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UNCONTROLLABLE FIRE SWEEPS THROUGH BALT

FIFTY BLOCKS OF BUSINESS
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Potwoesn North streer and Holliday, Lexington and Fayette streets, is threatened by the fire which is on two gides

BALTIMORE CITY HALL,

of it,

“the whole block was nothing but a caul-

Faltimore street being similarly consumed.
Mullin’s Hotel caught and other bulldings
near . West of Liberty street, on the
south =side of Balumore, the block was
and the big Baltimore Bargain
also caught. Dowre  in Hopkins
| plave, where the conflagration started, the
| Hurst building amd the other wholesale

doomed.
' Houze

swept on down Baltimore stheer, and also
turned into Charles street, where [t guick-
Iy enzguilfed the cleven-story Unlon Trust
building, starting eastward on  Fayeite
street.

By § o'clock the accupants
Herald building at Fayette

of the Dally
nmd 8t

| houses on botiy sides of the street crum-
blod and. fell

SPE(CTACLE OF HUIN

WAY EARLY APPALLING,

THWER dry gouds houses of Daniel Mil-
o £"®os  and K. M. Sutton & Co, wore
soon dffame and along German street, enst
and west from the Hurst bullding.
werefi dozen bullilings burning
mare threatened.  The spectacle of ruin
and desiruction from any point in these
doomed blocks was s=omething appalling.

Masx & Remper's big wholesale store,
on Baltimore street, quickly succumbed 1o
the flames, and the walls fel! with a crash
thitt was heard for squares. The Flurst
hullding was utterly destrored, not even a
will ten fect high being left standing.
W= appireitly the center of the caldron,
whenee the flames ritdlated  over the
dovmed nelzhborhocd.

In Hopkina place, the Hopking Savings
Bank and the Natlonal Exchange Bank
were gutted by fiamer, the few sireams of

water that the firtemen were ahle 1o turn
fon them proving  utierly  Ineffectual to
| even halt the destruction. Here, across
| the stree:, were the puing of John E.
| Hurst & o, and next to them S
| Jr.. & Sons, were in flames,
wis tYhe Inrvge bullding  owned by the |

WHlHam Iech Importing Company,
twhich wan also quickly destroyed,

l Avruss Lhe

Drug Company buillding waes quickly in
Jl'ulllf-‘ while fronting on the Hzltimore
| street sile of this blovk were the Hox-
bury Rye Distilling Company, the build-
rmg oecupled by Silberman & Todes, the

house of Allen Sone & Co. which had
|'n;|:-|l‘.y heen compieted, while next to |t
the establishment of M. Moses &

and seores

I Was
Lo,
On the eorner was the bullding occupied
by Messrs. Sugir & Shear and
other smaller concerns.  All of these were
!.*H‘;l!l-\“r-d up in the flames, and, in [act,
dron of fire,
FARTIAL LIST OF
BITLDINGS CONSTIMED.
Among the bulldings consumed are the
! following:
| Roxbury Rye Distiling Company: Allen

& Sons, leathers: sugar & Shear, cloth-
ing: L. Stein & Co.. umbrella manufac-
turers; M, Friedmuan & Sons; Crockin &

'0., dry goods, Schwirz Toy Company:

HEART OF BALTIMORE A FERY FURNAGE; |
BEST PART OF THE CITY ALREADY IN ASHES.

Tontinned From Pange One.

. the authorities o not koow
If

have not perished, it seems a miracle,

of teroor,
of the lvss of a =single life, many
There are more than a bundred injured
in lhospitals, and among them is Bui-i
Hor-
who was the victim of a live wire, 1
the
lap-

timore's Fire Chief, George W,

The flames hnve Jumped
Eqjquitable

past
building and are now

ping the Post Office aod Courthouse.
They are raging squares beyond the
Equitable along Gay street, from Bal-
timore to FFayette. Gay street is the
second most important thoroughfare in
the

A list of the firms affected

hest omly a matter of conjecture,

city.

is at
New
than old
Looking

Iviekward at the disaster it seems as

losses are recorded faster

anes can be written down.
though some one miost have blunderied
or been inefficient,  Yer eyewitaesses
of the beginning of the tragedy aver
that it all happened in the twinkling
of an eye,

