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NO REPORT. 
In consilience of the lutuLslidc 'in 

tlui bluffs near Sioux City \vc are 
without. our telegraphic ' rejiprt to
day. • The lines will bcJ up to-mor-
row. > , ' 

TilK IMU XKAH1VS FATf?. 

Thrir I.lability to Spontaneous 
(JOHlIlllKtlOII. 

I'oor WretclicH wliu linvc been 
UetliM'Ctl to Cludcrit and A»lie». 

The writer in tlie Cincinnati Com
mercial says:' Some yearsngo_u story 
said to lie one of those convenient, 
iinKlc-up storieSy Whicli help to fill out 

TlTeTjottom of a newspaper column, 
went the rounds of the press, and 
died away at last in the extreme rural 
districts, iihout the spontaneous burn
ing up of invokl Tennessee toper. It 
was s iid that he put'a coal of fire up
on his pipe to light it", and while in 
the act of-blowing..this coal, to ignite 
the tobacco, his bi'tath took fiie, a 
kind of blue flame antlv dense smoke 
curled up, and in a minute_or t wo, the 
smoke cleared awav, and Iijl that was 
left of toper, pipe, brcatli\and all, 
was a heap of ashes. \v 

Nobody seriously believed the "story 
of the Tennessce"~t"operpand~yet. wb<j]n 
one comes to look into the matter. b& 
will find that in different parts of the 
civilized world cases of spontaneous 
conibustiou of the' living human body 
lire on record which are as well au
thenticated as the battle of Bunker 
Hill. Medical men have been ac
quainted with such facts for years.— 
Moreover, cases in which persons 
have thus anticipated purgatory, and 
at the same time disposed of their 
bodies by involuntary self cremation, 
arc~by no means so uncommon as oi.e 
might suppose.. Various medical 
books mention numbers and numbers 
of them, about which there can be no 
shadow of doubt. 
. The causes of such an extraordinary 
phenomenon as the spontaneous 
burning up of a live human being 
was- at first an impenetrable mystery. 
Juries summoned in these cases readi
ly arrived, at the nearest and easiest 
way out of the difficulty, and dccided 
it came by a "vistationof God;" and 
even now, when visitations of God 
are not supposed to be so frequent as 
tliey used to be, the mystery of spon
taneous combustion is not yet wholly 
solved by science. This much is cer
tain however; it occurs in elderly per 
sons of intemperate habits. Both 
verv lean and very fat drunkards are 
liable to be burnt up. Thirdly, wo
men particularly are apt to be taken, 
out of the world in this awful man 

fearful going on in his room", the per
son said. The . keeper,>Mr. O'xNeill, 
hastined to the spot, and "found lying 
in the middle of tlie floor a burning 
human, botty, which was all pver of the 
color of u' red-hot coal. In the ceil
ing just above was a large 'hoje, on 
fudttround the edges, through which 
it appeared that the fiery, redhot 
body liad burned throiigli its way and 
dropped down into the room of the 
inmate below. The per; on occupying 
tlie room above was an old woman 
named Mrs. Pcacockc, who was not 
only a hardened sinner, but'an in\'et-
erate drunkard besides. Mr. O'Neill 
rushed up and burst open this harden
ed old sinner's door. In this room lie 
found to his consternation no,Mrs. 
Peacocke,' but only a lioTc in the floor 
through which Mrs. Peacocke had 

JiirfnecTher way to the nether regions. 
~WKat~oiIlv atiricrt-to-his-iiorror was 

that in Peacocke's room there;was 

remains of her hapless mistress. The 
rrunk of her body was entirely con
sumed, while her upper and lower ex-
irpniities Uverc' not injured. The 
truiikless head with the hair in curl
papers, was still leaning upon the 
right baud and against the .wall. The 
face was slightly scorched, but neither 
the hair nor the curl-papers were 
burnt in tlie least. Tlie room 'was full 
of the offensive burnt odor before 
mentioned. It was only with the 
greatest difficulty that the medical 
profession were able to reach the facts' 
of this case, since the famrly of the 
dead, woman used every means in 
their power to hush the-affair 'up.— 
No wonder! 

