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Q| - # badpen, the Missouri River will be three miles from Kansas City and the Kaw will

- tween here and Topcka, but it has verified the story of 175 dead and man

_ iy, the xiver Is four and one-half miles wide, 4,000 acres
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EE WEDNESDAY'S REPUBLIC FOR LEADING MERCHANTS MIDWEEK BARGAINS.

{{  FIFTEEN ARE DEAD AT KANSAS CITY,

WHILE FIRE ADDS TO FLOOD HORROR.

Twenty Thousand Persons Driven From Homes—
Lowlands Are Many Feet Under Water, All
Street Cars Are Stopped, Water Sup-
ply Cut Off and City in Darkness.

REPURLIC SPECTAL
Kansas City, Mo., May 31.—With the Kaw Rlver spreading from bluff to bluff.

flooding even the Unlon Depot six feet deep; with great fires raging In all the
lowlands and threatening destruction to everything above water, fifteen lives
ost and many more In danger, Kansas City has come to a stern realization of
the dleasters that have befalien Topeka and other towns in Kansas.

The ¢ty is Isolated. The bridges between here and Kansas City, Kas., were
#wept away to-night. One of them carried the main which brings the city Its
Water supply, so that water is shut off.

The electric light and power plants are also dlsabled, so that the city 1s in
darkness and not & car Is moving on any of the roads.

Twenty thousand homeless persons, driven from the low grounds In the
@ourse of the day, are sneltered in Convention Hall In churches and in hastily
arected tents on vacant lots, while the work of supplying them with food is un-
der way.

Meantime the city faces a food shortage of the gravest character, for supplies
Arg not large and it will be Impossible for several days to obtaln more. Three

days of isolation, it Is belleved, will use up all the surplus food in the clty, even
with strictest care.

Fifteen Lives Lost in Lowlands, but

Names Are Hard to Obtain at Once.
Fifteen persons havs been drowned in the west bottom to-day,
Because of the difficulty of recovering the bodles identification of most of ths dead
8 impossible. The dead as reported ars as follows:
James Deerman, drowned on Osage gvenua
Unidentified man with two children, drowned at Mill and Osage.

£ " UBidantified women dead in a mass of 4rift.

Willlam Herbert and two other persons drowned at Bscond and Osage.
- Three men and two women were drowned by the o psizing of a boat near the Unlon
Pacifie dridge. )
A man on a Belt Line engine, which was surrounded by water, was eeen to dls-
appear,
Fire Threatens Destruction to
The Flooded Wholesale District.

“  'Hunsas Clty is in the midst of the worst flood of its history, with the probabllity of

S8 oven greater rise of water,

Beaaldes the west bottoms, the wholesale business district, already inundated by
Wwater from three to ten feet deep, is threatensd by destruction from fire, which, this
evening, was burning in five places. The Unlon Depot is one of the structures In danger.

' The city Waterworks plant has been forced to shut down, as the water has put out
the fires under the bollers.

The firemen are Lhus handicaped so that thelr efforts are practically fruitless.

" The Third Regiment hns been called out and 60 men, with blankets and service
eqguipments, are on guard protecting property from looting.

Thelr orders are to shoot on sight Eny one who attempts to loot. Thalr presance
s having a good effect.

A hoavy rain all day here and in the surrounding country, drained by tributaries
of the Eaw and Missour] rivers, has made the prospect of a .ontinued rise certaln

‘The Union Depot is six feet under water. At noon to-day swilch engines were sent
on hurry messages to pull out what tralns wers then standing on the depot platform.
The water had just begun to cover the lower end on the terminals at that hour,
Btsadily it rose, while men were busy loading trunks and bagxage Into frelght cars to
Baul them to a pluca of safety.

Five Hundred Houses Float
Pown River From Armourdale.

