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to the porch and gave him directions to
proceed to Los Angeles with part of themoney that had so mysteriously come into
her hands.

" I will follow you,M whispered Esther.
'I will not stay In this house,. where MrsL

Randolph, as Blair's cousin, cannot or will
not see how villainous and despicable
he is."

Esther to ; train to Los Angeles a week
after Quabba had departed for the west,
taking with him the pony and piano cart,
of which he was inordinately proud, to-
gether with Clarence, his simian collector
of external revenue.

Quabba had hardly superintended the
unloading of his traveling outfit from the
express car and secured lodging for him-
self when Ksther arrived in Los Angeles
also. Quabba, whose tastes were bohemian
If not vagrom. permitted himself a change
of costume so far as to take out his ear-
rings and don a straw hat, the very shape

coolly. "There Isn't anything you would
not dare for me or for anything else you
desire Esther Harding, for instance."

Blair winced. "Ah," continued Vivian,
mockingly, "I see that shot went home
and it was a chance one. It bears out Just
what I am telling you and Just what you
say. There isn't anything you would not
dare." Toudare everything: that's the trou-
ble. Tou dare to love me and you dare to
love the shy and timid gypsy girl. - Well,
If we have double lives why may we not
have double loves? Now, don't scowl, Blair,
my dear; you can't frighten me for one
moment. Physically you are stronger than
I am and I have no doubt If you had me
alone some place you might strangle me,
but you could not frighten me. Let us
talk, this matter over sensibly and you try
to control yourself. - Tou are too rash, too
apt to be carried away by your evil pas-
sions. There, that Is better," she added, as
the scowl left Blair's face and & wondering

Earls of Stanley. His methodical
mind compelled him to make every. effort
to locate the fugitive heir to the earldom
ere he roturned to England. Several inter-
views with Detective Tom Blake In Rich-
mond had impressed that keen individual
with the firm belief that Marmaduke
Smythe's loyalty to his trust as legal man
of the noble Stanley family In England had
made It second nature for Smythe to re-
gard the affairs of the Stanley line para-
mount to every other thing In the world.

Blake upon reflection had given the Eng-
lish lawyer a hint that John Powell in Los
Angeles could give him Information of the
missing Arthur Stanley, heir to the Stanley
earldom, as well as the missing diamond
from the sky. It was an Interesting game
to Blake, and he watched the moves of
those concerned, and none was more con-
cerned than he. He knew that Marmaduke
Smythe, for all his eccentricities, would
have suffered himself to tortures by the
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lady held the fort against the battering
police outside.

The houe had been a fine mansion In its
day. and the stout old door held stanchly.
Cut at last it gave way and in "poured the
police, who could gain no information from
the screaming, scratching haridan, who en-

deavored to bar their way, and so they
promptly laid hsnds on the landlady and
such of her lodgers as had not fled, and
haled them out to the patrol wagon and
bore them off.

Blake, Idling with the crowd, did not dis-
close himself, but, satisfied that Blair had
made good his escape and that no notoriety
or arrests to stir up matters that Blake, as

gent of Arthur desired to remain quies-
cent would follow, he returned, smiling in-

scrutably, to his office.
In a back street the fleeing Blair, noting

a standing automobile, whose driver was
stooping over by Its front wheel finishing
pumping up a tire, bowled over the startled
chauffeur and" drove off In the comandeered
car at breakneck speed. He draw his hat
down over his eyes and bent low over the
wheel as, half way to Mrs. Randolph's
house, he flashed past the taxlcab contain-
ing Esther and Quabba. Blair grinned to
himself, recovering all his evil sangfroid,
to note that the Inquisitive monkey. Clar-
ence, at the window of the taxlcab had cut
him off from the view of those within as he
sped past them. .

