]:m

list would proered to . best physical results. Last Thu
care n set of eirrm vehicle for driving to church. P

convevance she wished to use and where w!g[eh he took In the struggle.

closeted in the smokehouss of the farm, one | UD on the north side of i

but when Mrs. Chism came out, she sald: hqr neck and

A few moments lrter a road wagon was

the stable to secure a whip. not reach sround |

steel mechanlsm

diopped, and hit him on L]

He struck her a blow. Bhe
and what appears to have been an at- | The

Doect ’ tempted reconcillation because of a previous | and knocked her hat off.
- GMI%:M o i‘;.owe% make up,” s:id Chism h;! n"?fﬁ olgm . mfi e t:‘ln hl:lr
aw us s an e up, b shoo] a . & stru
s Do your kissing elsewhere,” Mrs. Chism | cther blow, kmckﬂgi her flat. He took a

is suid to have replied. step, b
An instant later followed Ch'sm’s attack | agnin, he hit her once more.,

member nothing. Every g lmmer of recol- | mother w
lacllonhg the bliody ecene then enacted he |  "Before the two went thro
saye fled fro

m him, Th say the | 1 'told Chism snid,
J. W. | neurologists, is one of the ny‘;pwm of s Jow:, He

the little girls, who sat terrified | an 1
| I the - while tgir father slew thelr | thi pid
Harvey Freeland, the only :tum

ing me

she had | was called to the witness stand by the
count for a given re- de?l?édctﬂ:mhf ?S:ehzrl:.e ':-‘:;2:;23 ';'I:; de- | prosecution. Staring direct in tl;e ley:: of
v . fense will endeavor to prove that, in the | the accused. who wus not ten !}eml’;?-

of Mrs. Chism.  Now the succeeding few minutes, Mrs, Chlsm eev- | he told, in simple boyish words, of C

ng every little detall of revoiting deed and of the dramatic part
to point oqt .‘tl)t:': eral times changed her mind as to which g

0 show that. ung 4 -
the result and !h{-ﬂ: ' ghe wished to £0. Husband and wife argusd

heard my mother’s screams.” sald he.
upon these points and were at one time | “I ran out and down to the buggy, coming

t
‘Chism had a knife In his left hand, was
of“!:::t n:‘ntf?lt:nglhn]gen {Il:e:ElEn r:.-: rr.ant known, | holding my l'ntl;lé‘;er’n hards and cutting at
‘I grabbed hold of Chism's hand and he
cut my hand She staggered out of ths
buggy and told him to stop and not a word

Result of the Straggle.

Mechanism of Gate. “He shook me off and they both
again. 1 picked up the bat, which

into the road, through the gate a Hitle
RYS.

“He followed her, Bhe lm'ﬁgd !;tt:ln; him.

bat glanced along the side of her face

part way up
his wife, but of this he cluims to rve- ~1 don’'t know what I did then. 1 saw my
as dead.

the |
is detve
-mxum":uurdmmm-mmth
to him. After Chism struck the
blow mother dig nothing. She was

Thomas stated that on Monday previous (o
Sunday, May 12, Chism had told him that
Mrs. Chism was “on the warpath™ and
making It decldedly warm for him. ©Om this
occasion Chism complained greatly to
Thomas, saying that the conditions at his
house were almost’ unbearable. Two davs
later, according to Thomas, Chism agnin
referred to the affairs of his household,
and asked Thomas what he would do l‘f hi=
wife called him a liar. At this time Chism
seemed nervous, and told Thomas that he
could not stand the strain much Jonger.

Thomes also spoke of meeting Chism In
the Bloomington Juil the day after he had
killed his wife. Then Chism svoke of his
deed and extended his hand to Thomas, say-
1“ -

K.

o bad job yesterday.”

Dlocdtlgr.murg' wnrp the next witness and
was followed by the other expert and the
physiclars. When the expert testimony i=
concluded, there wlill follow a long llne of
witnesses, whose testimony will bear upon
the personal characteristics of hushand and
wife, and upon their alleged quarrels.

It was the opinion at Biloomington that
the trial would continue until the latter
part of next week. There is no unanimity
a5 to the probable verdict. though the gen-
timent seems to be growing that the de-
fense will clear Chism on the m“h{.ﬁ:‘

As has been sald, every apparently :’
incident in the married life of Merritt &
Mary Chism wlill be valued as evidence, and
will be used by the defense to point out the
likely psvchological effect which constant
association with a woman like Mrs. Chism
would have on a man lke the accused.

To follow out this analysis and place it
before the jury Is the task underiaken by
Lawyers T. C. Kerrick, W, K. Bracken,
Bam Welty and John A. Sterling.

The prosecution, whose endeavor It is te
disprove the elaborate theory of the de-
fense, Is composed of R. L. Fleming. Stata
Attorney for McLean County, and the law
firm of Trowbridge & Hobllt.

If. In the minds of the jurymen and all
unbiased men. the first mentioned attornevs
are successful the case will be of lasting
interest as that in which a husband was
driven to madness and blind murder.

HABTINGS MacADAM.

WOMAN CRUSHED BY CARS.

Mrs. Mary Jordan Tried to Cross
Under Freight Train.

Mrs. Mary Jordan, who lives [n a house-
bout at the foot of Dock street, was struck
by a frelght train near St. Louls avenue
and the Levee yesterday noon and severoly
hurt. She wus taken to the City Hos-
plital.

Mrs. Jordan says she atlempted to cross
the railrond track between two [freight
cars. The crew of the freight train sig-

¢ | naled the engineer to couple the cars, and
as they came together she was caught and
| dragged cnder the wheels,

e —————— —




