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Bifemarck, D. T. April 15,1874 

DAKOTA CLIMATE. 
On the third instant the writer hereof 

left Wells, on the Southern Minnesota 
Kailroad, one hundred and ninety miles 
south of Bismarck, and nearly five hun
dred east, coming directly to Bismarck, 
stopping one day only in St. Paul and 
Minneapolis. In Southern Minnesota 
the ground was not wholly bare nor 
was the frost out so that crops could be 
sown even on the hignest lands where 
the ground was prepared last fail. The 
streets at St. Paul were icy in many 
places, and the ground generally covered 
with snow. At Pine City there was 
about two feet of snow, increasing to 
three feet at Aitkin, which is in the 
heart of the Minnesota pineries. At 
Brainerd there was still good sleighing, 
and had been since the middle of Octo
ber. At Detroit Lake we found the 
snow about the same as at St. Paul, at 
Fargo, about lik'e Wells, at Jamestown, 
no snow, at Bismarck, farmers plowing 
and sowing, some hav.ing broken prairie 
on the fourth inst. The weather was 
as charming and warm as May in Min
nesota. On the ninth inst. the Missouri 
River was open at Bismarck, the Missis
sippi only to Winona. At Bismarck 
during the past winter there has not 
been to exceed eight inches of snow; 
the ground has been bare half of the 
time; there has not been three weeks 
of sleighing, and every citizen at Bis
marck will testify that stock have lived 
and been kept in fair condition on the 
prairies and river bottoms near Bis
marck, duriug the entire winter, with
out hay or grain. The writer spent 
January and February in St. Paul, and 
compared nearly every day the weather 
reports from Bismarck, received by tele
graph, with the weather reports in St. 
Paul, and Bismarck was uniformly from 
fivo to twelve degrees the warmest. 
People who are inclined to think this a 
cold country because north, should re
member that as we go west the. climate 
is modified so much so that five hundred 
miles further west plowing and sowing 
is usually done in March, and sometimes 
in January and February, while a thou
sand miles west of Bismarck, is found a 
rainy season instead of the Northern 
winter. 

Those inclined to pity we poor Dako-
tians should save their sympathies for 
the residents of frozen New England, 
for frigid Minnesota, or icy Nebraska. 

No Taxes. 
No tax was voted at the recent town 

meeting in Bismarck, for none is needed 
to sustain the organization, there being 
no public improvements demanded or 
needed. The streets are in as fine con
dition as Third Street in St. Paul is 
since it was paved, and the town is not 
in debt, therefore no money was re
quired on these scores. The only taxes 
which are liable to fall on the people at 
Uismarck, are for county and territo
rial purposes. The schools are sustained 
wholly from fines and licenses, the peo
ple not having been taxed one dollar for 
these purposes yet. The commissioners 
are showing a commendable spirit of 
economy and do not allow or authorize 
a bill without close scrutiny. These 
facts will tell greatly in our favor in 
the future. 

r THE TOWNSITE. 
The townsite imbroglio must be settled eoon in favor 

of Bismarck or it will be!settled against it; if not 
settled soon,' the townsite will be removed to a rail
road section, and the track changed to accommo
date the new locality. -Tho railroad company 
can net afford to wait much longer; they want the 
matter settled so that men may come in and make 
investments; may come in and make permanent im
provements; so that they may put up permanent 
buildiEgs. They want the townsite where it :s; the 
location suits then, and should the matter be settled 
soon, it will remain here, but new complications con
stantly arise, and it is in worse condition now than 
ever befo.e. The Paget Sound Company claim it 
through their agent, Geo. W. Sweet; Joseph Pennell 
claims it under tho pre-emption law, and it has been 
supposed that the Puget Sound Company expect to 
obtain title through him. Edmund Hackett claims it 
under the pre-emption law, Michael Tippie and Geo. 
Joy also claim it under tbat law, and of late the cor
porate authorities have claimed it, as they hold, under 
the townsite law, for the benefit of the entire people, 
Now, one of these parties is right—the remainder are 
wrong. One has a valid right—tlie others have not, 

,.f *h3se claimants have their friends, who are 
sure their man will win, and asto who will win is a 
matter, possibly, l<»r the courts to decide, involving 
endless litigation and an enormous expense. 