Halting his car In front of Mrs. P.an-rolp-

mansion, Blair hastily donned a
linen automobile coat and a driver's cap
with goerglea on the vleor lying In tho car
seat. Hiding his own hat and dust covered
coat under the seat cushion and wearing
the auto togs, he was the first person to
greet Esther and Quabba when their taxi-ca- b

drew up and they alighted.
The taxi driver, evidently In the pay

and at tho orders of Detective Blake, drove
away without a word, and despite the In-

dignant protests of both Esther and Quab-
ba. Blair OHtfaced them with his declara-
tion tbat he was Innocent of any lodging
house encounter, but on the contrary had
been riding all day In the car he had
borrowed from a friend.

Mrs. Randolph, meeting the excited group
In her doorway, promptly fell Into " a state
of nerves" at the problem that confronted
her when the Indignant Quabba and the

E5THER BREATHLESSLY" PRE5BfTED.THBCHrCGE5 OF BRUTAL TREACHERYAGrlN5T BLAIR.,

made him selfish? Did he still love her.', aa
alster or awtetheart?
r Lonely, apprehensive, even disheartened.
Esther felt that to be coolly received iy
Arthur would be the last straw. The aect
Joy she had felt to realize that 'she- - woa
the rightful heir of Stanley; had passed.
She had been denied her birthright so lone
that she could feel ' no gladness at the '
thought of being accepted as Esther Stan-
ley rather than Esther Harding, the poor
gypsy girl. Only Arthur, only the love she
bore for him. made her steadfast. She felt
Bhe could go away and. die of a broken
heart if he had changed and with his mil- -'
Hons had grown arrogant, selfish, and cold!
toward her. She regretted she had gone Into
the wilderness to seek him. Might she
not have better stayed in Los Angeles till
Arthur returned and meet him. there? But
then there was Blair. Blair was seeking
Arthur, too. . ,

Arthur had been Blair's comrade In their
wild boyhood and even wilder young man-
hood. Blair might poison Arthur's mind
against her. Blair was despicable enough
for such an action. No, she would keep on,
he would see Arthur. If his eyes lit up

Vlth love and Joy at the sight of her she
would tell him all and beg his protection
from Blair.

And so Esther mused as the stage rocked
and creaked on Its way up the mountain
passes to the mines.

Meanwhile Blair is making his way In
the roadster he has hired for the purpose
as best he can over the rough reads
through the mountains that he curses con-
tinually. It is prophetic of his Curses and
forebodings that the front axle of his car
anaps and It Is disabled on the mountain
side. He walks afoot and arrives at the
blacksmith shop near the mines, to encoun-
ter an old acquaintance Luke Lovell.

:

Luke Lovell has sentenced himself to
hard labor as a blacksmith helper since the
death of his evil companion In Santa Bar-
bara bay the night when the diamond from
the sky dropped Into the waters of the bay
In that death struggle In the darkness.

From Lovell Blair, after mutual proffers
of friendship and assistance, learns that
Arthur Stanley, or John Powell aa he la
now known, has left for other mines he Is
considering purchasing, far across the val-
ley In another range of mountains.

Meanwhile Quabba. disobeying Esther's
commands through his very affection for
her, has taken the next train and arrives
at the lonely station, only to be Informed
that the stage to the mines does not meet
any train here save the earlier one,, in
order to avoid a Journey that would be
made doubly perilous by darkness.

A group of fishermen to whom the islands
Off the wild seaeoast hereabout offer good
phlng in their waters, have alighted with
Quabba. They banter the poor Italian that
he Is anxious to reach the mines thirty
miles away np the mountains. One prof-
fers him a slightly broken fishing rod and '

tells him to be philosophical and fish till
the stage shall come on the morrow to bear
him to his destination. Quabba wonders
if he may not miss Esther if he goes afoot.
Irresolutely he takes the fishing rod and,
follows the fishermen. He' is told that the j

mountaineers and miner sometimes come
down to the coast for the fishing and that he '
may be given a ride back by buck board tr
wagon to the mine by some of these who
may be returning. So Quabba plays hla luck
and goes fishing, not so much for a. fish
aa to angle for a ride to the mountain mine
where Esther has gone seeking Arthur.
Quabba meets with no friendly fishermen
from the hills with buckboard or wagon
returning to the mine. He fishes afid

-- wishes he bad started afoot, let the dis-
tance and the roughness of the road be
what it may.

