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their n imUr Mexican odier oil" for tlic other hort. The drajroons 4 ' .

tl,e rlitt 4 the Chief Ilutchcr their Ji'le arms ineffectual
lr, and ra' over the chase !

tri - ..... . J!.t..l ii. Iti n fail tri.itit. l ttii1il And

tnotmi lo jide hefore Uie jot,"in the a soon a he felt satisfied that he was

fjiain street of Uic tillage ; and every really thved, burst into an unsuprew.
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ir'nch na5 Col. Jolin Neil
a fund of humor that tin misfortune

cout.l ever exhaust, rind a flow
wrhich would have

him to dance on the graves of all his

rcong them, greeted the order to form dearet fiiemU, or to have sung Yitn

ia'.o line. ce ioouiu ni nn own exrcuiion.
ITio line was formed, and then hrol At a much later of Texan

en into two columns, when every in- - histurv, the writer had tho hapiiincas
lUuracnt of music in the Mexican host to mako the gallant Colonel't ac(ii:iint- -

oundeJ a merrv march, and thev niov. ance. I he fimt time I saw him was '

away with a quick step over the at the city of Houston, in llic summer
.rairic towards the west. of .845. lie nas stauding on the

Five minutes afterwards, a singular ground tcji of the flight leading tin
dialogue occurred betwixt the two lead- - to the door of ''The Star Hotel."
era of the front column of prisoners: Holding his sides with both hands,

"What makes ycu walk so lauio, ami emitting through his enormous
CVd. Neil ? Arc you wounded ':"iuk- - mouth boisterous explosions, he seem- -

e 1 a tall handsome man, with blue cd literally dying with laughter ; his

eyes, and bravery Hashing forth in all face turned purple, and the blue veins
their beams. on his forehead swelled out thick as a

"Col. Fannin, I walk larr.o to keep man' thumb, while his eyes, gleaming
from being wounded ; do you coniprc- - with savage mirth, remained fixed on

hnd ?" replied the other," with a laugh, a form in tho porch above him. The
and ueh a laucli as no one uiiuht de$- - latter was lawyer Scth Allen, a ucn- -

waa bo loud so luxurious, like tleman with the tall, meagre figure
tho roar of tho breaker of a sen of hit- - a barber s pole, a huge i3isficif,and
mor: it wa, in short, a lauah of of the great profusion of ruffles. He had
i imoit heart. fought a duel, to his autago- -

"I do not comprehend you for I am nist, the previous dav, and was just
no artist in riddles," rejoined Fannin, then relating to a circle wondering
smiling himself nt the ludicrous gaiety loafers the history his prowess. The
of his companion, so strangely ill tim- - contract between this skeleton figure,
cd. fop ish dress, and narrated exploits,

' You discover that I am lame iu hail struck Neil aa transccndentally lu-

nch leg," said Col. Neil, glancing dicrous ; and henco his sudden and
down at the members indicated, and ungovernable merriment,
mimicking the movements of a confirm' "Whut are you laughing at, fellow V
ed cripple, as he laughed louder than Allen demanded, sternly, ns he mea-eve- r.

J sured our FalstafT with ids eye.
"And yet," he added in a whisper, "At you," followed by another so--

"I have neither the rheumatism in my norouspcal, was the answer,
knees, nor com on my t es, but I "I'll leach how to make eport a
have two hir, wwrm in my bo,l gentleman !" shcutrd Allen, frenzied

"That U u t laiion of the trealy,by with rnge, as lie fled down the ic.s
which we agreed to deliver up alt our and aimed a furious kick full at the
anns," Col. Fannin mournful! v bug- - other's face.
csted; , Neil caught his foot in

"You will sec, however, liiat I fhall band, and then Htooping,
his right
suddenly

need them bcfoi e the sun is an thrusting his head between his leg?,
liih." rcnlied Neil. "Ah ! Fannin, and fairly raised him on his neck. In
you do not know the treachery of these that ridiculous position he trotted witlijnriii-u.-'

lia$c .Mexicans. the Inmoiu duellist several times a

At tuc insuitii Uic sun arose in a rouim lllc y' as a Etron man
ky of extraordinary brilliancy, and a mirij't Irot with a child, laughing

million flower eup flung their right noisily like an idiot, while Allen vocif-odo- r

aluoid over the green prairie, as
' crated for his pistols ! Neil then walk- -

an orTcring to the lord of light, when ca" R leisurely some fifty paces, and
th mandati: "to hah" was given by towd his burden into a mud hole,
one of Santa Anna's aids, and the tw o with a roar that was re echoed by the
columns prifoncrs were broken ut spectators.
and scattered over tho plain, in small An immediate challenge was the

wiuarcA, enuivled on every side Col. Noil accepted, chos'C rifles
by Mexican infantry and troops of e largest size, and fixed the dis
hom with loalcd muskets aud naked tancc at a hundred yards.
ttrords ! And then came a momenta- - " will onlv winji him." said the
ry pause, awful in its stillness ; and laughing hero, as ho took his stand ;

disturbed only by an occasional shnek he s too iioor to make good bacon !

of terror, as the most timid among the At the first fire he broke the other's
captives realized the impending storm. arm, and so the afutr onded.
of fire and extinction of life's last hope. A mere running icfercncc to the re- -

And then the work whole- -' main'mg fact of our single biography
. ' J.t i i -- i .t'.i.inaic murucr was ucgun, ana a scene I""51 emsc inn sKeicn

ensued such as scarcely might be
matched in very annals of hell itself. 'n

brought upj
fine of

The roar of musketry bunt in succors river, in Tennessee,
kvc rkls like appalling claps of thun- - age of lo, ho ran away from his fa-k-

but could not utterly drown the tber, and made his way to the wilder
prayers of the living, the screams of "c of Texas. He there adopted the
the wounded, and more terrible groans profession of anns, which he never
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