Every citizen, who, has invested in building, and 
nearly two hundred have, have an interest in seeing 
this matter settled at once,—a direct pecuniary in
terest. 

In an articlc which appeared in THK TRIBUNE, March 
14th we favored the claim of the Pnget Sound Com
pany, not because we preferred that they should have 
the townsite, but because we were fully convinced 
that they will succeed in the end in holding it. At 
the time the article was written we did not know of 
th? Joy claim, nor of the Peoples' application. Had 
wc have known it, however, our view would have 
been unchanged, our advice the same. 

Either the Puget Sound Company is entitled to it 
un'ler the townsite law, or it is not entitled to it. If 
the c!aim was not taken as a townsite>y them in June, 
1872, it was taken by pre-emptors, ard was subject to 
the pre-emption law, in July, when Messrs. Hackett 
and others claim to have 4 'squatted" on it, aud in that 
case the one who can prove conclusively that he was 
here first, will be able to hold it, and those coming on 
afterwards are trespassers, and have no more right to 
organize a townsite company and take it, than they 
have to take possession of Mr. Pye's lumber office for 
their private use. And should either of the pre
emption claimants gain possession of it, they can hold 
as their property, every dollars wo:th of improve
ments that have been made. House owners would not 
even have the right to remove their buildings without 
consent. Should they agree, before proviog up, to 
deed to the persons claiming lots, the ground claimed 
with or without consideration, they will have placed 
themselves in exactly the same position that the op
ponents of Mr. Penuell claim he is in, presuming 
he has agreed to deed the whole to the Puget Sound 
Company. 

It is alleged that Mr. Sweet is acting for himself and 
not for the Company, but he claims to be acting for 
the Company, and the Company admit he is acting 
for them. THK TRIBUKK is authorized by Gen. Man 
agerMead, to say that the interests of the Pug it 
Sound Company and the railroad Company are now 
identical; that Geo. W. Sweet is acting for that Com
pany, and if his townsite filing is allowed, the property 
will pass into the management of the railroad Com 
pany; that the railroad Company will stand between 
the people and ®eo. W. Sweet, and guarantee them 
justice. 

This being the case, THK TKIBUNB insists that it is 
to the interest of every householder in Bismarck, to 
have the Puget Sound Company, which is now tho 
same thing as the railroad Company, get the townsite, 
and the time is coming when those who now dis' 
sent from our position will agree with us. 

We have from Gen.Howard,the Land Commissioner, 
assurances as to what the policy of the railroad Com
pany will be in the matter of lots. The lots now oc
cupied will be sold at from $100 to $300, other lots 
to be laid out will be fifty feet front and will be sold 
at from fifty to one hundred dollars. 

If this thi|ig is settled in the way proposed it will be 
cheaper to buy the lots on which the buildings stand 
than to move the buildings, if it is not so settled. 

NOTES AND NEWS- ;* 
, Ludington was again re-elected Mayor of Mil
waukee. ' 

The first boat of the season arrived at Winona, on 
the 6th inst. 

The Massachusetts Senatership question remains as 
formerly stated. 

The Post Office Department has disposed of ICO,*00" 
000 postal cards. 

Ingersoll was elected Governor in Conneoticut by 
a plurality of 4,826, 

Bankruptcy proceedings in the Sprague ease have 
been discontinued. 

New York dispatchcs indicate that the President may 
veto the Currency Bill. 

Lvman P. White was elected Mayor of Brainerd, 
upwards of one hundred majority. 

The saw mill of J.M. Payne & Co., at the Jonetion, 
recently destroyed by fire, is being rebuilt. 

Boss Tweed is suffering under strict discipline and 
his friends think it will kill him. He can't stand grief 
evidently. 

Governor Davis, Minnesota, has appointed George 
B. Toung of Minneapolis, Associate Justice of the Su
preme Court. 

The New York Legislature adopted almost unani. 
rcously a recommendation of Gov. Dix, strongly op-
pt sed to inflation. 

The Senate has confirmed the nomination of Col. 
Wood, Lt. Col. Whistler, and Majors Seges and 
Hough, promoted from the grade below. 

The eight hour system is abandoned l 7 'aster 
Mechanics in New York, and they refuse to employ 
men who will not work ten hours a day. 

