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OF THE LIFE AND WRITINGS TH1
LATE PROV, HENEY BRONSON, M. D.

By Dr. Btephon G, Wabhard—~Mend Bef ro
the New Muven Colony Hlstorieal Sovle
Ly, by Invitation Ly the Soclety, May
27, 1405,

111

meinory

peculiar
the this comn
and purtloulsrly among his

Ty axid eha taetor of Wimiit whios
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Wike antd good In
in this svciety, of which he was
the corporate I«
known a unobtrusive
man of high charnoter
gulghed atthlnments—as a
words, but and honest

members
ot quiet,
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AT
of diruct tho
—iand as an advocate of whateyer
Eorded as abstraot truth.

He came to us In the full development |

Hime
b

of hik Intelleotunl faonlties, at o
when he lmpressed all with whom
came In contact as o of rare pow-
ers of observation—o and Uberal
views of pullic affnlr: and
1oglical reasoner and a lover af eq
Touching this community and the stit
at 50 many polnts as he 314, and Jewv-
Ing upon wvery slde the Impresd of o
noble charactor, the beneficial but un.
conselous  Influence of which stiil  re-
maling an aotive living foree. T oan Hut
Toel, Mr, Prosldent. that in neoepling
vour invituting I have nssumed :

uitlt but honorable and most plens
duty in attempting to speak Attingly
here of h grent wi ym and of his
many virtues,

Only words of dlseriminating sulogy
will be appropriate to express my estl-
n¥te of such a character,

HENRY BRONSON

wis horn In Waterbury on the 30th of
June, 1504. He died in this city of the
acoumulated Infirmities of age on the
26th of November, 15884, Like of
the boys of New Bngland of that day,
his early youth wons spent in nssisting
hin futher In the cares of the furm, ¢

pring such an educutlon ae

d him (n the common distriet
gchool of the town, supplementad by tu-
ftion at the Hopkins Gramrmar school
in thile clty. With these slender oppor-
tunitles of acyniring knowledge e
velopéd a remarkable love for latters,
which continued through a long e,
and caused him during the earlier yeurs
of hlg puplluge to expend for books nll
of his avallable regources

At the agre of sevinloen
years, a perfod when most
sons, unable to endure the rigorous oli
mate and the severlty of disclipline ad-
mintsterad to them; after which so few
Hyad to be quoted 'Bs expmples of the
“survivil of the fttest,” he begnn to
shrink In form, and to detoriornte In
physieal vigor, Hia hesadth, never
atrong, becnmo dellente, and the ceou
pations of the farm grew more iand
more distasteful to Him; 50 that, when
the time chme that he must choose for
himself o calling for (e, he fully ren-
Hzad that the anoestral acres had for
him no chiarme,

-ng 0 close

moss

he

nr elghtean
frrmers'

His father;, Bennet Bronson, Yale 1707, |

was o Inwyaer by profession in Water-
biry, and wns for many vears a Judye
pf the county court; he was ilso & lIerge
lunded proprietor and & man of wenlth
and influence, Judge Bronson had nl-
ready sent two sons to Yale collegs,
both of whom died young, and It wis
the desirs of his heart that thi= son
wonld remoin at home and take charge
of the sntote,

But the Intellectunl 1ife of the son, &0
far from belng satisfied in Ite demands
by the atirnctlons of a pastorsl cxisi-
ence, longed for the mental ¥tlmulus
and growth tb be galnead hy professlon-
al study; and It was only after a eritical
analyvela of hlg own powers, and a olre-
ful buluncing of the arguments for and
ageinst his naturkl preference thil he
finally adopted for his ultimate pursuit
the profesalon of medicine,

Wall knowing his father’'s long-cher-
gshred hopes and demres that his sun
woulidl begcome so much attached to
country life that he would adopt agri-
cultare ap a prafesslon,.—and knowing
also hig farher’s naturnl intolerance of
opposition to his wishes—and owing to
his own natlve modesty and retring
disposition, bolig nverse to mesting his
Hather with a personinl assertion of hias

wn preferepces In opposition to  the

ettled plan of his famlly, he found
fimeell In a most difficult and unplens«
nnt position,

Under these clreumsatances he adopt-

d she only course that seemed open Lo
im, and it proved to he o wise one,
[He addressed to hig father a long and
dlspassionate letter, opening to him hia
pery heart; and offering for his consid-

ration such welghty argumente and

ogent reasons why it wan the mnsal de-

{ruble thing possible for him to study &
bhrofosaion Instead of becoming s fixture

pon the farm, that the father au once

pinelidad in opinion with lils son; and
enceforth avery fuollity for study
behiich the timeg alforded was placed
. 1in Hig rench. From this dpy on-
ard the entire current of the boy's
hought was deepaned, broadened,
trengthened and refined by a definite

