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tion picture rizits.

$10,900 for 1,000 Words or Less

for an idea for a Sequel to

“THE DIAMOND FROM THE SKY”’

The American Film Manufacturing Company’s
Picturized Romantic Novel in Chapters.

This contest is open to any man, woman or child who is not connected di=
rectly or indirectly with the Film Company or the newspapers publishing the

You are advised to sce the continucd photoplay in the theaters, read the
story as it runs every week, and then scad in your suggestion.
the narrative in print and observing the action on the screen you will be given
a splendid opportunity to supply a suggestion for a sequel.

A board of three judces will decide which of the suggestions received is
The judgment of that board will be absolute and final.

SPECIAL NOTICE:

Suggestions for & sequel will be accepled up to and including February 20,
1916. As it is the IDTA that is wanted, no atisation will be paid to literary
style. Contestants must confine their contributions to 1,000 words or less.

The prize award to be payment in full for all literary, dramatic and mo«

Send al’ su-~2stions to THE AMEZRICAN
COMPANY, 6227 LOADWAY, CHICAGO, ILL.
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Arthur Ia his excitemenl did not notics
the fadr fice of the weman he hnd plunged
overhoard to 4 newhat famillar
otie—the {ace savcdions Vivian Mars-
ton. In faot I new, Arthur's encounfers
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the mountains for four miles to the open-
Ings at the workings in the upposite val-
ley.™

“Ehe stops: she doa't g0 no more'™
moans Quabba, as the Hitle motor grinds
and halts. thon goes forward a few feet
and stons with a Jerk.

“Do you think you can fix it?" ssked
Esther eagerly.

Quabba’s courage returns as he nofes In
Esther's question a ione of confldence in
his abllity as an smaicur electrical engl-
ncer.

*“Ha'!" he aays. * FPienty time I fis the
organ, I fnd whe's the matter and fix

L Pl

tHC SEVAGE ABTUT TOSG

ursn  the neck o this pold, bandsctio
wamar.

Let him be tae mighiful Leir of HStanlay
Yw his pwn prodipmiity =od A
t Le i Suginia. or let
i Le ' lal=n vl the dichilea ' Man nE
e wa n{Mafifcania v Ll e ales
i ha=i enmeghed hi'm,

e despurais Kine-

are
TR, ol af thrse Two pot
The nol to her now.
Il cun at gom woild
her from 8 o olther of

it eame pighifully as a hervitage to
- have it. If it wore to Yhe
“John Powell™ had the
her. 8She had done well,
s the path of peril to find
owing hersedf in tha
, alias John Powell

h vagus wvonlent-
sremingiy semi-uncons-

wers haulod Into
she was Lorpe up
i 5e comparduawasy and into the handsomely
n w? the yacht's owner whao

forainhod
wivie her rhe could have laughed
fov at the success of her

had i
:d tar
o ld plam

I the mine the

path of peril is dark and
ti.nld =il who 1= drivin
Ly 11 Jesperate men who

y prevent hec
with the Stanley

& =W carrvieas with

I<urnginte 12 1h=

hiee, The PR if w mine electric mo-
et T when
of Quahba then in-

# of 1515 path of poril grow

tur Is sfo; i halks in

the Inespor

deed the dangos
maifnld

Ae don't know what's the maotter with
hir, all the time now, Miss Esther!™ whin-

a3 “2ome wire loose, muayhe?

pers Qu
Fh owl

DR

t yvou think? ™

# far ahead of them." says Esther
snrouraringls. “*Even If thsa motor will
only do this well they will not overtake us
1t Esems to me we have gone miles and
mileég through this dreadful darkness The
about thegs

-

deiver of the stage told me
Thizs iy the main tunned he 1old mae
It goes stralght through

mines
about,” 1 kuow.

ALD 1M 15 ATTIRED INA DRSS SUAT.

thir'” ¢nd he Jumps from the scat and,
under sn electrie Ugbt in a wide part of
the (unnet whers the molor has halted, he
procesds to exumine it. with the alr of one
who desirea to impress all beholders with
hig ¢ y knowledigs of cle-trical mechanies:
There was Tight ennugh at this point to
meke anyr sligh®t repairs, providing poor
Hhae was competent to do e, But an
fntimate kpowledge of the mechanlsm of
errerct pianoes 1s hardly of avall in repalring
Lalky eleciric motoars

“Do be careful!' cautlons Esther. *I1If
thing should happen to you I would
never forgive myself! 1 have heard of men
belng killed tampering with electric wires.
And eok!™ And Esther pointed to a sign
al the gide where 4 new heading from the
maln tunnel was evidently belng driven,
For there, plain in the light from the over-
heid incandescent bull, was a dingy yet
plain sign of warning that roend “ Danger!
Blast read) Near (L was a small black
box [rom which a plunger protruded and to
which colls of 1 atod wire were attuched,

Even to Esther's Incxperionced eyes tha
purpoese of the grim looking little box and
the coils was apparent. It wias mechaniam
to sot off a biast, and the blast, as the sign
warned, was ready.

