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~ $10,000 for 1,000 Words or Less

|
;{’ for an idea for a Sequel to

“THE DIAMOND FROM.THE SKY”’

The American Film Manufacturing Company’s
Picturized Romantic Novel in Chapters.

Ll
ad

wrotinued story.

tion picture rights.

This contest is open to any man, woman or child who is not connected di-
vectly or indirectly with the Film Company or the newspapers publishing the
-

You are advised to see the continued photeplay in the theaters, read the
#ory as it runs every week, and then send in your suggestion.
“§ to: aarrative in print and cbserving the action on the screen you will be given
= splendid opportunity to supply a suggestion for a sequel.

A board of three judges will decide which of the suggestions received is
™ot acceptable. The judgment of that board will be absolute und final.

) SPECIAL NOTICE:

Suggestions for a sequel willLbe accepted up to and including February 20,
1916. Aa it is the IDEA that is wanted, no attention will be paid to literary
style.’” Contestants must confine their cortributions to 1,000 words or less.

2 The prizse award te be payment in full for all literary, dramatic and mo-

Send all cu.gmlkm to THE AMERICAN FILM MANUFACTURING
COMPANY, 6227 BROADWAY, CHICAGO, ILL.

By following

- BYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CHAPTERS.
|- A witted tend. engendered over am heliioom,  tbe
Wsmond from the sky,” fonod in 8 meteor Ly AU aD
wogtar. has ecsipt=d between (SL Acthur Sinley and
Bh comstn, Jodge Lamar Stanley., The feud Is aug
mented Ly thr fact that the anceession to tie Stanfey
earidom 18 Eugiand may csne o an American family.
} My wife dies after haviag glven birih 1o a
fanmEhter Col. Kranlay buys amd wubstitntes as helr o
e® born. gFpey bor. Three years lates the gypay
Eatier. Magar, steals the ralon~l's dauglier, who Is
beipe rented In secret, and obtaina prssemilon of the
" llamend fram the »ky ©° and 8 docoment that bolds
b Secret 0f (be false helr
o ben the deughter, Fsther Stanler, grows op,
Hugar rerures with ber to Stenley hull. Dr. Las ox
Neting we a capdition Mhat be kesp the ** Alamond from
e akr."' sdopta Estber 16 hopes that the seppows]
Aribur Stanley 15.. wim s Hagear's son, will marry
Estoer anl berce mistress of Staniey hall Blale

lor. Artbur's cousdn, who weoald be the tightful
Belr o The bartilom If the truth were Enowa, alss
falls 1o Yore with Esther.

= #ndeavaring to stesl the * diamond from the

Y from Dr. Lee. Hisir fanses the oll doctor’s
GpRih,  Arthur assomes the onna of the musdes In the
Pape that he Bimrelf will escape and Elatz, who in &
peofiigate, will lNve a stralghter 1ife.  Heger and
@‘Ib-r Ate entabiinbed in Staniey hall after Fiagar has
Je=juhlistrd Blatr's guilt thromgh Sager prist svidencs.
Bialr ‘o the meantime hes fallen In love with Vislan
Neraten. an sdventnress, and. Alsguised 3od iz Toaase.
¥an of the *° Slamond from the #ky,”" elapes with her,
elfhough the marriage coremony wan never rompieted.
Mre. Stauiey, sensing that Esther fs the real Beir,
ghere 1o makas friends with ber and offact & marriage
Betwesr ber amd Tlgir Stantey. ber dsgrared =g
ERe reavony that If Fatber marrles Biale Mager would
wiihbhell anr cormnations or proafe of his wuilt in ~on-
Eeetiom with ibe murder of Dr. Les. Esther in the
mweantimes haw .'IHO-:“ Hegar's steang lor and found
Praal that sba. Esther. 1n the regl delr. She resolves
. sy pefhine sbout i1 At Mre. Stanler's reaqnesd
Bether g Fagnr aecampant ber te M, Randoinh's
Ip Rickeand. Terglare lont the traln on wigey Tty
an ) Vivian are riding and take from them *he * dig.
Wowd from the sk Vivian, enrsged, theews over
Pial rod thersrems Htm with sipamnre nnless ha re.