John E, Hurst & Co.’s building is in
the conter of the wholesale dry goods
the blocks

arcumd about are massive hur old and

district. The bulldings in
stocked with millions of dollars” worth
of zoods, preparatory to the spring in-
flux of Southern buyers, Before a clty
alarm sounded it ie declared that the
#uomatic alarm in the Hurst building
rang the call, This was at 1048 a. m
It secmed only an instant later that the
entire building was in flames,

CITY CALLED FOR HELP
TO FIGHT THE FLAMES,

The alarm calling out the entire city
Fire Department was in anil in a few
minues Ballimore, realizing that the
doum of the wholesale district was evi-
demi, sent appeals “for help 6 New
York, Washington and Philadelphia.
Philadelphia, for €ome repsson,
very slow In getting hete, and It was
after 8:30 to-night before Clhief Butler
and his staff of men and machines
reached the scene.

A wind was Dlowing in the neigh-
horlood of twentyfive mlles an hour.
Thirty minutes after the fire hroke
out there was a terrible explosion,
either in or right near the Hurst build-
ing.
had gone up. It i5 probable that the
cause was the bursting of a gzas tank
or sonle gae engine,

was

It was as if a powder magazine

It is not believed
that any high explosives were stored
in what was exclusively a notion aud
dry goods distriet.

Walls tottered and fell, the city for
squares around being shakep,  Otlier
explosions followed ‘and the fire was
free to spread in every direction, Its
great path was eut toward fhe diree-
tion of the city’s heart. With the wind
from the southwest, toward tlie north:
east, stores, banks and business houses
lay in the path. i

Onee, shortly before 3 o'clock, the au-

A few mimates after this

annonneement

der contal,

Joxrons the flames

seemed to hreak out avith redoubled

fary, and ax the sun went down  there

wore eizht blocks of ruins and the fire

was al the eity’s very heart, gathering
vigor for its attack on the skyserapers.
FIRST EXPLOSION STXRTUED
PEOPLE 1IN CHURUHES.

The whole city waws notified of the con-
terrific explogion which

flagration by a

occurred  some galmates after 11 o'clock.
A sharp splitting roar went up with re-
verherating thunder, This wes followed by
a peculiar whistling nolge, ke that made
by & shrill wind. The churches in the cén-
filled with

becamé

of the city were
of whom

while no panles ensued,

tral secton
worshipors, many

frightened, and,

hkundreds of men and women left their
seats and went oulgide to see what had
happened.

In a few moments the streets and pave-
ments all over the city were erowided with
Another deafening crash
column= of cinders
the central sec-

exolted people.
ovcurred  and dense

and smoke shot up over

tion of the city. and in a huge brown
column moved raptdly toward the morth
enst.

Horne on  the strong  southeast wind,
the column of smoke, hlazing cinders and
even of tin roolinz sprend over
the ¢enter of the oity and a rain of cin-
ders tell, compeliing pedestrians to dodgs
red-hot pleces of wioond

Two more explosions followed and thou-
sands of people hurried to the scene ol
the fire, Of all the spectators. compara-
tively few =aw the fire Itsell. They coulid
not get within half a block of {t. Even
the policemen guarding the approaches to
thie fire had to repeatedly shift their po-
sitions and dodge falling cinders.

Pieces of tin 8x8 feet square were lifted
into the air by the {errific heat, sailed up-
ward like pafler kites and when they
reached a point beyond the zone of the
most Intense heat fell ciatiering to the
streets.

SCENE OF INDESCRIBAHLE
TERROIR AND CONFUSION.

The firemen and police, who were
ohllged to stick to thelr dangerpus posts
dodged into doorways for ahelter from the
rain of hot misslles. Crash after crash
conld he heard within the hurning district,
but even the fircmen could not tell from
what building they proceeded.

In the sesthing fornace of flames all
sense of  the direction or location of
bulldings was lnst.

Walle snd fporing fell in thunderous
roar hlocks nway. Hundreds of merchants

amnd huslness men with offices in ° the
threatened districts  were notified hy
watchmen amd wvolice. Nearly all 1ook
steps to have their books removed to a
plitce of =afety. Hundreds of men and
bovs were enguged to mova the booke.
The Adams Exptess Company senl a hur-
ry call for it2 men and wagons to come to
the office at oncve. The books, deeks and
files were all puaced Into wogona for re-
moval to.places of salety.

