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twelve active remedies, reaching alBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH til his death professor of surgery in the
Albany Medical college, and the most

because th y lead the public mind to
form a lower tstlmate of tne honor and

who closed their minds to the truth of
scientific observation, air.d refused to

niltter: but he Improves the opportun-
ity to disabuse the professional and
public mind of the prevalent delusion
that the chlorides of lime and soda are
In any sense disinfectants though they

pages, with, thirty portraits, ,

local views engraved and was
In itself not a small undertaking for
one who could devote 1x it hist entire
time; but wihn wa consider tha very
extended recearch required to trace out
the natives of Waterbury who had re-
moved to other states, we can form per-
haps a just estimate of the relative
magnitude of the labor expemtted uponl
even so small a work, carried on as itj
was under the pressure of public du-

ties, as well as of professional and oth-
er literary labor.

That this arduous work wus contin-
ued under very discouraging circum-
stances, while H daily grew upon his
hands, was evident to those near
enough to observe; and they could but
admire and wonder at the counag and
perseverance with which, under so

most a cubic measure lin length, but of
the extent of Its range and of its d
structlve force no report has ever been
made

These were the golden days of faith in
drugs, when polypharmacy wa in t'he
extreme of fashion, and the dispensing
of medicines was a most profitable vo
cation. Most men in those early days
were too Illiterate and unable to escaipe
from the grinding pressure of the laws
of necessity long enough' to acquire
scientific education; and those supposed
to be capable of Imparting such knowl
edge were few, and being mostly to the
largest cities, they were inaccessible.
and had! themselves become only par
tially emancipated from the hraldom
oi raise science, upon- wmcn no procesn- -
es of correct reasoning could be based
so that we ca.nuot wonder If men, Igno
rant of the great facts of human and
comparative anatomy and piiysloltogy
established by the Almighty, were for
many generations unable to comipre-
hend that other and greater fact, that
under the unobstructed operations of
the laws of nature, him creatures, should
be enabled In most cases to throw off
the diseases of which t'hey had become
the vlotHms, through their Ignorance of
those laws.

Nor is It Surprising! 'if, in, the early
days of darkness which have not yet
entirely disappeared, the majority of
medical men could not be convinced
that a very large proportltoni of diseases--
for the cure of which they were dally
prescribing a multitude of very active
and disturbing drags, were 1n point of
fact, and would, und'eir th
operation of natural laws, disappear of
themselves if the doctors were not in
the way

Neither were the people prepared to
receive or to tolerate ruch a doctrine
and I am sorry to add that, even im tha
present generatlton, such Is the degTee
of popular apathy or want of informa.
tion that comparatively only a few
among the most enlightened people
anywhere are able to appreciate the
vast difference there Is between' being
cured and getting well.

Arriving at his home early in the
spring of 1840, he reported 'hlmiSelif to be
in excellent health, and almost ImmedJ
ately resumed his daily routtiie! of pro
fessional work.

With his remarkable powers of mind
strengthened and heightened by his In
timate acquaintance with books, aind
enriched by the experiences of foreign
travel; and with a professional judg
ment ma tured In that best of all schools,
ten years of country practice, supple-
mented by clln'fcail study In European!
hospitals, aind at the bedside, we ca.n
understand how eminently qualified he
now was to assume the responsibilities
of a public teacher of medicine.

As goon as be was fitted to fulfill these
duties the place awaited his acceptance;
amd ln',1842 his election as professor of
Materia Medlca amd Therapeutliics, in
the faculty of has Alma Mater, was
hailed with great satisfaction, by the
medical profession In this and the ad
joining states. His acceptance of the
election,, however, rendered it necessary
for him to remove his residence to this
olty, where he made no effort to gain
patients, Duit devoted' himself wholly to
his college work for ten years consecu
tively, when- he resigned his professor-
ship. Responding to repeated calls to
resume his college duties, from time to
time, he contlnued.to Instruct his class
es until 1860, when his health again fail
ing him, he spent the winter of 1859-6- 0

in Barbadoes.
As a public teacher of medicine, Dr.

Bronson was eminently successful In
the work of Interesting young men and
aiding tljem to acquire as full knowl-
edge of the dry details of his depart-
ment of Materia Medlca and Thera-
peutics as theyi were able to retain
His lectures were mostly written and
were read slowly in a clear, distinct
voice, and in an impressive, deliberate
manner, and they were listened to with
close attention. He also gave to his
classes occasional lectures upon topics
outside of his regular courses. They
were almost unequalled In interest and
instruction, particularly if he chose for
his topic some one of the great funda-
mental principles of medical science.
He was then at his best and showed
the highest qualities of a great teach
er; he needed the stimulus of a great
subject to bring out the full exercise of
his powers. Many men, however, may
have excelled hlmi as a teaoher of the
elementary facts of science. But as a
writer upon medical topics he was very
attractive. The society Is familiar with
the admirable and forcible style of his
writing in the many papers he has read
before it.