e the AMawoet

ety reterne fe Richmond, and, Snding Bether
aEtheglie, coirts her 1n crder tn arouse the Jratomay
of Tivian. Hagar's mind. alected b an secident fn
e orper camp wanders, wnd Trber Jearns that to
mefrrs ber 1o mormal rontiflon an operstion cmring
BLI00 w11 G fecemsary.  Mrw Stanles offere Fether
e wames om conditton 1t sBe marry Biale  buo
Fethet sefmees,

A-thmr br pppiring the rohber's faot as petment 1n-
toesie I en-e Seamle: TTal] from the hanile af strengrres
&Nl bt Exther gw] Flape-.  Tle emnlaca T Migke
the detertive lodiencting Fm ta defrar sl of Mager's
egEpenden snd fo B4 in an Stenter Al Esiner,
mannelifls,  Berd fram the KtanTers To sowpe e
prtser=tion of Mivir Rakley. Bhe totends 1h fad
Avthur . Plake. fodiowing Indtrurtions, burs Steriey
Hail  Loke Invsll the Mnicier, by & trick of fafe
rghin romes acrees the Mamand frm the akr dnd
Bwe ft for & oeibrt A whiskr. Arthbur =w ** Jatm
Formell ™ meapwlifie strikes 1t rich In oft and in ban.
Gr-ral tm Tom Anfleles AL *hé helghl of th= feariel
liet Po twewites wimd frwn Aiske hat Exther has
fAenarted ™ for parth snkeows ™ Thiz Now ernahies
Fim As T the Mumend, Tale snd s fellow bot.
MWemer amartel sees lts fewlsssion and the diamend
szl intn Me Pastfic, neer Brots Perbars

Tivtan. ledrning of Arthhe's smiden wealth, e
wrwe bbby attentioee fo Plalr in ihe hona fhar s
Eether They w1l he able to sirip bim of bis gold.
Blelt, Shewres, teafls Esther to stoal from her the
Pivenes that womid cloar ap ™he Rtenler mratery
Qualhg starts on hie trip woet In sareh »f Arthmr,
but i= injpred in 2 stret cor goeident and e taken
fn Bil= peims, whIthés Fifler poes to atfend o,
Therr Plalr renalrs 4 sedrsh FEsther. hnt Niake the
Aptartivs MMagries) ns 8 beothacll. cames 4 Pather's
tesoe. atl 1o & mued socounter Rialr s beaten lote
teeenaMiliry

[Oepyriaht: 1013 By Ror L. MeOnrden.)

CAAPTER XTV.
FOR LOYR AXD MOVEY.
UT from (he ricrkéty old mansion, long
gore to slattern chabbiness a9 a
Iiging house, came Detective Tom
Blake In hia gulre of overgrown
banthliark He led the dazed and
bewiidered Father hy the wrist, and rol-
lewing after her, forgetting In hin extlzie-
m*ut the hurts he had sustained. came the
drvoted Quabhbe TT¥himpering Jnquirtes un-
heetied hy Easther na to whether she had
Been hurt, nnd 4d1vided batwoen hin worsy
over hia young mistresa and the fright-
enetd chatier of Claresecs, the monkey whé
tlung desperately 1s him, Quabbe submit-
ted to heis, hustitd after Dather into th=
walting taxicab, which drove off as though

! mt cammand, lsaving the booiblack upon

the scene,

From the dark nnd dingy interlor of the
ledging Hiouse came A clond of dnst, rale-d
by the falliing of the ricksty ald stalrwiy
anf landing lu the bat{le with Blair

Tue blowzy and gin sodden landlady,
roused now o an atute perception of the
troubié ta came trom the . police, wtood in
the déorway sercaming, as the {die: and
shabby papulation of that mean part of
Richmond came flocking to the moene, won-
drring M It were murder, robbeary, or both.
Digke In his bootblack gulse mvingled with
the throng as a spectator, walting to s=ee
tf Dialr would be brought ot from the
interjor wreckape, Lving or dead. At the
arrival of the police wagon the screaming
landlady slammed the door and barred IL
Inatde, amohR the wreckage of the fallen
stalirease and landing Tate, revived from
the stunning =Mecta of hin fall, palled him-
w2l to his feet, rejoleing that bevond a
¥ brulses he was pot injured. He scram-

=4 over the debris and down the callar
#.=p» and over the dirtr Nttered back yards
and away, while yet the hysterical land-

See This Story in Film at the Lion Theater Every Wednesday and Thursday

— TR A T s o

lady held the fort ageinst the battering
police outeide.

