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"The roouut are too smalL I was
afraid of iDconveniencinz Mme. Dar-xac- ,"

answerel tbe unhapy man bit-
terly. "I asked Bernier to fetch me
a bed here. And tbeu vrhat difference
does it make where I am, since I do
not sleep T

We vrere both silent for a moment.
I was ashamed of myself and of my
wretched ' suspicions. And, frankly,
my remorse was so great that I could
not refrain from giving it expression.
I confessed everything to him my in-
famous ideas and how I hnd even be-
lieved when I saw liini wandering so
mysteriously over the new castle that
It was upon some evil errand, and so
had decided to go and look for tbe
"Australia" birthmark.

He listened to me with such an ex-

pression of reproachful sorrow that It
wrong my heart; then he quietly rolled

'
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ner! He was trying to steal Prince
Galltch's skull, which he believed to be
more ancient than bis own Just the
Jealousy of one savant toward another.
We shall ail laugh at him when he is
cured."

At that moment the door of the
equnre tower opened, and Walter, Old
Bob's faithful servant, appeared. His
face was pale, and he seemed very
nervous.

"Oh, Mme. Edith." he tried out, "he
is covered with blood! He doesn't
want anything to be said about it, but
he must be saved."

Edith bad already rushed into the
square tower. As to us, we dared not
utter a word. Soon the young woman '

returned.
"Oh." she sobbed, "it is frightful!

His whole breast is torn open!"
Ronletabllle reached tbe castle about

an hour after these events, He cut
short my demands for an explanation
and asked me immediately if I had
made a good catch.

"Oh, yes: a very good catch! I fished
up Old Bob."

He started violently. I shrugged my
shoulders, for I believed that he was
counterfeiting surprise, and I went on:

"Oh, yon knew very well what' kind
of fish I should find when yon sent
your message!"

"Ton certainly must be unaware of
tbe purport of your words, my dear
Eainclalr, or else you would have
spared me the trouble of protesting
against such an accusation."

"What accusation?" I cried.
"That of having lefr Old Bob in the

grotto of Romeo and Juliet, knowing
that he might be dying there."

"Oh, nonsense!" I cried. ."Old Bob
is far from dying. He has a sprained

up his shirt sleeve, and. bringing his'
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bare arm close to tbe light, he showed
me tbe birthmark, which made a sane
man of me once more.

"Ton may rub It as much as yon
choose," said Darzac gently. "It will
not cetne off."

1 begged his pardon a thousand
times over, with tears in my eyes, but
he would not forgive me until he bad
me pull at his beard, which remained
firmly attached to his chin, instead of
coming off in my hand.

Then only he allowed me to go back
to my room, which I did, cursing my-
self for an idiot.
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GT"TY thoughts turned to Roulela-- 1

11 1 bU'' what 'was b doing now?
II JJ WbT bad be gone awTl A I
I I lay there puzzling my brain
over the outcome of the affair I heard
some one knocking at my door. It was
Pere Bernier. who brought me a brief
note from my friend which had been
handed to Tere Jacques by a tittle lad
from the village. Rouletabille wrote:

I shall return early In the morning. Get
up as soon as this reaches you and be
eood enough to go Ashing- - for my break-
fast and catch some of the floe trout
which are so plentiful among-- the rocks
near the Point of Garibaldi. Do not lose
n instant- - Thanks and remembrances.

ROULETABILLE.
This communication gave me more

food for thought, for 1 knew by ex

rami., (Z Prmn 54-- 9 BTRATFXJRD. COICW. HIS t
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Rouletabille. -
"Do you believe that story? And

and that is all? No other injuries?"
"TPs." I replied. "There Is another

injury, but tbe doctors declare' that it
is not at all serious. He has a wound
In the breast."