Im In the work of his e,

The cholve of & profésslon marks an

pooh of the graveet hmportance fn the

areer of any young man. It becomes
gensibly to himself a polnt of depa
hire as wall as of convergenop, of nll

e Hines that emter inte his future his-

ary, while hidden indications of nmtive

snlins, warmed by the promethean fire,

e silently assuming form and propor-

ns which are eventuilly to {llustrote

il adorn his intelleotual life, Thue it

ae thut, In an hour the antire course

our friend’s Ufe wog radlioally
hanged and Intenelfled,

judicious line of procecdure was de-
ed  and followed, nnd In 1824 he en-

o himself as a student In the medi-

| department of Yale college, under

. Instruction of such eminent men as

njamin Siliman, Nathan 8mith and

§ Ives—these three gentlemen constl-

Hing at that dale the entire faculty of

dloine, by whom he was duly gradu-
w1 with the cliss of 1827 as a doctor ®
dioine.

r. Bronaon's firgt sattlement as a
didate for professional employment

s In West Springtickdl, Massachuo-

ts;, where he noquired: considerabla

utation, and In 15841 married Sarnh
pe, dnughter of Hon, Scmuel La-
op, & wenlthy ry sident of th
Ty ver member of ¢
ther dnughtar of Mr. Litthrog
Rey, Willlom B Rue, D
e 1815, one of the resident olergy
ibany, N. ¥, and a faomous pres
af the day, It was probably
iy eol otion that Induced
nson t move to Albany, where
early invited to become a partner
h Aldent March, M, D, then and un-
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x | tera om the Cholera, although differing

from me in some proctical views, but 1
preparsd to see so ul &=
i prgumentotl W -

wins nod
| plny of logleal
nanifested |Ir [ ny by
, nnd of Vv B0 Inexperi-
ndidats for medlogl
oy the medleal phile
"Rt

ndenot

n that

iy
ionght and of exprees!
hablé subiect van ta the mortl-
of being excelled by the mean,
ind the fknorant in the

ored

atlon
| the sycophant |
ncquisition of patients.

Nothing but some fortinate turm of
circumstances, or np extensive famiiy
eonnection will ennlile & person of your
| standing to cope with folly and L ensed
qunokery. Your paper Yins heen lteral-
Iy weed twp, I have lent It untl]l it hns
Lssome dilapidated and obscurated, Tt
fe érilvla 1 wigh vou would ahlige ma
by Informatlecn where T ean  prooure
mote I want to send them both
to «England and France. T recelved
from Boaton your paper on Meinfecting
ngenty, and have trmansmitted. (t 10 the
board of health of Savannalk as part of

reply to n letter nddressed to me by
hody, nsking for the hest Informa-

to puard againgt and trent the
chalera, ahould 1t appear nmong them

*COur highest nuthority in the medieal
Journallem of thiat day reviewed the
prumphilet  in termes of high  commendn-
tion, &#nd thus quoted from its
piges: "We have been { ¢ by Dr.
Tenry Broneson, of Albany, with n
smnll bBrochure on Medleal T.ogle, of
which s presume he le'the author, Tt
fs an nhle production marked by sound

wwoning, nnd evidently  the off-
lspring of a cultlyvated mind. Tt should
b ae widely clroulinted ag possible, be-
aaletlntad to lead the publie to
pirer apnpreciation of metdioal scler
find a more (¢ wiminnting fadement of
professional capanity.

THe followl
dibeat of (hao

the doctor,

Coplde,

Is

g

g extract will exhiiblt the
writer: "The econcluglon,”
“to which we would
belng our remarks g thie, The only
anfety  for the publle on this momen-
toue subject s to confine the practice of
physle to men of truly enlightensd and
philosomphic minds:  §3at thig con never
noecomplished untll the public At
lnrge nre made more atrongly to  feal
the multiplied snd peculinr  difficulties
nttendnnt on medlon] Inguiries.

It frorn enlightenad pablic apinion
nlone that we ¢an hope for the removal
of whit iw an enpormo evil In this
‘wunirv—ihe Intrasion—(the ndmlssion)
lgnorunt men of weak and unprin-
minde (hto the medicnl
Publie opinlon ought to check the
1 Hespnoes

b

is

Of
Wnled profes.
#lnn
facility with which depress

practice are granted In gome of our
medicn] Institutlons,
=American Jouwmal of Medieal Scl-
ences, Moy, 1832, . 270,

How often
the ploagh or the anvil
the bare rudimante of an English edu-
ecation, and (hitwo orthrae yenrs turned
put upon xackety ag the conetitared
rnardlans of the publle health

Such men In most onses aoulld nint sus-
tiin  themselves (G o hout elther In
the profession of Mvinlty or of law
Thelr wtter theapachy tor pillosophical
inveatipation woold be manifest to all:
but, shielded by the mysteries of 4 pro-
fession which the publie Canno
pendtrate, they, ton, ghin wealth snd
influenoe by the grossest qusckery and
Imposition If pur remirks in this nrti-
he gays In conclusion, shall lead
aders to appreciata mo

taken  from
with  only

men

ole,
anv of our
ehly the smount of mental disciplins
whioh ought to be demended in medi-
pal practitloners, our inbors will be am-
ply repald

These pungent but trothful lines were
writton moris than sixty yeurs sgo, inw
splrit of vighteous Indignation over the
monstrous evil which,
time overshadowasd
all the collegee of New England, and
threatened inherent in our
antire svetem of mediond «ducution; nor
hie this dinger wholly cetased, nor g it
gatfined to medical co % mlont I
need not add that T refer to the great
facility  with which colleginte honors
ure-acguirad.