The house had hoen a fine manelon In its
2ay, and the stout old deor held stanchly.
Dut at last 1t gave way and in poured the
police, wha could galn no information from
the gereaming, seratching haridan, who en-
deavorsd to bar thelr way, and so they
promptly iald hand= on the landlady and
such of her lodgera as had not fled, and
haled them ocui to the patrol wagon and
bore them off.

Diake, idling with the crowd, did not dis-
cloge himself, but, satisfled thet Hiair had
miade good his excape and that no notoriety
or arrests to stir up matt~re that Blake, as
agent of Arthur derired to remaln quies-
cent wotild follow, he returned, smiling in-
serutably, to his ofMcs

In a bark egtreet the Neecing Blair, noting
a standing automobile, whose driver was
stooping over by its front wheel finishing
pumping up a tire, bowled over the startled
chauffeur and droveé off In the comandacred
car at breakneck speed. He drew his hat
down over his eyes and bent low over the
wheel as, nalf way to Mra Randolph's
house, he fAashed past the taxicab contaln-
ing Esther and Quabba. DBiair grinned to
himself, recovering all his evil egangfroid,
to note that the Inguleitive monkey, Clar-
ence, at the window of the taxieadb had cut
him off from the view of those within as he
spad past them.

Halting his ear in front of Mrs. Ean-
rolph’s mansjon, Blair hastily donned a
linen automablle ecoat and a driver's cap
with goggies on the vienr Iying In tho car
scat Hiding hisa own hat and dust covered
coat under the seat cushion and wearing
the auta toga, he was the first person 1o
greet Eather and Quabba when thelr taxi-
cab drew up and they alghted.

The taxl driver, cvidently In the pay
and &t the nrders of Detective Rlake, drove
away witheut a word, and despite the in-
dignant proteata of bath FEsther and Quab-
ba. Miatr outfaced them with his declarn-
tion that he was innocent of any lndging
house encomrter, but on the contrary had
bean riding ali day In the car he had
bormwed from a frisnd

Mra. Randolph, mecting the excited group
in her doorway, promptly foll Into “ & state
of nofves™ at the prohlem that econfronted
bor when the Indiznant Quabba and the

to the porch and gave him directions to
proceed o Los Angeles with part of the
money that had so mysteriously come into
her hands.

“1 will follow you,” whispered REsther.
“1 will not =tay In this house,.where Mra.
Randoiph, as Blair's cousin, cannot or will
not =ee¢ how villalnous and despicable
he s

Eather to . train to Los Angeles o week
after Quabba had departed for the west,
taking with him the pony and plano cart,
of which he was Inordinately proud, to-
gother with Clarence, his simian collector
of external revenue,

gllhhhﬂ. had hardly superintended the
unloading of his travelilng outfit from the
express car and secured lodging for him-
gelf when Esther arrived in Los Angeles
almo. Quabba, whose tastes wera hohemian
If not vagrom, permitted himself a change
of costume so far as to take out his ear-
rings and don a straw hat, the very shape
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eonolly. *There isn't anything you would
not dare for me or for anything clse you
desire—Esther Harding, for instance.”
Blalr winced. * Ah continued Vivian,
mockingly, "1 sece that shot went home
and It was a chance one. Jt bears out just
what T am telllng you and just what you
say. There fsn't anything you would not
dare. Yousdare everything; that's the trou-
ble. You dare to love me and you dare to
love the shy and timid gypry girl. Well,
if we have double lives why may we not
have double loves? Now, don't scowl, Blalr,
my dear; you can't frighten me for one
moment. Physically you are stronger than
I am and I have no doubt if you had me
alone some place you might strangle me,
but you could not frighten me. L&t us
talk. this matter over sensibly and you try
to control yourself. You are too rash, too
apt to be carried away by your evil pas-
slons. There, that Iz better,” she added, as
the scowl left Blair's face and & wondering

. - -

and feel of whicrh he detested, and Imme-
diately sought for “ John Powell”™ Under
this name Arthur Stanley was a leading
figure In Los Angeles, and Quabba coon
found himself at the offices of the Good
Hope O] company.