In the prayer crusade region, in Olio, the Demo
cratic ticket was almost uniformly successful. This 
was true at Cincinnati and Dayton, particularly. 

The financial question is at last settled in Congress, 
And in favor of inflation. This is a good thing for the 
West, in the immediate present, but statesmen may 
well fear the result. 

Jay Cooke & Co., have accepted first mortgage 
bonds for the advances made by them to the Northern 
Pacific Company, and the Company is now left with 
only a nominal debt to provide for. 

McCartv, the Chicago Divine who kicked up such a 
row in Chicago, and was kiched out of the synagogue 
3ta^>d to a reporter that preaching was not his best 
holb He has concluded to come west.' 

Mr. Welch who made serious charges in relation to 
Indian matters against Wilder, is likely to come to 
grief. The latter gentleman has commenced suit for 
$100,000 damages, and can prove innocence. 

The contest for Mayor in Minneapolis resulted in 
favor of Wilson, by a plurality of 386 votes over 
Brackett, Thompson the regular Republican nominee 
hal only 415 votes, Brackett 2,14T, Wilson 2,£83. 
This result seems to be more of a victory for Brackett, 
though defeated, than for anybody else. 

The Avant Courier, reports the Bozeman Yellow
stone Expedition below the mouth of the Big Horn 
where it bad determined to build a stockade. Abou4 

the 15th of March the expedition was attacked by 
about twenty Indians, three of whom were killed. A 
party is forming at Bo wnan to join the expedition. 

The Missouri River freights have at 
last been awarded to the Goulson Line 
instead of the Eountz Line, but the 
government reserves the right to ship 
by other steamers. This will probab
ly result in dividing the transportation 
to some extent atfdlp'm&JcLfltt :T?"i mammom SCOCK ar-
the headquartet6^rjb1Uii:llAn^«jtf.*PW4':which wi" be in a T,r' few da-T8' 
The* awami.ta .Cpulson.ig not a.def$at, 
of ttt0 Nbrthpfn Plcifie**as Sap\beel»S 
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The Northern- Pacific Railroad has 
not been blockaded an hour daring the 
put winter; the track from Jamestown 
to Fargo, one hundred miles, abandoned 
in November, was opened .on the 16th 
of March, with only twenty-four heure 
labor. 

Btgular mails emuMseed roninf 
Bismarck on the lit iist,- the reo* 
agents jranaiig through !• 

The Town Meeting. 
At the town meeting on the Tth inst., 

the following gentlemen were elected 
for the offices named: 

Chairman of the Supervisors—C. W. 
Freede. 

Supervisors—Ward Bill, P. Maloy. 
Town Clerk—R. D. Gutgesell. 
Town Treasurer—J. A. McLean. 
Assessor—George Joy. 
Justices of the Peace—T. C. Adams, 

D. W. Foster. 
Constables—John Millet t, T. Madden 
Overseer of Highways—M. R. For

tune. 
Pound Keeper-—Robert Scott. 
Two hundred and eighty votes were 

polled. The town meeting passed off 
quietly, with none but good natured 
strife. 

All those who are in want of a new 
suit of clothes, a nobby bat or a new 
neck tie,or anything in the line of shirts 
or nice dress goods, jhould wait until 

,R»ym.ond k Allen's mammoth stock ar-

.• • .Amateur. Minstrel performance 
tAj-rthe the catholic church 
"fund luet nigfil passed off very pleas
antly. There was-a large attendance 
and the performance, considering the 
circumstances, was good. 

* 
A land offiee is certain to be estab

lished at Bismarck this season, so Dele
gate Armstrong ̂ writes. The territorial 
division bill was recommended favor
able by. the e<nnaiitto»iar l»tk> henees. 

indignautljrdenies that 
•* •. a pass on the North-

from Duluth. j * *  ̂f!:*r -.3 « >«»A1 

Personal Mention. 
John A. Stoyell has gone to Yankton. 
J. R. Jaekson has gone below to wood 

up. 
J. J. J. J. has gone below for a few 

days. 
Lt. A.kE. Smith of Fort Lincoln re 

turned Friday. • 
Col. Custer, brother of the General ] 

has gone east. 