Dr. Bronson inherited many of the
strong points of his intellectual charac-
ter from his father; and so generally
was this fact recognized by those
among whom each of these remarkable
men was well known that it has often
been said that a sketch that would! do
Justice to the father would be recog
nized' as amplyi suftlalent for the son.
But la this estimate of the mental qual
ities of our friend, those who knew him
well are unwilling to ooncur. While it
was undoubtedly true that in the natu-
ral elements of his character, as; well as
in the structure of his moral and Intel
lectual faculties he greatly resembled
his father, having similar tastes, and
upon many questions arriving at simi-
lar conclusions from the same points of
view, and dn- some Instances drawing
the same conclusions by the same
course of Instantaneous, or intuitive
logical deduction, and to a degree cher
ishing the same excellent opinions of
his own infallibility of Judgment, to
which he had much better reason than
most meni to lay claim ; certain It is that
his powers of perception and analysis
were more subtle and acute, and he
possessed- In a greater degree those
mental traits amd that siplrit of devo-
tion to a definite purpose, and end,
which enabled him to pursue successful
ly the lines of historical inquiry marked
out by his father, affecting more or less
closely large numbers of families, com-
posing one of the wealthiest of the wlde- -
ispreading industrial centers of our
state. He was by nature a historian;
and any one led by motives of curiosity.

of personal interest to examine criti-
cally the recorded history1 of Water
bury will, I think, be surprised by the
evidences of the laborious personal1 in
vestigations to ascertain necessary
facts, and so far as was possible by per
sistent efforts, to gather them personal

and from the original records.
To say nothing of the gathering of

historical facte, the labor of acquiring
the traditions of a countryside through
half a dozen populous mainufacturliiE'
towns, and the preparation for the
press of the biographical sketches of a
large number of business men, was
great and exhausting when added to
the already heavy burdens of a busy
physician. The historyi of Waterbury
forms a, compact volume of six, tawdred,

ability of the profession at large than It
deserves.

Dr. Branson held for many years
tlx-.-i- opinions, based upon' facts that
had come within his own knowledge;
and he was accustomed to say that
"Men die, but Institutions, live! Men
die and their histories may die with
them. Institutions live! and their rec-

ords never die, but, good or" bad, they
live forever!"

Thus, In the earliest periods of his
professional life, as well as on alt suita-
ble orcadianm later, he earnestly con-
tended for the prevalence of honest
methods of admllsvion to the ranks of
the profession, and urged that exami-
nations for degrees should be of such a
character, and so conducted, that a di-

ploma in medicine would pass current
everywhere as a safe' public guarantee
that Its possessor had! been well in-

structed, and was reasonably well qual-
ified to take into his hands "the care of
the public health."

The year 1832 was distinguished by
the most disastrous historical event
that has characterized any of the years
of this century, with the exception of
the years of our civil war; for it was 'lrt

the early summer of that year that our
continent was first vlsit-e- by Asiatic
cholera.

The pestilence was brought to bur
shores from Dublin by an emigrant
ship arriving a t Quebec, having lost on
the paetfiage some forty persons by the
disease. The survivors made their way
to Montreal. As rapidly as the tidings
could be spread by the fleeing people,
the disease itself was carried along all
lines of communication, until in every
habitation, from the palaces of the rich
to the hovels of the poor, the- angel of
death had3et his seal.

At Albany, such was the confidence
felt by her citizens in Dr. Bronson's pe-

culiar qualifications for the investiga-
tion at abstruse questions in medical
science, and such was the impression
he had made upon that critical com-rm-

rtlty, as a man of distinguished ability
that he was commissioned by several
prominent gentlemen, at whose hea
was the mayor, and' directed to proceed
to Montreal, and' other points lln Canad
Infected with the pestilence, and avail
lng himself of every opportunity to
study the natural history of the dlrv
ease its modes of propagation Its
treatment In the north, together with
Its results, and to report to the commit
tee also, such hygienic measures as h
would recommend an reliable preven.
tlves.

Inspired by a profound sense of hi
moral obligations to God, and to his fel
low-me- n, he promptly accepted this
call to duty; and bidding farewell, to
his young wife.', and to all he held dear,
he took his life In Wis hand ami hast
ened to the death-stricke- n city tihat b
might gather there new knowledge of
an unknown and deadly pestilence for
the benefit of hi race.

I quote of the Montreal papers of the
day of his1 arrival there, "that the brig
Carrlcks, Hudson, master, arrived at
Quebec from Dublin on the 9th, having
lost during her voyage forty-tw- o per
sons of a mysterious disease which af
ter due Investigation had been pro
nounced to be Asiatic cholera" and th
disease Is now officially reported as ex
Istlng In Quebec, where fifteen cases
were reported on the 9th, and several
deaths.

Dr. Bronson's first letter announcing
his arrival was short, and was dated
Montreal, June 21st, he says, "I hav
now only time to say that I arrived
here this morning. Such a scene of
desolation as this city exhibits I never
witnessed. Business Is entirely bus
pended; the stores are closed and the
streets deserted. Although this is
holyday with the Catholics, scarcely
human face Is to be seen abroad.