"And how was this wound made?"
JWe do not know. None of us has

seen It. . He would not even permit
his coat to be taken off In our
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Ise to the with a certain air of
haughtiness which pleased me greatly,
that she would do everything possible
to obtain for him news of so precious
an object. The prince left us. When
we had finished returning his parting
salutes we saw Ranee before us. He
seemed very thoughtful. He had his
ivory headed cane In his hand and
was whistling, according to his habit,
and he looked at Mme. Edith with a
strange expression.

"I know exactly what you are think-
ing, sir," she said, "and you may keep
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She stepped near Rouletabille.
At ail events, she exclaimed; "you

can never explain to me how when he
was outside the' square tower he
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could have hidden behind that panel.
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pressively, looking at ber as though he
were trying Jo hypnotize her. "if God
is with me, before nightjt shall explain
to yoa all that you wish to know."

A little later I found myself in the

perience that whenever Rouletabille
seemed most occupied with trivial mat-
ters his activity was really most thor-
oughly engaged with important sub-
jects. ' ,

I dressed myself in baste, provided
myself with some old tackle which
was furnished me by Bernier and set
ont to obey the request of my young
friend. As I went out of the north)
gate, having encountered nobody at
that early hour of tbe morning (It was
about 7 o'clock), I was Joined by Mme.
Edith, to whom 1 showed what Roule-
tabille had written. The young wom-
an was greatly dejected over the un-

explained absence of her nncle, re-
marked that the letter was "so queer
that it made her nervous," and she in-
formed me that she Intended to follow
me to the trout streams.

We started. to fish for RouletabUIe's
trout. Mrs. Ranee and I both removed
our shoes and stockings, but I con-
cerned myself more about the dainty
bare feet of my pretty hostess than
about my own. She clambered Into
the pools and crept among tbe rocks

lower parlor of la Louve, tete-a-tet-e

with Mme. Edith. I attempted to re-
assure her, seeing how restless and
nervous she was. But she buried her
pale face in her hands, and her trem-
bling lips allowed the confession of
her fears to escape them.

"Let as go out Into the air," she
said impatiently. "I can't breathe in
this place." We entered the garden.
It was approaching tbe hour of noon-
tide, and tbe court was "a dream of
perfumed beauty.
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I looked at Mme. Edith. Beads of

perspiration stood, out on her fore-
head, and her face was as pale as

As soon as we came to tbe chateau
we encountered Mme. Edith, who ap-

peared to have been watching for us.
"My uncle 'won't have me near

him," she said, regardlngtRouletabtfle
with an air of anxiety different from
anything I had ever notice' In her be-
fore. "It's Incomprehensible!"

"An, madame," be replied, "I assure
you that nothing in the world is in-

comprehensible when one is willing to
take a little trouble to understand it."
And be offered tier his congratulations
upon having had her uncle restored to
her at the moment when she wassready
to despair of ever seeing him again.' '

Here we were Joined by Prince Ga-lltc- h.

He bad come to ask for news
of his old friend Bob. of whose mis-
fortune he had learned. Mme. Edith
reassured him as to her uncle's condi-
tion and entreated the prince to par-
don her relative for his too excessive
devotion t tbe "oldest skulls In the
history of humanity." The prince
smiled graciously and with the utmost
kindliness when he was told that Old
Bob had been attempting to steal his
skull.

The prince asked for the details. He
seemed very curious about the affair,
and Mme. Edith told bow her uncle
had acknowledged to her that he had
quitted the 'Fort of Hercules by way
oCthe air shaft which communicated
with the sea. As soon as she said
this I recalled the experience of Rou-
letabille with the flash of water and
also the close iron bars, and the false-
hoods which Old Bob had uttered as-

sumed gigantic proportions .in my
mind, and I was sure that the rest of
the party must bold the same opinion
as myself. Mme. Edith told ns that
Tulllo had been waiting with his boat
at tbe opening of the gallery abutting
on tbe shaft to row the old savant to
the bank in front 6f the grotto of Ro-
meo and Juliet

"Why so many twists and turnings
when it was so simple to go out by the
gate?" I could not restrain myself
from exclaiming.

Mme. Edith looked at me reproach-
fully, and I regretted having even,
seemed to have taken part against ber
In any way.

