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THE TOGGERY

Mesa’s Big Department Store

entral Arizona’s Great Shopping Center

 Peace and prosperity reign supreme over the vast rich fields on all sides of Mesa---the Wonder
. Queen City of Arizona. The Toggery’s phenomenal development into a big department store---one
of the greatest in all the Southwest---is linked with the progress of Mesa and the regions contributory
---and today stands the peer of mercantile establishments of this highly favored, superprosperous
section of Central Arizona.

| BRIEF SUMMARY OF MESA'S BiG DEPARTMENT STORE

I the Lest  short writer In
Amerien todny ahould he commissioned
to prodiee n briof fietionnd decmips of
the phenomenal rlse of o business cov- |
ering a poviod of ten years; he eold

sty

fiml pothing  more  alluring.  neither
iete por fletion eould be asaembled
ihat  wauld make more  Interesting

venoing than the simple higtory of the
growth of The Toggery In Mesia, The
of The ‘Pogegery is full of #c-
Pyery vonr has heon Tull to aver-
fowlng.  Theee has not been o back-
word slep nor w retrogvession,  The
Iatory grows from o small beginning |
1o o erand fnile—what could be more |
interesting
Na hetler tilme has ever occurred for
(he celebrntion planned the coming
week than just ps the store completing
its tenth year of suctess and achieve-
ment.  Attaining  success, rosperity,
leadership are alf conses for celebra- |
tlon, Al of these could have been Ii!-‘
tingly acknowledged the first yvear org
the second yeur or the third yeur or ul
the el of any of the ten yeurs but
there wig one thing that caused the
munagement to yefrain—to witit until
a decade had peen rounded out  and
then with one mighty effort put on o
velebration thut wonbd make up for all
Inpreee in the past and go down in the
nistory of the munlcipality ng an event |
thnt would lopg be remermnbered. !
It seeme such @ ghort time ngo when
The Togeery Legan In such o small way |
and when compared with the present
department  store bearing the same
name it seems impossible that the two |
store dre connected by ten busy years
of mierchandlzing, yor within those ten
vours lies the hasis of this account.
Tiwe  rvesidents who were walking
alime the south slde of West Main
gireel one morning ten years ago this
gpring  were somewhat surprised to
lenrn that n new establishiment had
opensd s doorh ta the upblis. A few
ventored inside thet first day where
they learned (hat the stock consisted
principally  wr n very limited assort-
ment of men's togs pnd gome very lnrge
trunks, The trunks were given a wr\1
prominent place from the fact that
they assisted materially in filling up |
the hare wills and made the stock!
sopm more pretentious than it renlly
wins, HMowever., while the stock was)
limited, 1he optimistic enthusiasm of?

Wistors
tion,

Grorge A. Johnsgon, was unlimited, He
hog personally selected his stock. He
knew what the people wanted In Mess
ang he bought Judicionsly and earerully
ever lieeping in mind wha the people
wanted. That seme motto adopted ear-
I¥ in his busginess life he s alwayvs
Kept and In g medsurs it has ailded ma-
terially In- Insuring hi= soccess, Only
4 month Lefore golng into business he
Wig o consumer. His personality ent-
ored into every purchase. He estimat-
od o bitl of goode bofore signing an
orider with this thought: Is this the
Kind oy goods that 1 would want to buy
from o retailer? The plan worked ad-
mirably. The fame of The Toggery he-
Ban  to  sprentl. It hecame EKnown
among the Young men thnt the really
gmart ties and haberdashery could be
secured at The Toggery, Workingnten
Jeirned that dependuble clothes—the
substuntial kind—econld be foond at
The Topgery. Coupled with these facts
wen' the prices that were reasonable.
The result wos not |Jong in coming.
The Toggery begag to grow. The walls
which were sparsely stocked hegan to
B filledd,  More cistomers began walk-
ing out of the little store with bundles

uider their arms,  Whenever they
nesiled  mory  clothes  they  returned
ngnin and  again, Competition  was