MIULLINS HOTEL BECOMES

HIUGE AND DREADFIUL TOBRCH,

At 158 o'clock the Mulline Hotel, a
seven-story structures at Liberty and Bal-
timore streets, was in flames from garret
to cellar, and 1t great height and nar-
rowness acted as & =ort of flue and con-
verted the «doomed bullding into a huge
and dreadful torch,

All the guests of the hotel had been or-
dered out of the buliding shartly after
the fire broke out In John E. Hurst's
piace, and there was no panle or confu-
sion and noene was injured.

Though every bit of fire- fighting appa-
ratus in the city was called Into requisi-
tion  as  the flames  confinued 1o
sprea®s the firemen realized that they had
o task before them which was ton great
for them to combat. Telegrams for fire
engines were sent to Washington and
FPhiladelphia, and about 1 o'clock six en-
gines arrived from Washington and foor
from Philadelphia and ]u:ncd in the battle
with the flames. -

nleces

thorities thought they bad the fire un-

Engines from s!auons in Belimore,

|

Howard., Anne Arundel and Hartford
cirenties af#o arrived as scon s= possible,
=ome of the apparatus traveling a dis-
tunce of thirty miles and more,

Water plugs in every =ection within a
radius of half ‘a mile ftom the fire were
In use, pod it was ronghly estimated that
there were 150 hosex all plavicz at ane
time upon different parts of the confingra-
tion.

Owing to the great congestion of fire
ApPTUral s, 'Iu- crowds of propls and the
| general eonfudion many of the engines
from out of town weére ynable to find a
plnce whore thay would be of any servies

With loud roars wall atter wall toppiod
irto the strects amd firemnen ran for thelr
lives.

All” kinds of wires had e bhe cut to |
clear the way for the fire fighters, The
blocks bounded by Garman, Liberty, Sharp

and Baliimore streets were early found 1o
be ddnomed, and the firemen turned thelr
aitention to saving the bulldings on Balti-
more streel, fast of Bharp.

The fire was beyond thelr control and
the flimes ran from one bullding to an-
other In spite of the fart that the firemen
had done thelr best to check the progresas
of the flames by soaking the structures
with water.

FROXNT STREET THEATER
CAUGHT FROM SPAHRKS,

Red-hut cinders lgnited the roof of the
Front .Street Theater, and for a time it
looked ‘as though that striucture would he
bharned. down. The bullding is at least a
half mile from the main eonflagration, and
the fact that the roof caught from fall-
Ing vinders shows 1o what distance the
fiery ruin fell. The bluze, which was on
the southwest corner, ‘was extingulched by
the firemen, assisted by cltizens,

For a time econshderable wlorm wae felt
at the City Hospital when the rain of
cinders was {its ficrcest. The Sisters of
Mercy, In charge of the Institution, were
all at their posts. and an offort was mode
to keep the fact of the conflagration
secret from the patients. A few cinders
fell on the roof of the hespltal, but were
extinguished by the physicians of the
house staff.

Eighteen women, two babies and seven
nurses were taken from the Maternity
Hospital, tn West Lombard street, in po-
lice ambulances, to the City Hospital, A
woman who was ill in bed with typhold
fever was taken to the City Hospltal
EXPLOSION OF WHISKY
SI'READ FIRE ACROSS STREET,.

At 3 o'clock o tremondous explosion of
about 150 bharrela of whisky, stoted in the
upper floors of M4 Hanover street, hurled
tons of burning matter across the stroet
on the roofs of the bulldings opposite,
which the firemen were drenching with
water in o vain hope to make Hanover
sireet the castern boundary line of the
conflagration,

The flames quiversd for a few moments
under the water, but seon ate Into the
bulldings on. the east side.

Two truck wagons caught fire and were
consumed, and an engine was burled by a
falling wall, the flremen fieeing for thelr
lives.

WITHIN HALF AN HOLR
DOZEN BULILDINGS BLAZIYG.

In the meantime, the fire had complete-
Iy destroyed the blocks bounded by Sharp,
Baliimore, Liberty, Lombard and Hanover
=treets, in the very heart of the business
section of Baltimore, and the flimes were
still spreading with fearful rapidity. In
half an hour after the first explosion a
dozen big wholesale houses were buroing
fleTeely.