Hers a nupercilious office boy and a con=-
de=cending telephone girl reluctantly ine-
formod the strange looking Inguirer that
Mr. John Powell had gone far off into the
digtant Slerras ta acquire some mines. It
would seem that John Powell, the new oll
milijonnire, was extensively brenching out
into other industrial investments.

It was this same information, buf more
agreeably glven, that was vouchs=afed to
Blair when he called later in the day, at
the suggestion of Vivian Marston when
Blalr had Joined in Los Angeles this viva-
clous Iady, who had married him in haste
for the diamond and parted from him in
equal relerity at the loss of It

more than Indignant Eather breathlessly
presonted thelr charges of brutal treachery
and perfidy against Blair. who still Insist-
ently proclaifned his Innocence with an air
of half indignation, half puzzled good na-
ture. . 1

“1 am anre I do not know what to say!™
moanad Mra. Randelph. *“EBut mirely, Es-
ther, van and this uncouth gypsy person
with vou, with hia horrld monkey, must be
mistaken. No Btanley would do such a
thing. I am sure! No Stanley would agso-
clate with uncouth gypsy persons who con-
ptantly fondled spidery monkeys! T begged
you not to go without a chaperon, and now
see what haz happened! She should not
bave gone without a chaperon, should she,
Blalr® And as for accusing Blalr of such
drendful things, hasn't the poor boy -told
you that you are mistaken?™

Beelng that Mrs. Randolph was utterly
unable to believe Blalr guilty of his deaplc-
able actionn, and utterly astounded at the
cool effrontery of Blalir and his bragen de-
nials, Esther dismissed her one faithful,
loyal friend, “the uncouth gypsy person
with the apidery monkey,” as Mra. Ran-
dolph deslgnated Quabba, and with head
erect and blazing eyes she followed Quabba

;. - ’ = 5 - : e »
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THE PATROL.WAGON

Fram the beginning Vivian made thelr
relative positions clear to Blair.

“You are a very dear boy,” she sald,
“and there Is a refreshing air of youth-
fulness nbout your wicked ways, But you
are ao delightfully Incapable of dolng the
right thing when thers I8 a wrong thing
to do at the same time that I canbot be
too clomely concerned with you in the mat-
ters we have in hand. I want the dtamond
from the sky. 1 don't care where it Is or
who has 1t. I would soll my soul for it, and
I would not care how many lives stood In
the way of my desire; no, not even if your
lite wa= one of thom, my dear boy. -And
In your way you are most Interesting and
engaging, for,” and with dancing eyes and
& mocking smile she got between the table
and the too ardent Blalr, “you are the
youngest husband I ever had!"

Nlair's eyes glittered murdercusly. ™ You
go too far with me, Vivian!"™ he panted,
*“No one knows hetter than you that there
fan't anything I wouldn't dare for you!"™

Vivian seated herself on the edge of the
table, still keeping Blair at his distanee
with a significant gesture of calm earnest-
nesg, -

“That is just the trouble,” she answered
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look of puzzled curlosity succeeded the
glars of murderous anger In his eyes.

“Now listen,” sald Vivian. “You know
how the desire for the 8lamond obsessed
you when you saw it in the hands of the
old doctor whom you murdered for it. I
do not care If this diamond rightfully be-
longs to you or whether it rightfully be-
longs to Arthur Btanley and I do not cara
whether your suspicions a&s to his being
In your way wrongfully are correct or not.
I only know that Arthur Stanley s known
out here as John Powell, and T only know
that John Powell has many millions and Is
making more. You cannot expose him, be-
causes, after all, he knowsa he 1s not guilty
of the murder of Dr. Lee, and he knows
you are. That he has tacitly accepted the
guilt by his flight from Virginia and living
here under a false name does not concern
me. 1 only know that you hate him and
that he is fond of you. In the minds of
those who knew him in Virginia he is be-
Heved to be a murderer, and he lets this
onus rest op his name. or rather the name
ke wore baclk there. for your sake.

“1f the diamond rightfully belongs to
Arthur Stanley I will marry him for fit,
even g3 I married you for It., and if you
esay a waord 1 will send you to the gallows.
As desperate as you ares, my dear Blair, 1
can see you do not wish to go to the gal-
lows; you do not wish even to be charged
and tried and Imprisoned for the murder
you know you .are guilty of, although you
told Arthur that Dr. Lee died from exclte-
ment when you broke Into his house to get
the dlamand.

