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watehed thie supple body, bending at the
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as a voune willow stalk, and  withal, strong

as oy vouth is strone. He looked, and was aware
of o weeat vesrning, akin in sensation o physical hun-
ger. At Liss L spok Bavine:
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=hes lovked up at him with eold eves. The old man
ehuekled o lumself after the manner of the old.

Fhou art my woman, Oona” Negore said, his
sones dominant and conveving o hint of menace,

e arose with eat=like ease and suddenness to her
full height, her eves fashing, Lee nostrils quivening
Likee o ddeer's,

lowas thy woman to be, Newore, bt thon art a
coward: the daughiter of Old Kinoos muates uot with
a voward!™

She =tleneed him with an imperions gesture as he
strove to=pruk.
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“Old Kinoos and T eame among vou from a stranse
land.  Thy people took us in by their fires and made
us warm, nor asked whenee or why we wandered,
It was their thought that Okl Kinoos had lost the
pight of his eves from age; nor did Old Kinoos say
otherwize, nor did [, his davghiter. Ol Kinoos is o
brave man, but Old Kinoos was never a hoaster,  And
now, when 1 tell thee of how his Blindness came to |l!',
thou wilt know, bevond guestion, that the danghter
of Kinons eannot mother the chilidren of a coward
such ns thon art wore,”"

Again she silenecd the speech that rushed up to his
tonweue,

“Inow, Negore, if journey be added unto journey
of all thy journevings through this land, thou woulilst
not come to the pnknown Sitka on the Great Salt Seq,
In that place there be many Ruossian folk, and their
rule 1= har=h,  And from Sitka, Ol Kinoos, who was
Young Kinoos in those davs, fled away with me, a
babe in his arms, wlone the izlands in the midst of
ghe sea. My mother dewd tells the tale of his wrong;
a Itussinn, dead with a spear throngh breast and back,
tolls the tale of the vengeance of Kinoos,

St wherever we flnd, and however far we fled,
alwavs did we find the hated Russian folk,  Kinoes
was unafraid, buat the sight of them was a hart to his
eves: so we fled on and ong throngh the s nd years,
till wee came to the Great Fog Sea, Negore, of which
thou hast heard, but which thou hast never seon,
We lived among many peroples, and T grew to be a
woman; but Kinoos, growing old; toek to him no other
womzn, nor did T take a man,

SAL last we eame to Pastolik, which is where the
Yukon drowns it=elf in the Great Fog Sea. Here we
lived long, on the rim of the sea, among a peoaple by
whom the Russians were well hated,  But sometimes
they came, these Russians, in great ships, and made
the people of Pastolik show them the way thronsh
the islands uncountable of the manv-monuthed Yukon.
And sometimes the men they took fo show them the
wav never came hack, till the people beeame angry
and planned a great plan. i

“S0, when there eame o ship, Old Kinoos stepped
forward and said he we show the wav, He was
an old man then, and his hair was white: but he was
unafraid.  And he was cunning, for he took the ship
to where the sea sucks in to the land and the waves
beat white on the monntain (':I”l'l‘ Rom: o fl. The
sen sucked the ship in to where the waves heat white,
and it ground npon the rocks and broke open its sides,
Then came all tlhr- peaple of Pastolik (for this was the

lnn), with their war-spears. and arrows, and some
Few guns,  But first the Russinns put out the eves

wen davs, and his pursuit had heen in itselfl a
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“THOU ART A BRAVE MAN, NEGORE: THOU

of Ol Kinoos that he miglit never show thie WY N,
and then they fought, wheres the waves beat white,
withi the ;u-n{lll' of Pastolik

“Now the head-tan of these HRussinns was Tvan,
He it was, with lu= two thuamls, who drove out the
eves of Winoos He it was who fousht his way
throvuel the white witer, with two aoen left of all
his mien, and went away along the rim of the Great
3 Seainto the north., Kitioos was wise, He eomlid
see o more and was helpless as o child =0 he Hed
away from the sei, up the great, strange Yukon, even
ton Nodaero, sl 1 fledd withe b,

Thi= was the divd my father did, Kinoos, an old
Bt how didd the young man, Negore?"

Oeir peain she sileneed . hine,

“With my own eves 1 saw, at Nulato, before the
gates of the great fort, and hat few days gone. | saw
the Russian, Ivan, who throst out my father's eves,
lny the lash of his dog-whip upon thee and beat thee
like o dog.  This | saw, and knew thee for a cowarnd,
But I saw thee not, that night, when all thy people—
vea, even the boys not yet hunters, fell upon the Hus-
stans and slew them all.”

“Not Ivan,” saild Negore quictlv.  “ Even now is
he on our I ,and with him many Russians fresh
up from the sea."”

