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\t this distance from the seat of 

Wrinui movement I may be classified 
,,- t  Te ton S u>ux. Past Bohemian ism, 

i.cu.mitiisni, there is no other dis-
>r 1 ,o;i to take; for right across the 
\i. , vl  River, within sight of this en-

y ?ung city, the Dakota or 
Cont-ileracy have been for two 

*.;• thrc • weeks, putting forward skir-
hers to fight the Ree' <^or Arackaree) 

!,:vis whw are the enlisted soldiers of 
. i .  nited States. In Bismarck to-day 

i! nra hanging up to be viewed by 
ii. 'uikiivi the fresh scalp of one Sioux 
Hr„! ;dy leg of .•mother, fetched across 
.l e .^r hy the Rees and exhibited. 

THE BISMA.KCK.EHS.  

, pves-line there is no other spot 011 
the ^iobe, ;it this moment, where you 
i-i.n see such hostilities and the steam 
Ui<-.. 'i:iotive c •!'fronting each other. The 
river is half a mile wide. On one side 

ihe war-whoop, on the other the 
ther :lu- steam-whoop; on one side 

tiSmaivk. the last memorial of the 
Premier of Europe, with six hundred 
civilise.1 people living under shelter, on 
•he other the most numerous and hos-
liW? band «>f Indians on the American 
.-Di-iinent. The claim-squatter and the 
rai)road gambler and sutler live as close 
to the nr.united Dakotas as do you of 
Oinc!rnr»ti to Covington. 

Y.i i will apprehend from this situa
tion that I am at the end of the North
ern iVific Railroad, the jumping-oft' 
place .»•' American jurisdiction. 

The Cincinnati Commercial is well 
known ut this remote point. The gallus 
scries of letters written last winter in 
v ;.ur columns by "H. V. R." have been 

« o' t: i>d along this line, not always with 
the gentlest comments, but often also 
wuii good humored and philosophic 
pleasantry Fur you must know that 
in this part of the world—rough as UIL 
V. II." found it in dead winter, before 
it was settled—-there is a newspaper 
pi ess, the proportions of which may 
MHprise you. 

.. • * * * 

(.001) C1IEER FOR MSMARCK. 

A -^ense of sympathy and solicitude, 
which they would probably have resent
ed, cime over me as I saw this and other 
l ontjilent communities on the Northern 
Fdciiic line, brave, fearless, adaptable 
men, carrying the grit and sins of the 
nationality ahead; why should I dis
courage Ihein? 

Fur, to me, the country on the North
ern Pacific line looked like all the better 
piii ts of the West—plentiful grass, 
tiuwing water, abundant game, and the 
soil in every railroad cutting from a 
foot to three feet of vegetable mold. 

I saw this out of my eyes—and for a 
vigorous !ife and a destiny and grave 
among homogeneous, freedom-bed peo 
pie, who love a school-house, I would 
rather live in Dakota or Minnesota than 
in the richest land in Texas. Others 
may see differently, but 1 have seen for 
myself. I hare no doubt whatever, of 
any sort, but that this country will fill 
up p.s quickly as Minnesota, Wisconsin 
or Iowa. It supports, at present, more 
nthletie savages than all the rest of the 
country. There are ten thousand Chip-
pewug'in Minnesota, thirty thousand 
Sious in Dakota, and Crows, Blackfeet, 
and other vigorous tribes— a terror to all 
southerly Indian,3—line this region all 
the way to the Rockv Mountains, and 
beyond them are also the hardiest In
dians of the Pacific. The scourges 
which have swept off other tribes to the 
south, have never accomplished any in
jury here. Not a case of cholera has 
ever been reported in Minnesota. Here 
the buffalo, elk, moose, grizzly bear and 
Rocky Mountain sheep, the most rnam-
iuotlw]uadriiped.s we produce, thrive as 
nowhere else in the country. Why not 
man ? 

And what i« said of the dryness and 
softness of the winters in these parts is 
not a new story contrived to promote 
the fortuues of a railroad ; it is the ex
pression of every Jesuit explorer and 
old settler—of Hennepin, Leseur, Jon
athan Carver, Father Beleourt, and so 
on to Schoolcraft and Sibley. A very 
large percentage of the population of 
Minnesota to-day is made up of people 
predisposed to consnnipti^n, who can 
Jive and work nowhere els .  

APOLOGY. 
It is none of my business, however, to 

be taking sides in controversies on lati
tudes. I have found good people up 
here, satisfied with the country, and 
God forbid that I help to diminish the 
Aittlepile of investment or confidence 
in any man who has traveled so far with 
the instincts of ownership upon him. 
Suppose this railroad were never to go 
a step further. Tt has, at any rate, 
cloven 452 miles of desolation, tapped 
navigation on the Red River of the 
North, neutralized nearly a thousand 
miles of monotons navigation on the 
Upper Missouri, and here it is to the 
west of the furthest settlements of Kan-

and Texas, and past tho western line 
of longitude of the Indian Territory. 
It hae cost onr Treasury nothing but 
unexplored country, useless without it, 
and if its bonds ever tumble as low as 
discouragement would assume, there is 
land enough to recompense the losers. 
In 1849 Minnesota had not the popula
tion of some of her border countries, 
and to-day she trends upon a half a 
million, while three hundred miles 
north of the Northern Pacific Railroad 
j here is a self-sustaining province of 
twenty tive thousand people, planted 
there sixty years ago, and flourishing 
Respite all the privations of provincial
ism. 