“If you ara tha rightful heir to the die-
mond and the earldom, all well and good.
I want the diamond and T would dearly love
to be Lady Stanley of Stanley castle, War-
wickshire. But your very recklessness has
placed you In your present position. You
can claim nothing. 8o, if you will think
it over you will sea that while we had
better work together it must not be as
man and wife. You are apt to venture too
rashly and | cannot bs identified with you.
The dinmond from the sky has disappeared,
but John Powell's milllons are very tangl-
ble. No matter what ] do to gain the
money or the diemond you musat not {nter-
fere. If all goes well we moy gain the
diamond, the earldom, and John Powell's
money together, We hold Arthur Stanley's
secret. and that is a good advantage at the
start.

“Now you go and find him; he Is at the=e
mines he has just bought. He will be as
glad to mes you a= he wax in Richmond,
He does not know your true character as
I do. He will make you his manager or
partnér, for he ls generous and will be
glad to have his kinsman, If you are his
kinsman, and bovhood comrade with him.

“On my part I will interject myself Into
his affairs elther with your aid or without.
We will work together and I promise you
that In the end if all goes well we will
have our desires. Mine Is to have money,
to be Lady Stanley, and, above all, to poa-
eeas the diamond from the eky. Your de-
sire, you say, I8 to possess ma. There i3 ons
way-—help me get the diamond: help meo get
*John Powell' in my power-—we may need
his money for all our purposes!”™

So this was thelr strange compaci, and
Blair departed for the mines In an automo-

ile to throw himself Into Arthur's way.

Quabba, passlmg ths hotel where Blalr
and Vivian had thelr meeting, got na
glimpse of them parting.in the street. He
telephoned to Esther where she was stop-
ping and Esther resolvefl to start at once
to find Arthur before Blalr reached him.
Again Esther thought it best that she go
alone. But Quabba, parted with at the
depot, took the next train after Esther,
first leaving Clarence, the monkey., and
the pony and the other equipment In g
hands.

Thero was another secker for * the Gold-
en Man" in Los Angeles. It was none
other than Marmaduke Smythe, the eccen-
tric English legal representative of the

RGES OF BRUTAL TREACHERY,AGAINST BLAIR..

Earls of Stanley. Hls methodical British
mind compelled him to make every effort
to locate the fugitive heir to the earldom
ere he roturned to England. Several Inter-
views with Detectlve Tom Blake In Rich-
mond had impressed that keen individual
with the firm belief that Marmaduke
Smythe’'s loyalty to his trust as legal man
of the noble Stanley famlily In England had
made It second nature for Smythe to re-
gard the affairs of the Stanley line para-
mount to every other thing in the world.
Blake upon reflection had given the Eng-
lish lawyer a hint that John Powell in Los
Angeles could give him Information of the
missing Arthur Stanley, heir to the Stanley
earldom, as well as the missing diamond
from the sky. It was an Interesting game
to Bilake, and he watched the moves of
those concerned, and none Was more cons-
cerned than he. He knew that Marmaduke
Smythe, for &all his eccentricities, would
have suffered himself to tortures by the

Indlans, who Im the British barrister's
foggy mind still lurked@ In ambush in the
jungles of America., rather than betray a
Stanley of the blood.

Blake not only gava the timid yet loyal
lawyer a hint, he also give him a letter of
introduction to "John Powell™ couched In
guarded terms: So Marmaduke BSmythe
departed for “the veldt,"” as he expressed
it, taking with him an elephant rifle, and
as a further Incitation to the hunt the
mounted deer head he had bought at the
sheriff's esale at Stanley hall. Lawyer
Smythes had a shaw!l strap arrangement
with which ne carried this {ncongruous
object as hand luggage with him on all
his journeyings in barbarous America. So
highly had he come to esteam this trophy
of the chase that by some strange mental
process, wherein the wish was father to
the thought, tha English lawyer had come
firmly to belleve that the deer head he so
highly prized was actually the spoil of his
own gun.