The entire nl}' Fire Department was
called, but was utierly powerless 1o check
the gpread of the flames, which were aide
od by high winds, and by noon there were
savage flree in at-least thirty big ware-
houses, and the conflagraticn was steadi-
ly ealing its way into successive bincks
east, north, wesl and south.

Bullding -after bullding f=ll a prey to
the flames, and apparently there was no
check to the onward sweep of destruction.

Un Baltimore streel, the block between
Liherty and Bharp was soon ablaze: then
came the next block enst to Hanover,
and after thiat the binck on the south side
to Charles street broke out into flames,
the Consolidated Gas Company's bullding
and Oehm's Acme burning flercely,

AMeanwhile there were stores north of

gthe face of the roaring furnaces which |

) with livid sheets of sparks and lurid ein-

Mullins Hotel: Burgunder Bros., clothing; -
AMapas & Kemper, manufacturers of con-
fectioners’ tools: Lewls, Lowery & Co,,
dry goods; Thy Goods Exchange; 8 Nue-
turger & Bro. dry goonds; A Sauber,
clothing: A. % Meyver & (Y., Jruggisis;
Carrollton Chemical Company; William T.
Dixon & Bro., wholesale paper: Hurger &
Cn., whelesale clothing; Blank2's saloon;
Thomas Burke & Co., liquors: James A. |
Gary & Sone (cotton mills), office; Charles
Burger & ("0., wholesale clothing: Amer-
fean Cigar Company: M. Anderson, local
agent of the Cluett-Peabody Company;
John Huret & Co, dry grods; 8. Hecht,
Jr., & Co., carpels; Danfel Miller & Sons,
dry goods; Gllgs, Curean & Co., boots and
shoes; Nolan's restaurant: . Y, David-
fon, gas fitting establishiment: E. Schileu-
nes & Co.. cloth dealer=: Oppenheimer,
Koshland & ("o.. wholesale jewelers; W.
Katzen & Co.. clothing: A. Federlelcht &
o, woolen goods; C. J. Stewart & Sons,
hardware: ('Connell & Banknon, restau-
rant; bullding occupied by the National
Exchpnge Bank and the Merchants' and
Manufacturers' Assneiation; Hopklins Sav-
ing= Bank; bhullding u-r'rupi--i hy Thornton,
Rogers & ("o, printers; Carr, Owens & l
Helneman and Blanke's suloon: Ambach
Bros., clothing manufacturers; Conrad
Zeal's Son, trunk manufacturer: bhullding
oecupled by Siiberman & Todes, dry goods,
Thalheimer Broa, dry goads, and the
Florence W, MeCarthy Company; Fussel-
haugh-Blake Company, wall paper; Rasch
& Garnor, window shades: R. Jandorf &
0., bootg and shoes; James Robertson
Manufacturing Company, metals; Peter
Kose & BSons, harness and saddlery; B
Kohn, notlons: N. Pretzfelder, boots and
shoes: John Murphy Company, publishers:
Baltimere News Company, booksellers;
the Cushing Company, hooksellers; J. S
MacDonatd & (o, fewelers; the Goodyear
Hubber Compeny; Likes, Derwanger &
0., clothlers; the “’1-15!#\[-]:_ Company,
fewelers; the Consalldnt Gias Company
office budlding: Oehms Aeme Hall, cloth-
fers: the W. G. C. Dulany Company; Huy-
ler's confectionery; Wm. Knabe Plano
Company; Samuel Hunt Sons, leather,
goods; the James R. Armizer Company.
jewelers; the Deé Brau Hat Company;
Kranz-Smith Piano Company: F. W. Me-
Allister & Co., optlcians; Bryant & Strat-
ton Business College; R. Lartz & Sons,
planos; Imwold & Co,, furniture; Granger
& Co.. tobacconists,

FIRE-FIGHTING FORUES RECAME
HELPLIESS ABOLT NIGHTFALL,

Since about 6§ o'clock. when darkness
came, the Fire Department. although ald-
ed by engines from Washington, Philadel-
phia, Wilmilngion and the surrounding
suburbs, has been utterly powerless to
make any effective resistznce to the con-
suming element, though for hours, as
many us #n w!reame of water were thrown
into the flames.

