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PoCHANCES FOR AMERICANS IN SIAM.«<De

Made in Teakwood Trafic—Bangkok in 1902 —
Canal Nystein—Something as to Our Missionaries gnd Other Information About the Maogt Up-to-Date Country of the Far East.

Frank G. Cavpenter Tells About the
Electrie Lines—The New

however., the King hns been pushing his |

trade in every posstble may, amnd has now

established an Envoy Extraordinary and |

Minister.  Plenipotentlary at Washinz
The new Minister has the title of
Akharaj Yaradhara, and he hns held the
highest officlal positlons ot home, e has
been assoclated with the imperial Cabinet
and has made a reputation for himsaIf as
a diplomat and statesman, The Minister
is a native Slamese. He belongs to the no-
Lility. and 1= a man of ieatlon and ¢
complishment. He does not speak English
fluently, and my Interview ufr'nc'-mim: the
country was, at  his rs-||. s, carried on
through the secretary of the w::ll in, .\ta—
Edward H. Loftus

Our conversation opened with some kinag
expreaslons as to the friendly feeling which
the King and hiz people have for Amerl-
cans. Sald Mr. Laftus:

“"His Majesty the King 1= anxious to fur-
ther the trade of his country with yours.
He has the friendliest of feelings toward
Americans, and wishes even closer relations
than those which now exist hetweesn the
two people. The legation will do all it can
to better the trade between the two couns
“tries, and I really think we have a markes
there which your people do not apprechite,
Slam is one of the richest countries of the
far East. It is higger than France or
Germuny, and has u population of shont
000K It 5 a country of many large
clties, and one with which the English and
Germans have a large trade. It Is one
which i3 equally open to the Americans,
whom we hope will, from now on, raplil
increase thelr exports”

Kiam Carries on Extensive
Foreign Trade With England.

“But have we not already n big business
with your country?” T asked

“Nothing Hke =0 great as It should be*
replled Mr. Loftus. " You send us some ma-
chinery and hardware and a largs number
of bicycles. We buy some of your writing
and printing paper and a litle statlonery
and sume breadstuffs, tobacco and ecoal oll
The trade In 1500 wns more than two and
one-half times as great as it was in 18090,
but you have not begun to touch s possf-
biiltles. You should sell all sorts of mna-
chinery and almost every kind of Amerienn
notlons. Slam Is an agricultural country. It
has algo énormous areas of foresis, of teak
and other hardwoods, and American saws
and axes should be In demand. Russiz sur-
passes you in its shipment of eoal oll, and
us to all kinds of cotton goods, England has

tho lead. Indeed, about ¥ per cent of the |
forelgn trade of Blam is with England, al- |

though the Germans are trying hard to In.
troduce thelr ‘manuactures.’

“Roth Germans and English have bus=l-
pess houses in Bangkok and other Siamese
citles, and the Americans should establish
gimilar Institutions. Your manufacturers
should send out thelr ngents and do busi-
ness with the country direct, instead of
selling through Hong-Keng and Singapore,
a8 you now de.”

“Along what lines could Americans make
money in Siam, Mr Loftus? said 1.

“*There are many openings for capital nil-
Ued to good business bralns” swas the 1=
ply. “The trade In teakwood is largely dune
by forelgn syndicates. There !s one Kng-
lish eompany far in the interior, which has

a capital of $10,000000. 1t ships Its thmber |

to all parts of the world, There I8 no aved
g0 good as tehk for certaln kinds of ship-
bullding, for railroad ties and other things.
Th> wood does not rot when in the water,
and at the same time it 18 eany to handle.
We have some of the largest teak rorests
of the world and our shipmants of teak
amount to thousands of tons annually. "he
teak is sold by welght and it brizgs alout
$30 per ton. We have a forest degarimment,
admindstered by Britlsh ofMelnls, and go far
about hulf the forest arens are being held
in reserve."

Teak Forests Restricted to
Kiam, Burmal and China.