The eriptlve foroe of hils languuge
wis true then, dnd 4t s tinde to-day n
inatances, but not univereal-

ry repeats liself 50 often
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prsfeesion 1 urgedd exami-

Is “the

vour 1812 wis distingulshed by
gt disasipous dlstorical avent
that luwe chivrneterized wny of the yeats
thig century, with the sxcsption of
the yvedrs of our civil war; for [t was'In
the enrly stimmer of thad year that our
ontinedt was first Vislted by Aslitlo

of

!t ¢holera
The

shores

pestilence was hrought onr
from Dublin by an. emigrant
ghip wrriving at Quebes, having o8t on
the pissmge some forty persons by the
TS The = ors madle thelr way
|to Montreal. As raplddy the t1dings
|coutd be sprend by the
the dise
Hnes of «
nabitation
o the hovel
death had set hiw

At Albany, such wns the «
felt by her eltlzeons in Dr
eullir qualifeations for .
oy f abairose questions {n  medionl
rolence, and such was tha {fmpresston
e hd musdes gpon that eritlea) com
iy, a8 a4 man of disringuished abll
thnt i loned by e i
rrcmdtent gentlemen, at whose hend
wis thie and directed 1o procesd
to Montrenl, and other polnts in Canadn
Infectad with the pestile , and nvadl
Ing  ‘himself of every opportunity t
etudy the matoral history of the (He
vi8 fte maodes of propagation—Is
trvsitment in the north, together with
ita pesulte, and to report to the commniit
fleo, wich hygienle menstures ns h
woukl r relinbhlé  préven
Ulviea,
Inspired by a profound senge of
iral obligntions to Gixl,

he romply

und bidding fat
. ook to all he held dear,
ife In Wa hand and  hast
engd to the death-sitiekesn ety that he
might  mather there new knowledgo
nn umknown and dendly pestiler
the hemefit of hle races

T quote of the Montronl papets of the
duy of hi® wrrivil there, “that the brig

ricks, Hudson, magtes, arrived al

Quelee from Dublin on the Sth, baving
toat during her voyage forty-twa per-
goneg of & mysterioud dgease which nt
Ly Imvertigation hnd been pry
tiounesd to be Agsintie choler' —and the
2 now oficin reportaed ns ex
in where fiflesn cnpes
reported an the Oth, and sewversl

to

5o Macll wnw

ymm et ummnl in
from ths poas of the

of thoe ar, the nnge] of
fldance
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the Invest
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cal o duaty
s young w
he took hin

disemas
=ting
wepe

Quahes,

ae 1
{R]
hig arrival
Montren)
now only
thik

letier announcing
short, and was (dated
2int,—he save, "I have
ray that I arrived
morning, Burh o peene of

n s this oty exhibits 1 never
Buginess s entirely aos-

the storesa nre closed and the
demorted. Although this Is n

with the Cathollos, scarcely a
human face s to be geen abrond.

The mortinlity In Mantreal Dby the
preasnt Hlsease In unexampléed aven In
the hixtory of the epldentle cholera. The
number of officially reported (s
about 3,000, and the number of denths
about 800,"—"Many of the physl-
clans, owing to glokness and axcess|yve
wwerwork, did not report ot all on some
af Tl fotal days. Besides o
groat many have died whom no physj-
olan evor The disenke 1s now wl-
dently declinihg But lew cnses hoave
pecurred within the last twelve hours

“Wihhin the last forty-elght hours,
however, a much greanter proportion of
thipse attacked have been of the Wlgher
orders and those of tamperate and reg-
niar habits, Some very valuable Hves
wors lost lnst nlght * * * * * Tam
now about to visit the emigrants’ hos-
pitin] where numbers 1le |1 of the worat
form of the apidemle,” This short let-
ter will afford some lden of the actual
conditions In sueh a crowded olty as
Maontrerl under the Invasion of univer-
il pestilence, During the pravalence
of the epidemic and 8 progress
through our continent, the hmportant
foct wan observed that the Inmates of
prisons In this country and in Europs,
who were absolutaly out off from ¢on-
et with the outslde world,
tirely exempt from the disenss,