The sport is good, save. that Quabba' Is
annoyed by the aggressive boldness", - or
friendliness. Quabba can hardly tell whl(h,
of a persistent pelican. It Is a great fat,
white pelican, which reminds Quabba .very
much of a certafn pompous, long nosed,
corpulent southern magistrate who wore a
white waistcoat and mulcted Quabba' of,
flO for playing hand organ music without
a license. Quabba remembers this magis-
trate with extreme distaste, and the 'pell-ca- n

resembles him so much that Quabba
hated the pestiferous bird all the more In
consequence. ' j

The stage to the mines stops at. the
blacksmith shop. A broken linchpin Is
giving trouble. Luke starts to ad-

just a new lynch pin. Blair Stanley,
within the darkened shop, for he half ex-

pected recognition by some one; saw Es-

ther, as Esther shrank back from the win-
dow at sight of Luke. Luke, In turn, waa
busy at his work at the wheel and gave no
attention to the passengers, except one. an
Englishman with side whiskers, who hunrr
out of the coach and annoyed him with
foolish questions.

When Luke came Into the shop for tools.
Blair drew him to one side and whispered:
" There la some one in that coach who will
ruin our game with Arthur Stanley. You
know what to do! " , t

Luke had a dim remembrance of, the
English lawyer, and not having seen Es-
ther in the coach, deemed Blair referred to
that pestering individual. Luke noJded
grimly and replaced the broken linchpin
with the broken linchpin, and called to
'the driver, "It's all right," grandl.fr waving',
aside the driver's proffer of "two bits,", for
Blair had paid for the work with a .wenty
dollar bill.

Down by the rugged coast line thirty
miles away Quabba was fighting the fight
that Is the true flsherman'a delight with
some great and game fish, aad had forgot-
ten the pestiferous pelican lurking baldly--

'near. -
Par away along the crest of the mount-tai- n,

beside a precipitous dizzying declivity
the broken .linchpin does Its work. - The
wheel comes off and spins away, the coach
topples over,' the tongue snaps oft short,
and the- great swaying Vehicle falls over
and rolls and gathers momentum- - aa. lt.
rolls, while Esther and the English lawyer
huddle in Its groaning interior, spun round
and round with the rolling coach, too ter-
rified to shriek. And then the coach
strikes a great boulder and smashes aa. an
egg would smash. - A spurt of dust, and
then stillness. .

From tragedy to comedy-dram- a the dis-
tance Is thirty miles. On the rocky sea- -'

shore- - Quabba- - lands-ti-ts quarry." m treat,
quivering fish. Caught In its gllls . and
partly hanging from Its moutn Is .a chain
of antique workmanship, and from It dan
gles the diamond from the sky."

And then the great white pelican swoops
down and bears off the fish and the great
glistening Jewel the-- - diamond from .. the,
ky is ho longer In the seal

(To be Continued.) ',

, tTirorsia or preceding chapters.
I A tHttf1 feod. ensenoerel over an iivii kin. " tbe
4:serand from ttie foomt In a m-t- ir ly so sn--

tor. has eiiate-.l- t eeto-ee- OL Arttmr Stanley and
Bt eoaaln, .loose Lamar Stanley. Tbe feud la aue- -

anente by tfce fart tlxt tb aoceeesloa to the Stanley
earldom la England r.ijr com to an American famUy.
Wieo eta wire diva after hating iWen birth to a

'"noahtef Cel. Ctaotay bora and aohatttote aa nelr
" bora. cypay boy. Three yeara later tli a.rpaj

notb-- r. Mac, ateala the rotool'a daucifter. woo Is
bets reared ! aerret. sad obtains pnsaeailon of tbe

llaaond from the ky " and a document tbat bolda
tbv-a-rr- t of the fie belr.
.'When the dausliter. Bather Stanley, srows op.
""I return arltb her to Stanley ball. rr. n-- a

a anMtl that be Vep tbe ' fltamond from
tbe akr." aJopts Rather It bnpea tbat tbe supposed
Aruw Stanley II.. "bo la Harar'a arm. will marry
CtUer arxl le--o- c BilMreea of Stanley ball. Blair
rlaley. Artlnr'a romln, who would be tbe rightful

fmMr to t eal'lom If the troth were known, slao
raJoj le We with Esther. .