The mortality In Montreal by the
present disease is unexampled even in
the history of the epidemic cholera. The
number of cases officially reported
about 3,000, and the number of deaths
at about 800." "Many of the physi
cians, owiivg to sickness and excessive
overwork, did not report at all on some
of the most fatal days. Besides
great many have died whom no physi
cian ever saw. The disease Is now a'i
dently declining. But few cases have
occurred within the last twelve hcrurs,

Within the last forty-eig- ht hours.
however, a much greater proportion of
those attacked have been of the higher
orders and those of temperate and reg
ular habits. Some very valuable lives
were lost last night ! gm
now about to visit the emigrants' hos
pltal where numbers lie 111 of the worst
form of the epidemic." This short let-
ter will afford some Idea of the actual
conditions In such a crowded city as
Montreal under the Invasion of univer
sal pestilence. During the prevalence
of the epidemic and its progress
through our continent, the important
fact was observed that the Inmates of
prisons In this country and in Europe,
who were absolutely cut off from con
tact with the outside world, were en
tlrely exempt from the disease.

I was myself old enough to remember
the fact that so fuljy was the condi
tion of isolation accepted as the only
preventive means possible against the
cholera Infection that in many Instances
men of the highest intelligence stood
on guard over their domains, prepared
to fire upon all intruders; while pla
cards and watch dogs served as addi
tional defences. But in the.lr own fam
illes no deviation from the accustomed
ules of .diet, including the use of fresh

fruits and vegetables from their own
gardens, was permitted. For those
who lived sensibly no change in diet or
regimen was advised.

The skeptical mind of our philosoph
ic friend refused to receive as facts,
the unsupported statements of the
crowd of observers who pressed for
ward, each with his bundle of facts, of
fering to prove that Asiatic cholera
was not a contagious disease, but was
only a flux common In the summer
months, but void of all danger If check
ed in its early stage by some anodyne
astringent nostrum. But another ar- -
ay of real facts, presented by so com

petent an observer as Dr. Bronson,
bnushed away this defective reasoning
based upon falBe facts, and brought
the profession and the people face to
face with the all important truth that to
cholera was from the first moment a

efinite disease sul generis and not
merely a diarrhea, which, If neglected,
might become cholera it was commun
icable and therefore a contagious and
infective disease, that was conveyed
along the lines of public travel by per-
sons and their bag-gag- e was attended

strange symptoms never before
seen, ana terminated ratauy and pecu-
liarly in a few hours. I need not here

further into his statement of facts
and reasoning before the Albany com--

celebrated surgeon In that portion of
the state.

After his removal to Albany Dr.
Bronson occupied his leisure hours by
writing for the periodical press, arti-
cles ui)on a variety of topics more or
less scientific in their nature, but writ-
ten In a manner clearly indicating the
versatility of his talents; while every
production of hia pen attracted marked
attention and was regarded by the pub-
lic as an earnest of the good things that
might be expected from him.

As an illustration of his style of com-

position and method of reasoning at
this early period of his career, and to
show how these were admired by some
of the best men of the profession out-
side of his native state, I append some
notices by the medical press and ex-
tracts from letters by persons unknown
to him. Dr. C. C. Yates, at that time
an eminent physician of New York,
thus addresses him in October, 1832:
"I believe that I am indebted to your
politeness for a philosophic essay on
Medical Logic (or as the writer of the
letter has it, on "reasoning In medi-
cine."

This paper I have read with much at-
tention and improvement. Indeed, sir,
I confess myself much interested in its
perusal, and consequently I tender to
you my acknowledgements. If that
justice were rendered to your produc-
tion, which in my estimation it de
serves, it would place Its author far
above his compeers. I admired the lan-
guage and the spirit of your late let-

ters on the Cholera, although differing
from me In some practical views, but I
was not prepared to see so able a dis-

play of logical and argumentative pow-
ers as it manifested in this essay by one
so young, and of necessity so inexperi-
enced a candidate for medical fame.

I see In you the medical philosopher,
but the unpopular practitioner "Star-
tle not at my prediction!

It Is your creditable independence of
mind, of thought and of expression that
will probably subject you to the morti-
fication of being excelled by the mean,
the sycophantic and the Ignorant in the
acquisition of patients. '

Nothing but some fortunate turn of
circumstances, or an extensive family
connection will enable a person of your
standing to cope with folly and licensed
quackery. Your paper has been literal-
ly used up. I have lent it until it has
become dilapidated and obseurated. It
Is Illegible. I wish you would Oblige me
by information where I can procure
more copies. I want to send them both
to England and France. I received
from Boston your paper on disinfecting
agents, and have transmitted it to the
board of health of Savannah as part of
my reply to a letter addressed to me by
that body, asking for the best informa-
tion to guard against and treat the
cholera, should it appear among them."