I was mysell pld enough to remember
the fact that #o fully was the condi-
tlon of isol 1 accepted ms the only
preventive means possible against the
cholera Infection that In many instances
men of the highest intelllgence stooil
on gunrd over thelr domains, prepared
to fire upon all intruders; while pla-
pards and watch dogs served ar addi-
tlunnl defences.  But In thelr own fom-
Hlen no devigtion from the acoustonisd
fules of diet, Includivs the use of fresh
trulte and vegeiables from thelr own
gardens, wad permlttsd For Lhoee
who Hved gengibly ne chang» In diet or
regimen wad advised,

The skeptical mind of our phtlogoph-
Ie friend rvefused to recelve 48 facts

unsupported stiatements of the
erowd of observers who pressed for-
ward, each with his hundle of facts, of-
fering to prove that Aslatie cholera
wae not o contigious discase, but was
anly a flux common In ithe summset
momths, but vold of all danger If ¢heok-
o In lts early stage by some anodyne
Hstringent nostriom Bul another ar-
ray of resal facts, presented by 8o com-
an  obgs r as Dv. Bronson,
brushed away (hle defective ras goning
vpon false facts, and brought
the profession and the people face to
with the nll Important truth that
thie frEt moment a
sui generis—and not
. which, If neglects,
olera—i{t was comimin-
thenefore 0 contaglous &
that wis conve
public travel by
Wi
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I need not hete
go further Into hie statement of fucts
and reasoning before the Albany com-
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venllyes
Y BET Ve
Bpecifie, arfter
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fact which mhy be
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revenls n
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INLTY

I do not forget, Nt
am not wddressime oostoledy pr
1] ailllenoe: por dao 1 cepnss Lo ramem

with pleasure, thit the people of

cultire who dre aconsiomed to sage
ble In these halls Wiy
I whintever
ledge, particulirly
AP In medical sclence
verns our bodily hoalth, ¢
ulirwof those whose lives hn
voted to the work of minister
health vf others

T mn‘_\' nEAUNn
endegvor o et
great qualities
friend,
fedslonal Mfe

un

President, that 1

WesEIOn
byisgt

e
pertiing to seker
such ns
Vverien
T E
vie Dasen e
Ing (o the

thorelbre, that In
Defore you kome of The
uf Hatingulshed
the = of
In their historieal reln-
tiona to the physical welfare: of the
world, nor meme alluglons to the ob
soure medienl theovies gf the pnet eonld
weall be omitted

Dr, Bronkon luyed
of his moril natar
eholed wnd  owhiie
réndy to break o lanbe
wgrinst the pssauits of
norance, or the unblushing chlcanery
of the crafty, he r ready U
atruct the one and «Alighien or exposo
the other He had n remarkable in-
aight into the hiddew -mystorices of na-
ture, which o muny others was n senl-
odl book, and nid thalr «
slon He hnd nlen dafinite
A o the limitations ol scirpee and ar
i the reatment and cure of diseases
He was eminently successfl in trucing
attt the hidden caugns of dlseass, and In
paillating thelr painful or di=stirbing
effects, but T should add moreover, that
hié woas pecustomnd o say that he did
not know that he had ever onred any-
JUTTRES

While he had an Intelllgent falth In
the powerg of i few meadicinal dgents
to ralleve the aympathetic dlgturbances
of functions, canred by organle dlsen:
or pther agencles, ho had, I commaon
with all the other mgroat physicians of
history, 1itile or no rotlonnl falth (o the
power of druge to cure dissnses, Fr
Iy admitting thaet recoveories from dis-
puge ocourred under almost nll forms
of trealment In proportiong somewhat
gimiiar, he eould not, with all his
i, an advocate of any exclusive
gystem of Lrenrment

1t had beon sald of him that on one
ocoasion he recelved from a relative an
urgent letter asking for advics in the
onne of o ehild sick with measies, and
whage onge, 1t was fearod, the attepd-
Ing physlcian dld not undersinnd, he-
cauds he was glving the putlent a great
variety of medicings it short Intervals,
and the child was becoming rapldly
Warse Without stopping to discuss
the merlts of thls or that pathy, for
which he cared nothing, he took a large
aheet of paper and wrote in the middle
of the great page this presortption:
Take o white china cup

with nothing In 1t;

Turn the handle townrd the

nartbwest,

teaspoonful every hour

The lttle patlient will soon be well,
This wis a plain Hustration of a groeat
truth contadned in the aphorism seldom
heard In those days, that "the mrjority
of digeuses are salf limited—they come
and tarry, and disnppear
natural lnw—if nobody inte

