THE TIP AND THE BRIBE

Graft Connects the Two and
Forms a Burden and a Menace
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is the natural result.
Serious as the accusa-
tion may seem, the wniter
believes that the miscel-
Lineous and lavish tip-
pang habit of this country
= largely respomnsible for
the public toleration of
Lritery amd graft.  In-
ded, on more than one
oovasion he has heard it
argued that bnbery, with-
in  certain limitations,
s periectly legitimate.
“Why shoulint a cor-
poratiom pay an  alder-
man for what he does
for it in the Council?”
s the wav 1t s 'ol:l.
In etect: Why shouldn't
alderman tipgesl, just Bke a  waiter?
ethual impropnety  (to put it mildly) is
Temt, The aldorman, of course, is paid by
the l‘il_\‘ for his wwrk in the Counail: bt
<o is the waater paid by his emplover for his work
in the restaurant.  There 1= a divterence, but the
maze of tups conceals 1t from the view of many
peoples they simply hold that every man should
pay, and that it is entinddy proper to accept payment
froen amvone who wall pav,

For the puarjese of illustration, to show how the
thing naturally works out, let us take an individual
sav, of the water.  The tip to lim 15 a come-
paratively small matter, the purpese of which s
to wamn & little more of his attention than we mntht
hove othervse,  There are many little attentions
the waiter can give that will aid digestion by making
the dinner more enjovalde; there are also
thines that a watter mav do of which his employer
rurht mot approve, amd he is r]l-i-mnl tor elor those
things for the man who tips him liberallv, In a
Irwesely comdncted restavrant a man who gives tips
regulariy owill get hirtle extras that do not appear
on the check that he pays the cashier. Restaurant
propactors have leen known to kee money on the
patrongte of men particularly favored by waiters
There You have bobery on a small scale —or 15 1t
graft?
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aiter is a voter.  Is it likely that he is going
ton T much worres] of his alderman or his legislator
s acetsod of eapoevting tips for what he does? s
v Bwe sernossly shockesd 1f hes alderman or
tor disinmmates against those who are
meraniiv in the gquestion of “pratuittes™? Why,
1t 15 the most natural thing in the waorld 1o hen
that a tip shonkl be exacted for anvihing that
another desires Jdime,  Remember toss, that thes s
a wholesale suligpect. The waiter in question 1s not
alone: there are other warters and other emplovee:
thonsamnds of them—who are receiving the same
kind of a tip education, and it ereates a pernicions
putdie sentiment. It 1s in the efect on the many
that the menace les,

The waiter o this democratic country properiy
may aspire to pohitical preference.  Let us suppeese
he gets mnto pul e hife thnmgh the shen's's oftioe,
Pevommng a depaty. The deputv-sheni'? 15 no worse
than others with erual opportunities, and the oon-
dhtvns oonld be illuwstrated in almest any other
Tranch of the putiic service: but Chicago has had
a recent exposure of attairs in the shent's office that
Pnngs 1t a hrile closer 1o the pubidu The waiter
fnds the tip svstem already installed there, but 1t
s now known as graft

Nevertheless, 1t s precisely the same svstem with
which he 15 famihar. 11 papers are 1o be serveld,
Fe expects a 1 if he fatls to get the tip, he is
dilatory abvout the service.  He dhscovers that cer-
tamm Lawvers fee Tiber and certamm others do not |
and 11 naturally that he has has
patrons, just s he had i the restuurant,.  He has

11
winwe Said o

HYou Tip the
Alderman o
Get His Influ-
ence, It s

a Bribe

been educatad to the tip method of deing business,
and so have his patrons.  Possibly in some n-
stances they are precisely the samie men who tipped
him in the restaurant: and he s just as willing to
strain a point 1o oblige them., Some day one of
the lbwral fellows comes along and asks him to
strain the point - to overlwok something that he
shemld neot overbmk, or to do something that he
should not do. The lawyer’s tip is unusually lib-
eral: the Liwver’s continued favor 1s worth much;
the lawyver assures him that no trouble can come
of it.  The deputy earns his graft —or is it a bribe?

Any man having conssderable business  with
minor ofhvials or emplovees of the state, county or
municipahity has learnesd the valoe of the tip in
expoeditmg business,  Many lawvers invest in the
favor of these people, and sometimes the favors they
sevure resuit in scandals. The majority of these
tips are not for improper services, but only to se-
cure that which the liwyer has a perfect right to
demamnd. Nevertheless, they serve to clowd the
perception of right and wrong, amd in time the
emplovee gets the ddea that ns allegiance poes with
the tip rather than with the salary.  Then it be-
comes easy for him to forget his duty when he is
asked to do a faver, Conrt papers have disap-
peans]l my<terionsly in Chicago at a time when ther
disaprwearance would be most advantageous to
some hberal fellow, and have reappearad at a later
date in the same mysterions way.,  Sonee man was
put to serions inconvenience (to say  the least)
and another profited therehoy,
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privileges that are denied 1o others, and these pavi-
leges are often improper ones.  When they are not

propeer, they are sevured at the expense of others,

d this in 1tselfl has a tendency to obscure the
dividing hine between the tip and the bnbe.

The watter who became a deputy passes easily
over the line, and Lepins to aspire to larger tips,
Among other things, he has cheatod his c-m;-lu_\'er,
the coumty, of a goend deal of s time in order to
b of political service to some boss, and now he is
rewarded with an aldermame nommnation.  And he
is elevtel Remember, piease, that this man has
beem in the hatat of bemg tipped for practically
evervthing he dins.  He always has drawn a salary
or wages for the work he was emploved to do; but
(tor put it plamnly) he always has been briled to do
this work satisfactonily 1o the briter. At first,
this also meant that 1 should be done satisfactonly .
tes his emplover: but that tniling detail has been lost
somewhere 1 the maze of graft.

His consideration now is for the man who tips
him, as lmg as the latter demands nothing that
will seriousdy  jeopardize his pobtical interests.
Certain things for his constituents he must do with-
out expentation of cash. astde from that. he may
do as he pleases Most of s constituents are m
the halat of accepting tips themselves and certam
others alwavs gmive them That he should accept
a tip from a corporation is not gomg o worry them