U tnneaanrtnt; to ateal the ' diamond from rha
aT fm Vr. Lee. Blair eanaea tbe old doctnra

' :". Arthoe aoaonte tbe rant of the murder la the
Kre ibat be klmaelf will eaeape and Elalr. who ta a
rtvfllaate. will nee a atralzhter life. Hiir and
Etbr are eetahllahed In Stanley ball after Ratar has
Mahttat-e- Blalr'a ro'lt tbrangh finger print eldene.' BUtT o the meantime baa fallen In k with vlvtaa

Uaten. aa adeentaeeo. and. dlnleed and In poaeea-!o- a

of tli " dlaavsd from tbe aky." elopes wrrh ber.
alttwnai the siarrlige reremonr waa neTer rompleted.

. Mr. Stanley, aenafag that Esther I the real heir,
ptaoa t stake friend with ber and effect a marriage
between W ..1 r.lair Stanley, ber dlrcrared ann.
Br iaon that If Fether marrtea Blair ngar woold
wtthfr-- say aermatinpa or rmnfa of hi- - gout la ron-ett-

with tbe morder of Vr. Lee. Kether In tbe
reanflme ba rISed Harar'a atmng hoi and

proof that abe. Catber. la the real belr. Hhe rraolrea
y ehbis atvwt . At Mra. atanley'a reoneef.

atfcer at naaur wnfanr bey te Mra. Rtmdotfdt's
If Riewn-on- Bitrglara loot the train oa whl--h nialran V TiTaa are rhttng and take from room the " dta-"-4

trora tbe ky.".- - Ttrlan. enraged. henw oyer
rod en btm with exrosorc nnleea be

dianrwl.
"2.ar retama to Rtebnond. and. ending Kernel

erreeaM.. enrrta ber In order to aronaa the
of, Tbrlsn. P.ssar'a rr:id. affected by an aeHdent In

OW camoi wandra. and rrrfcr leerwa that to
,r," " wmal rwrut-- aa operation eonrlng

W."" will feeeoaary. Mra. WanleT offer retherr o on eamntVm II at 5ie marry Blair, not
Ktbee refaeea.
, A --toor ! apnrrtna' the rte- - loot aa rsen"irtl akt nn from The tnna f atrtta-er-a

and bean rb'r and n-r- rie eomlora Tom WlaHe.
th nVteerore. Icatrnrtim Mm to defray all of Hrar-- a

evnenoea and to b!4 In n Strnler ITaTI. feature,
aeeen-vhile- . eea tmm The o to mnp the
l'"""1 n of mtr ntaOUvr Rhe Intend to flad
Aeramr Plske. fntMeartnc orroetnne, bwra KtatnVy
Nail. fjke InrelL toe ainl. by a trlek of fate
agatn roaa. a arm the dtamood from fhe ttfcr nod

It tor a nnsrt or weHy. Art or a" " Jrthn
. remti aaeanwhrie. atrlke ft rteb In ofl and l bo-r-'e- d

ta fjoa AnSelea. At the heiarbt of th-- feetlTt-ie- o

a reeeteea word n Wke M-- .Ethr baa
departed " for porta nfiknowo. Tbta blow rrnehes
Wm. Aa to the fnamoott. I.ike and hta fellow boot-keky-

onarf--t aeee Its iaa. ealim and the rtlamonlr Into fhe Palne. near fbinta Moi.
I Trelan. leornloe of Arthor'a aodden wealth:

bee ottentwoio to Plotr h (he nor-e-- fhaf
tbey will ho ante to atrip Mm of lrla gold.

Elt. tioweeer. --an rther Meal from her the
eee that woold rnar-- n rh "tney t reterr

Qoxhfce otarra on kla "rip wet In aaariH of Arttmr.
ant la elerd la arret ear goeident and la taken
a Ma room, whirher T.fT roea to attend blav
There niair to eeOfh Efher. hot Blaka the
deteettee. niagntaed aa a naotta-- . raffle) to Betbea-'-
ree-o-e. and la a mad eneonnter Blair Is beaten Into

trrrr?rW; ins: By Soy L. McOarden 1

Cai-PTE- XIV,
Ton LOVH Xp VOttT.