Five hundred houses from Armourdale ficaled down the Missourl River this after-
moon. The foundations, weakened from two days of water, gave way. It seemed like
& ¢city es the houses, most of them with all the furniture and other belongings of thelr
owners, traveled St. Loulsward.,

Nineteen men stood on the roof of the Schwarzschild & Sul~ jrger Packing Com-
pany’s plant all morning trying in valn {o attract attention by wa.ing coats, shirts and
whatever else they could find. Finally they secured the company’s flag and by altar-

ralsing and Jowering it attracted the attention of boats, wWhich rescued them
’ six hours of imprisonment.

The plant is In momentary danger of ccllapse. It Is deserted, efforts to keep out
the water belng useless. -

‘Street cars are at a standstill. Most of the power Is furnished by the two blg powar-
Bouses on the Kaw, both of which ere disabled. ¢
5 The Missourl has broken through the Furlington embankment north of Harlam, a
. town opposite Kansss City, which is now only & mass of tree tops that appear lke

‘Buahes over the current. Should this channel deepen appreciably, the thing most likaly

flow In the channel vacated by its melghbor. This would mean new bridges and mueh
expatise to the rallroads.

‘ Pwenty Thousand Homeless Persons
‘Bheltered in Convention Hall and Churches.

It Is estimated that 20,000 people are homeless to-night In Kansas Clty. Conventlon
Hsll has been fitted op for their accommmodation and tents, which are belng pltched
The churches are filied with refugees, Sunday night services having bsen suspended. A
relief fund approximating §LOM has already been raised.

From up the river reports are equally discouraging. Only one wire is working he-

9 ¥y more
E. L. Tyler, & traveling man of Kansas City, and one of the last to reach Kansas
City from Topcka, says the sltuation is Indeseribable. He Predicts an spidemic of sick-
ness, the number of whoss victims will make fiood totals appear insignificant.
His descriptions of men and women clinging to the roofs of houses In a vain en-
desvor to save themselves is appelling. The water rose so rapidly that escape was
pusible. He himself caught the last train out of the Kanass capital.

Other Kansas Rivers Are Rising
and Many Towns Are in Danger.

. The other Kansas rivers with but few exceptions still continue to rise. ;
‘willages are completely isolated by water. RN (e
At a point near Buckner, Mo., thirty-five miles down

the Missouri from: Eansas

. are flooded and thirty famiy
~ are homeless. mmmu»mm:m:demutmuummm;
" hard 1o secure.

-+ Kansas City is feeling a water and food famine Three days more of high water
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KANSAS AVENTE, ARMOURDALE, A8 1T APPEARB! :
river las risen several feet and every foot of lumber and nearly all the residences In

that section have gone down the river together. The low levees which sufficed 1o keep ordinary high water out of

yards were as nothing before the mighty flood. j
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MORE RAIN TO-DAY

FOR FLOODED STATES.

In the forecast lzsued Inst night
by the Weather Bureau at Washing-
ton rain ix predicted for to-day In
& Missour!, East Knu=pa Southeast Ne-
& braskn, Idwa ana Dlinols,
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f | KANSAS CITY SEVERELY CRIPPLED BY GREATEST FLOOD IN ITS HISTORY; ;
' TOPEKA DISASTER MAY CLAIM MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED VICTIMS. |

DAY OF SUFFERING AND SORROW AT

-

y Ay, i

SATURDAY AFTERNOON,

the flooded district

the tensest anxlety.
Women Carried From Hotels and

was dry.

because of lack of water.
bollers by buckets,

River Nearly Four
Feet Above Record.

Tha stage of the river at 6 o'cluck to-
night was thirty feet seven Inches. The
previous high record we® made in 1881,
when the river rose to twenty-six feet three
fnches. By to-morrow morning, according
to the prediction of Superintendent O/Con-
nor of the Weathar Bureau, the level wiil
be thirty-one feet,

The Unlon Depot by the rise of the flood
to-day was rendered practically useless, At
cng end the water was three feet decep and
at the other it was a foot deeper. In the
baggage-room baggage was fastened fto
tackle and suspended in the alr out of the
reach of the water. i

Numerous rescucs, some of them mads
by the narrowest of margins, took place.