Lot ug pause fur a moment and nsk
ourgelves the quastion, what wonld hae
the condition of the human race to-day,
If the rise and progress of digenses wore
not regulated by law, and what would
doubitlens happen to the world If svery
man were to become U lanw unto him-
aolt, and could, mt will, turn the dial
baclkwnrd for two or thousand
years—bafors madloal sei was born
to the tme when Ignorence and tra-
diton weore almost the only guldes, 1
very well remember the dawning of
the brilllant light which followasd that
dark age, when men, stlrely lgnorant
of the universgl Jaw that the majority
of Maeasss are self limited, persisted
venr after vear, for suecesslve genern
tlona, In their willful, be unthink
ing blindneas in compelling the defensc-
less siok to awnllow & great varlety of
nouseons drugs, too often fatal in tham
gelvea, whila geriupniousiy demntied
thelr patients the of nature's
great remed [ eold water wnd
A morse] of bread wonld be (rter
wating to describe id the opca-
permlt, & he in whioh
son hald nttention of
1, im ol
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ilde, they furnished o graphiic
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woordind andey prvition
of o most compstent Investigator, His
views of the halogy and  proper
Lregatment o h L Were everywl ;
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fnEln ey, Wt more transieat
' the tooganse  the
Ionry Bronson -
milarly konown to medien] mon wheresv-
tha pestilence guthered fls viotims:
mud If thege evants hod osecurred v the
prasent  gederpllon, and If he had s
*Ho he rtalnly would Nlave re
codved, a= he would Have merlted,
hlghest elvic
et couldd properly Bhidve Dee

* letters W

name of to hecome

B

the
and profeadlonal honors
fn canferred

ndividuatty, nind his
and with his
eptionadly gh gqualifications for
mein talndng an independent priofession-
stoniing, 1t wonld only hinve heen
matitrad If he had soon tired of the sec
indary posttlon he was then ocoupyine
ever that may have been, it was
T ui'ter hils retiirn from Crunda,
ind making his finnl repory to the hon-
rable ecommitees that bnmd sent  him
abhroad, before we ind him, ot fhe ur-
ieluntions of e futler, ond of
the lepding oltizenes of Al nnilve town,
returned (o Walsrhuriy, Here He ensily
held the foremost rank medilon]
man rare attdinments, as he dotht-
i have Aoy anywihore, and He.
mee & country practice, Jarge
first, which rapliily beoame ex
tended oster o very wide fleid, and goon
s econted My the lnrgest In
Conreeticnt, and probnbiy i New Fng-
lamidd.

Daring the « dlnge dnyvs of thot vear,

1842, e, Bronson wos walted apon by &
commisgion of medieal gentlemen from
Phlindelphda, offering to him the fiat-
reving praposial 1o beoome president of
Thee Domdemee ool b THe
propositlon  Wits enboe i=-
ciignidd, But after a conference of the
most  fres dnd confdantinl natire, |t
wos mutually concluded” that the only
Appasent  obstacle o his prompt  ac-
coplsnee the Inviption was his
vorrth, Hehad only then complsted his
enty-eligirth vear.
In the beginning of the vear 1838 we
find our young frisnd engrossed with
the ardous libors of @ conntry doctor,
armbitiovs o perform to the fullest ox.
rent every dmty that ooulid properiy be
required of him.

Hix 1omg rides on horspback, over the
hill  comptry of swrthern nnd wesitern
Conasollout, nud over thae line into Mas-
sachimetis, nnd up wnd down the Hous-
ntomle vullay, In the Intense heat=
surnmer,  atd tho severity of the win-
ter's cold, were at finst lnvigoraiing to
his constitutionnl hemlth
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nfter a fow yenrg of suel hard
tnremitting disclpline, to  whikch
waore added the pecallar anxieties and
weanrisoing demally cominon to suth &
life, hia hesdth began to show shons of
fatlure: and 1t was with regem feaved
by hie felends and himeel! that, ke Nis
two brothers, one of whom was a phy-
glelan, he was in great danpger of fall-
ing & wiotim 10 that fell digeas= which
nnnuudly  has okiimed as its own  the
most promi=ing youth of New FEngland
Al we fee]l ohliged toadd o the Influ-
enos  of Iinoesmynt nbors, amd con-
stont exposnures Lo great extromes of
temperature, the goneral Imprirment of
his health and the wenkening of the
powers of reslatince against  diseams,
cauged by Hia experlénos at Maontprenl,
from wiileh probably he never sntlrely
recovered.

Ire the putumn of 1839 {t beetume evi-
dent to himeelf and Wia friends that he
would be compelled temporarliy (o re.
Hnrulsh his proctice and geele recupera-
ton 1n & milder ellmate. Tle lefl New
York In November by a gmall salllng
vesds] bonind for the Medltervanenn, and
after 2 1ong and uncomfortable vovage
was landed In Genon, very much im-
proved (n health, Bpendihg the most
tryvtiing months of tha winter In Rome
and Naples, vislting more than once
such pinces of interest o= Pompell and
Herculanenm e made the ngoent of
Vesuvits, golne up to the very rim of
the erater. His dully journal, kept for
the pleasure of hia family. 18 exoeeding-
Iy full and dnteresting In 185 connected
record of the waunl serles of ineldental
experiences met with by tourists, wnd
Indloates that he lelt Behind him in Te-
uly nothing unvisited worthy of record-
ol riotles, Toking passsige by stenmer
wt OMvltn Veohiln, he visited and eritloal-
ly explorpd Marsullles and Lyons, ol
passing  slowly v dlligenee  Across
Frince to Paris, » found himaglf In
more congenin] surroimdings, Here Lo
bugan aguln hile pedestrinn excoursions,
vislting and describing all the mos!
noted churches, monuments and locwli-
fiog dn Parls, especinlly those of histor-
e Interest. He visited here, a8 after-
wand In London, the hosphais and med-
leal eoleges and heard leoture somes of
the most Ccelebrated medical men  In
ench of these caplital coftities—visiting
alao brarles, mussums and ploture gal-
ieries and theaters—and hlg journal re
cords most intelligant Judgments of
their relatihve valtle and importance.