Our highest authority in the medical
journalism of that day reviewed the
pamphlet in terms of high commenda-
tion, and thus quoted freely from its
pages: We have been favorde by l)r.
Henry Bronson, of Albany, with
small brochure on Medical Logic, of
which we presume he is the author. It
Is an able production marked by sound
reasoning, and is evidently the off
spring of a cultivated mind. It shoul
be as widely circulated as possible, be
ing calculated to lead the public to
surer appreciation of medical silence
and a more discriminating judgment of
professional capacity.

The following extract will exhibit th
object of the writer: "The conclusion
says the doctor, "to which we would
bring our remarks Is this. The only
safety for the public on this momen
tons subject Is to confine the practice of
physic to- men of truly enlightened and
philosophic minds. But this can never
be accomplished until the public at
large are made more strongly to feel
the multiplied and peculiar difficulties
attendant on medical inquiries.

It is from enlightened public opinion
alone that we can hope for the remova
of what is an enormous evil in thi
country the intrusion (the admission)

of Ignorant men of weak and unprin-
cipled minds into the medical profes.
sion. Public opinion ought to check the
facility with which degrees and licences
to practice are granted In some of our
medical Institutions."

American Journal of Medical Sci
ences, May, 1832, p. 270.

How often are men taken from
the plough or the anvil with only
the bare rudiments of an English edu
cation, and in two or three years turned
out upon society as the constituted
guaTdians of the public health.

Such men in most cases could not sus
tain themselves for an hour either in
the profession of divinity or of law
Their utter incapacity for philosophical
Investigation would be manifest to all
but, shielded by the mysteries of a pro
fession which the public eye cannot
penetrate, they, too, gain wealth and
influence by the grossest quackery and
Imposition. If our remarks In this art!
cle, he says in conclusion, shall lead
any of our readers to appreciate more
highly the amount of mental discipline
which ought to be demanded in medi
cal practitioners, our labors will be am
ply repaid.

These pungent but truthful lines were
written more than sixty years ago, in a
spirit of righteous indignation over the
existence of a monstrous evil which.
even in that early time overshadowed
all the colleges of New England, and
threatened to become inherent in our
entire system of medical education; nor
has this danger wholly ceased, nor is it
confined to medical colleges alone. I
need not add that I refer to the great
facility with which collegiate honors
are acquired.

The descriptive force of his language
was true then, and it ia true to-da- y in
numerous instances, tout not universal
ly; yet. history repeats Itself so often
that these peculiar crimes against civil
ization, committed as they have been,
without causing even a blush of shame,
or much less tne lmpeaonment or the
offenders, can neither be forgotten or
forgiven.

So long as politicians are able to
worm themselves into respectable and
honest college faculties, and to carry
with them the political caucus system,
with all which that implies, such things
will be repeated; and it ought not to be

matter for surprise, but for alarm, if
men without any medical education or
training have been able to purchase
outright for silver coin-- diplomas issued

the euphonious ritual still has it,
"pro autorlta-t- mihi commlssa," by
medical colleges claiming to be respec-
table; while recent events seemi to de-

monstrate that others- less scrupulous by
bestow diplomas for considerations,
that will not bear inspection, and for
reasons far less honorable to them go
selves, but more injurious' to the pufclicJ

welcome the light that was pervading
the world. But the question reaches
a magnitude and Importance entirely
too great for this occasion, though It af
fords us a glimpse of the natural scope
and grasp of his cultivated mind

The Albany letters of Dr. Bronson, of
which I now present you with rfnily the
first one of the series of six, were im

mediately given to the press, and were
copied by all newspapers on this contin-
ent, and In foreign lands. They con
stltuted the earliest and most complete
dissertation on the nature- and treat
ment of Asiatic cholera then in exist
ence, and written as it were', at the bed
side, they furnished a graphic account
of the unchecked march of the pesti
lene across the continent, studied and
reword-e- under the careful observation
of a most competent Investigator. His
views of the pathology and' proper
treatment of cholera were everywhere
approved and) adopted; and they gave
direction to medical practice through-
out the world, and In after years, they
were modified by the great advances
made In therapeutic knowledge1,

Unconsciously to- himself, as I believe,
the secondary, but more transient ef
fect of these letters war to cause the
name of- Henry Bronson to become fa
miliarly known to medical men wherev
er the pestilence gathered its victims;
and If these evouts had occurred lira the
present generation, and' if he had so
chosen, he certainly would ' have re
ceived, as he would have merited, the
highest civic and professional honors
tihs-- could properly have been conferred
upon him.

With his strong Individuality, and his
great force of character, and with his
exceptionally high qualifications for
maintaining an 'independent profession
al standing, It would only have been
natural If he had soon- tlredl of the sec
ondary position he wan them occupying.

However that may have been, it was
not long a.fter his return from Canada,
and his final report to the hon
ora.ble committee that, had sent him
abroad, before we find him, at t'he ur
gent solicitations of his father, and of
the leading citizens of his native town,
returned to Waterbury. Here he easily
held the foremost rank ns a medical
man of rare attainments, as he doubt

would have don'a any where, and be
gan at once a country practice, large
from the first, which rapidly became ex
tended over a very wide fields and soon
was counted aji by far the largest in
Connecticut, and' probably In New Eng
land.