* * * *  +  +  

You probably wish to know by a more 
vivid presentment what the 

TOPOGRAPHV 

is ot this point, and forward on the line 
of march of this formidable enter
prise. 

The Missouri river is at this point 
from twelve hundred to fourteen hun
dred miles above its mouth. The neart 

railroad point below on the stream 
is Sioux Oity, Iowa, distant by the cur
rent about eight hundred miles. Above 
Sioux City the river, ascending, bends 
away to the west and describes a crook
ed diagonal course through nearly the 
whole breadth of Dakota Territory, 

passing several ipilitary posts, widely 
separated, and twenty-five miles above 
Fort Rice it is encountered by the 
Northern Pacific Railroad and tho town 
of Bismarck. Above Bismarck the 
river s%veeps around to the southwest, 
by a long curve of several hundred 
miles, and receives the Yellowstone, 
which is the true Missouri, as the Mis
souri is the true Mississippi. A new 
fort, right opposite Bismarck, is called 
tfort Lincoln. Like all these forts, it 
consists of a stockade, sod ramparts, 
wooden barracks, and a landing place 
on the muddy river, where steamers can 
lie and discharge cargo. There is no 
fort behind Fort Lincoln on the line of 
the railway, except Fort Seward, at the 
crossing of the James river, which is 
commanded by a son of tho late Attor
ney-General F.dwates Bates. 

The whole area between the western 
bank of the Missouri and the Great 
Bend is occupied by the Sioux, or Da
kota, Nation, probably 25,000 or 30,000 
strong. They are the immemorial ten
ants of these vast plains, and the most 
Tartar-like Sioas, the Tetons, have al
ways been on this spot. They have 
never been subjugated. In 1863, after 
the bloody massacres of Minnesota, 
General Sibley, of St. Paul, chased the 
flying murderers across the Missouri, 
fighting them a battle right on the line 
of the present track of the Northern 
Pacific. Soon afterward all the rest of 
the Sioux resident in Minnesota were 
loaded on steamers and taken up tlw 
whole length of the Missouri, a distance 
perhaps two thousand five hundred 
miles, from their old abodes on the Min
nesota and Red Kiver, and they were 
precipitated upon their more savage 
countrymen, making at present, there
fore, a compact, resentful and powerful 
Nation, all speaking tho same language, 
all mounted, and for the great part 
armed. 

In long distant times the Sioux made 
war upon a smaller nation of Indians, 
called the Rees, or Arackarees, who 
were saved from extermination, as had 
been the case with man}' hapless tribes, 
by the advent of some white people, 
with whom fhey formed alliance. The 
present expedition has taken about sixty 
of these Rees into the regular service, 
and the Sioux, maddened by this fact, 
have galloped up nearly to the gates of 
the fort and skirmished with their red 
enemies. Up to this time the Rees have 
had the advantage. * ;  * * * * 

W1I.L THE ROAD 00 ON. 
At Bismarck, Colonel Roberts, Chief 

Engineer, enlightened me upon the ob
jects of the military and engineering 
expedition which was just starting for 
West Montana. They were to proceed 
due west to the springs of Heart River, 
cross the Little Missouri, and receive 
additional supplies by steamer on the 
Yellowstone, about 250 miles west of 
Bismarck. They were then to ascend 
the Yellowstone nearly to the longitude 
of the National Park, and return by the 
Muscle Shell River, which Hows to the. 
north, and to seek out another route 
back to the second place of supply. 
This expedition will definitely result in 
the settlement of the line of the next 
300 miles of track, of which fifty miles 
will be graded this fall, as I am inform
ed by Mr. Mead, the General Man
ager. 

NORTHERN PACIFIC PKOSi'ECTS. 
During the next winter, Mr. Mead 

will have a large force of men employ 
ed in the woods of Minnesota, cutting 
out ties, and the work of reconstruction 
will go on in 187-i unembarrassed by 
construction companies or speculators 
of any kind; the corporation under 
taking to grade and lay its own track. 
During the present year, meantime, 
forty miles of the road are to be put 
down  in  Oregon ,  runn ing  f rom T e n i n o  
northward, toward the shore ot Pugei 
Sound, so that by the winter of the year 
of 1870, the company will have in ope
ration one hundred and six miles ol 
track on the Pacific side, and more than 
six hundred miles in Minnesota ami 
Dakota. Thus more than seven hun 
dred miles of road will have been real
ized by this corporation in the space ol 
two years—a very remarkable perform
ance when we consider that no money 
has been given by the Government, and 
that the bonds of the company have 
been sold almost wholly in the United 
States and Canada. 

OLD EVILS. 