UT frtirn (ho rlrkfrty old mansion, long0' rnr- -
. to slattern chabblness as a

lodging house, ramo Defective Tom
Blake In hi gulre of overgrown
booth!-k- . - He led .Ihe dsred and

bewildered En'her by the wrist, and fol- -
. 1 "win g after her. forgetting In his

me nt tbe hurts he had sustained, came the
deroted Qnahba. Inquiries un-

heeded by Esther aa to whether ehe had
been hart, and divided between hlrt worry

lover Ms young mistress and the fright-
ened chatter of Clarence, the monkey who
tiu::g desperately 'to him. Quabba submit-
ted to bela.j hustitd After Esther Into th
waiting taxlcah. which drove oft as though
at command, leaving the boo" black upon

' the scene. :'."...'. v

From the dark and dingy Interior of the '

lrjdfflng house ceane 4 cloud ff dnat, rnlpd
ty the falling or the rickety old stairway
and landing lu tho battlewlth Blair.

TSie blow j and gin sodden landlady,I.roused now to an acute perception of the
trouble to. come from stood In
the doorway, screaming, as the 1dle and
shabby, population of that mean part of
Richmond came flocking to tbe scene, won-
dering If It were murder, robbery, or both.
Blake In his bootblack guise mingled with
the throng as a spectator, waiting to see
If Blair would bt brought out from the
interior wrecks ,Ta. tiring or dead. At the
arrival of the police wagna the screaming
landlady slammed the. door. and' barred It
Inside, among the-- wreckage of the fallen
staircase and landing.' niair, revived from
the stwnnlng effects of his fall; palled him-
self to his feet.- - rejoicing that beyond a

V brnlnen he was not Injured. He scram- -
t over the debris and down the cellar

Sveaa and over the dirty Uttered back yard
u4 away, while yet the hysterical land

ft
a.H I

Indians, who In the British barrister's
foggy mind still lurked In ambush In tho
Jungles of America, rather than betray a
Stanley of the blood.

Blake not only gave the timid yet loyal
lawyer a hint, he also give him a letter of
introduction to "John Powell" couched in
guarded terms.- - So Marmaduke Smythe
departed for "the veldt," as he expressed
it, taking with him an elephant rifle, and
as a further incltation to the hunt the
mounted deer head he had bought at the
sheriff's sale at Stanley hall. Lawyer
Smythe had a shawl strap arrangement
with which he carried this Incongruous
object as hand luggage with him on all
his Journeyings In barbarous America. So
highly had he come to esteem this trophy
of the chase that by some strange mental
process, wherein the wish was father to
the thought, the English lawyer had come
firmly to believe that the deer head he so
highly prized was actually the spoil of his
own gun.

" I figure It out this way," Smythe ex-- .

plained to Blake. "Tou remember I was
In the wilds of Virginia twenty years agoT
I detrained In the dark amid the howls of
Bavages and wild beasts. I fired my gun-t- here

was silence. The, late Judge Stanley
afterwards chaffed me about It, saying I
had fired at frogs. But It Is very strange
that I should not have noticed this deer
head at Stanley hall at that time. It la
my belief that In" discharging my gun Into
the Jungle I slew this stag. The carcass
was found by the natives, doubtless, and
the- - head was mounted by Col. Stanley. I
felt sure It belonged to me when I first
saw it at the sale at Stanley hall soma
months ago. So I purchased it before you
bought in the hall and everything else for
this mysterious unknown client of yours.

"I guess that's the way It was, major,
replied the quizzing detective.

" Look here, old chap, I wish you would
"not call me major. I am at the bar, you
know, and not In the army! Our family
never went In for the army, you know."

The detective smiled and shook hands
with the lawyer and replied: "Well, I
hear you call some kinds of English law-
yers, sergeants. It's my mistake, major."