Two-thirds of Argentine, & railroad and
manufacturing town on the gouth bank of
ths Kansas River, gix miles from Kansas
City, !s Inundated by ten to twelve feet
of water, and probably $600,000 of damags
has been done,

Thousands Destitute

Among Argentine Citizens.

Forty-five hundred of the 6,50 inhabitants
ars homeless and nearly 3,000 are destitule.

Five bridges have been swept away, all
the raflroad tracks and factories are under
water and business is suspended.

Various rumors of loss of life cannot bs
yerified, but an unidentifiad negro woman 13
known to have been drowned, Bhe was
clinging to & log, which struck the accumu-
lated wrecknge at a bridge, and she was
carried under.

The Banta Fw Rallroad's loes i3 very
heayvy, but can scarcely be estimated until
the flood has abated. The company has 100
miles of track In the Argentine yards and
mpeveral miles of frelght cars stand sub-
merged. Some cars have broken loose from
tielr trmeks and fioated down the river.

The current has left the old channel and
has moved south, taking all the bulldings in
fts path. The Santa Fe track is under wa-
ter all the way to Holliday, eight miles
from Argentine, up the Kansas River Val-
ley.

The turners' bridge, three miles above
Argentine, went out at 10:30 o'clock this
morning. Its wreckage lodged against the
county brides at Argentine, which sue-
cumbed nt noon. The belt line stgel rall-
road bridge, just below the county bridge.
fell immediately afterwards.

Then, in succession, the Twenty-fourth
street bridge, owned jolntly by the Metro-
politen Street Rallwny Company and the
county, and the county bridge at Fifth
streat were carrled away. The rallroad
bridge was wvalued at $75,000, and the other
four at $25,000 each, making the bridge loss
$175.000. Five hundred frame dwelling-
houses are under water, and, with a further
risoe many will be swept away.

The river is full of wreckage and crowds

of people lined the banks to-day, watching

would bs very sorfous to o city already practieally fsolated. The wholesale grocery
houses, the packing plants, the railroad frelght houses and all bases of supplies ars in

Rellance must ba placed upon the stocks uptown, which, with the influx of people
from the other side of the river, will soon be reduced to nothing.
of the situation which 18 worrying the people more thnn anything else,
most foresizhted Lsve begun purchaslng a week's supply or more of the necessitles
of lifa. Restaouruint mwen are talking of shutting down

It ia this featurs
Already tius

I'he whole gltuation is one of

Residences in Big Transfer Wagons.

Among the scenes this morning wns the taking of wepmen from the hotels and
residences which line Unlon avenus oppcsite the Unlon Depot. Large transfer wagons
backed up on sldewnlks and carrled the guests to places of pecurity. “The dunger fearsd
on this street is that of seeping water, which rendere the

At 10 o'clock a man walked across Unlon avenue to gefly his breakfast. The street
An hour later the water was three feet deep
of the buslest gtreets of the wholesale distriet.

The stock yards ars flooded. Fifteen hundred sheep wero drowned there last night.
Cars of cattle stand ‘on tracks. There is no place to unload them. The less will fall
heavily on stockmen and others connected with that business,

The Cudahy packing plant was reported In great danger tb's evening, It faces the
Kaw's current and is the first large bullding to feal the force of the water.

Every factory or plant using steam In the clty was forced to shut down to-night
The newspapers tried to get out extras, but eould not.
Water is being hauled to tholr buildings In sprinkling wangons and transferred to the

Aings llable to collapse.

Mules had (0 swim acruss one
L]

the processzion of houses, cars, trees and
other debris that flonted down,

Crowds Line Banks
Watching the Wreckage.

Twelve bodies were counted ns they
floated past. In nearly every Instancs they

were lying ncross pleces of wreckage., On

the roof of a cabin that came swirling down
e

Continoed on Page Two.
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T0-DAY’S REPUBLIC.

THE SUN RISES THIS MORNING AT
4:13 AND SETS8 THIS EVENING AT 7:19.
THBE MOON SETS TO-MORROW MORN-
ING AT 1207,
WEATHER INDICATIONS,

For Missourl—Rain Monday and
Tuesday, except falr and warmer
Tuesday in west.