Hon. Geo. F. Potter left Fargo for 
Washington Friday. 

Alonzo Plummer brought sunshine to 
THB TRIBUNE office -Friday evening. 

R.W. Chase has been looking around 
town for a day or two with an eye to bu
siness. 

Jas. G. Marsh and wife, of Warren 
county, Pa., brother of R. R. Marsh, ar
rived on Friday's train. 

C. W. Darling, Fuel Agent of the N. 
P., was in town yesterday; also S. B. 
Rodgers, operator at Jamestown. 

J. S. Carvelle, it is reported, has 
commenced suit in the District Court 
to gain possession of the Judge of Pro
bate's office. 

W. E. Campbell, of T. B. Campbell & 
Co., St. Paul, was in town two days 
this week. This firm don't object to 
the Northern Pacific trade. 

Capt. J.' W. Raymond and wife have 
gone eist. The Capt. for goods and 
Mrs. Raymond to visit her fathers fami
ly, Gen. Leasure, in Pennsylvania, 

Sutton Winston left for the East 
Thursday. You may expect new goods 
when Winston is heard from. 

J. D. Broad well is appointed Register 
of the land office at Pembina vice Brash* 
er resigned. 

Mrs. Major Sperry, of Belleview, 
Ohio, wife of the Berthold Indian 
Agent, Mrs. Grannis and child and 
Mr. Snyder and family, of Waupon, 
Wisconsin, and Mrs. Morgan, of James
town, New York, are (stopping with 
Deacon Mann waiting fer the first beat 
to Berthold. The gentlemen of the 
party, including a brother ef tho Agent, 
w s m .  

already enthusiast* friends of tho 
country, and some of them will give 
Gen. Mason o tilt. 

Improvements-
The irriter hereof left Bismuck four mqnths ago, 

returning April Sth. He is supriaed at the improve* 
ments which have been made on every hand, _not only 
in buildings erectsd last season, but in the way 
new buildings, already completed or in the course e* 
construction. THE TRIBUNE has neither time or space 
to give a list of these improvements, this week, but it 
will afford us pleausure to note tne progress of the 
town and vicinity from time to time. 

To an occasoifial visitor at Bismarck last year, the 
improvements at the Capitol Hotel, made • during the 
winder, will appear most striking, as well as pleasing. 
New flews have been laid, additional rooms made, 
and the house newly papered and painted. Every
thing is neat and tasty and a stranfer can not help 
being satisfied. The hotel erected by Petjr Ostlund 
last summer has also been overbaulid and put in good 
shape, and Mr. Bailey, who kapt the most popular 
boarding house in the city, last season, has assumed 
charge, giving Bismarck an additional first class house, 
conviently located. The church improvements are 
noted elsewhere. 

The improvements made by John Mason are worthy 
of more than a pasting notice. Stepping in for a 
moment we noticed the floors as clean as water, soap, 
sand and labor could make them; the walls newly 
papered and painted; new show cases, diver mounted, 
Bauer's best, neatly arranged, '*> counter for Cigar«> 
4c., nicely cushioned, and ttie bar arranged In a 
manner skillftil and pleasing, presided over by the 
genial Theodore. 

Fences have b^en erected on every hand; some to 
hold lots, others in the way of permanent improve
ments. A number of gardens are being planted and 
shade trees set out. Proctor has taken the lead in the 
matter of shade trees and has made creditable and 
substantial improvement iif^that direction, on his 
claim. 

-r* 
Farming at Bismarck. 

It has been stated that this is not a farming country, 
and in a review of Gen. Hazen's letter, the editor of 
this paper sometime ago stated that he knew better. 
There are others who know better also, practical men 
some of whom raised good crops h?re last season, and 
who are willing to risk their time and money again. 