It has been the fate of this railroad to 
have been plundered to some extent by 
Washington politicians, who availed 
themselves of its necessities in the way 
of completing its charter, to engraft 
themselves upon it, and compel the ac
ceptance of their combinations to con
struct a part of it. About $'22,000,000 
have been spent, thus far. 

EIGHT MILLIONS MORE. 

Early in the month of June the bank 
firs' syndicate, which has anticipated-
the sale of bonds by advances of money, 
guaranteed eight million dollars of 
bonds additional, which will be sulti-
cient to meet interest for at least two 
years, to pay runuing expenses, and to 
lay forty miles of track in Oregon, and 
grade fifty miles in Western Dakota. 
The new President of the company, 
General Cass, of Pi' tsburg, is a practi
cal railroad man, am! he has commcnced 
his career by cleaning out the various 
stipendiary and parasite associations 
which wrapped themselves for some 
time about the Northern Pacific. 

* -> * :« * * 

OUTFIT. 
The style and size of the stations on 

this road, which are among the best in 
the country, have been the subject of 
some cavil, but they are very agreeable 
to look upon, and will not need replac
ing for a couple of generations. The 
three great "Colonist's house?,or lead
ing depots lor emigrants at Duluth, 
Jirainerd and Glyndon, are both unique 
and superb, making colonization easy ; 
and to each is attached a trim little hos
pital for such wayfarers as may sicken 
on the way. These settlers' houses are 
provided with cooking ranges, beds, and 
watming apparatus, and they appeared 
to me to be in each case not less than 
two hundred feet long, and capable of 
accommodating from five hundred to one 
thousand people. At Fargo and Brain-
erd—the latter place being headquarters 
for the company—there are hotels, of
fices, and station-houses, of nearly a 
palatial character, built in an engaging 
way. with piazzas, Mansard pavilions, 
Ac., and the food given to the traveler 
over the whole Minnesota division is 
better than on the great highways of the 
East. 

INFORMATION. 

The Northern Pacific Railroad, like 
the Union Pacific, has been much ex
aggerated in the popular mind as to the 
dufictflties of construction. The only 

expensive portion of the road has been 
the twenty odd miles leading down the 
dalles of the St. I„ouis River from 
Thompson to Duluth. West of Thomp
son, for fort\ ' odd-miles, the road traver
ses a region of badly drained lands and 
lakes, and from this point westward 
there is rolling, level country as far as 
the mountains of Montana, or for more 
than six hundred miles. When the 
mountain country is attained, the ex
pense of construction will find com
pensation in the abundance of timber 
for tics, bridges and fuel. This timber 
grows on all parts of the mountains for 
nearly three hundred miles further, and 
the Railway makes use of Columbia 
River from Helena until the crest of the 
Rocky Mountains is turned, taking the 
natural line of the stream and debouch
ing into the plains of tho Lower Col
umbia, where good land and timber al
ternate all the way to Portland and 
Puget Sound. 

It is not probably within the ambi
tion of the company to build the fork 
across Washington Territory to Puget 
Sound direct, until the road is completed 
as to the Southern branch. There is no 
compulsion to build more than on-: arm 
on the Pacific COast, and tho only mo
tive for doing so would be to get ad
ditional lands. f found as far as I went 
that the difficulties of eonstruciion and 
colonization decreased on sight, and 
what I had presumed to be a mighty 
desert in Dakota looked to me precisely 
like the prairies of Iowa and Nebraska. 

SNOW. 
1 had heard diffierent accounts of trains 

being retarded last winter, and I asked 
Mr. Meade the, manager, who is an ->ld 
1 nion Pacific Railroad man, to tell me 
in exact term-, how long his trains weie 
delayed in the exceedingly bitter winter 
of 1^72-3. He replied as follows : 

"Just tw > days and no more. When 
the big fall of snow came I stopped all 
my trains, and did not ,-?tart them out 
for forty-eight hours. Consequently we 
started, fully prepared to clear the road 
if there should be any obstruction, and 
while trains al l  over Southern Minne
sota were snowed up for a week, ami 
sometimes a fort-night, we were running 
OH time." 

r ,  AND.  

I askad Mr. Roberts the Chief r.eer, 
who seemed to be u lymphatic and 
not over sanguine sort of a gentleman, 
how much indifferent land there might 
be in Dakota and Minnesota as far as 
the road had gone."* Ho answered: "Not 
above 12 per cent., at the worst." 

Mr. Meade also assured me that it 
was as cheap for building and as good a 
country for settlement along the line of 
the road as in the best portion of Ne
braska, where he had operated the 1*nion 
Pacific, and which has since had an un
precedented immigration. At Bismarck 
upwards of two hundred claim-, have 
already been filed, and at every .-tatioii 
the pre-emption shanties are seen in the 
otling. 