During the closing days of that year,
1832. Dr. Bronson was? waited! upon, by a
commission of medical gentlemen from
Philadelphia, offering to him the fiat
terming proposal to become president of
the tending medical college there. The
proposition was entertained and! dis
cussed. But after a conference of the
most free and confidential nature, it
was mutually cone hided that the only
apparent obstacle to his prompt ac
oept-nnc- of the Invitation was his
youth. He had only then completed, his
twenty-eight- h year.

In the beginning of the year 1833 we
find our young friend engrossed with
the ardous labors of a. country doctor,
amiblttais to performi to the fullest ex
tent every duty that could properly be
required of him

His long rides on horseback, over the
hill oouirtry of inortherm and western
Connecticut, and over the line into Mas-
sachusetts, and up and down the Houe-atoni- c

valley, In the intense heats of
summer, amd the severity of the win
ter's cold, were at flrwt Invigorating to
his const! tu tio nl heal t'h

But. a.fter a few yeJars of siuch hard
and unremllttlng discipline, to
were added the peculiar anxieties and
wearisome details common to such a
life, his health begun to show sigins of
failure; and it wa with1 ronton feared
by his friends and himself tha t, like his
two brothers, erne of whom was a phy-
sician, he was in great; danger of fall
ing a victim) to that fell disease which
annually has claimed as Its own the
most promising youth of New England.
And we fel obliged to add to the influ
ence of ihls lnce?ant labors, and con
stant exposnres to great extremes of
temperature, the general, Impairment of
his health and the weakening of the
powers of resistance against disease,
caused by his experience at Montreal,
from which probably he never entirely
recovered.

In the autumn of 1839 lit bPcaime evi
dent to hlmiself and Wis friends that he
would be compelled temporarily to re
linquish his practice and seek reicupera,
Hon in a milder climate. He left New
York In November by a smalil sailing
vessel bound for the Mediterranean, and
after a long and uncomfortable voyaige
was landed In Genoa, very much im
proved In health. Spending the most
tryltog months of tha winter 1n Rome
and Naples, visiting more than once
such places of Interest as Pompeii and
Hercularteum ,he made the ascent of
Vesuvius, going up to the very rim of
the crater. His dally journal, kept for
the pleasure of hia family, Is exceeding
ly full and interesting In its connected
record of the usual series of incidental
experiences met with by tourists, and
indicates that 'he left behind him in It
aly nothing unvlsilted worthy of record-
ed notice. Taking pas-sag- by steamer
at Oivlta Vechla, he vilaitedraaid critical-
ly explored Marseilles and Lyons, and
passing slowly by diligence across
France to Paris, he foundi himself in
more congenial siurrwumdiings. Here he
begam again, his pedestrian excursions,
vlsiltlng and describing all the most
noted churches, monuments and looa-M-

t'ies in Paris, especially those of histor
ic interest. He visited here, as after-
ward in London,, th hotipitals. amd med
ical colleges and heard lecture some of
the most celebrated medical men in
each of these .capital dtltlesi vilsltimg
also libraries, museums and ploture gall-leri-

and theaters and his journal re
cords most Intelligent Judgments of
their relative value and Importance.

As am illustration of the chaotlo state
of the medilcail sciences In. the
last century, and even loiter, I may ven-
ture to say, without presuming to speak
with critical exactness, that the major or
ity of medical practitioners upon our
continent, in every period up toi the ea..r-l- y

years of the present century, have
been incapable, through tha absence of
education, of reasoning closely and log-

ically as to the causes and phenomena
of disease. While the entire population ly
were in accord with the doctors and
preferred to believe with them that dis-
eases could be cured only by blood-l- et

tingand by administering1 to the sick
powerful and vile combinations of vege- -

able and mineral poisons, designed to
shake to Its very center, as t'hey did,
every organ of the body.

Within five or six years I have seen
an elaborately written prescription of
this sort, directing the combination Pf'i

OF TUB LIFE ASD WRITIS9H TIIK
XAXJ1 FHOIf.HVliRr BHOHSON, M. J.

By lr. Stephen 6. Hulilmrd-R- md cf .re
the New Haven Colony HUturlcal Secio-t-

by Invitation by the Society. May
27, 1808. ,

Ihe life and character of Mm' in whose
Knemory we are now Assembled have
peculiar claims to honorable mention by
the wise and good In this community;
and particularly among his associates
Jn t'hls society, of which he was one of
the corporate members. He was
known as a quiet, unobtrusive gentle-
man of high character and distin-

guished attainments as a man otAevr
Words, but of direct and honest thought

and as an advocate of whatever he re-

garded as abstract truth.
He came to us In tha full development

of hiB Intellectual faculties, at a time
when be impressed all with whom he
came in contact as a man of rare pow
ers of observation of broad and liberal
views of public affairs as a close and
logical reasoner and a lover of equity,
Touching this community and the state
at so many points as he did, and leav-

ing upon every side the impress of a
noble character, the beneficial but un
conscious Influence of which etill re
mains an active living force, I can but
feel, Mr. President, that in accepting
your invitatlng I have assumed a diffi
cult but honorable and most pleasing
duty in attempting to speak fittingly
here of his great wisdom and of his
many virtues.