Indeed. so torrific has heen the heat
over since the fire started and =o dense
and suffocnting the volume of fiying
sparks and burning cinders that it was
difficult for the firemen to stand long
within nghting distance of the* lames,
while early in the afternoon several
trucks and engines were hopelessly  dis-
abled by timbers.

At 7 o'clock the situation was =0 des-
perate that Chief Horton decided that the
anly thing left to do wa2 to dynamite
buildings at threatened points, and thus
prevent, as far as possible, a further
spread of the flames. [n pirsuance of this
plan, a number of bulldings on South
Charles street, between Gorman and Lom-
bard, were blown up. Subsequently, the
splendid structure of J. W, Putts & Co,,
notion denlers, at Charles and Fayetie
streets, was dynamited, and then the
Daliy Record bullding, Ro=s drug store
and others,

This heroic remedy merely delayed, but
did not seriously impede, the onward
march of the conflagration, and for two
hours or more the Fire Departmest was
practically helplesa and resourceless in

sent their fierce tongues 200 feet into the’
air and which filled the heavens, flrst 'with
a4 pall of black funereal smake, and then

«ders,
MASSIVE STRUCTURES DID
‘NCT STAY THE FIERY TIDE.

Following the rapld destruction of (he
patatial commercial bulldings n  the
w holesale district, the cyclone of roaring
flames burst Into Baltimore street, lick-
ing. within a few minutes, the seven-
story Mulline Hotel like an Insatiate
mmonster and rapidiy rolled with Irresisti-
bla force both eastward and westward,
ciriing down wholesale and retall houses,
2ctories, shops, jewelry stores, fur-

there |

and |

30 o !l\'\'l.. i
.\fUr.mh 5 1

street the Stanley & Drown |

several |

streete. amd of the
posite, were compelled 1o vacate by ihe
rushing finmes. as were the ¢ panls

i'-l‘ rhe Calvert and Bguitable struciares,
two of the most massive office
in Baltimore,

Diown Baltdmors street a
Vof ing. crackling flames =wopl,

auming everyihing o [1s course,
reaching the FEvening News bullding, !'-m

which the empinyes hod to hastijy fe2,
Cthough not unbid valuyable recopds had
heen remeved.

Shortly therr
| Company’s fou
{ fire. A Block b
pajy
sparks and burning =plinters and the em-
pluyes were ordered out.

The financial district, including banking
and brokerage firme on South and German
sireets. seems (0 be now  doomed, and
srares of the ot¥'s leading financiers amd

BPE

ern-story bhullding took

buringéss men are sourrving In and ont of !

| their offfcis bearing prckages or |J! weing
| valuables jn conveyances,

' Durinzg all these hours the pyrotechnle
fdiwlh has been magnificent and imposing
beyond the power of painter to depict.

At this hour vast columns of seething
I‘hm- are shooting skyward at
points of the «
{ 15 one vax: prismetic ocean of galden and
| silver hued sparks Greant multitcdes af

peaple line the streets, awe-struck with

the punorap a which s being enoacted be-
| fure their oves

At thizs hour b=

yond contral.and all cecupants of hulldings

'n the center of the cl*y arc rapldly mov-

ing their valunhles.

CITY HOSPITAL HURRIEDLY
I REVMOYES ITS PATIENTS,

The City Hospltal. enmer Calvert and
: Pleazant streets, 185 removing ta other hos-
pitals as rap‘dl) as pessible the twenty-
four patieas In that institution,

Seventeen injured were breught to this
hospital, mozt of them firemen, They
were suffering from burng, scalds or lac-
eratlons

Nearly every phy=sician In the-elty Is5 In
| the fire district. 8o far as known at this
hour no nne has been killed,

FIRE SPREADING OI'T
IN HESIDEXCE DISTRICT.

Fortunately. thus far the conflagration
hus pot reached the resldence portion of
the city, but fires are breaking out in East
Haltimore, und the indicatlons are that
the res'dsrce streets are doomed.

Indication® are that not a single mern-
ing rewspaper will be able tn get out an
Issye to-morrow morning. with the possi-
ble exception of the Sun, which has an
uuailiary plant. There zre five morning
paApere here—three English and wo Geor-
mui.