So In due time Solicitor Smythe found
himself with gun and deer head trophy in
far Los Angeles. "Always too late, my
word!" he exclaimed when Informed that
John Powell was at his far distant mining
properties In another part of the state.
"But I shall follow him and knock over
somebig game in the interim," he added.

"There ain't no big gapie In the" Interim,"
vouchsafed the office boy at the headquar-
ters of the Good Hope Oil company. "But
there's big game In the mountains, mister."

"Quite so; quite so!" replied Marmaduke
Smythe, and took his departure.

Where passengers for the Lady Veronica
mines alighted from, the train at a small
and desolate way station, a dally stage
conveyed them to the mines, thirty miles
away up the rocky mountain passes.

There was another' passenger besides
Smythe. who still carried his gun and the
deer head trophy as well as his dress suit
case. ' This passenger was' a very pretty
young woman in a neat dark blue traveling
costume. Had Smythe a. good memory for
faces he might have recollected his fellow
passenger as a young girl he had recently
seen at Stanley hall. - .

But Esther recognized ' the lawyer and
"Shrank back Into' her corner of the seat
In the somewhat dim Interior of the rattle-
trap and battered old stage coach. - Esther
alone In the world and sorely tried, sus-
pected every one, after her experience with
Blair and his mother and even the friendly
though wishy-wash- y Mrs. Randolph. Her
hope, her desire was to see Arthur. Now
that he was rich and powerful she deter-
mined to be guided in her action's by Ar-
thur's reception - of her. - Waa he much
changed? Had success turned his head and

look of puzzled curiosity succeeded the
glare of murderous anger in his eyes.

"Now listen," said Vivian. "Tou know
how the desire for the diamond obsessed
you when you saw it in the hands of the
old doctor whom you murdered for it. I
do not care if this diamond rightfully be-
longs to you or whether It rightfully be-

longs to Arthur Stanley and I do not care
whether your suspicions as to his being
In your way wrongfully are correct or not.
I only know that Arthur Stanley Is known
out here as John Powell, and I only know
that John Powell has many millions and is
making more. Tou cannot expose him, be-
cause, after all, he knows he Is not guilty
of the murder of Dr. Lee, and he knows
you are. That he has tacitly accepted the
guilt by his flight from Virginia and living
here under a false name does not concern
me. I only know that you hate him and
that he is fond of you. In the minds of
those who knew him In Virginia he is be-

lieved to be a murderer, and he lets this
onus rest on his name, or rather the name
he wore back there, for your sake.

" If the diamond rightfully belongs to
Arthur Stanley I will marry him for It,
even as I married you for it. and If you
say a word I will send you to the gallows.
Aa desperate as you are, my dear Blair. I
can see you do not wish to go to the gal-
lows; you do not wish even to be charged
and tried and Imprisoned for the murder
you know you are guilty of, although you '

told Arthur that Dr. Lee died from excite-
ment when you broke Into his house to get
the diamond.

" If you are the rightful heir to the dia-
mond and the earldom, all well and good.
I want the diamond and I would dearly love
to be Lady Stanley of Stanley castle. War-
wickshire. But your very recklessness has
placed you In your present position. Tmi
can claim nothing. So, if you will think
it over you will see that while we had
better work together it must not be aa
man and wife. Tou are apt to venture too
rashly and I cannot be identified with you.
The diamond from the sky has"disappeared.
but John Powell's millions are very tangi-
ble. No matter what I do to gain the
money or the diamond you must not inter-
fere. If all goes well we may gain the
diamond, the earldom, and John Powell's
money together. We hold Arthur Stanleys
secret, and that Is a good advantage at the
start.

"Now you go and find him; he Is at these
mines he has Just bought. He will be as
glad to see you as he was in Richmond.
He does not know your true character as
I do. He will make you his manager or
partner, for he Is generous and will be
glad to have his kinsman, if you are his
kinsman, and boyhood comrade with him.

