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this is particularly so
the case of children In sav:
however, whle 1t
may have more time for play
excessively hand, and cruclty
extent, oither by reason
as in the the bouns
the child-widows of India
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Talking of chld-widows, would 1t Ixe believed

acconding 1o a récent census of In t of thirty-
cight million girls under the age of 1 n, twenty-fou
milli are widows, of whom seventy-cight thousand

are under nine years of age?

Miss Clark, a woman missionary, wnting fromn the
Jagraon district of India, said: * Ignorance among the
mothers is terrible, They asked me if it
to strangle their girl hala

Indian children are expected to care for and «driv
the dogs, cut logs in the forest and haul them home,
Their

trapping fur-

wias wrong

afterward splitting them into stove-wood
time is alse pretty fully occupied in
bearing animals, helping with fish traps and nets
sailing boats and paddling birch canoes. Thar
Little sisters cook, sew and embroider,  They also
cut and dry fish and tan skins

Among savage races it may be accepted as a
broad fact that only the strongest children are
permitted to grow up: and these do contrive to
have a good time in life. Having no school to
attend. and being racially opposed to all work,
they turn naturally to devising what seems o
us curious sports and games—pastimes entirely
unknown in civilized countries —if it s only run-
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ren of the Wild at Play

=L< ir nwy iw -{I :IT 'E'-.' 'II‘?' 1
iles. both natural and th mnese chars r
1 children are in their word Jadle oty
the fairs whach are held by therr elder 1. however, i I F
temples. when a few “cash’™ are tt
for fruit amd candy. A f
“cash.” by the way, is I
less than one- two hittle mirls
tenth of a cent s names  transhte meant
The chil- Little Plam* and “ Cedar
dren’s 'R-% .'»!:Inl ‘TE'L:}-f eagesiv were thev
great 2 OKngE  lorwand i the
fun great ““Feast Dolls "
\ which - 2 year
. on the f March
It eatest day
of the r for the
W lit girls. Of

N =
\ course, the boys
\ don’t eare much
\ about it because

their fireat il.’;_\"
vn as the
cast of
F{;lgn_" comes
in May.
On the eve of
the great
feast, Little
Plum and
Cedar washed
all the ink off
their hands,

kr

hung up their
copybooks and
put aside their
ink-stones  with

more than custom-
arv satisfaction.
And the two sisters
were soom in bed
with their heads on
the funny hLittle pil-
lows made of pieces
of wood with cush-
NS on 1-11—-

The moment they
were  asleep  their
mothers began to
prepare the toys and dolls. together
with the dolls® dinner and tea services,
Next morning Little Plum and Cedar
fuickly dressed in their best red crepe
and figured silk, but could not cat
much breakfast, so great was their
anxicty to see the dolls.

Indian
Child and
Her Playhouse

Alashan Schoolbors Shooting for Sugar at Anvilh

ning races up cocoanut trees as the
Gikuki Afocan boys doing

House-building as a pastime among children appears
to be universal. Even in the cannibal villages of
central Africa you will sce the children building tiny
huts of “"wattle and dauh’™ which are faithfual Tepro-
ductions on a small scale of the houses that they were
born and bred in

The *“wattle” is simply a kind of wicker-work, and
the "daub” the stuff wheréwith the chinks
stopped.  This most curious of mortars is made from
the earth of the ant-heaps; and with this primitive
material the children in the villages of the great lakes
construct whale villages of tiny huts.

The Papuan child of New Guinea naturally con-
structs her doll’s house on piles, or stilts, in the water,
reproducing faithiully the wonderful pile-built village
of Port Moresby in the British section of the great
island continent.

Again, the Eskimo child will construct
snow plastered around small whale bones; and of
wurse the Indian child will construct the tepee of
ber ancestors as the only nightful and legitimate place
of repose for her dolls

One great game of central African ¢hildren is to
suspend a plantain or other fruit or vegetable from a
branch by means of some strong creeping plant. At
this mark they will then throw spears with wonderful
skill—much as the children do in their mimic
borees among the aboriginal tribes of central Aus-
tralia. The little black fellows of Australia, however,

We may see

15 are

iglons of

-

suspend a small ring as a mark instead of a vegetahble.

All savage children, too, seem to have an in
Jove of drawing; and they will reproduce crude and
comic pictures on the interior bark walls of the houses,

™

Would it be believed that they had
aver i hunidred of them? For Japan
is above all other nations the country
And they seem to be handed
feneration to peneration

of dolls.
down from
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in China the
fire-cracker, whichat

the time of the Chi- Certainly some of Little Plum”

nese New Year makes LW contur b

the diav a time of mikad and s

wearisome unrest LV ar LN

and the night hide- gentlemen of the «

ous Fhen again, and girl he

kite-flving is univer- Then there were all kinds of fur-
gal n China and niture for these grandees, together

th traveling boxes and trunks of
sandal-wood and camphor-wod

Bovs the worlid over naturally ture to
warlike and games, and more
particulariy practive with the bow and

probably originated
there The
comic thing is that a
small boy may be
flving one kite, and

most

speorts

his grandfather. a arrow. Awav upin the wilds of Alas

patriarch of ninety, there is a mission stati illed Any

gravely flying an- where there is a choaol for

other by his side Eskimo boys and rl
The Chinese bovs, ances of the

and also his bhreth- people are du

ren of Siam and the as strange, surel

states of Indo-China, ing of walms

also has his fighting other good f

crickets, big fellows The schoal 1]

several inches long. nvik is m m

To the long leg shooting cot ' E 1

of ecach combatant bovs choose little s 1

a string is tied by its the dav i ey when t

owner. The insects Gihuli Boys Climbing a moent knight | the eves of his mis

fight to the death.” Cocoanut Tree tress upon hin 1 wor b

as do the gold fish. COMMMENCes it r O
Chinese children appear to be born gamblers, sad to  with an aim mo g event of

stccess, the
comes ministering unto ! ith—

say; they will gamble with “cash™ morning, noon and
night; and among their sisters dolls are practically is