When a human being takes fire in
side, and burns tip of himself, how 
docs lie do it? The world, ^SpGSially 
the medieal-part-of— it,—having—oub_ 
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grown the theory of the vishation ofj. 
"jrod"on-this-subjcct,"it became neces
sary to account for spontaneous com
bustion on rational principles. This 
theory and tnat haye been held by dif-

_M.A_X.Uii:ACXL'inj]tS_QF 

found no sign of candle, candlestick, 
or fire, except a few coals which had 
been taken together and covered with 
ashes, to keep in' through the night,! ferent persons, but the most plausible 
and which had remained undisturbed one seems to be tiiat the combustion 
and uncovered in the grate. It was | is caused by the explosion, of inflam-
clear as daylight that the fire could j mable gases generated in a- ' diseased 

• — r ! i Jepraved -n. 

Death from ' spontaneous combus 
tion, or, as it used to be called, "pre
ternatural combustion by visitation of 
God," is almost instantaneous. One 
moment the unfortunate individual is 
a live human being; the next moment 
iie is a heap of ashes and a bad smell 
with perhaps an item or two of 
half-consumed head or foot left to tell 
what/iiad been. There is but one 
well' established instance which the 
spontaneously consumed person lived 
long enough to narrate how he was 
attacked. That invidual was a Roman 
Catholic priest, Father Bertholi. 
. Father Bertholi retired to bed one 

evening in the house of a relative.— 
A f:w moments after, "a strange noise, 
mingled with cries, was heard from 
the room." -The people of the house 
rushed in, and beheld Father Bertholi 
standing on the floor, surrounded by 
a strange, flickering flame, which re 

hot have- communicated fiom these 
coals. VVh'it was it then?-*" There 
was but one explanation. In the 
morning the mayor of the city, several 
ministers, and other honorable stand
ing and veracious gentlemen visited 
the scene and decidedjo the complete 

Satisfaction of all partie^TlTafince" 
tiitefe was no sign of her having 
caught fire from anything in the room, 
and "the extraordinary circumstance 
of no pa<t of the room being burnt 
except the'-center of it, through which 
she had fallen, added to the well au
thenticated circumstance of her recent 
diabolical imprecations and lies, oblig
ed every observer tot resolve so awful 
an event into the viMtation of God's 
judgment in the punishment of a 
daring and presevenng sfnjier." 

When any flame is observed about 
these spontaneously burning -human 
bodies it appears like the flaihe of 
alcohol, blue, flickering, very difficult 
to. extinguish by water, and does not; 
readily communicate to other bodies, 
even when the-y arc inflamable. Of
ten, indeed, extraordinary, to relate, 
the person's clothing has been found 
wholly uninjured, while the person 
inside the clothing' was burned to a 
cinder. The body itself is usually 
entirely consumed, while the head 
and portions of the limbs are some
times left untouched. The maid of 
Cornelia Bandt, an elderly Italian 
Countess, went into her mistress: 

room to wake her up, one morning 
She found no mistress, but upon the 
floor, a little distance from the bed, 
lay a heap of ashies, and in this dread 
ful heap of ashes some little parts of 
the head, eyes and arms of the unhap
py Countess. This lady had been 
constantly ill the habit of bathing 
her body with camphorated spirit of 
wine. 

All over the room and furniture 
where the Countess had been consum 
ed, there was a greasy, sooty deposit 
This moist", disagreeble deposit of 
soot, and an offensive odor of burnt 
meat, always attend and result from 
the spontaneous combustion of a hu 
man body. An examination of the 
blooij of these unfortunates—that is 
where there is any bipod left to ex 
amine—shows that a considerable 
quantity of aclabol is mingled with 
the watery part of tho blood. 

The liey. Mr. Ferguson, of Dublin 
relates that in the family of one of 
his parishioners, resided an old woman 
who, w ith her daughter, was in the 
habit of going to bed in a state of 
intoxication every night, Tho tw 

reded as they came ncafylilcc q will--slept In tlin same bed. The old wo 
of-tlje-vyisp. surgeon was called, 
who found the skin of the right arm 
and of tlie back loosened and hanging 
down. 