"And this is stranger yet," said the
prince. "Day" before yesterday the
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death. Edith led tbe way toward
the postern gate. The vault of this
postern formed a black arch in the
light, and at the extremity of this tun-
nel we perceived, facing us, Rouleta-
bille and Darzac who were standing
at the edge of the inner court like two
white statues. Rouletabille was hold-
ing in his band Arthur Ranee's Ivory
headed caue. Motioning with tbe cane,
be showed Darzac something on the
summit of the vault which we could
not see, and then be pointed us out
in the same way. We could not hear
what he said. Tbe two talked togeth-
er fqr a few moments with their lips
scarcely moving, like two accomplices
in some dark secret. Mme. Kdith
paused, but Rouletabille beckoned to
her, repeating the signal with his
cane.

We went on until we reached tbe
vault, and the others watched us with-
out making a movement to meet us.
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with a grace which enchanted me more
than Iuared express. Suddenly we
both desisted from our task and prick-
ed up our ears at the same moment.
We heard cries from the shore where
the grottoes are. We distinguished a
Httte group, tbe persons in which were
making gestures of appeal.. We hastily
rushed to the teach, and in a few sec-
onds we learned tbut, attracted by
moans, two fishermen had Just dis-
covered in a cave in the grotto of Ro-
meo and Juliet an unfortunate human
being who had fallen into tbe chasm
and who must have been there help-
less for several hours.

The quick conjecture- - which rushed
into both our minds at once proved to
be the right one. It was Old Bob who
had been fished oul of the cave. When
he had been drawn up on the beach
in, the full tight of day be certainly
presented a pitiable spectacle. Ills
beautiful black coat was torn and cov-
ered with mud, and his white shirt
was as black as tar. Mme.- - Edith
burst into tears and nearly went Into
hysterics when she found that the old
man had a brJoken collar bone and a
sprained foot. And be was so pale
that he looked as if he were goingv die on the spot.

Happily the case was far less serl-e-u

than It at first appeared. Ten
minutes later he was, according to his
own orders, stretched out on bis bed
in bis room in the square tower. But
could any one believe that he abso-
lutely refused to be undressed, even so
far as to have bis coat removed, be-
fore the arrival of the doctors? Mme.
Edith, more and more nervous, in-
stalled herself as his nurse, but when
the physicians came Old Bob ordered
his niece not only-- to, leave his room,
but to go out of the square tower al-

together. And he insisted that the
door should be locked after ber.

This last precaution was a great sur-
prise to us all. We were assembled
lu the Court of tbe Bold, M. and Mme.
barzac. Arthur Ranee and myself, as
well as Pare Bernier. who haunted my
footsteps, awaiting the news. When
Mme. Edith quitted the tower after
the arrival of the medical men she
came to us and said:.

"Let us hope that his Injuries won't
be serious. Old Bob is solid as a rock.
What did I tell you about him? I
have made htui confess, thu old sin
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'hangman of the sea' came to bid me
adieu, paying that he was going to
leave the country, and. I am sure that
be took the train for Venice, his na-2- ve

at 5 o'clock in the afternoon.
How then could, he have conveyed .

pout oneie In his boat late that night? I

In the first place, he was not In this
part of the world; in tbe second, he
had sold his boat. He told me so, add-

ing that be would never return to this
country."

There was a dead silence, and
Prince GsJltch continued:

"All this is of little importance, pro-
vided that your uncle, madame, recov-
ers speedily from his injuries and
again," be added, with another smOe
more charming than those which bad
preceded it, "if you will aid me in re-

gaining a poor piece of flint which has
disappeared from the grotto and of
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which I will give you tbe description.
It is a sharp piece of flint twenty-fiv- e

centimeters long and shaped at one
end to the form of a dagger In brief,
the oldest dagger of the human race.
I value It greatly, and perhaps you may
be able to learn, madame. through your
Uncle Bob what has become of it."

Mme. Edith at once gave ber prom- -
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