Only words of discriminating eulogy
will be appropriate to express my esti-
mate of such a character.

HENRY BRONSON
was born in Waterbury on the 30th of
June. 1804. He died in this city of the
accumulated infirmities of age on the
26th of November. 18S3. Like most of
the boys of New England of that day,
his early youth was spent in assisting
his father in the cares of the farm, and
Jn acquiring such an education as was
afforded him In the common district
school of the town, supplemented by tu-

ition at the Hopkins Grammar school
In this city. With these Blender oppor-
tunities of acquiring knowledge he de-

veloped a remarkable love for letters,
which continued through a long life,
and caused him during the earlier years
of his pupilage to expend for books all
of his available resources.

At the age of seventeen or eighteen
years, a period when most farmers'
sons, unable to endure the rigorous cl-
imate and the severity of discipline ad-

ministered to themi after which so few
lived to be quoted 'as examples of the
"survival of the fittest," he began to
shrink in form, and to deteriorate in
physical vigor. His health, never
strong, ibecame delicate, and the occu-

pations of the farm grew more and
jnore distasteful to him; so that, when
the time came that he must choose for
himself a calling for life, he fully rea-
lized that the ancestral acres had for
him no charms.

His father, Bennet Bronson, Yale 1797,

was a lawyer by profession in Water- -

Ibury, and was for many years a judge
of the county court; he was also a large
landed proprietor and a man of wealth
and Influence. Judge Bronson had al
ready sent two sons to Yale college.
both of whom died young, and it was
the desire of his heart that this son
would remain at home and take charge
of the estate.

But the intellectual life of the son, so
far from being satisfied in its demands
by the attractions of a. pastoral exist
ence, longed for the mental stimulus
and growth to be gained by profession-
al study; and It was only after a critical
analysis of his own powers, and a care
ful balancing of the arguments for and
against his natural preference that he
Anally adopted for his ultimate pursuit
the profession of medicine.

Well knowing his father's long-che- r-

lBhed hopes and desires that his son
would become so much attached to
country life that he would adopt agri-
culture as a profession, and knowing
also his father's natural intolerance of
opposition to his wishes and owing to
his own native modesty and retiring
disposition, being averse to meeting his
father with a personal assertion of his
own preferences in opposition to the
settled plan of his family, he found
himself in a most difficult and unpleas-
,ant position.

Under these circumstances he adopt
ed the only course that seemed open to
fhlm, and it proved to be a wise one,
He addressed to his father a long and
dispassionate letter, opening to him his
very heart; and offering for his consul
eration such weighty arguments and
ogent reasons why it was the most de

'drable thing possible for him to study a
jorofeesion instead of becoming a fixture
:ipon the farm, that the father at once
coincided in opinion with his son; and
henceforth every facility for study
forhich the times afforded was placed
vit'hin his reach. From this day on--
.vard the entire current of the boy'
hought was deepened, broadened,
trengthened and refined by a definite
im In the work of his life.
The choiue of a profession marks an

pooh of the gravest importance in the
areer of any young man. It becomes
Insensibly to himself a point of depar
ture as wen as or convergence, oi an
he lines that enter into his future his--
ry, while hidden indications of native

enius, warmed by the promethean fire,
re silently assuming form and propor-on- s.

which are eventually to illustrate
d adorn his intellectual life. Thus it

as that, in an hour the entire course
our friend's life was radically

langed and intensified.
A judicious line of proceedure was de-le- d

and followed, and in 1824 'he en- -
red himself as a student In the medi- -
! department of Yale college, under
; instruction of such eminent men as
niamin Silliman, Nathan Smith and

I Ives these three gentlemen consu
lting at that date the entire faculty of
diclne, (by whom he was duly gradu-
al with the class of 1827 as a doctor n

)octor Bronson s first settlement as a
ididate for professional employment
s in West Springfield, Massachu-ts- ,

where he acquired considerable
utation, and in 1831 married Sarah
,es, daughter of Hon. Samuel La-;o- p,

a wealthy resident of that town,
lawyer and a member of congress,
other daughter of Mr. Lathrop mar-- I as

Rev. William B. Sprague, D. D.,
le 1815, one of the resident clergymen
Albany, N. Y., and a famous preach-o- f

the day. It was probably this
Inily connection that induced young
mson to remove to Albany, where he
s early invited to become a partner
h Aldent March, M. D., then and un

may be In some degree usetui in ulssi-

patlng foul smVlling odors. We know,
however, that they have no effect to

mitigate the dangers of disease.
In September, 1832, Dr. Bronson pub

llshed In the "Boston Medical and Sur
gical Journal," a very remarkable art!
ck- "On the Chlorides and Chlorine as
'Disinfecting Agents' and as Preven
fives of Cholera", too long to use In this
place. But it should be reprinted In a
widely circulating Journal.