Quabba realized the fact a3 well as
Eather and redoubled his offorts to locate
the cause of the trouble in the motor and to
£+t out of the dunger zone. The young
girl apd the poor hunchbiack. Ae=ing from
the danger of haman enemies, were now 1n
doanzer of annibilating death In the de-
serted mine tunnel at this point. But such
a Jdeath Egther did not dread as she dreaded
the waorst fate that might come to her it
she fell again into the handas of Blair Stan-
ley.

For Luke Lovell, brutal as he was, Esther
bitd not the fear she had of Blair. Her old
assoclation and authority over Luke ns the
duuzhter, a= she wias suppossd to be, of
Hagar, the queen who rulod the Romany &
people  with  strong deelsion, Esther
knew would make the gypsy hesitate
in any evil intent he  might have
toward her. Hsther knew, 100, that Loke,
for all his brutishness, had ever been at-

tached to her. He had protected her in
gome measure before, perhaps ne would do
S0 a but dominated as he was by greod
and the stronger, wickeder mind of Binir
Stanley Esther falt no grest confidence in
Luke Lovall's further protection, if protec-
tion It might be eallad

Whoile Quabba fussed and pe iived in his
fnexperienced efforts to remely or find cause
of the balking »!I the motar Esiher sat list-
ening with ste Ining «ars to the weird and
cerie subterrnnean sounds of the evaselesa
dripping of the water from the mine roof
and the occasional rattle and fall of loos-
encd earth and rocks in the dark depths
of the tunnel

n VTR |

at the appearance of s0 strange a palr
bursting out from the tunnel and specding
down the track on the electrie motor that
had hedn left at the other and far off
purtal of the tunnel. The trackmen dropped
their tools. The mine foreman and his
wife fjoined with the throng of minera that
surzed around the motor and the strange
pair that drove it—s pallid gypsy hunch-
back nnd a half-fainting Zivl with & face
like o flower,

Thoy told thelr willd story to sympathetic
ears. Turning Esther over to the minlster-
ing attentions of the big hearted sharer
of his Joys and sorrows, the mine
boss and several assistanis reversed the
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MOTOR BEARING ESTHER AND QUABBA

Then there came= throush the darkness
from: fur off belind them the sound of foot-
falls through the watss od the
tupnei Moor Likea moving store in tho
distnntl darkness she snw lights of the
ca=diea berne by the relentless pursulng
Lake and Hialr, ESndé Knew 1t must be
for the mine n w1 Itz worklngs
s o deserted as o pl » of the dead.
are coming, Quabbal!" she coried
“ What zhall we do 2

The hunchbnok’s usunl kindly face took
on 4 st expression of murderous dater=-
minution strange 1o Es 3
time 1 Kill them
you seel”

Leaving hilx task
trouble in the mechan
Quabtba slipped around to the
a9 pushed the lttle machin

erTe ey

he exclatmed.

of dearching Tor the
m of the motor,
brck of it
with many

i,

Erai's und straining efforts, from the dan-
Errous

snot neat the set bBlast and s
sign.
Pushing and panting, he shoved the heavy

little ma ne over Lhe water coy I tracks

# hundred yards o more down the tun-
nel. Then he rushed bhack dnder (he elecs
tri¢ 1ight by the =¢! Llest and, scizing the
Blast battery by HE sathier tnthles und

uncolling the loops of wire, t wther conds
of which were fastened deep down In o
klast hoies to the dArtopator in the d:
mite, Quabba slippud back through the
darkness and calied to Esthor in u tense
whisper to come around behi ! thin shield-
ing bulk of the motor with him. From the
blast buattery box he carrled tralled the
dength of wire that woulid carry the vital
spark of the forces of destruction

Now Dlafr Stanley and Luke Lovell hpd
located them by the single lghi upon the
electrle motgy, They pressed forward wilh
exuliant shotta: then, Just an they reached
the wide space where the biast was sel st
the new heading, Quanbtba, n hundred surds
away nnd shieldesd with Esther behind tha
motor, drove the plunger of the baltery
down 2=wift and hard

There was a dealening boom and crash. a
burst of fire, the sound of showering rocks
a heavy fall of earth and debris that seemed
to heave out and groan and rattle and
scttlo—then a choking fog of blast smole
and silenee:

Whatever had been the matter with the
motar, the etock and jar of the explosion
had settled the losened wire back in place
Ly i proper contnet, for when, shaking with
fright and excitement, Quabba had drasged
Father aboard the motor agnih and turned
the lever the 1ittle maching moved forward
like a Hyving tning, slowly at first and then,
Esining ppeed, glided smoothly and swifltly
aut of he smoke and on and on, swifter,
faster, until the hunchback and the trem-
bling irl t1elt o breath of fresh alr from
outside hlow upon them and saw a gleam
of daylight and sped on and out from the
dank movth of the mine Into God's good
sentizht!