kicey in those flrst vears but neverthes

F. W. McNamara, President

; was oomvinelng, However,

legs the little store doubled and quad-
rupled its business until it became nec-
ecaenry 1o seek larger and more com-
modious quarters and when the splen- |
did Chandler building was completed
it was The Toggery that moved into
the lurgest section. The buyvers uumm-;
ued to incrense nnd the demand became
s0 great that a Ladies Toggery wos ud- ]
ded to meet the needs. Thut same
careful business judement prevalled.
The nowest things In ladies ready to
wenr and millinery came by express|
direct from the fashlon centers of the |
ensat, It was an innovation In Mesa but
the response was immedinte and far
reaching. The end of the sixth yr‘ar|
saw in The Toggery one of the most |
up to the minute stocks within the
borders of the state. There was o con- |
stantl incrense of patronage, there way |
a constnnl demand for more goods
#uch ag the Toggery carried and at
sieh prices as The Toggery offered
when the word went out that The Tog- |

rtrlmum-_ Hundreds of fepr of floor
spuce  behind  the wide windows =
fgiven over to o showing of the many

things In store for the hurried pur-every department of his agrent storc. | rate it

=tores
I& meint by

| chaser,  In side the spaclous
will e found just what
the word service uand
Dreseing rooms galore, mirrors. eyery-
where, competent salesmen with ldeas
pup to the minuie on what = latest in
apparel, rest rooms, mexznnine floor
overiooking the dry zoods snd men's
depurtment, dressing rooms and lsvi-
tories,

| However, the Code builiding wibieh |
|ll wis bstimaied would bold the con- |
teern for several months to come was
lsoon tmxed w its eapacity and the
entire  west wing of the Chandler
bnflding waos again leaged and o for- |
niture  department  added. At this
{ fumeture Rt Reynolds who had
een with The Togpeery the previous
II'uul' vears took 4 nomingl share in
tthe furniture business. From the

gery must have more room”. Compe-  Geo. A. Johnson, Sccrttlry-Tuuuraertsm the department BFew rapldly,

tition had heen cast aside and there |
wits but onco competitor, The Phoenix |
stores, There g sald to be n delusion
in every man thot greener pastures lie !
over the mext hill. Mesa people were '
imbued with the idea that they ecould
do hetter in Phoenix the same a8 Phoe-
nix people have an Idea: that they ean
do bettér in Los Angeles. However,
The Toggery met the proposition
sgnarely dnd falrly. The stock was
increased, the prices were lowered,
comparisons were amade, the result
wns astonishing. As a rezalt very
few people rade o Phoemix  and
many Phoenlz people my Ip Mesa.
They have discovered that the very
Intest or as Inte ns telegraphic orders
with express shlpments can moke
them can be secored here. The in-
novation has been apprecinted and in
that appreciation The Toecgery has
been ahle {o convinee Mesa people
that they absclutely exp secure bet-
ter bargaing not only in dependable
merchandise but in lower prices right
bere in Mesn,

The “Trade at Home' argument
i meant
the same old ery for more room for
the prowing corcern and last year
the clesant W. H, Ceie bullding wns
completed and The Togegry maved

in an a ten years ledue.

“find

and General Manager

Previous 1o moving into the Cade
building 1. W, MeXNamara, woesterp:
representative of the largest whole-

sale concorn cdeallng e goods Landl-
ed by Thy Torgery, purchased the
interests of 1. 1L Jobnson, who had

been  financinlly  connected with  the
business from the first, The addi-
tion of Mr. McNaman to the eon-

cern wns A stroke of business judg-
ment. In Nig position be is placed In
direct touch with the great bargnin
centers amd with im in the concern
the porchasing power of tae estab-
lishment was enabled o make prices
beyondd all competition