I have room only for the following ex
tract from a letter from Dr. Usher- Par
sons of Providence, to a gentleman In
Boston. The letter was des'.jned to
Show the Inefficiency of the 'disinfec-
tants,' and states that, ''The sloop Hero
sailed from New York on the 17th of

July (1S32,) with thirty passeiigeis on
board, and was quarantined at New
port eight days from her time of leav
lng that city. On the day of landing
the passengers, four of them were Im

mediately attacked with Asiatic chol
era, and died In a few hours.

This vessel had five tons of best
Scotch chloride of lime on board, ship-
ped on the 14th of said month; any
cask of which, the owner informs me,
would give out through the staves suf
ficient gas to saturate the atmosphere
of the vessel as effectually as would
be done if the floors and decks were
sprinkled with powder. Yet, with thir-
ty such casks between her decks, this
happens to be the only vessel out of
the great number arriving with pas
sengers from New xoik that has
brought any person Infected with the
disease!" This statement, Dr. Bion-so- n

continues, must, methlnks, prove
of difficult digestion to the advocates
of 'preventives.' It contains an argue- -

ment which may serve any purpose but
thelr's. It seems to prove that chlor
ine is not the specific, after all that
science Is not always triumphant. ' It
reveals a fact which may be justly re-

garded as an outrage on rational chem-
istry.

I do not forget, Mr. President, that 1

am not addressing a strictly profession-
al audience; nor do I cease to remem-
ber with pleasure, that the people of
culture who are accustomed to assem-
ble In these halls are always interested
In whatever pertains to scientific know-
ledge, particularly such as relates to
discoveries In medical science, or con-

cerns our bodily health, or the person-
ality of those whose lives have been de-

voted to the work of ministering to the
healthjOf others.

I may assume, therefore, that in the
endeavor to set before you some of the
great qualities of our distinguished
friend, neither the events of his pro-
fessional life In their historical rela-
tions to the physical welfare of the
world, nor some allusions to the ob-
scure medical theories of the past could
well be omitted.

Dr. Bronson loved With all the force
of his moral nature the profession of
his choice, and while standing ever
ready to break a lance In Its defense
against the assaults of presuming Ig-

norance, or the unblushing chicanery
of the crafty, he was ever ready to In-

struct the one and enlighten or expose
the other. He had a remarkable in-

sight Into the hidden mysteries of na-

ture, which to many others was a seal-
ed book, and beyond their comprehen-
sion. He had also very definite ideas
as to the limitations of science and art
in the treatment and cure of diseases
He was eminently successful In tracing
out the hidden causes of disease, and In

palliating their painful or disturbing
effects, but I should add moreover, that
he was accustomed to say that he did
not know that he had ever cured any
body.

While he had an Intelligent faith In
the powers of a few medicinal agents
to relieve the sympathetic disturbances
of functions, caused by organic disease
or other agencies, he had, In common
with all the other great physicians of
history, little or no rational faith In the
power of drugs to cure disease. Free
ly admitting that recoveries from dis
ease occurred under almost all forms
of treatment In proportions somewhat
similar, he could not, with all his can
dor, be an advocate of any exclusive
system of treatment.

It had been said of him that on one
occasion he received from a relative an
urgent letter asking for advice In the
case of a child sick with measles, and
whose case. It was feared, the attend-
ing physician did not understand, be
cause he was giving the patient a great
variety of medicines at short intervals,
and the child was becoming rapidly
worse. Without stopping to discuss
the merits of this or that pathy, for
which he cared nothing, he took a large
sheet of paper and wrote In the middle
of the great page this prescription:

Take a white china cup
with nothing In it;
Turn the handle toward the
northwest, and give a
teaspoonful every hour.
The little patient will soon be well.
This was a plain illustration of a great

truth contained In the aphorism seldom
heard in those days, that "the majority
of diseases are self limited they come
and tarry, and disappear according to
natural law If nobody interferes."

Let us pause for a moment and ask
ourselves the question, what would be
the condition of the human race y,

if the rise and progress of diseases were
not regulated by law, and what would
doubtless happen to the world if every
man were to become a law unto him
self, and could, at will, turn the dial
backward for two or three thousand
years before medical science was born

to the time when ignorance and tra- -
dlton were almost the only guides. I
very well remember the dawning of
the brilliant light which followed that
dark age, when men, etnltlrely ignorant
of the universal law that the majority
of diseases are self limited, persisted
year after year, for successive genera-
tions, in their willful, because unthink-
ing blindness In compelling the defense
less sick to swallow a great variety of
nauseous drugs, too often fatal In them-
selves, while they scrupulously deMed

their patients the use of nature's
great remedies, a cup of cold water and

morsel of bread. It would be inter
esting to describe to you, did the occa- -

ion permit, an hour s debate in which
Dr. Bronson held the fixed attention of
his audience, in his discussion of the
question, "What have been the opera-
tion and the controlling influences of
atural law, in the history and devel- -

pment of the human race?" During
his remarks he spoke solemnly of the
responsibility of those men, weak, g,

but industriously Ignorant,

many difficulties, he completed his self--
imposed tasic.