As an [Hustration of the chaotla state
of the so-callad medical solences tn the
laen ceniury, and even later, I may ven-
fure to gay, withowl presuming Lo spenk
with oritleal exactness, that the mdjor-
Ity f mhadical practitioners upon  our
coritinent, L avery perfiod wp to the saa-
Iy yvears of the presspt cantury, huwve
heon Incapable, through the abaenice of
cducation, of regsoning closedy and log-
to the cauges and phenomena

While the entire popiia
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tng-—and by adninlstering to the sink
powerfal and vle comi t & of TRge
table 8 iened to
1 i,

ically ag
ase

L minera)

every organ of t
Wiihin flve m
an

&% years 1
elborately written prescription of
ihls soil, directing the combloation of-

nave secn

@

ing nl-
ith, bt of
' e~
O R A TLE L

ueflve remedies, men
meamirae in e
s rangs

twalva
most & enubl

the extent

falth in

ego Were the golden duye of
yn When polspharmacy was in
eme of fazh) AL tihe dispensing

f mediclnes was o most protitabile vo-

ocation. Most men in those early dagyea
were (oo HTierate nodd vowble 10 SReRe

nding pressori of the lawe

loange enougll o aequire »
selbemeine sducation; and those popposed
to ba cupable of Lmparting sueh knowl.
wora Tow, and bilng most]ly ko the
cities, tHey wers Inacdessible,
and had themselver bicome only pir-
tinlly emancipated from the {hmildom
of false selenes, upon which no provess-
g of correct redsoning conld be based;
g0 that we cannot wonder If men, igno-
rant  of the greit fets of human  ans
comparative aniutomy and physiology
cstablishet by the Almjghty, were for
mmny  generntions una GOITITH -
hend that other and greater fact, thit
umndder the unobetruoted operations of
the lnws of nature his erentires should
be enabled In mosi caser to throw off
e df 2 of which they had becoms
(he vietlms, thromrh their Jgnovimnee of
those laawes, g

Nor [ 1t surprising 1f, in the eatrly
duys  of durleness which hitve not  yed
ei'tlrely,  Myappoirsd, the majority of
madiei]l men could not e cdpvinees]
that a very large proporion of dissses,
for the cure of which they were dally
preseribing o matitide of veéry active
nnd disturbing drugs, were in polnt of
ract, gelf.limited, and wounld, undar the
operntion of natural laws, distppear of
themselves i the doctors wele mot  In
tho way

Nelther were the people prepared to
recalve or to tolerate snch a dootrine;
and [am sorry to sdd that, evin in thae
present generithon, such la the degree
of popular npathy opr wmnt of nforma.
tion that comparatively only a few
among the most enlightened pwople
uyyywhere wre gable th appreciule the
vist difference there I8 betweon being
onred and getting well.

Arriving at Wlg home early in the
spriiig O 1540, he fiporied Bimsell 1o be
In excellent health, and almost immeds-
ately resumesl his Gally rowtdie of pro-
fea=lonal work,

With his rermarknble powerd of mind
strengthensd nnd helghtened by hig in-
timate acqgualntance with books, anad
enriched by the experiences of forelgn
travel; and with a professionsl  judg-.
ment matured in that best of all schools,
ten  years of country practice, supple-
mented By clinfeal study In Europsam
hospitale, and ot the bedside, we oan
understnnd how eminently qualified he
now wits Lo assume the responsiiyllities
of 4 publié tetoher of mediding.