Oona made no ¢ffort to hide her sarprise and chagrin
that Ivan was not dead, but went on:

“In the dav 1 saw thee a coward; in the night,
when all men fought, even the bovs not ver hunters,
I <ow thee not and konew thee doubly a coward”

“Thon art done? AL done?"™ Negore asked.

she nodded her head and looked him askanee, as
thouzh astanished that he should have anght 1o sav.

“IRnow then that Negore i= no eoward.” he said;
and his speech was very low and quiet. “ Know that
when I wis vet a bov [ journeved slone down to the
place where the Yukon drowns itself in the Great Fog
Sea. Even to Pastolik T journeved, and even bevond,
into the north, along the fim of the sea,  This T did
when T was a bov, and T was no cowarild, Nor was [
cownrd when | journeved, a voung man and alone,
up the Yukon farther than man had cver heen, so far
that T eame to another folk, with white faces, who
live in & preat fort and talk speech other than that
the Russians talk.  Also have | Killod the great bear
of the Tanana country, where no one of my people
hath ever been. And T have foueht with rhe Nuk-
Iukvets, and the Kaltaes, and the Sticks i far regions,
even I, and alone. These de wherenf no man
knows, T speak for myself.  Let my peaple speak for
me of things I have done which thev know. They
will not sav Neeore is a coward.” ;
e i ed proudly, and prondly waited.

“These be things which happened before T eame
into the land,” she said, “and 1 know not of them.
Only do 1 know what T know, and 1 know T saw thee
lashed like a dog in the dav: and in the night, when
the great fort flamed red and the men killed gnd were
killedd, T saw thee not. Also, thy prople do el thee
Negore, the Coward. Tt is thy name now, Negore, the
Coward."”

“Tt is oot a good name” Old Kinoos chuekled,

“Thou dost not understand, Kinoos "' Negore said
gentlv.  “Dat T <hall make thee understand.  Know
that 1 was away on the hunt of the bear, with Kamo-
tali, my mother’s son. - And Kamo-tah fought with a
great bear. We had no meat for three davs, and
Kamo-tali was not strong of arm or swift of foot.
And the great bear erashed him, o, till his bones
eracked like dry sticks.  Thus T found him, very sick
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ART MY MAN, NELGORE.™

and gresnng upon the groond.
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“Then | heard the talk of the I tliels
that the Russians hid hrought =<tes - upon

llu' ]u'npll'. and Rillead OUF e, nied =t CUT Woetnen,
and that the Inond must be pauede eloar V= ] sgv, |
heard the talk, and T knew it for oo ik, and 1
Knew that in the night the Riassians wore o Lae Rilled.
But theré was my brother, Kamo-tab, <0 b 0 groans
i aned with no meat; <o I could not =t and Reht
with the men and the bovs not ver hunters

“And I ook with me mear and fish, and oh
mark= of Ivan, and I found Kamo-tah
groaning, but dead.  Then [ went k1o MNulato,
and, behold, there was no Nulato—only astos where
the great fort had stood, and the hodies of many men,
And I saw the Russiaus come up the Yukou in boats,
fresh from the sea, many Russians: and 1 <aw Ivan
creep forth from where he lay hid and make ik with
thermn.  And the next day T saw Ivan lead them upon
the trail of the tribe.  Even now are they  ypon the
teail, and T am here, Negore, hut noe e

“Thisis o tale I hesr)'” sand (nong, t 1)
was gentler than Lefors, Kamo-tah wi 4nd
cannot speak for thee, and T know only what T Loow,
and I must Know thee of my own eves for no coward,”

Negore made an mpatient gesture

“There be wavs and ways,” <he added. Art thon
willing to do no less than what Old RKinoos  hath
done?™

He nodded his head, and waited.

“As thou hast smd, they seek for us even now,
these Russians, Show them the wav, Negore, even
as Old Kinoos showed them the wav, so that they
come, unprepared, to where we wait for them, in a
passuge up the rocks. Thou knowesr the place,
where the wall is broken amd high. Then will we
destror them, even Tvan,  When they eling like flies
to the wall, and top is no less near than bottom,
our men shall fall upon them from aliove and either
e, il spears, and arrows, and gnns. And the
women  and  children from above, shall loosen the
great rocks and hurl them down uporn them. [t will
be n great day, for the Russians will Lo Lilled, the
lund will be made clean, and Ivan. even Ivan who
thrust out my father's eves and Iaid the Lisi of his
dog-whip upon thee, will be killed. Like o : gane
mad \\‘ill he die, his breath erushed ont of him beneath
the rocks. And when the fighting hegins, it i= for
thee, Negore, to erawl secretly awnv so that thou be
not slain.” . ’

“Even 80,”" he answered.
the wav. And then?”

“And then I shall be thy woman. Nowore's woms
the brave man's woman. And thou =hult hunt mes
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“Negore will show them