M K.M'K. 
The ofiuvr of the road on whom all 

the executive management devolves, 
who sees to the running of the trains, 
the keeping up ol supplies, the seeking 
of contracts for transportation and lo-
catirg emigrants, is C. Vi .  Meade, form
erly engaged on the Chicago, Burling
ton and Quincy Railroad, and afterward, 
1 believe as Assistant Superintendent 
oil the Union Pacific. He established 
smelting works at Omaha in the first 
place, but was sought out by the North
ern Pacific Company and put in charge 
of the whole line. He is a short thick
set man of an active temperament, with 
broad shoulders and keen eyes, and con
siderable diplomatic capacity. 1 i. was 
Meade who put in the proposals lor car
rying supplies for the. posts in Oakota, 
Montana, Wyoming and Idaho, and car
ried the contract away fr< m th" 
Louis steamers as well as from tin* biuux 
City Railroad and steamers. Thi.\- busi 
ness for the present year is very encour
aging to the railroad. 

OTHERS. 
J. II. au'livan, the Superintendent oi 

the Minnesota Division, is a yonng man, 
formerly of the Hannibal and St. Joseph 
Railroad ; he struck me as having plent y 
of capacity, as did llungcrford, the 
Superintendent of the Lake Superior 
and Mississippi Division. ('olonel Rob
erts, the Chief F.ogineer, is a quiet, 
civil-minded man of the midle age, who 
has personally traveled over all the 
mountain country between Helena and 
Puget Sound. f asked him what he 
thought of the enterprise of a National 
Park. He said he had no doubt that the 
park was a very wonderful thing, but 
that he supposed it was erected for the 
purpose of making another Government 
oiiie.e. He expressed the opinion that 
it was a preposterous matter to con 
out of so great a domain as ours, a 
sp ce big-enough to make a good sized 
Commonwealth, ami put. it under the 
custody of a Park Commissioner, as if 
he could do anything with it. 

YEU.OWSTOK PARIi. 
Yellowstone Park owes its.incorpora

tion to the celebrated subsidy Pomeroy, 
of Kansas, who introduced a bili to ac 
complish the purpose in 187' ,  while 
Ciaggett, delegate from Montana, intro
duced the bill in the House. The Pub 
Land Committee intrusted the prepar
ation of their report to the naturalist, 
Dr. Hayden, who had seen the country, 
and the measure passed without oppo-. 
sition, being i*dyorated by Messrs. 
Trumbull, Edmunds, Anthony and 
Halves. 

A tract of land fifty-five by sixty miles 
was set apart and withdrawn from set
tlement, occupancy or sale. The entire 
area within its limits was over (5,000 
feet in altitude, and the Yellowstone 
Lake alone, which is about twenty miles 
square, stands 7,400 feet above the sea. 
The mountain ranges round about are 
covered with snow and from ten to 
twelve thousand feet high, and they look 
down upon hot springs and gpysers in
numerable, which represent tho last 
stage of a former unequaled volcanic ac
tivity ; they are the dying chimneys of 
a cooling Nature. 

Of course, when the bill was passed, 
the lion. N. P. Langford jj-jt his appoint
ment as Superintendent, and there ho 
cooks his eggs witho it the applicat ion of 
fuel, and mixes his punches without 
a teapot. They have got boats already 
on the Yellowstone Lake, and are ex
pecting a fine hotel season in due time. 
There are cataracts in this country three 
hundred and fifty feet high, and the 
colors of the rocks are of the brightest 
conceivable yellows and browns. There 
fire canons about two thousand and five 
hundred feet deep in places. In. this re
gion rise the Missouri, Columbia and 
Colorado. 

Lewis and Clark gave an inkling of\ el-
lowstone Lake after their journey in the 
vicinity in 1805 j but no attempt wfts 

to explore the lake until 1859, and 
that failed. In 1869 a deputation of 
mountain people got into the Yellow
stone Park, but in 18T0 a pretty general 
examination was made by the Surveyor 
General of Montana and a party of caval
ry. In 1871, Colonel Barlow, Chief En
gineer, made an official investigation, 
and he was followed by D. F. V. Hayden, 
the geologist. So the Northern Pacific 
Railroad has found its Yoscmite, a place 
much nearer at hand than the great 
buttes and pines of California, and in a 
better fishing and hunting country. 
When the road shall be opened it will 
lie safe to say that about every traveler 
who visits California will go by one road 
and come bsck by the other, so that we 
shall have Pullman cars running up to 
the new geysers, and nothing will be left 
for the Siou.vlto do but to act as guides for 
excursion parties and drive Miss Poly 
dora's mule. This happy solution will 
be one of the effects of our stupendous 
sceneries. To see only the Yosemite 
and die will no longer be proper. 

* * X A' * "1-
KAIKKOAD COMFOHTS. 

To go from St. Paul to Hismarck and 
return, stopping one night at Bismarck, 
now takes four days and live nights, or 
four days and a half, as on the Dakota 
division the train lies over at nights. 
The hotel, however, is very comfortable 
at Fargo, and better than might be ex
pected at Bismarck. 