Ansoon 08 he wids Hted o fulfil thess
duties the place awiled his acosptancs;
wd n, 1842 hin election as professor of
Muaterin Medion and Tharapeiriics, In
the faculty of his Alma Mater, wos
halled with grent satiefaotion by the
medical professlos In this and the ad
ioining. states. His acceptanoe of the
election, however, rendered It necessary
for him to remove his residencs o this
oity, whers he made no effort to guin
putients, but devoted himself wholly' 1o
hig vollage work for ten years conseon.-
tivaly, whenr e resigned hig professor-
ghip, Responding o repanted cdlls to
resume Nig coliege dittios, from time Lo
tims, he contlnued.to instroet s close-
e until 1860, Wiien his health again fail.
Inig him, he spent the winter of 1859500
in Harbadoes,

A= n publie teacher of medicine, Dr.
Bronson was eminontly siecepeful In
the wark of intereating young men and
widing them to acquire as full knowl-
edge of fhe dry details of hile depart-
ment of Materia Medloa and Thern-
peutics @8 they wern able (o retaln,
His lectures were mostly wrltlen ancd
wora  read slowly in a olenr,  dstinot
volee, and [n an fmpresadvie, deliberate
maoner, and they wore lstaned (o with
cloge  attéition, e also gave to s
classen oecpslonnl lectures upon toples
Ot of his regular coursrs, They
were almodt uhequalled 1o Interest and
Inatructlon, particulsrly if he chose for
his tople some one of the gréat funda-
mafital  principles of medlionl sgelence,
He was then at s best and showed
the highest qualities of o great tench-
er: he needed the stimilus of & great
subjeet 40 bring out the full exerciss of
his powers, Moany men, however, may
bave excelled him as a teaoher of tha
elemantiary fucts of solence. But aa n
writer upon medionl topies he was very
atiractive. The soolety |8 famiidnr with
the admiralble and forelble wtyle of his
writing in the muny prpera he hos read
hefore 1t

Dr. Hronson ihepted many of the
strong pulnts of hig Intellectuad ehnrace.
ter from hils father: and so generally
was thig fact recognized by (hose
among whom eich of these remarkshie
men Wi well lenown that it has often
been sald that a sketeh that would do
Justice to the father would be recog-
niged as amply sufislent for the son
But in this estimute of the mental qual.
{tiea of our friend, those who knew him
well are unwiling to conour,. While it
was undouhtedly true that in the natu-
ral elements of his charaoter, us well s
in the structure of s moral and Intel-
lectual facultics he wreatly resembled
his father, having similor tastes, wnd
upon mpny questions arriving at simi-
lar conchieions from the sama points of
view, and do sume Ipdtonces dimwing
fhe same conclusions by the same

e of Instantuneous, or Intnifive
logical deductlon, and to a2 degres cher-
isliing the same excellent apinlons of
his  awn intalllbility of Judgment, 1o
which he hind much beller poason than
most men to lay olalm; certain it is that
hin powers of perception and annlysis
were more subtle und’ acuwte, and he
possessed In & greater degres. those
mental tralts and that spipit of devo-
tion to a definite purpesa and end,
which ennbled him to pureue successful-
I¥ thelines of historipal inquiry marked
et by his father, affecting more or less
olosely large numbers of famdlies, com-
postng one of the wealthiest of the wide-
apranding Industrial centers of our
He was by nature a historian:
and any one led by motives of curigalts
or of personnl Intersst to examine critl-
cally  the recorded Nistory' of  Water-
bury will, T think, be surpriséd by the
evidenves of the laborlous personal in-
vestigintlone nscertaln NnMEgsLTY
faets, and so far as was posaible by per-
slatent efforts, to guther them personal-
ly and from the original records,

To say notbing of the gathsring
historical faci=
the traditlons cauntryside throu
half a dozen popul rufisturing
Lowns, the pre tion for the
press of Che blograph | sketches of &
Marge number of bLusiness mon, Waa
Eroat and exhe ng when ndded to
the already heavy burdens of & busy
physleian. The historn of Waterbury
forms & compact volume of slx huodred
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pages, with-thirty portmaits, anfi.mnany;
looi! views engraved ontsted), and was
I iself not & emall uwidertaking for

who ooctuld devote to il his entire

1 but when wa consider tha very
éxtended recerroh requlred to tride out
the natives of Waterbury who had res
muvad te olher mietes, we van form par«
haps & Just estimate of the relative
mugnitude of the labor expended upon
aven so amall a work, carried on as It
wis under the pressurs of pubille du-
ties, an wall as of professionnl and othe
er Jiterary labor.

That this arduons work was comtine
ued under very discournging eircuin-
stances, while it daily grew upon lia
hamds, wus evident to thosa pedt
enough bto obsarve; and they could but
ndmize and wonder atl the courage and
parseveranes with which, under uso
many difficnlties, he complieted hin self-
imposed task,

I have been famillar with a consiler-
ahla number of skistories of towns and
sounties In New England, but I know
of none with the same Mmited’ scops
that are more valuable than this, In-
desd, T may say withoot fear of comtra-
diotlon, that the bensficlent influences
upon A New Englond oammunity of
eich . chronlole of the faots and opins
fone that were coinot@ent with tha lay-
ing of the foundetious of mocloty, and
which in future generations shal]l mark
in Its sncesssive editione the chufges of
an  advincing oivillzation, cahinot ba
over-estimntedl.