I have been familiar with a consider-
able number of kistories! of towns and
oountles in New England, but I know
of none with the same lfanilted" scope
that are more valuable than this. In-

deed, I may say without fear of contra-
diction, that the baneflctent Influences
upon a New England community of
such a chronicle of the facts and opin
ions that were coincident with the lay
ing of the foundational of society, aind
Which in future generations shall mark
In its successive editions' the changes of
an advancing civilization', cannot ba

d.

Not byi any means the least impor
tant of the historical work accom-
plished by Dr. Bronson was the Inter
esting series of historical and triograph- -
iiial papers pertaining to t'he medical
history between December, 1872, and
October, 1876, comprising one hundred
and fifty pages of Vol. II., Including the
professional histories of eight membera
of the New Haven Medical association.
He says in a prefatory statement that
In the following papers, "I lhave aimed
to put in an enduring form much valu-
able and often perishable material
gathered several years ago fromi many .
sources records, rnairuscrtp'ts, docu- -
ments and letters, old newspapers, tra
ditions and living witnesses." "In
their preparation I hoped to make an
acceptable contribution to general his
tory, amd at the same time render a
special and much needed service to the
medical profession."

"Before the Revolution there was not
much Intercourse between- the different
sections of our country. A limited
coasting trade along the Atlantic bor
der brought the commercial classes In
the maratime towns into frequent con
tact; but the benefits of this intercourse
scarcely extended to the interior. Each
colony to many instances each town-w- as

to a large extent an Isolated com
munity. But the war, which broke out
in 1775, brought with it great changes.
It excited the wildest passions; Intro
duced selfishness, corruption, vice, mis-
ery, and what, to his estimation', was
the worst of all th consequences of
war, a deluge of paper money." But,
he adds, "certain! advantages flowed
from it."

The medical profession of the state
highly appreciated the medical hlsto- -
rles of Connecticut, as prepared for us
by Dr. Bronson, to the very valuable
notices' of prominent physicians: im our
early days, and read from time to time
before tills society, as well as other pa-
pers om the same general subject, print
ed In the proceedings of the Connecticut
Medical society. They still continue to
be read as classice by all the medical
men of the state," whose tastes incline
them to preserve the historical Mtera
ture of their profession; but unfortu-
nately, owing to the very limited edi-
tion that was published, these papers
being out Of print, are no longer obtain--

ble.
Speaking further of the "daysi of the

Revolution," and the formative stages
of the medical profession in those tur-
bulent times, he says, "Large bodies of
men were gathered from every quarter
and associated for military purposes;

nd to supply themi with food and cloth
ing, arms aind equipments, an extended
internal trade was required. The sec
tions near and remote were for the first
time brought face to face, and bound to-

gether in desperate endeavor for a com-
mon object.

"Men who had before beenl strangers'
became and personal
friends. Though the standard o mo
rality was debased, they learned well
the advantages! of unlonv of combined
effort and social Intercourse which they
were stow to forget. The accomplish
ments which Individuals in high posi
tions possessed became by contact and
the magnetism' of superior natures) com
mon property, and reproduced their
like.

Emulation was excited and society
enlightened, and lrt a certain sense Im-

proved and refined.
"There were in the army a few ac

complished and many respectable phy
sicians and surgeon who wltnesser and
ishared the benefits of united- effort-r-o- f

familiar professional intercourse and
who, when peace returned, feared the
disintegrating and depressing influ
ences of isolation. It was to prevent-thi-

disastrous result;to a fine body of
medical men, who had largely contribUK
ted to the success of the colonial armies
in the field, and the independence of
these. United States among the nations
of the world, that our army surgeons
resolved themselves into county and
state organizations to promote profes-- ,
lonal excellence, as well as to maintain

for the benefit of the whole country, tha,
nucleus of what they .saw 'was to be
come one of the learned and most use- -,

ful professions upon our continent."
As a writer upon finance and political

economy), Dr. Bronson's opinions have
always been received with! great respect
wherever they have become known.

He was an, advocate of hard money.
His father also was a local authority
on flna-ncia- l questions, and established
the first bank In Waterbury, of which
ha was always the president during his
life; and many of the Bronson name la '
this and other states have acquired re-
nown as financiers, or as editors of
financial journals and Heading newspa-
pers outside of New England

Dr. Bronson has read before this so-

ciety several papers upon financial top-
ics, which have been published to its
archives, and have attracted wide at-

tention, and I have high authority for
'saying that these papers, or any one of
them, would be sufficient to establish a
brilliant reputation for any writer upoa
financial questions,

I need not remind the society that to
1863 he read beifore this body, at con-
venient in tervals!, a very remarkable se-
ries of papers, having for its title, as a
completed publication, "A Historical
Account of Connecticut Currencyt Con-
tinental Money and the Finances of tha
Revolution,'V pp. 192 forming about
one-ha- lf of the first volume of the socle-ty- 's

transactions.
iCwitiued, on Xjsnili Eage ui