The men called fo this side of the moun-
tain to the new workings were ustounded

=

THE DESPERATE MEN WILL STOP AT NOTHING TO PREVENT FROM ESCAPING .

moior atid drove back (esoiutely into the
mine depths to find the men whom Esther
and Quabba touid of, dead or miive.

They returnod st nightfall, having cleared
away the débris of the blast, but finding no
trace of Luke Loveall and Blalr Stanley, The
wicked hove Juck alilze with the good. At
the ge of the blast Blair Stanley had been
struck down and hurt slightly, and Luke
had berne him bark through the choking
smoke pll the woary way whoenes= they had
come, untll they, too, renched daylight and
safety. ps Esther and Quabba had reached
ft. bul on the far side of the mountain mine.

That night by the fire in the office shack
of the mine boss Esther and Quabba told
again such parts of thelr story as they
cared to tell to the rough but sympathetic
new found friends around them. BEsther
t6ld of her search for Arthur, cnlling him

vnly by the nome that he was known by as
wil mugnate and owner of these newly ae-
guired mines. Ehe sald that he was &
friemd, a relative, and that for reasons she
was unahis o solve the despermte men who
hnd trackod her wore evidently desirous
she should not meet up with him.

“Fie l2 o fine youne man, Mr. John Powell
fs, miy Jean,” dald the kindly wita of the
mine bess, 1 will take good ciite of you
and in the morning my bhusband wiill have

Gf the s drive you to the railroad
om,  Alr. well has gone to Santa Bar-
They s#ay he has bought a beautiful
new yacht which s there to meet him. He
iect you and take enre of you, I
d you know, As for those rascals
you got away from, it is fourteeon rough
miles across the mountain trail from the
north | il of the tunnel. If they escaped
with thele Jivea they will hardly male their
way over the mountiins tonlight."™

“If they cume this way 1 promise them
a warm reception” remarked the mine bogs
Erimiy “The boys ore just naturally pin-
inis Lo get held of theose two fellows. Thera
will be work for the coroner if the boya
catch therm And i(he coroner had better
bring in a verdict of * frozen to death,” too”

The maon shone on the waters of Santa
Barbara hay. Tt shone down tipon the broad
white deck of n great yacht that moved
miulestically acros2 the waters, Deneath the
moon the sen=uous straina of a love song
chanted in o minor Key arose. In snowy
white, with flower garlands on their
bLreasts, a Hawalinn orchestra played “ Tha
Laove Song of the Sky Flowers™ It Iz se-
duetively pweet In the vernacular. In Eng-
lish it may bhe sung:

“ Beloved, the stnrs are sky flowers in the
night!

The flowers are ground stars, dear, by

day.
And all the alr is sofl for your delight;

Then let us love, sweet heart, whila yet

we maey.”

DBeneath the moon, a chaplet of Rowers
in her hoir, a clinging white gown of (Gre-
cisn simplicity sotting off her languorons
beautly, reclines Vivian Marston. Near her
is Arthur Stanley, enthralled, enraptured

See This Story in Film at the Lion Theater Today

L

under the spell of Vivian's alluring charms,
the sensuousneas of the Hav in love song
of the nky flowers, and (Le shagie of the
moonlight aver alll
Under the spe!l of
oyer Arthur Stanlcy, )
lionalre now, treads the path of perid in b
turn, but ti path §s not plain 1o him, for
it is hidden dly flowers, The flowers
on the path of peril em sweel ana fair Lo
him; they may be st e in the chap-
let an YVivian's dask ehoa, Tor Arthur bends
over these and mt s, 1 would give you
anything in the wor
An enger glow cotti inte Vivian's dan-
Berous eyes, & deeper fush suffuses her fuir
cherke, " You wi e e anslhing in
the world?” she *Then get me
thie dinmaond from the sk
“ 1t hoa disappoearcd utterly off the
answers Arthiur. 10 |t
may not be mine (o give®
ever o claap hor In WS nims L
like & child deniod, Vivipn Fed2y |}

i V'ewell

1 &8

ST

counes Lo

“You do not eare g bis o with
affonted plaintivons 0 g =
fse.” And Arthur, LT T Tl
B Wanlon w iy, 8 n af the
moonlght, jrrow : =