After July 5 the trains between Fargo 
and Bismarck will not be detained over 
night, but will cross Dakota in the 
night with sleeping-cars, and give tour
ists eight hours to roam around Bis
marck and along the banks of the Mis
souri. The round trip from St. Paul 
will thus be reduced to three days and a 
half, and from Duluth to Hismarck will 
take only a day and night. 

i * * * * (• 

At the risk of exceeding due limits, I 
will endeavor to describe the country to 
you, over which General Stanley's ex
pedition is now moving. For aid inthe 
description I am indebted to Hon. Mar
tin Maginnis, delegate elect from Mon
tana Territory, whom 1 met in St. Paul 
and who has both traversed the country 
am; road all the literature and travel 
about it. This description will be in
teresting at least, to the families of per
sons in the F.xpeditionary Corps. 
I-ROM Till: MISSOURI TO Tflh VF.U.OWSTON'K. 

The Heart River comes down to the 
Missouri from the west, right in the 
course of the proposed survey. It is an 
ordinary prairie stream and the country 
along its course presents no different 
characteristics from the rolling prairie 
country behind it, on the east side of 
the Missouri River. Once in awhile, 
perhaps, a b ddcr peak of clay, or strat
ified roek, an outlier of the Black Hills, 
may be seen, but generally the country 
rolls away in monotonous sameness, 
through sections of these immense soli
tudes. The uniform grassed, but wood 
loss, ouilines continue ever recurring 
features and landmarks on which the 
eve can seize a few salient points which 
the memory can retain. Locality fades 
into locality, like the swells of the 
country itself, in dreary and indistinct 
procession. There nre but few objects 
to assist the miner in classifying its 
features, or describing its topography. 
Ti e knobs and swells are. for long dis
tances perfect reproductions of each 
other ; the lakes and ponds have a dis
tressing similarity ; one bend of the 
stream is like another bend of the same 
stream, and all streams arc exactly alike, 
so that even to the engineers, after 
weeks of patient labor and obser-
\ation, as to the Indian and the 
trapper, the country never presents il 
self to recollection as other countries 
do, with distinct and prominent locali
ties clearly to tho mind's eye, but rathe? 
as a vast and undivided whole, oppres
sive in its extent, and belittling man by 
it- immensity. 

These steppes are the home of the an 
telope and of the deer. The elk in 
large bands spring out of tho groves by 
the streams and bound across them like 
herds of antlercd mule1--. This is the 
grazing ground of tVie bis m, and in 
this American Tartary our American 
Tartar, the Sioux, ha-; his coursing 
-ground, where to a great extent he has 
hitherto been undisturbed. The white 
innn, even the trapper, knows but little 
of this "divide" between the Missouri 
and the Yellowstone. K lias been 
crossed seldom--once by Father De 
Smet, the missionary, alone, and by 
some previous expeditions making Hy
ing reconnoisances for this railroad--
but as yet the pale face iias not iound it 
a healthy abiding place ; it is especially 
bad on the hair. It has been a poor 
country for.handsome, curly-headed bar 
keepers, and Frank Pierce would never 
have been President if he had sojourned 
here in the days when his handsome 
head of hair was the pride of his youth. 

To this plateau the expedition will 
ascend by Heart River Valley, and they 
will find lolling country, good grass, 
and lakes, ponds an 1 marshes of wa
ter,—sonic good, some bad, some rough 
on the cultivator. 

Southward, about the sources of the 
Cannon Ball, there are parks of timber, 
and the broken country toward the 
Black Hills. In these latter mountains 
are delightful valleys, clear, cold steams, 
parks, savannas and forests. Here only 

id in the mountains or on such por
tions of the plains as may be contiguous 
to them, in tneir shadow'ns it were, gold' 
is said to abound. This is perhaps 
mythical, but the longing eye of the 
adventurer has often been turned toward 
their dark summits. They are the last 
stronghold of the free, wild and power
ful pakotas. protected by stretches of 
sterile and almost impassable plains, 
will-he fight for its possession? Evi
dently the army thinks he will, and 
also lor his free path to the British line, 
uncrossed by iron rails. Hence the 
si/.e of this present expedition, which 
he will only tackle with desperation and 
the certainty of defeat. \ re<. he is well 
armed with plenty of breach-loading 
rifles and repeaters, an ample store of 
ammunition, good horses and mules, 
thanks to our Indian policy ! to the av-
araicjous trader and tne sanetirnqnious 
commissioner. The Indians who may 
be in the path of out troops will not be 
armed with bows and nn'ows, but with 
choicer weapons than the soldiers. No 
mailed Corte/ and naked Mexican can 
fight on these plains, and "Sitting Bull" 
may have the advantage of Stanley in 
arms as well as of position. 