Not by any medna the least Smpor-
tant of the historical work accom-
plished by Dr. Bronson was the intar-
esting serles of historioal and td
lenl papers pertaining to the
history between December, 1878, and
October, 1876, comprising one hundred’
nnd f#fly pages of Vol. IL, including ths'
professionn] histories of elght members
of the New Haven Medicsd association.
He snye i o prefitory statement that
In the following papers, “I have nimed
to put in an enduring form much valys
ahle and often perishable materinl
gathered several yesrs ago Crom many
pources—recurds,  munuscripts,  dooid-
mewts and letters, old newspapers, tri.
tHtlons and living  witnesses” “1In
théir preparation I hoped 10 maks an
acteptable contribution to general Mis.
tory, and @l the same time render &
specinl and much needed service to the
medioal profession.” .

“Hefore the Revolution therp waa not
much intercourse between tha different
apctions of our country. A limited
consting trade along the Atlantlc bor-
der brought the commercinl olnsses in
the maratime towns Into frequent cons
tact; but the benefis of thie Intercoursg
scnrcely extended to the intardor, Hach
colony—hy many nstances such town—
wis (0@ Jarge extent an lsolated oom-
munity. But the war, which broke ot
In 1775, brotght with It great ohfsgees
It exolled the wildest passions; injro-
duced gelfishness, corruption, vies, mis-
ery, and what, 10 s cetimation, was
the worst of all the consaquences of
war, & deluge of paper money.” But,
he adds, “certiln advantages flowed
from 1"

The medical profession of the state
highly appreciated the medioal histos
ries of Connectiowt, as prepared for us
lryv Dr. Bronson, o the very valuable
motlees of prominent physicians T oun
enrly dnys, and read from time to time
before thily soctety, an well a8 other pi-
pery on the gume geseril subject, print-
od in the proceedings of the Connectiout
Meioal pociety, They sttll contihue to
be read ss clissica Dy ail the medical

‘men of the shitte, whose tastén noline

them' to pteserve the historleal Wier-
ture of thelr profession; but  unforti-
nitely, owing to the vory Hmited edl-
tion that was published, these papers
belng out of print, are 0o longer obtidne
whie,

Spenking further of the “days of the
Revelution,” and the formative stages.
of the medion] profession ln thoss tur-
bulent times, he says, ‘'Large bodies of
men werd guthored from overy (uarter
and assoclwted for military purposes;
and to supply them with food ana oloth-
Ing, arms and equipmenis, wn extendsd
Iternn) trade wis required, The' sen-
tHons penr and retnole were for the fimt
time brovght fres to face, and bound to-
gether in desperate endeavor for & comes
mun ahject, e

“Men who had before bean strungers
becaime co-workers and personad
friends, Though the standard of mo-
radity was debased, they lesrned well
the advantages of unlon, of combined
effort and socind Intercourse which they
were glow to forget. The aooxmplish-
ments  which individusis in high posl-
tions possessed bhecame by contaet and
the mugnetism of superior natures oom-
mon property, and reproduced thelp
lilee.

“"Emulation wag exclted and society
enlightaned, and ln o certaln sense iin.
proved and redined,

"There were In the army o féw fcs
complished and many respectable phys
sletiang and surgeons who witnesser gnd
shared the benefits of united effort—of
famlliur professional intercourse—and
who, when pewe returned, feared the
disinfegrating and depressing lofly-
ences  of isolation. It was to prevent:
thig Meastrous resultito o fine body of
mediesl men, who had lorgely contribis
ted 1o the snceess of the coloninl armies
in the feld, and the indepandenve of
these United States among the nations
of the world, that our srmy BUrgeons
resolved themselves Into county  and
Elate orgundzations to promole profes-
slonal exvellence, ng wall as to malntaiy
for the benedit off the whole cbuntry, tlis,
nuoléms of what they waw wes (0 hee
come one of the learneéd and most use.
ful professiotis upon our continent.™

A3 a writer upon finunos and politiosl
economyy, Dr. Bronson's opinlons havs
always been recelved with great respeot
wherever they have hecome known,

He was aip advocite of hard monag.
His father also was & local authovity
on financial questions, and established
the firat hank In Watarbury, of which
hg wes alwitys the president duning his
life; and many of the Bronson name in
this and other siates bave acquired pe-
nown as financiers, or as editors  of
financial journals and leading newspa.
pers outslde of New Bngland

Dir. Bronson hes read bofore this ap-
clety soveral papers epon Anancla) top-
lue, which have been published o its
archlves, and hove attracted wide mg-
tentdon, and I have high suthority for
Eaving that these papors, or apy one of
them, would bs sufficlent to sstablish &
brillant reputition for any writer upon
finunolil gquestions,

I need not remind the soclety that in
1863 hae read before this body, al con-
a very remarkable ge
rieg of papers, having for its title, fa 8
completed publication, “A Historioal
Account of Connaoticut Currency, Cop-
tinental Money and the Flounoes of the
Revolutlon,'s  ppe 188—forming  about

half of the first volume of the aocle«
nsactions
(Contlnued o Tenik Baged
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