While the rise of the Toggery has
heen phenomenal it le Interesiing to
stop for one instant o delve  below
the sorface o find the onuse. There
is 0 reason thet stnmdg out promi-
pent and  poramovot and which in
the belief of the management i= in o
muanfier largely  responsible for  the
suceess, It is simply that the per
cent of profit ihat has been made
feom  the sale of merchandbze has
gone back inte the business to secure
efficiency, service and  dependability,
No where else in the state will one
such an arrny of plate glass
windows decoratsd by o professional

| People who had formed the habit of
going elsewhere for their furniture
were Invited to vigiy the Toggery, thes
saw, compared and slaved to pur—'
chame,  Follwing the installation of
the furniture depurtment wis thas of
the department of hardware. Like-
wise it has started out along Toggery |
lines and promises to e 2 great spo- |
cess,  Gradoally the Jden of o de-|
partment store is  being worked oul |
until Mesa hns every reason to Ias
proud of the big hoalthy growing
concern which has now advanced to
the important position when Jt =
second to none within the bovodaries
of the state

The Man Who Makes It Go

From the outsst the persopality of
George A, Johnson  has been  (hie
power in the dynmmo thal makes the
wheels o ‘ronnd. No mon in the
state conld be in closer touch with
every detnil of the businexa than e
There Iz no artlele (oo smnll nor
busginess proposition too glgantic for
him to fail to know if it comes with-
in the =cope of the Tezeery. e how
with far seeing vislon planrsd  far
into the future and has  bad the

cournge of hls convictions o back

hiz fuidgment with woney and energy. |

e & a young man, full
and vitality and the red

business  aclivity pulsates  through

Abwnys working in bnrmony with his|
depastment  heads he i= ennbled tal

no matter how liotrinsic a detafl lr:
niny appear. Not aply is he alive to
the selling end but twice each year
bhe invades the ecastern markets of
Boston, Dhiladelphian and New York,
arning new ideas weiting frst hand
information and incidentally scuurlngl
conntry for goods, dependable mer-
chanidise that he may bring to his
big store and sell to his friends, his |
nequaintanee of many years, who|
iaow him by the familiar pname of
George,  He, Hke all successful hm-i-‘
negs mean has  been  eriticized the
wore  important  objection has been
thint he is ten veurs in advance of
the times. He has onswered this
that Mesa has a foture and that i% iz
up o The Toggery o contlnue
abreast of the town amd hat in the
future a= in the past if his advanced
idene are o favlt that he will be
even open to greater eriticlsEm than
in the past, N is his contention that
e Togeery will continue to go

onward and upward growing from

R. C. Reynolds, Manager Dry Goods
Department

of vigor:year to
Hleod of *hence will see as groat advancement

yvear and that (lem wyears

as in the past ten yenrs. At am
must be conceded that The
Toggery has Rept pace with the
growth of the community and has

efficloncy, keep in direct touch with, everything  provided the residents with sn im-

portant adjunct In a commercial
way: a place where they were en-
abled to purchase needed articles a’
A more reasonable priee than in the
larger cities and st the same time
with the assurance that they were
getting the latest in styles and pat-
terns.

Men’s
Department

One of the most important adjuncts
to the Toggery is its Men's depart-
ment.  The business was started as
an  exclusive men's store and cven
in the rapld growth of the concern
the important features which made
the concern grow from such a small
beginning have not been lost gight of.
Prominent in the men's department
is Mr. . E. Angulo, one of the best
known salesmen in men's lines In the
state. He iz the personification of
courtesy. He is at all times nac-
commodating and spares no pains io
muke o costomer eatisfled, He i9
at all times accomodating and spares
no pains to make & customer satis-
fied. He i=s in direct tonch with
every line within his department and
has nt all times the prices nnd merits
of his goods eon his tongue's ond,

Suits

In Men's Clothing. The ‘Teggery Is
truly the ‘Home of Hart Schaffner
& Marx.,” The L-8Bysltem especially
adapted (o young men i3 another
celebrated ilne carried. Ripht at tlus
time the firm is featuring a splendic
array of Palm Beach Suvits which
offer a varicty seldom found in cities
ten times the size of Mesn. FEastcr
togs are already on display and never
before was the Toggery better able
to meet the needs of the diserim-
inating well dresser than right now.
Moreover In instances where the ous-

(Continued on Next Fage)
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