The following named gentleman, for instance, will' 
plant the number of acres set opposite theh respective 
names, vis: 

Oscar Ward and Son, 28 ; H.N. Holloway, 15; R. 
M. Douglass. 40; J. M. Ayers, 15; Col. Donnelly, 
15; Col. Lounsberry, ; Chas- McCarty, 15 j .Henry 
Waller, 10; Mr. McNeill, 4; W. E. Cahill, 20; 
Messrs. Bonner and Demarsh, 80; Pred Glrard, 4C* 

Many others whose names we have not learned will 
also put in from two to ten acres. And they will 
succeed, because every farming experiment tried 
here has succeeded. Col. Lounsberry is planting 200 
raspberry plants, 100 currant bushes, a large num
ber of Hyslop and Transcendent crabs, white willow 
cuttings, £c. The Colonel has engaged the assistance 
of William Cannon, one of the best horticalturists 
in Minnesota, to take charge of his jjrming operations 
and will no doubt niake it a success. 4 

Yellowsto*e Expedition Photographs 
The photographer who accompanied the Yellow

stone Expedition, writes under date of March 6th: 

1 have succeeded after considerable delay, in ob
taining from the Government, the photographic nega
tives I made last summer, on the Yellowstone Expe-. 
dition, and will commence in a few days, the publica
tion of the same, and will have for sale complete sets 
of these very interesting pictures. . I have 100 stere
oscopic negatives, from which I can print any number. 
The price per dozeu will be $3.00, or the entire set 
of loO, $20.00. The 11x14 size consist first: Yip* of 
Bad Lands near the mouth of Powder River, second, 
Yiewof Bad Lands five miles above the mouth or 
Powder River, near the Yellowstone, third, ditto, 
fourth, Remains of a grave of five Indians, fifth, On 
the Yellowstone, near the mouth of the Big Horn, 
sixth, Is a suberb view of Pompey's Pillar, (A paint
ing is now being executed by Max Weyl, a Washing, 
ton artist of note, from my photograph of this view), 
who was struck with its singular grandeur, seventh, 
Third Camp on the Muscleshell,—Every one who 
accompanied the expedition shpuld secure a copy of 
this fine view of our beautiful camp on the Muscle-
shell, eighth, On Baker's old trail between Pompey's 
Pillar and the Muscleshell. A characteristic view of 
the country at this poinl, ninth, A squadron of Cus
ter's Cavalry, Capt. Yates commanding. This is pro
nounced a successful picture in every sense of the 
word. Rarely, if ever, has a large photograph been 
made where all the horses a*>d riders are so clearly 
defined as on this occasion. The 11x14 size are $2.59 
per copy, oqpjthe set of 9 for $12.00. Set of eaeh of 
sterescopes and the large size complete for $28.. ' 

Every soldier who was on the expedition and every 
citizen interested in the Yellowstone country should 
send for copies of these photographs, enclosing the 
price indicated to Wm. R. Pywell, No. 625 D Street, 
Washington, D. C. Mr. Pywell refers to Gen. Custer* 

Settlements. 
Some two hundred claims have been taken in the 

vicinity of Bismarck, the past six months, nearly 
every claim in four townships having been taken, 
many claims have also been jumped. The eountry 
has already settled to a- great extent, but there is 
room for more. Those who want either Government 
or railroad land in the vicinity of Bismarck should be 
moving. 

Connty Commissioner's Proceedings* 
At a regular meeting of the Board, held April 7th 

A. D. 1874.—Present, J. P. Dunn, Chairman, W. h! 
H. Mercer and T. P. Davis. 

The following resolutions were presented by T. P. 
Davis, and after due consideration were passed by 
theBoard. ' 

Whereas, The Co. Com. at their regular meeting 
held on the 6th day of April, A. D.' 1818, deem an 
expenditure necessary, greater in amount than can 
be provided fer by the annual tax, fer the purpose 
•r building a County Jail, and the sum required there
for being $800,00, and whereas in order to raise said 
sum of $800.00, it will bs necessary to tnake a special 
assessment for that purpose. New, Therefore H is 
moved and carried by said Beard *f Ce. Com., that a 
special election bejcalled four weeks frem Wednesday 
April 15th, 1S74, for the purpose of voting a special 
tax to the amount ef $S00.M, to build a County Jail 
and that the County Clerk prepare the proper notice 
fer the calling ef said speeial flection and have the 
same published in Tn BISXAUOK Tinni, fer the 
period ef four weeks. Electors will vote yea or nay. 

Moved and carries thai the Apple Greek Prednet 
be attach ed to that ef Bhmarek for this '.pedal elec
tion, that the efflee ef Thomas Van Kites be the 
plneefer holding the pells, *kd Aat lichard Lambert, 
J. W. Fisher amd Henry MM be the Judgte ef Blee-
fiOB. 