Tlie patient lived four days, and 
died in a most honible manner, too 
horrible to describe, 'The oply ac-

-uouiti hg could give of the attaok was 

Opposite ! 
Through 1'ime Tatikj inijf'a-t May !W, lS7r>. 

and depraved organization." Tho 
bodv of a" patient who died in a hos
pital in France was examined, and 

hen perforations were made in vari
ous parts of it, a gas issued therefrom 
which took fire from the flame of- a 
candle. \ 

The body of a living human, being 
sjametjmesJjecomes so diseased\ that 
its natural secretions are depraved 
and perverted? In this state it issup-
posed that certain inflammable gases 
are generated, which, mingling with 
air and oxygen form ex
plosive mixtures inside tlie human 
body. The generation of these gases 
is attended with heat, and off 3'0'Or 
drunkard goes, pop!- and nothing is 
left of him but a greasy smoke and a 
heap of ashes. 
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As the young lady remarked.abou 
the infant, "How sweet ; but howl 
balri for one so young." 

Cheer up, old maids! it's calculated ' 
tl^at when a. woman turns :>0, unmar-'J 
ried, she still has left 15.V chances out 

100 for getting a husband. ' 
At cm<^ of the eoloncd A. M. 10. 

churches iti^Columbus, Ga.,the other 
night, a woman scrcamed, "Glory !lse 
jest like sodX. water! Ise b'ilin' 
over!' N. - - ? 

When a woman fejls you that she 
is "doing her own work, now," you 
need not take it for granted that she 

nij tr 
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has previously lieen 
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man, for some days, had been drink' 
ing much more ardent spirits than 
usual, when one morning the family 
were awakened by a horrible smelling 
smoke. They hastened to the apart
ment of the two worsen, and found 
the body of the old woman black as 
a cinder j and-smoking all over. She 

"Alfred, darling," tenderly observed 
a young Milwaukee wife to her Hus
band I wish you'd take your ears dow)ix 

now; Mariar wants to dust thei eiliug 
Brooklyn Artjus.. 

A popr woman in St. Louis went to 
a doctor the other dajTTor medicine to 
check the appetites of her five children 
she being unable to provide sufficient 
food for them. 

Spilkins says that all the perils and 
horrors of maelstrom aren't a circuius-
stance to the horrors to the horrors of 
hearing a fe- male- storm on the piano, 
next door, from morning till niirht. o o 

Providence seems to watch over the 
little man with a big wife, and teaches 
him that one of the pricip al conditions 
of domestic tranquillity is to always 
keep his dander at low tide. 
^ Barnutri^s baby hipopotamus sold 
*25,000 at auction. There are babies 
in this country thatcouldnt be bought 
for twice the money. No indeed!— the 
iddj, pitty, goosey-'pooseys. 

When you dream that.you are eit 
ting a-straddle of an icebeVg, floating 
around ihe-NorthrPole, that is a sign 

WEEKLY. SEMI-WEEKLY and DAILY. 
K»1ah)].<<iicd lea* than three years a<?o as a Rep-

reseiuntive Hcpiihllcau 1'aprr, pledged to main 
in and defend the principle* and organization 

otslh e National KepuoMcan Party, the Int(!r-Oceiin 
wiu»sertrly pushed to the forefront of jourtuiliHin 
and achieved a sucCeHr* tinprecedented in the hln* 
Hiry ol »och enterprise!*. Jly univertia! ft^^fCJ»t It 
liuH tjecnVslgncd popitton au 

The Lsad^ng Republican Paper 
IN Thi^NoirniWEsr 

Not alone in Itw polit^bal character does the In 
ter-()cean rent. il« cluiimrvlo ])opi*lar favor. It 
atm» at highest excellence in nil departincntB. 
and in t!tft era of progressive 5onrnali<m aspire*' 
to position ainon^ the best. tv 

rl he Inter-Oceau make» ej*peciar^l;»i rn as 

A FAMILY NEWSPAPER. 
It- columns are carefully guarded oh-

jecdonuble matter, and every efl'ort !•« ih^le tc» 
render ita pleasant and pralliablr companion tr 
the home tlresidc. \ 
THE COMUEECIAL DEPARTM'Nl' 
It* conductcd wlth^rnat care, and everything ro^ 
nlhlf U done to make the 

MAKKET REPORTS 
Such aft the fanners and httHinefn men <»t ti e 
Northwest camely upon. 
The Avrlculliiral -Department 

lf« carffully <»ditcd by^calleineB of ivbilliv Jtjul 
experience. 