For INlinols—Rain Monday and Tues-
day.

L Flood Sltuation in Kansas,

8. Teamsters Resume Work To-Morrow.
Commander of Stacker Lea Bays Best
Stenmboat Won.
Bhooting and Sulelde End Sunday De-
bauch.

Irish Lad to Try in American Derby.

. Bcores Lalty for Not Changing Name,
Bulcide Increase in America Rapldly Ap-
proaches a Mania,
States Must Share Burden of River and
Harbor Bills.

Editorial,
Stage News and Notes.

7. Construction Cost Caused Frisco Deal
Btarving a Fugitive Among Explosives,
Growth of Texas Irrigation Plants

Republic "Want"” Advertisements,

. Republie *“Want"” Advertizements,
Cardinals Defeated by Chicago,
Raln Prevenls Game at Sportsman's
Park

Sermons and Services at the Churches.

Fruita and Vegelablea,
Miscellaneous Marketm
River News

Maw Gushers Double Bpindletop Fleld.
House Organization to Be Arranged at
Chicago.

\ wor Her Husband and C A

MISSISSIPPI RIVER
NEAR DANGER LINE

Btream, Filled With Driftwood,
Only Lacks 2.7 Feet of Reach-
ing Flood Tide.

LOTUS SIMS LATE IN ARRIVING.

Fear Is Expressed That Thirty-
IPoot Btage Will Destroy 40,-
000 Acres of Wheat on
Bottom Lands.

At 9 o'clock Iast nlght the Missi=sippl
River at 8t Louls showed a helght of 2.7
feet, within 2.8 feet of the dunger line.

The river is rising rapidly and the
Weather Bursan predicts a height of 32 feat
by Thursday. This prediction was made
yesterday afternoon.

It 1s thought by river men that the heavy
rains of last night will bring the river above
tha danger line by to-night.

The carrent of the river Is swift and great

masses of wood and debris are drifting
dowmnstream.

The Lotus Sims, the steamboat engaged
In the recent race, and due to arrlve at St
Louls at 6 o’clock last night, did not arrive
until 2 ¢'clock thls morning, and the fear
was entertained that the craft had been
dizabled.

The Weather Bureau agnin notiffed Boon-
ville and Hermann to prepars for high wa-
ter., The danger line at Boonville s twenty
feot, and the river registered one foot above
thls mark yesterday.

A big rise In the Misalssipp! River s
greatly feared by farmers in the bottom
lands between BL Louls and Calro. It ia
sald that 40,000 acres of wheat will be
ruined If the water goes above thirty feet.

The river bullatin for May 21 follows:

Danger Helght Chg. In Rain in

Stations. P Line, of River. 4 Hra 24 Hra
St. Paul secerssssesase W 2.8 .3 00
Duboaus ..ecsee - 15 4.9 4.1 a4
Davenport .. - 16 12.0 .3 A
KroKUk .ue 15 1.4 .9 08
Hannibal 1 4.4 3.9 1.3
Gafton -] 16.0 K 1.02
Omaba . 18 L.a 0.8 (A ]
Kansas 2 78 "5 K
Boonviile n 4.0 ".5 1.26
Hermann .... . 24 a0 2.3 .0
Bt Loull ceceinsvsness 30 on.e “.5 AT

FARMS NEAR HANNIBAL
ARE TOTALLY SUBMERGED.

Hannibal, Mo,, May JL—The sudden rise
In the Mississippl River hag brought heavy
damage on the slands and in the bottom
Iand In this locallty. Thousands of pcres of
fertile Innd between Hannlbal and Kedkuk,
planted In corn and other crops, are sub-
merged. Everything is ruined. Residents
were compelled to fise yesterday and to-day
to the Missourl shore for safety. Only part
of the atock was saved.
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UNSELFISH HEROISM

SHOWN BY TOPEKA MEN.