"On my part I will interject myself Into
his affairs either with your aid or without.
We will work togethar and I promise you
that In the end If all goes well we will
have our desires. Mine is to have money,
to be Lady Stanley, and, above all, to pos-
sess the diamond from the sky. Tour de-

sire, you say, is to possess me. There la one
way help me get the diamond: help me get

John Powell ' in my power we may need
his money for ail our purposes! "

So this was their strange compact, and
Blair departed for the mines In an automo-
bile to throw himself Into Arthur's way.

Quabba. passbag the hotel where Blair
and Vivian had their meeting, got a
glimpse of them parting in the street. He
telephoned to Esther where she was stop-
ping and Esther resolved to start at once
to find Arthur before Blair reached him.
Again Esther thought it best that she go
alone. But Quabba, ' parted with at the
depot, took the next train after Esther, j
first leaving Clarence, the monkey, arid
the pony and the other equipment in good
hands. :

There was another seeker for " the Gold-
en Man " in Los Angeles. : It was none
other than Marmaduke Smythe, the eccen- - .
trie English legal representative of the

and feci of which he detested, and Imme-
diately sought for "John Powell." Under
this name Arthur Stanley was a leading
figure in Los Angeles, and Quabba coon
found himself at the offices of the Good
Hope Oil company.

Here a supercilious office boy and a con-
descending telephone girl reluctantly In-

formed tho strange looking- Inquirer that
Mr. John Powell had gone far off into the
distant Sierras to acquire some mines. It
would seem that John Powell, the new oil
millionaire, was extensively branching out
Into other industrial investments.

It was this same information, buf more
agreeably given, that was vouchsafed to
Blair when he called later In the day, at
the suggestion of Vivian Marston when
Blair had Joined In Los Angeles this viva-clo- us

lady, who had married him In haste
for tho diamond and parted from him in
equal celerity at the loss of it.

.. J, d.&m

OUT. TO THE rttTQOL. WAGON,

From the beginning Vivian made their
relative positions clear to Blair.

"You are a very dear boy," she said,
"and there Is a refreshing air of youth-fulne- ss

about your wicked ways. But you
are so delightfully Incapable of doing the
right thing when there la a wrong; thing;
to do at the same time that I cannot be
too closely concerned with you In the mat-te- rs

we have in hand. I want the diamond
from the sky. I don't care where it is or
who has It. I would sell my soul for it, and
I would not care how many lives stood in
the way of my desire; no, not even If your
life was one of them, my dear boy. And
In your way you are most Interesting and
engaging, for." and with dancing eyes and
a mocking Bmile she got between the table
and the too ardent Blair, " you are the
youngest husband I ever had!"

Blair's eyes glittered murderously. "Tou
go too far with me, Vivian!" he panted.
" No one knows better than you that there
Isn't anything I wouldn't dare for you!"
' Vivian seated herself on the edge of the
table, still keeping Blair .at his dlstanee
with a significant gesture of calm earnest-
ness. ..i .

"That Is Just the trouble," she answered

THE POLICE RUSHED THE LANDLADY

more than Indignant Esther breathlessly
presented their charges of brutal treachery
and perfidy against Blair, who stllf Insist-
ently proclaimed his Innocence with an air
of half Indignation, half puzzled good na-

ture. -
1 am snre I do not know what to say!"

moaned Mrs. Randolph. "But surely, Es-
ther, you and this uncouth gypsy person
with you. with his horrid monkey, must be
mistaken. No Stanley ' would do such a
thing. I nm sure! No Stanley would asso-

ciate with uncouth gypsy persons who con-
stantly fondled spidery monkeys! I begged
you not to fro without a chaperon, and now
see what has happened! She should not
have gone without a chaperon, should she, -

Blair? And aa for accusing Blair of such
dreadful things, hasn'tt the poor boy told
you that you are mistaken?"

Seeing that Mrs. Randolph was Utterly
unable to believe BTalr guilty of his despic-
able actions, and utterly astounded at the
cool effrontery of Blair and his brazen de-

nials. Esther dismissed her- - one faithful,
loyal friend, "the. uncouth gypsy person
with the spidery monkey," as Mrs. Ran-
dolph designated Quabba. and with head
erect and biasing eyes she followed Quabba
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