“71 figure it out thia way." Smythe ex-
plained to Blake. “You remember T was
in the wilds of Virginia twenty years ago?
1 detrained In the dark amid the howls of
pavages and wild beasta, I fired my gun—
there was sllence. The late Judge Btanley
afterwards chaffed me about It, saving T
had fired at frog=s. Rut [t |s very strange
that 1 should not have® noticed this deer
head at Stanley hall at that time. It is
my belief that In discharging my gun into
the jungle 1 slew this stag. The carcass
was found by the natives, doubtiess, and
the head was mounted by Col. Stanley. [
relt sure [t beionged to me when I first
saw |t at the sale at Stanley hall some
months agn. So | purchased it beforsa you
bought In the hall and everything elses for
this mysterious unknown client of yours*

"1 guess that's the way it was, major,™
replied the quizzing detective,

“Look here, old chap. I wish you would
not call me major. 1 am at the bar, ¥ou
know. and mnot in the army'! Our family
never went In for the army, you know.*

The detective smiled and shool hands
with the lawyer and replied: “Well, I
hear you call some kinds of English law-
yers sergeants. It's my mistake, major.”

8o In due time Solicitor Smythe found
himself with gun and deer head trophy in
far l.os Angeles. “Always too late, my
word!"” he exclalmed when Informed that
John Powell was at hia far distant mining
properties in another part of the state.
“But I shall follow him and kpock over
some'big game In the Interim,” he added.

" There ain’t no big geme in the interim,”
vouchsafed the office boy at the headquar-
ters of the Good Hope Ol company. *“ But
there's hlg game in the mountains, miater.”

“Qulite so; quite so'” repiled Marmaduke
Smythe, and took his departure,

Where passengers for the Lady Veronica
mines alighted from the train at a small
and decsolate way statlon a dally stage
conveyed them to the mines. thirty miles
away up the rocky mountaln passes.

There was another passenger besldes
Smythe, who still carried his gun and the
deer head trophy as well as his dress suit
case. Thils passenger was a very pretty
young woman in a neat dark blue traveling
costume. Had Smythe a good memory for
faces he might have recollected his fellow
paseenger as & young girl he had recently
geen at Stanley hall

But Esather recognlzed the lawyer and
*hrank back Into her corner of the seat
in the somewhat dim Interior of the rattle-
trap and battered old stage coach. BEsther
alone in tha world and sorely tried, sus-
pected every one, after her experience with
Blair and his mother and even the friendly
though wishy-washy Mrs. Randolph. Her
hope, her desire was to see Arthur. Now
that he was rich and powerful she deter-
mined to be guided in her actions by Ar-
thur's reception of her. Was he much
changed? Had success turned his head and
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mada him selfish? Did he still love her a3
sieter or swtetheart?

L]

Lonely, apprehensive, even disheartened,
Esther felt that to be coolly recelved Ly
Arthur would be the last straw. The seciat
Joy she had felt to realize that she wns
the rightful heir of Stanley had passc®
Ehe had been denled her birthright so long
that she could feel no gladness at the
thought of being accepted as Esther Stan-
ley rather than Esther Harding, the poor
gypay girl. Only Arthur, only the love ahs
bore for him, made her steadfast. She felt
she could go awsey and die of a broken
heart if he had changed and with his mil«
Hons had grown arrogant, selfish, and cold
toward her. She regretted she had gone Into
the wilderness to seek him. Might she
not have better stayed in Los Angeles til}
Arthur returped and meet him.there? But
then thers was Blair. Blair was reeking
Arthur, too.

Arthur hed been Blair's comrade In thelr
wild boyhood and even wilder young man-
haod. Blair might polson Arthur's mind
against her. Blalr was desplcabls enough
for such an action. No, she would keep on,
she would see Arthur. If his eyes it up
‘with love and joy at the sight of her she
would tell him all and beg his protection
from Blalr.

And so Esther mused as the stage rocked
and creaked on Hta way up the mountain
passges to the mines,

Meanwhile Blair Is making his way In
the roadster he has hired for the purpdss
as beat he can over the rough roads
through the mountains that he curses con-
tinually. It {s prophetic of his fursea and
forebodings that the front axle of his car
snaps and it Is disabled on the mountain
side. He walks afoot end arrives at the
blacksmith shop near the mines, 10 encoun-
ter an old acquaintance—Luke Lovell
Luke Icovell has asentenced himself to
hard labor as a blacksmith helper since the
death of his evil companion in Banta Bar-
bara bay the night when the diamond from
the sky dropped Into the waters of the bay
in that death struggle In the darkness.