1 UK IXVIDE. 

Between the Heart River and the Lit
tle Missouri the country is represented 
as a mere grassy plateau, furnishing but 
little elevation to be overcome by the 
road. Approaching the Little Missouri 
the prairie appearance continues until 

we reach the vicinity of this stream, 
when we come upon the celebrated Bad 
Lands or Mauv&ises Torre, which, on 
the old maps, occupy the whole of this 
region. Bad enough they were in some 
places. 'Almost insurmountable obsta
cles to military expeditions, with few 
naturally passable places for wagons, 
and across these a journey of fifteen or 
Sixteen miles occupied almost as many 
days. No wonder tho trader or com
mander-conceived extraordinary ideas of 
their extent. But though in its natural 
state the formation was almost impassa
ble to wagons, it presents no particular 
obstacle to railroad building, as a few 
grades will overcome fissures and defiles 
which requires many days to work 
around them either with horses or wa
gon trains. The bad 'ands occupy the 
whole course of this river, from near 
its source in the Bla^k Hills to its 
mouth. They vary in width from forty 
miles to ten. Approaching them on 
the open, monotonous, almost level 
prairie in some places, without preface 
or warning the traveler finds himself on 
tho brink of a precipice extending into 
a wide valley two or three hundred feet 
below, which seems to have suddenly 
sunk away from the surrounding world. 
From his stand-point we can see to the 
oLher side of this wild interval—the 
opposite bluff of this station, its distant 
and irregular edge stretching away into 
the plain beyond, evidently level with 
tho spot on which he stands. The Lit
tle Missouri flows through the middle of 
the abyss, making a small line through 
the apparently smooth bottom of the 
gulf. The eye of thd traveler ranges 
over the space beneath him among thou
sands of abrupt and irregulations rising 
from thisHorr in some Instances to the 
altitude of the plain. Irregular and 
columnar masses appear frequently, 
capped with pyramids and cubes, and 
sometimes looking like immense mush
rooms. Amid these more regular and 
perfect forms arise, as cones, obelisks 
and columns. These later are often of 
Dovic symmetry and capped by semi-
splierical masses of harder substances 
than themselves. They look as some 
one has said, "as if hundreds of gigantic 
lathes had been turning them out for all 
eternity. Says Owens: "Amid these 
thickly-studded tigu'. ' .s, columns and 
towers the eye* wanders through open
ings and labyrinths, like colonnaded 
aisles, and the diil 'orenl-colored clays 
and rocks give a variety of COIOT-S to 
these fantastic forms which greatly 
heighten the effect upon the eye. The 
massive monuments, in endless succes
sion, startle u.s with the idea of ap 
pioaching some magnificent city of the 
unknown dead, disentombed by the era-
sioi. of the elements from the plain in 
which it had been forages interred,with 
ail its fresco painting and polychromatic 
adornments fresh upon it. Descend into 
the valley; the beauty of the scene 
fades as you approach. Reality dissi
pates the illusion with which distance 
invested this bleak and barren desola
tion. The apparently level Hoor is rent 
with yawning chasms and torturous fis
sures, not wide, but requires perhaps 
miles of travel to cross. The loose ;;nd 
cinder like footing scon tiro.- tin trav
eler amid the painted clay banks of this 
pathless labyrinth. Their ashy wails 
reflect and intensify the hot sun's rays. 
The air is still, and water is rarely 
found. It is no place to take long jour
neys for pleasure, and despite its won
ders, the pleasure-seeking tourist soon 
wearies of a scene characterized by such 
utter and total absence of everything 
calculated to give pleasure Lo the eye or 
gratification to the mind by any sugges
tion of utility." 

"These bad lands," says the geologist, 
"are the skeletons of nature, denuded 
of her pleasant filling up .and rounded 
covering." ' 

BL-U ' l v  u \ n LA\11.-;. 
In another place these bad lands are a 

mere succession of rolling hills of loose 
ashes and cinders, as if the whole coun
try had been burned and turned info a 
succession of ash heaps and dust 
mounds, all of one monotous grayish 
black color, and looking, as General 
Sully said when getting his expedition 
through them, "like the bottom of hell, 
with the fires put out." These, are called 
black bad lands by tho plainsmen, to 
distinguish them from theclayey forma
tions or white mauvaises terre. 

Such were the bug-bear of old ex
plorers—terrible enough in the path of 
the voyageur; but a lew railroad 
bridges and grades, not of very great 
extent or cost of construction, will soon 
send the traveler whirling in a single 
houi oyer these regions through which 
the firsi white men laboriously toiled, 
happy in the accomplishment of a mile 
of direct progress per day. 

To the geologist and the scientist they 
are a source of perpetual wonder and tie-
light. They are the treasury of fossils 
and petrifications, so vast, and numerous 
as to afford him inexhaustible sources of 
interesting speculation. Great as are 
the discoveries in this line, they do not 
equal some of the marvelous tales of tho 
old trappers who used to delight to ro
mance about this terra incogniLa. We 
believe it was Bridget- who described to 
Captain Raynolds a jpetrified plain 
which he had visited, where the sage 
brush and scrubby vegetation had all at 
once stiffened into eternal solidity, and 
among these could be seen petrified buf
falo, elk, deer and jackass rabbits, all 
lying or standing around as if instan
taneously changed into stone, "jest as 
nateral as life." But then it was the 
same veracious Bridger who told Ray
nolds of a waterfall so high that the is
sue of a glacier-fed lake, cold as ice it
self, flowed over the top of it, and he-
fore it reached the bottom it actually 
became hot "by friction." 