*Tell me more about the teakwooad for-
este, Mr. Loftus. Is not ine same pyd of
timber found in the Phillppines?

I sloubt it was the reply. T belleve
that the chief teak forests are restricted to
Stam. Burmah and Cochin China. 1 krow
they are planting out trees In Java, bhut

#uch as grow wild there are not of (e su-}

perior qualilty of our teak. It takes ahout
mixly years t0 grow & tree so *nat it is
large enough for Jlumber, and whether the
trees could be grown In the Philippines or
rot 1 ennnot tell. It = not right to spenk
of o teak foreat. There are no woods which
aré &)1 teak. but the trees are found scat-
tered through the other woods. They are
gotten out by means of elephants and the
work = very expensive and very hard. The
elephants are costly. They have 'o he
tralned to the work and they ean wark
only a certaln number of hours of the day
and only so many days In the year.”

“In what part of the couniry are the best
forests?' 1 asked.

“They are In the upper Provinces. The
wood Is cut and brought to the rlver and
flonted down to Bangkok. from where it is
shipped to all parts of the world. The Gov-
ernment has certaln taxes that have to be
pald for felling and shipping. and, all to-
geither, the expenses are great. For this
reason a large capltal is required. Never-
theless, the business pays very well and for-
tunes have been made in it **

“How about your new rallroadsa? I naked.

*“Theyr have opened up many parts which
untll now have heen comparatively inac-
cesglble,” sald Mr Loftus. *"The raliroad
from Hangkok to Korst kos been completed

{abow thit the

| aire now doing
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Tweny-Eigit Eectrie Plants
In Bangkok Alone.

“Da you use much slecrricits

*We have twent)
Banckok alone, W
cleetrie  light plant
lighte. It originully grd 1o the
lish Brush Company and s used for -
ing the King's pa i for the use of the
piablic 12 wus one fmes ofs
American (ngineer pamed Ben t and an
American syndicate;, hut was Inter on sobl
to & I'anlsh mpany, which now manaces
it. The most of its sup W pur-
chasid from Europe but come from Amer-
ica.

“The Danish eompany now owns the

electric rallroads. It has a tramway soven
and one-half miles long in cperation and a
track of three and o half miles more ¢
under construction, 1t advertizges that i
will supply electric power throughout the

3 |
city and it expocts to run i line of auto-

mobiles o conpection with {ts street cars

In mddition to this there are private plants |

the equipment of which Is largely Ameri-
can. You can now reach almost ropart
of the cliy or suburbs by strest ecars"™

“Glive me some {dea of Hunekok. Mr
Loftua. Our people think the town o made
up of housex floating on the water™

“That = wo only ta a lmited axtent,”
was the reply. *“The elty lles on the Menam
River. extending for miles up and down |
both sides of {t. There is u lirge bont popi-
lation and perhups 20 peaple who ac-
tually Ilve In houses anchored to posts in
the river mo that they rise amd fall with
the tlde. Many of these hou
large size. They are bulll upon 3 s and
are very comfortable homes. They econstl-
tute, however, but a4 small part of Bang-
kok. The palaces of the King ure of great
extent and In many respects are as fine as
the great bulldinegs of Europe,

City Has Seventy-Five
Miles of Canals.

“The oity Is a beautiful one. It is cut up
by canals, and about thirty-five vears ago
thesq canals were the stre All traffie

Muce of wagons and carrlages, There 3
still about seventy-five miles of cunals in
Bangkok. but bridges have been bullt over
them, paved streets have been Inid, and
you can now drive almost anywhere in n
carringe, Ten years ngo there were only
about nine miles of paved streets
there are over Aty miles, and new sty 1
are being o) i up every year. The Amer-
fean bLridge makers might do a good busi-
nes= In supplying the bridges. The old ones
of Iron and wood are being replaced hy
modern ones of fron aml steel, The King
bims=elf buollds one steel bridge every year
out of his private fund=s as g gift to the
mpoeeinl ceremonies, on his birthday., At
present the most of our bridge bullding ma-
terials come from England.™

“1 see that our Consul General, Hamilton
Fing. say= that Bangkok != unhealthy from
lack of waterworks.""