In the work of saving thosa Im-

periled by the flood at Topeka were

many instances of unselfish bravery
on the part of the men,

Invariably women and chiliren had

His Arrest.
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TOPEKA MARKED BY HEROIC DEEDS. j,

Estimates of Dead by Flood Vary From 175 t
250, While the Number of Fire Victims |
Can Only Be Guessed—Rescue Work
at Last Becomes Effective.

»
Topekn, May 81.—With 175 or 200 lives lost; millions of dollars of property

destroyed; hundreds of plstol shots as signals of distress, blended with the agonlz- . &

lug eries of unwilling Inbabitants of tree tops and roofs of houees, and the ws
creeping upward and then slowly subsiding and nlternately changing hope to de-
spalr, the capital city bas passed the memorable Sabbath day of lts existence,

To all this discomforting condition of affairs was added the presence of &

cold, dismal raio,

The ardor of the rescue work of the heroie rescuers was not abated in the
least by the cénditions which confronted them.

For long, dreary bours, knee deep In water and somet!mes in water up to
thelr necks, they worked with might and main.

Three Hundred Rescued by Valorous

Efforts on Part of Citizens.

To-night they can proudly point to 300 or more rescued ones wh;:, others
wise, might have been swept away 1n the current.

Leading men have made a carefnl examination of the flood and all itx condle
tions, nnd as a result of their investigation they give 250 as the probable nume

ber of lives lost.

l‘l.-v-iA

A nwre coonservative estimate places the number of dead at

The higher number s as apt to ba correct as the lower. The number of dead 0
merely & matter of estimate, Twenty members of rescuing parties tell of how they
sivw prople drop from houses, cnly to be swept away by the flood, and gthers tell of
men who, terrifiad at the approach of the fire, dropped Into the water, where they

sank and did not reappear.

This estimated number of dend does not Includa the largs number classed as misse
Ing. who cannot otherwise be nccounted for. Neither does It Include the number who
are supposaed to have lost thelr llves In the fire,

In the latter class there {s absolutely na means of arriving at even an approximate
number of viclims, The water Is so high and the current go strong that all that
can ba dome now 1= to rescue those in the bulldings surrounded Ly watser.

It will be at least three days hefors the correct number of dead will be decided

upon.

Work of rescuing the victims of the floods f= heing pushed forward with vigor.
Better results have choracterized the efforts of the organized forces since 4 o'cinck

this afternoon than during ull the preceding tw nty-fin

Bteam Launches and Cable
Aid Greatly in Relief Work.

r )
1 ¥

Two MUttle steam launches are now puffing up wodl down Lhe tiver, pleking 3 sur-
vivors. A larger steamboat fe expected hera Ly u special traln on the Rock Isiand
within twenty-four hours. If possible to run the train, the boat will be brought to a
point two miles above the city and thers launched.

A trainlosd of small bouts wers In use to-day, but they were useless In batiling

against the mighty current

A wire cable has besn stretched mcross the Kansas svenus bridge,
attached a sand dip and refugees were brought across in this manner.

To this was
If the fisod

does not rise further and thoss not yet resched can keep thelr places for a few

hours longer, there need not

neces=arlly be a much larger loss of life,

Large contributions have already becn received for the beneflt of the suffersrs. The

amount given by Topeka citizens alone will spgregate 30,000,
added an immense quantity of clothing, provisions

To this s to he

and general supplies, OCutsldas

towns have generously offered ald, notable among whi-h is Galveston, Tex.
To-night the portion of Topeka not aff acted by the flood i erowdeidl with refugess
and people from the surrounding country who have come to witness the flood con-

ditions.

There {s great anxiety to-night as to what to-morrow will bring forth,

If the

river does not recelve any more flood water west of here the improvement in the

situation here will be marked

1t the water rizes at Manhattan and Wamego, 1o-

morrow wlil ses a repetition of the worst of the flood scenes and the distress hers will
be greatly Intensificd. [Either contingeioy ig entirzly within the range of possibility.