From Lowve!l Blair, after mutual proffers
of friendshlp and asslstance, learns that
Arthur Stanley, or John Powell as he s
now known, has left for other mines he Is
considering purchasing, far across the wval-
ley In anotheér range of mountains.

Meanwhile Quabba, dimobeying En.‘her'o
commands through his very afection for
her, haa taken the next train and arrives
at the lonely station, only to be informed
that the stage to the mines doesr not meat
any traln hers save the earller one, In
order to avold a journey that would be
made doubly perilous by darkness.

A group of flaharmen to whom the |slandas
off the wild eeacoast hereabout offer gond
frhing in their waters, have alighted with
Quabba. They banter the poor Italian that
he is anxious to reach the mines thirty
miles away up ths mountalns. One prof-
fers him a elightly broken fisking rod and
tells him to be philosophical and fish til]
the stage shall come on the morrow to bear
him to his destination. Quabba wonders
if he may not miss Esther If he goes aloot.
Irresolutely hea takes the fishing rod and
follows the fishermen. He is told that the!
mountainesrs and miners Fométimes come .
down to the coust for the flshing and that he
may be given a ride back by buckboard or
wagon to the mine by some of these who
may be returning. So Quabba plays his luck
and goes fishing, not s0 much for a fish
as to angle for a ride to the mountaln mine
where Esther has gone seeking Arthur
Quabba meeta with no friendly fishermen
from the hills with buckboard or wagon
returning to the mine. He fishesa afnd
wishes he had started afoot, let the dis-
tance and the roughness of the road be
what It may. .

The sport 1s good, save that Quabba |s
annoyed by the aggressive boldness, or
friendliness, Quabba can hardly tell whidh,
of a persistent pelican. It Il= a great fl_t.
white pelican, which reminds Quabba wvery
mych of a certam pompous, long nosed,
corpulent southern magistrate who wore a
white walstcoat and muleted Quabba of
$10 for playing hand organ muaic withpul
a licehse. Quabba réemembers this megis-
trate with extreme distaste, and thea pell-
can resembles him so much that Quabba
hated the pestiferous bird all ths mors (o
consequence.

The stage to the mines stopa at the
blacksmith ahop. A broken linchpin {8
giving trouble. Luke starts to ad-
Just & new Ilynch pin. Blalr Stanlsy,
within the darkened shop., for he half ex-
pected recognition by some one, maw Hi-
ther, as Esther shrank back from the win-
dow at sight of Luke. Luke. In turn. wns
buey at his work at the wheel and gave no
attention to the passengers, except one, an
Englishman with side whinkera, who hung
out of the coach and annoyed him with
foollsh questions,

When Luke came Into the shop for tonis
Blalr drew him to one side and whisperad
“There is pome one in that coach who wili
ruln our game with Arthur Stanley. You
know what to do! ™

Luke had a dim remembrance of the
English lawyer, and not having eseen HEa-
ther In the coach, deemed Blair referred to
that pestering Indlvidual. Lukes modded
grimly and replaced the broken linchplh
with the broken Ilinchpin, and called to
the driver, " It's all right.” grandl¥ waving
aslde the driver's proffer of “two bita™ for
Blair had pald for the work with a .wenty
dollar bilL

Down by the rugged coast line thirty
miles away Quabba was fighting the fght
that Is the true fisherman's delight with
some great and game flah, and had forgot-
ten the pestiferous pelican lurking bvdl_v
near. -

Far away along the crest of the mount-
tain, beside a precipitous dizzying declivity
the broken llnchpin does Its work. The
wheel comes off and spins away, the conth
topples over, the tongue snaps off ahort,
and the great swaying vehicle Talla owver
and rolls and gathers momehium as It
rolls, while Esther and the English lawyer
huddle in its groaning interior, spun round
and round with the rolling coach, too ter.
rifled to shriek. And then the coath
strikes a great boulder and smashes as an
egg would smash. A espurt of duyst and
then atlliness.

From tragedy to comedy-drama the dis-
tance s thirty miles. On the rocky sea-
shore Queabba  lands his Qquarry, & great,
quivering flsh. Caught In ite gills, and
partly hanging from ita mouth is & chaln
of antique workmanship, and from It dan-
Egles the dlamond from the sky.

And then the great white pelican swoops
down and bears off the flah and the great.
glistening jowel—the dlamoad from the:
aky is no longer the diamond in the sea!

(To be Continued.)