The magic o L moon e nu Spell syrer

Frank TImarand In furnu e ok s
rand has no dreams or i) i
practical person, Khown
he adorns a8 the “King of
he Is the moving sp f
natlonal Jewel thile,
Abe  Bloom, prosporous
keeper in Ilichn
sbhont the gre
through his n
spalr and desperati
ten i Mr Duran
ance of the unpper undsiworkd, M 1500
letter 1o the wily Durand s hrief and blon:
My dv Burand: The ia v of
diamond from t #hk wins
Btedle 1t in Cnlifornia. I 2
binch of crooks can et it 7
eats to pay you your own p. Y
details later. Our mutunl friend Vivigs ’s
after . Am afreid she will double o ass
we. This diamond is worth hal
doliars. Yours, A

Im his luxuricus bachelor

aps
“King of Diamonds" receives dap:
and alert licutenant, Felix do Vau e
Count de Vaux;, and shows him the Jetior
from the sententious ) MO TTT,

*So our old frirnd Vivian
diamond?"™ eays the depper i
he turns and faces the fran
of Vivian Marston that or upiee
honor In Durand's handsomely
apartments. VI was alwnyvs
member she wrote aboul this stonc ™

The handsome Durand strokes e L
cropped Vandyke beard and mus *1 al
ways thought that diamond was o st
ha says finally. o many of these old
supporedly priceless helrlooms turn v 1
be Junk when an oxpert gots his haode or
them.! and Mr. Frank Durand plased a pe
cullar emphasis on the word * expore”

“We have recorda of thisx so-called dia
mond from the sky.” contihued tho arch
crook, * but cothing much wias Known af 1
except It wana suppored to be in the possen-
alon of an old Virginla fa - ANEES T
knew muchi of It except there was an old
family tradition glorifying some jlmerack
that perhaps would prove worthiless evea I
it really exlsted.”

*¥WWell,” interjected the dappor
count, “If Abe Bloom says there is »
stone and that it s worth half g mitlian 3«
can be sure It I8 a real diamond and worth
much more. Abe Bloom and hi= Jittle hroth.
er 1ke, the Richmond pawnbroker, are two
of the best Judges of «dinmonds in tha
country.”

* Weo should know that.” sssents Durand.
“We have pald them well mora than once
to come on to New York and anpralae stones
for us when oven we wore in donhe And
now, good night. Wao start wesi tomorrow
Pleasant dreams abont the diamuonid
the sky to you, Felix!"

Pleasant dreams about the diamond fron
the sky!

Yivian Maraton, three thousand mlles
away, dreams of the diznmond.

Guabba, a humbie hunchback orpan
grinder, sleeping By a fire In a2 mine ah
dreams, too, of the diamond. No J
dream lg Ouabba’s. There is one p
all the earth he loves above all
that one {8 his young fair mistress,
Quabba longs and dreams of the d
thit he has =20 sirangely found nnd
twice in his lowly life. He longs for
diamond that he may give [t to his fair
youog mistress as a tribute froam her o
voted servitor. In his dreams Quabba be-
holds Clarenes, the monkey, hisg next he-
loved, and from whom he Jong has besn
pirted. And In his black and halry panws
Clarence, the monkey, extends Lo his muster
the diamond from the sky. Tl.en Quahba
wiakes and sleeps again, perchance auain
to dream. ~

fince the wreck of the coach e
hillside it

Marmaduke Smythe, the
lawyer. cursing & fate that led him
himself In the wildorness while
the helr of Stanley for the Warwickshira
earldom, dreams, too, by a dving fre
hla dreams are not of Glamaonds. e dre
a horrid savage leers at him through 2
monocle—a ravage who is a stlckler for the
niceties. For even In his dreams the tinidg
Liondon lawyer knows (hat it is night, and
he s Impressed by the foct that the savae®
about 1o s=culp him Iz attlred in a drese
cont. The lawver wakes with a shrick of
fear. nand on his cars fall the harsh crosk-
ings of the ungcen enemies who constantis
alarm him. Not redsking as he thinks but
greenglklng, Not spavages In ambush, but
frogs in the marsh, Stirred by the frighi-
ful memory of his dream. Marmaduke
SEmythe springs to his foet and discharses
his shotgun Into the marsh. Then =nll |s
still, The silence bringzs back courage 1o
the henrt of the British barrister lost in
the wilderness.,

“Ha!" he savs, "1 must have Jolly well
exterminated the savage Droquois! T will
reconnolter! But coution, Marmadukes, can-
tion! ™ he counsela himself., “ Perhaps they
are endeavoring to draw me into an am-
buscade! ™

He creeps forward stealthily and parts
the bushess by a marsh puddle. There lies
the corpse of his foeman, a great green frog
extremely defunct. Near by, caught in tha
low tangle of marsh shrublery, s a curious
gleaming object In the moonlisht The
lawyer stoops down and picks it up

1t s the apoil the pellenn desplsed whew
he shook fr from the fish that brought 0,
from the depths,. WorthTess to fish or fowl,
the eccontriec London Inwyar graspr it with
a startled ory of wonder and surprise

Marmaduke Smythe has the diamond from
the sky! e
[TC BEOONTINUED.]
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