The Baltimore and Ohlo road office
bullding has been destroved, as has also
the Maryland Institute of Art bullding.
At 11:45 o'clock the temporary Custom-
house. adjoining the Post Office, caught
fire.

One hundred and fifty policerien from

Philadeiphia wrrived here 1o assist the
Baltimore pollce and milltary.

BALTIMORE SUN STAFF
HURRIES TO WASHINGTON
TO ISSUE FROM STAR.

f" vh

the fire = albsalutely

é

Washington, -.—I-"nrr‘-’rl from
maved to Washington at midnight and
will be issusd in the morning from the
preeses of the Washington Star, Early in
the evening, when the flames showed that
the Baltimore Sun bullding was doomea
arrangements were hastily made by teje-
phone with Mr. Rulolph Kauffman, man-
aging editor of the Washington Star, for
the use of that paper's presses, Hnotype
m—u hines and offices fr_lr the publication
the Sun.

[r was hoped that the Sun bullding in
Baltimore might be saved, and even at 11
o'clock, when a speclal traln was made to
bring editors. copyreaders and reporters,
to gay =ay norhing of printers, stereotypers
and pressmen, to Washington, It was still
hoped that it might he possible to publish
a peper In Baltimore.

As carriages containing the staff dashed
up to the Evening Star building from. (he
ralirond they wera greeted wich cheers
from a Iarge crowd which had assembled
At the doors of the office. The editors,
with large bundles of “copy.” hurried
inslde. and the whole staff was sonn husy
at desks and typewriters

NEW YORK CITY HAS
SEVEN ENGINES READY
TO SEND TO BALTIMORE.

New York, Feb, S~Fire (hief Kruger
announced soon after 2 n'clock that as
koon as the B. & O, Road had a train all
ready 1o start in Jersey Clty he wouid
sand seven engines over that road. Dat-
tallon Chief How took charge of them.

GREAT BUILDINGS THAT
WERE ENGULFED IN FIRE.

Washington. Filh R—l" a. mi—In addi-
tlon to the list af buildine=s burned and
carried in the esrly Associated Press re-
poris, the rn1_lnw|ng huildings are report-
ed destroyed;
Continental Trust Company.
Ezultable,
Calvert.
Bank of Baltimore.
International Trust Company.
Carrollton Hotel

Junker's Hotel.

8t. Paul's Hotel; dynamlited.
Chesapeake and Polcmae Telephone
Comnany.

Maryland Trust Company.

Alexander Hrown Banking Company.
At 2 o'elock thi= morning a report was
received that both of the Sun bulldings
amil the American, directly across the
street, had heen -ls‘namlll‘d

HALF MILLION IN CASH IN
VAULTS OF BURNED BANKS.

Baitimore. Feb, 7.—The amount of cash
on hand in two of the banks which were
destroved--the Natlonal Exchange and the
Hotum- Place Savings Bank—tccording

elr last, annual report. was as fol-
lows: Hopklux Place Bank, SI7015.31;
Natichal Exchange. 261000

The deposils In tha mm acpording 10
their statements: we Nastonal Fx-
change Banl:: tﬁ?ﬂﬂ
Savinges Ban : R

This money was probably =afely placed
in the bank vauglts, and may he (-ntirel'y
saved. or. at Jeast, saved in such a cond!
tiogy that It cambe redeemed by the Treas-
ury leparimen

"t!ulilei'-s Hotel was one of tha finest
bulldinge in Baltimore street.

Muny thousands of people are thrown
out of employment and It will he months,
vears, befors Baltimore recovers
from the blow

The losses to the Insurance companies
are enormois, but In many instances they

Particularly is this true with some of the

niture emporiums and restaurants. |
At Charles street, the remorseless tide

stores, which had just tten
2? heavy stocks of spring mﬁ

|
|

Paul |
Record building, op- ¢

buitdings |

paralle] wave |

fier the Continental Trust |

Iow the American news- |
T bullling was enveloped in clouds of |

varving |
compuss and the firmament |

ita |
bullding by the flames the Baltimore Sun |
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will not cover the losses to the merchants. ¥
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WHICH WAS ENTIRELY DESTROYED.
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0
GREAT CHICAGO FIRE LOSS, $190,000.000

Feh, 7.—The tertitory urned by the Chicago
1571 amonnted to 2100 aeres, involving a
R (R

*oredere

f over "‘
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