POWDER KIVER DIVIDE. 
Rising from the Little Missouri we 

commence to ascend the Powder River 
divide, between the Missouri waters and 
those of the Yellowstone. This i- a de
pressed northerly continuation of the 
Black Hills. Tho Rocky Mountains 
from Mexico to British Columbia are 
like a vast tree, the butt to the south, 
the branches to the north. Between 
the branches and the stem are high pla
teaus, Inclosed by the former. Hence 
all the rivers, (the Arkansas, Platte, 
Yellowstone, Columbia), it will be ob
served, flow northward from their 
sources till, turning the points of these 
branches, they then find their true 
courses either southeast into the Missis 
sippi or southwest into the Pacific. But 
this Pacific Railroad divide is not 
mountainous. It is said to be a mere 
prairie swell, where the line of the road 
will cross it. Southward, near the 
Black H ills, this backbone is described 
by Raynolds as a sandstone ridge, cut 
up by innumerable timbered ravines,the 
summit washed bate, leaving by erosion 

thousands of grotesque sandstone form-
ations, rising all over the country. 
Passing this, the road will descend by 
broad and grassy plateaux and a gentle 
declivity, to the mouth of Powder River, 
where this stream enters the region of 
the romance of tho interior of the 
Northwest, the scene of the exploits of 
the heroes of Bonneville and Irving, the 
Valley of the wonderful Yellowstone, 
up which it will take its way. 

GEO. AM'RED TOWNSES'D. 

LAKE SUPERIOR 

AND 

X T* "F» T 

Railroad Company. 

1873 Summer Arrangement 1873 

XTorthern 

Pacific 

Railroad. 
LAKE SUPERIOR AND 

MIS'SISS IPPI, MINNESOTA 

AND DAKOTA DIVISIONS. 

FAVORITE SUMMER ROUTE 

BETWEEN TItE 

NORTHWEST & EAST. 
DIRECT ROUTK TO 

DULUTH, LAKE SUPERIOR, LOWER 

LAKE PORI S AND 

^ „ .MISSOURI RIYER, 
Cheap Farms! BRAINEKR w: 

I N  M I N N E S O T A .  

The line of this Road is from 

ST. PAUL MINNESOTA, 

The of Navigation wit the Mi.-jissippi, h 

DULXTTH, 

At the Westera extreu;ity <yf 

I^ake Superior 

A distance 155 miles, with Braticu=> 

STILLWATER 

A N D  

MINNEAPOLIS. 

The Land Grant in  Hid of the construction of the 
K '»'i (10,8?Q acres to the mile) am.mnts tr. ths SK-
pi ef-'ate to 

1,632,000 A-crei: 

T/iMve pnrliiiiif! of I.an.t arc besf Hilnpled of 
:iiiv in ti e Ptrite f.u thi* (>iMil'ictii.n 'f V. heat, Corn, 
Hat} aii.l ;4'.1 kiriiii of Rr.iitp :uui i.tlwi- Vejjet'ioi^s. 
Many contain large hoilies <>f S'aturul ftieadont) <.r 
Grazing LHII.la; otners ar< \w!l tiin'm-red with Ooi: 
Mnpi';, Asli :>nd other H i iil Void ')';iut.er ; and • *i 
ethers :uv lurge bodies of Whit.- tin.I "iVl!•>.. ' Pine. 

The lantis are well vrateiLiJ )>y Kuim'sng ftivani.i 
and Innumerable Lakes and within llie Limits of 
fjamta belonging to the Company th<!'.ii is abundance 
of Walei Power for Mainifactm int 1'iti i osei 

These Lands are offered on Long 
Credits and at Low Rates. 

K.ii" instance, 40 acivj I* *old at $5.00 per acre 
mating $'^00. the payment wouid he ug follows: 

rrROIT, MOOIlAEAD, 
BISMARCK, PEMBINA, PORT 

GARRY, AND ALL POINTS' 

ON NORTHERN PACIFIC 

RAILROAD AND 

RED RIVER 

AND 

THE UPPER MISSOURI. 

1 .  S .  d f -  M .  K .  D U  J S I O N  
ocunecti at Thompson Jnnotion with the Wain Line 
Qf ti e .V irilism Pacific Uailr<i:id. Trains of Ule At»n-
ne.'ni.t Division in and from Brainerd and Moovhend, 
connect with night trains to imd fi-oui St. Paul »nd 
.Mliiueapi>ii>, making the trip between it. Paul or 
lU'inneapoli.- and Moorhead in2-i hours. 

from Mooihead trains run dally ta iua Missouri 
Rivei connecting at 

BISMARCK 
Willi the C'oulaan Line of Steamers for 

FORTS STKPIIENSON, BERTHOLD, 

BU FORD AND BENTON, 

HELENA CITY AND 

OTHER 

POINTS IN MONTANA. 

AT DULUTH 

Lines i»f Ni-w and Ehgant Steamboats fo. nil poinln 
on Lai.-.; Sapi-rior, Michigan, Huron and KrW, ecu-
uectin;5 with railroads to all points East and South. 

AT ST. PAUL 

vriththe ruads diverging therefrom; als«> Mii.fsjippi 
Meatuers. 

PULLMAM PALACE CARS 

On Night Passenger Trains. 