“That matter i= being remedled,” replied
Mr. Loftus. *The Government is now in-
vestigating the sutdect, and within a short

time we will have o new waterworks and.

sewerage system. [ don't know where the
supplies will come from. It takes an enor-
mous amount of pipe for a clty so =cattered
ns Bangkok, and whether we shall import it
or make it ourselves = a question. Our
people are skillfol In handling eclay, and it
may be that the plpes will be of pottery,
or we may establish foundries to make
them. We are trying to develop the coun-
try In every way. and can afford to spend
more if thereby we cnn found a home in-
dustry.

Richest Land Was That

Reclaimed From the Jungles.

“We are lmproving our country greatly
by digging canals and by opening up irri-
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PJST GHECK LAW WOULD PERMIT
CHANGE OF MONEY INTO A CHECK.
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Siam Is Practically a
Freec-Trade Country

“Where does the revenue come from?*
“EFrom the ustial tuxes anid leenscs,”” re-
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Is printed to |!Iu5'lratc
the Past Check Sys-
fem Any attempt
to use this slip as 4
money will sub- /[
ject the ::ﬂunder.‘f
to the prmhics"'@
presciibed by the §

& 1T S Statutes. N2
A .

Al $1.00, $2.00 and £5.00 bills herea fterissued by the Government tocontain  blank spaces to permita
change of money into a check, was the gist of a bill before Congress. This
rude sketeh serves to convey the idea.

WRITTEN FOR THE SUNDAY REPUBLIC

The Post Check Currency Bureau of
Washington, It ., is an organizat'on that
iz promoting a movement to secure postal
currency, ch momey waould, it is believed,
facllitate the tranraction of husiness by
mnil. There is no private gain In the mat-
ter, and ali expenses are met by the volun-
tary contribution of the originator of the
po=t cherk eurrencs.
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Liberty of the Poet.
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and conference of some of the greatest and
mo=t interesting abjectz In nature,

“We gwe much to the poet,” =ald the iit-
tle Star, “bepause he has glven us permis-
sion to do many of the things that we Je-
light In. If he had not glven permlesion
what would we doT To me he sald, “Twin-
kie, twinkle, little star,” and I have been
twinkling ever since.”

“That's right,” answered the Bun, *and
think how glad T am and how thankful the
earth should be that Shakespeare sald
‘Arigs. fajr sun.""

“But where would I be. and what yould

HARD TO GET A

START IN LIFE.

The old =tory of
vertized for o

bundle, knotted

old earth do?* asked the Spring, “1f Thnm-
‘Come, gentle spring? labored cver the knols

tled—that wox goosd In the

£on had not =sald,

“And think.”” sald the Ocean,
anf fiat I would be if Byron had not Wr!!-
and deep bLlue
*The position I= w

* chimed In the Bugie, * ten cents an hour

time, worth two ¢
save o plece of tw

graml chance he gave to my voice.”
“Talking about blowing,” =ald the Winier
Wind, “what an opportunity Shakespeara
gave me when he enterad the order.
blow, thou winter wind.” ™
Moral—Nature owes much of her liberty

.. negro minstrel,
the story of 2 man who pich
as he was leaving the oflice
chant, after an unsucerss

ful guest for work.

man's aetinn
back and gave
In 10 repalid
entire business

(T Yesiltlaly i time

Eilly™ waed to ond his ®ory hy saylng
that e tricd that scheme onece, when he
wid lookKing for.wor dropping & pin care-

I na he entersd, He stated

to the proprictur whoe not only
1s mployment offer him. hut re-
marasd to his partner ox Rice picked up
\e pin:

fMloor

= it that feltvw a o smoall o to ates]
a pin off the Noar, how much do you think
Y lenve In Ty LT

1y you want a coffin

it's for poor old Com-

" soute. He gald he wanted to be buried in a

natural pesitlon, =0 we will have to put his
arm aiove hir head™
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