Miived and earrted tftal MM heuee ef W. E l. 

WeedeTreelnet, and .•ha*.„W^%;V.' 
WlttMi and J. I. faylov, te l«0p« 

iMertt 
Hp Ja»k|L 

* John Mason. ' •' 
^ This gentlemen is one of our most 
enterprising and honorable citizens. 
Though not able to obtain title to lets ' 
he has invtostedvnearly six thousand 
dollars in permanent and substantial 
buildings, buildings alike creditable to 
his taste and to the town. St. Paul 
does not furnish a better apportoined 
billiard hall, a better arranged or bet
ter furnished bar. Donnelly or Sauls-
bury may haye a more expensive mirror 
but they- cannot excel Mason in other 
respects. His liquors and cigars are the 
best imported articles or rather the 
best imported articles are always kept 
in stock. Until lately all drinks have 
been twenty-five cents, the cheapest 
lager or the finest braudies, the cheap
est American cigar or the finest im
ported article, but Mason has inaugur
ated a change and persons* may now 
purchase cigars at from five cents to 
seventy-five according to their taste or 
circumstances, while the common drinks 
have been reduced to fifteen cents. Mr. 
Mason is open hearted, generous, just. 
His placs of business is always quiet 
and orderly, no carousing;,.no loud talk
ing, no gambling. He does a straight 
business and while Tns TRIBUNE does 
not endorse the business it does endorse 
John Mason's'manner of carrying it on. 

Ghnroh Matters. 
' At the Mite Society meeting Thurs

day evening there was a fair attendance 
and a very good time was had. These 
meetingthave tyeen kept? up all winter 
and a large fund has been raised for 
church purposes. The church' was en
closed and made habitable early in Jan
uary. It remains to be plastered and 
is about one half seated. The church 
and parsonage have been enclosed by a 
neat and substantial fence and the 
grounds prepared for a lawn. The 
Pastor, Rev. Mr. Sloan has labored un
ceasingly to beautify the premises, cre
ate and maintain an interest in the 
cause and has no doubt enjoyed himself 
more and accomplished more good than 
many an eastern pastor who , has been 
inclined to sympathize with him. 
Though the Presbyterian organization 
is weak in number their cause is just
ly strong, at least their perseverance is 
commendable. 

Attention is called to the new adver
tisement of Messrs. Baymond & Allen, 
who have added to their already exten
sive business, that of banking. 'Persons 
here wanting Exchange, or abrolad hav-
injg collections to be made will find them 
men of, the right stamp to deal with. 

Messrs. John A.r Stoyell and J. Dela-
mater haying dissolved partnership the 
new advertisement of Mr. Delamater 
appears elsewhere. Mr. D. is a young 
attorney of recognized ability and worth, 
a man of integrity, who can be trusted 
under any circumstances.1 Eastern par-

i • ' 

ties desiring to make investments here, 
will find it to their advantage to com
municate with him. 

Messrs. E. A. Williams, and II. M. 
Davis'have dissolved partnership, and 
the new.advertisement of Mr. Williams 
appears elsewhere. Mr. Williams is one 
of the oldest' settlers here, having came 
to With atiout ^e first party of men en
gaged on the railroad work; was elected 
in 1872 to the Territorial Legislature, 
and has taken a prominent part in af
faire here sine£. 

Clarke & Bill have engaged in the 
plow trade;  Douglas ditto,  and has al
so included wagons. " 

•  . i i . — t  m .  i  '  •  !  

Mrs. Brownson keeps* house on Ool. 
Harry Brownsoh's homestead One mile 
north of the village. 

N. P. Clarke one of the shrewdest fi
nanciers in the west who has large in
terests here arrived Monday. 

The friends of Chris Gilson say he 
will go to the Black Hills with his party 
if the whole Seventh Cavalry interferes. 

Pat Gallighan is building a verandah 
and is repainting hit establishment. 

Five thousand dollars worth of cloth-
lap expected new la a, few days at 
ItaymoAd k 

. t 

: The ftrtv Linoela theatre Opened 
Thuritoy ft?!**- Ifor hnadf|rt ptr-
senswere prstent. 

m. r— 