I BA* X 
ST. PAITL. 

'S:l& a. ru. I 
7-30 a. m f 

3:10 a. 
a in. » 

il:40 p. !ii. ) 

MINNKAPOLIS. 
a. m. |  

t-T:iO p. in. )' 

7:50 a. ii '. 

7:05 a. in l r  
p :a ) 

DULUTH, 
*9:CHIa. m. |  
8:Wp. to j 

.STILLWATER, 
p III. 1 

1:10 p. n. •• 
15 p. in. ) 

8:K- I .  in 

I Pc.r Duiuni, connecting at Thom
as Junction with Train on M3n-

I r.p.iula Division. 
!  A ITM at Duluth 4:40 P. in. 
• (HO a. in. 
i-
For  St i l lwater .  

Arrive at tilillwater !>:00 and 
I and 11 a. in. and 5:®). p. m.* 

For [itiluth. connecting at Thorn-
: 1011 Juri<;t!C.h ivt.h trains tor 
i  Minnesota Division. 
|  Arrive at Duluth 4:50 p. in. U:D£) 
'  a. m. 
; For Stiilwate. 

Arrive at Stillwater S K jO  a. in. 
For Chasl.ii, Carver and Sioux 

City Junction. 
I Airivv it Sim.x Oily Junction 

at S:53 a in. an.'. 5p. m. 
Foi St. Paul, Minneapolis, S'.ili-

Wrtter j: nd roads direrginc from 
I St. Paul 
J  Arrive at St. Paul at 5:10 p. in. 

•Hid a. m. 
A t. Minneapolis i<t o-SOp. >u. 
t. V) a. in. 

I 
• Kir St.. Paul. 

Ariiv-"- at. fc-t Paul 'tt 9:40 «. m. 
and r. 10 p. in. 

Minneapolis. 
Arrive at ilinneap/iiis 5:80 p. m. 

l.«t year - *11.0!} sSia.W 
2d '  " - 27.1X1 11. at 8-* . 'M 
3d " - 27.001) y.45 30 -i.) 
•Hli " - '*1.00 7.5# .'14..VI 
f>th " 27.01 5.C7 82.07 
Cth " - 2T.'.0 3.78 Us.*9 
7tb " 27-110 2». N'l 
8th " - - 27.00 27.l*i 

The purchaser having the privilege to pay up iu 
full at any lime he ilcsire-i, thercbj w.n^ the pay
ment of Interest. A deduction will ;>c made ir; 
credit price for all ca°h payments 

Also for Salt!, Large Bodies of Valuable 

PLJSr F: TIM BJTR. 

Special Inducements to Mills. 

PAMPHLETS FREE. 

Far further particulars apply to 

C. E. FURNESS. 

Land CommiukHttr, No. 78 Jacktoa j3t., St. Paul. 
No 1 iy 

9IOL.K CITY,  
J (/NOTION'. 1  

in. I ;F»/ Minneapolis. 
G:00 p in. i 1  Arrive at MinneopolU at 11:85 

t a iu. and SicOO p. m. 
"Dine 'it Hincklej 
••Daily, except Satin day 
Ail other Trams Daily excjpl. Snnduy. 

J I J . Y A  ' E S  T A  D I V I S I O N  
l.R.ivr.' fur ilrainerd,Moorhead and In-

DLLl'TH, i termediate Stations. 
I Arrive at Moorhead atd:00p. 

*1 rf.tl a. ill. I 111. 
it 'or Brainerd, Duluth, St. Paul 

MOORHKAD, :ind Minneapolis. 
6:30 a. in. 1 Arrive at Duluth 7 30 p. in. 

DAKOTA DI VISION. 
leavi' |For Bismarck and intermediate 

FAKftO, |  points arrive at Ui°uiarck at 
*fi.00 a. ni. !J:'iO p. tti. 

;Kor Forgo, Mooihead lirniuerd, 
BISMAHCK, ! Duluth Ht. Puul and Mliine&po-

•G.OO a. ui. • lis>. 
|  Arrive at Parg.i at ft-10 p. ID 

• Dine at Saraestown. 

T O  S H I P P E R S  
o  P  

MONTANA and IDAHO. 
The Northern Pacific R'ii li 'jad was cure plated to the 

MISSOURI RIVER 

and opened for transportation of through freight ncd 
passengers on theaixth of June. 

By the opening of this route the tins Is reduced 
five to ix days between Fort Bunion and Bastem 
points which together with thu facilities for handling 
fre&ht, aod comfort for passengers, iof»kc- it, by fai
th t 

MOST DESIRABLE ROUTE 

from the East to the Northwest or return. 
The rate ria thi» l'.ne will be suck as to always 

enable it to compelo ^u.-cemfully with all rail route*. 
Fur information as to rates Jsc , apply to 

H. BROWNSON, Agent, 
HiscsArclr, D. T. 

C. W. MEAD, General Manager. 
G. tt. SANBORN, General Ticket Agetit. 

Wl. 9. ALEXANDER, General Freight Ag -m. 
Onnerul Offices at Bralacrd, Minn. ly 1 