In Literature. Local and General Hews. Foreign 
and Domestic Correspondence 

Ihat-hc h;id-suddenly folt,vblow_.up6o. was quite dead when they reached 
the right arm, 'as if he had suddenly 
been struck with a club. On looking 
at. his arm he saw a spark of fire 
hanging to his sleeve, which instantly 
syas burnt qft' his arm. His cap -was 
also burnt off, while his hair was not 
even scorched. In this case theic 
was no fire or light in the room. 

Quo case , of "preteriuturnl coin 
lHistion," \yhich oecured sompthing 
over sixty years ago,- served an ex
cellent purpose to our good friends 
the Itfethydists, who printed it far and 
wide itmh^iado a truly awful example 
of it. The tnedical man who records 
thiia case is nt pains to stato in the 
beginning that he does not depend 
solely for his faots upon the Methodist 
Magazine, or evenjupon the Wesleyan 
minister who first-told the story, but 
that,, it. WHS confirmed froni other 
juiii'cesi -i'he st^ry of this tril'ly aw 
ful'e^amplfe is about thus; 

't\Tear 5? o'clock one^ight the keepe 
of -an almshouse in Limerick was 
awakened by one of the inmates in 
great alarm'. There was something 
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Ami every turns thill t'oua to niuku 

her, and almost entirely consumed^ 
while neither her daughter, who was 
beside her, nor any Qf tl\o bed cloth
ing was Injufod in tho slightest lie-
gree. 

One poor lady was awfully over
taken in the midst of a matrimonial 
squabble. One night her husband' 
camo ltome late fronp a'party, and the 
two quarreled violently, both being 
ip a stite of intoxioatioq, The wife 
insisted upon sitting up, the husband 
upon going to bed. The jadjf- per
sisted in her determination, where
upon the husband vowed that if she 
wou}d sit up, she would sit up in tlte 
dark, and so •> took her candle away 
and left her. ( 

Next morning the maid-servant, 
opening the wii|t|q\vs of thq hacl; par
lor, pereeiYet} "usomething" in her 
trjistress' arm chair." Sho thought at 
first that it had been put there by her 
mistress* son, as a scarecrow to fright
en her. Going nearer, however, she 
was suddenly horror-struck to fine 

, that tiiis awful "sometl;u)g" Wt>« the 

that your wife has pulled all the oover \ fibst-class nkwspapkh, 

trOtn you and wrapped herself up ill it. It in not excelled by Iiny publication tu ihc co-iii-
The other day, when a Detroit *ro- ,ry

%-;hl;a:;;0r;', „„„ 
ccr spelled sugar " s-h-u-a e r " a ^ATIO^AL XEWBPAP^B,-

. i b . I One Hint wil) l>u found uxeful mid Inlcrentiii'; to 
triend-pointed out'the word, anu re- 1 Americana lu every puriof th« globe. While ii 
marked, "That word isn't spelled ^i^iiy^pr^vts :i.o 
rlghit." "iia! I see," laughed- "the| Great Interests of the'Northwest, 
grocery "One would tllink I had no||{ •* Nat tonal Inlta • vlewe ana oMii.prehenalyo in 

And ho orossed "Ir^oul 
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At Whitehall, N.Y., recently, after 
a wedding, the bridegroom handed the 
clergyman what he suppose^ was ten 
dollars, but was rpaily a hundred dollar 
bill. On the following ' day he dis
covered his mistake and telegraphed 
the fact "to the clergyman, who how
ever, was unable to rectify* the error, 
as he had joyously hastened as soon 

a long standing debt. 
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