When the great Kansas River has sub-
slded the truth of the awful calamity in
tho loea of life and destruction of property
will be known.

To-night 50 persons are known to be in
the second stories of bulldings in North
Topekn or to have been swallowed up by
the raging torrent of water which covers
that town to an average depth of twelve to
fifteen feet. E

At least 600 of the 10000 Inhablitants of
North Topeka are not accounted for,

However, the steady downpour of last
night and to-day all over Kansas does not
glve hope und courage to the herolc bont-
men who are already fatigued with thelr
laborious undertaking.

The best news Topeka has recelved since
this awful calamity broke upon her was in
& telephons message this morning that the
water had receded ten Inches at Manhattan,
but the same message sald a heavy rain
was falllng throughout Centrul Kansas
TUp to 6 o'clock to-night the water Buuge
showed o fall here of ten Inches, The river
will have to receds four or five feet $ihin
the next twenty-four hours o enable the
réscuing partles to save the people still {m-
prisoned in the higher buildfhgs of North
Topeka or get to them with provisions, for
many aof them have ha hing to eat for
thiriy-six hours, P
Abandoned Hotel
Used by Refugees.

This afternoon It was found that resculng
parties could with safety locate refugees in
the big elevator in “North Topeka apd aiso
in the Unlon Pacific Hotel, which had been
abandoned early Saturday morning. The
torrent around the hotel bullding was ten
fent deecp, but the rescued were deposited
thera safely through the second-atory win-
dows from the bouts.

A high plat of ground near Garfleld Park
was congidered safe and here nearly 100
refugees are shivering to-night without

shelter from the rain.
appeased Jate thils: aflem; :‘r‘lrnealt:“b;‘t:
brought f{o each four crackers and two
hunks of chesse. Another boat carried to
thosa peopla brandy, whisky and other
.stimulants to counteract the sffects of eocld
and raln,

When the Imprisoned people In upper
stories and two-score who had been cling-

Gigantic Extent of
Disasters in the /

Lives lost in flood in Kansas and llissouri
Lives lost by tornado in four States
Persons rendered homeless by wind and water

Property damaged by tornado placed at.......................ccc.................$ 2,000,000
Property loss by flood estimated at....................cccoeeeueenernn.ncec.......$10,000,000

L R L L R L R T T T I

L L R R L N T

L R T T P R e

215
42
50,000

9000006060000 0006

»
GALVESTON REMEMBERS ~ 3
LIBERALITY OF KANSAS. 3

When Galveston was overwhelmed @
by her historie harricane Kansas was L
among the first to express sympathy @
in substantial terms, L 3

Now, in the time of Topeka's great @
sorrow, Galveston. true to ber friends, @
Is one of the first to come forward @
Wwith u liberal offer of funds for those @
who have lost everything by flood. @
B6¢00000000000000en

ing to the roofs of thelr homes, preferring
to remain there than to attempt fo cross
the river in the smail boats, leArned that
they were to be tuken to places of safely
in North Topekn, the outeries for help weare
henrtrending. Only & half  dozen good
boats wers at hand and not more than five
persons could be carrled with safety.

This moved the bontmen to greater efforts
and to-night, with powerful searchlighte
and facing a beating raln from the norih,
which is almost turning to sleet, those res-
cuers ars anawering the appeals for help
from men, women and children, who are
suffering from hunger and severs exposure.

Women Taken From

Burping Lumber Yard.

E. L. Ballsy and E. M. Alexander per-
formed some of the most herole work of the
night In the darkness, about 3 o'clock Lhis
morning, at the greatest risk of their own
lives, they succeeded in reaching ons of
the burning lumber yards and rescued &
dozen women and children.,

200000000, 000

One man whimperingly tried to force hime
mlf Into the already cverloaded boat to the.

danger line, but was mernly pushed
by the rescueras

On the way to the south shore, one of the

ing tales of rescues attempted
Ths most prominent men of t
donned cilakins, snd in water

-

! |

e p— L it

i
1

_ i
¥

%

Loedly

Tori oy

kg




