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Aim of Ball Player
Better Than That
Of Rille Shooter|’

“WOW! Did you ses that throw?”
Such an expression has been on
the lips of slmost every basebsall fan
dozens of .times, as he has witnessed
an outfiejder, after making a beautiful
running catch, whip the ball from deep
In the outfield to home plats without
hesitating to consider the distance.

“Just llke a shot from a rifle,” these
fans have added as the throws have
spanked into the catcher's mitt in time
to catch a runner attempting 1o sScore
trom third, =and they marveled at the |
accuracy. The fans would marvel still
more if they knew that under the con-
ditions the marksmanship of the out-
fielder was more accurate than would
have been that of the average rifileman.

If soine of the followers of the latter
activity doubt this just try running
backward or sideways for fifteen or
twenty yards and then without hesitat-
ing attempt to maks a buliseye Z25 or
250 feet away. 'Then, after you have
falled by severzal feet or yards, fess up.

The truth of this assertion probably
is no more strikingly brought out than
in wartime, wheén a retreating force,
in order to do any damage to its puyr-
suers, must first be ‘called to a halt be-
fore its fire becomes accurate. Thus
It was in the case of the Russians In
& recent drive by the German army,
for it was ndt until the former reached
points of advantage. where they could
be haited withoot great danger, that
the drive of tha Teuton forces came to
a stop.

The secret of the superior accuracy
of the outfilelder over the rifleman Is
instinct

The instinct to use the arm In throw-
ing s known to every hoy and man
and many girls and women. It evi-
dences (tself very early in life and the
throwing of sticks and stones or other
objects among boys of meager age is a
custom well ¥known to .everybody and
recorded many hundreds of times on
Juvenile court records. This Instinct
is developed to the limit in the major
league ball player, and it is becauss of
this that his throwing, under the con-
ditions he works, Is more accurate than
would be the marksmanshlp of the ‘av-
erage riflaman under the sgme condi-
tions.

Among the most sccurate throwers
in the big leagues today, the trio of
Red Sox gardeners—Tris Speaker,
Harry Hooper and Duffy; Lewis—form
the greatest collection. The St. Louls
Browns -boast Shotten; the St Louis
Cardigals. Wilson; the Washington
Senators, Clyde Milan; the New York
Giants, George Burns, and the Brook-
I¥yn Dodgers, Zack Wheat, who, with"
the three Bostonlans, class as the ex-
clysive set of fine whipped outfielders

MPTS of Federal leagiie agents
ign Joe Jackson 3 prior to
his shle to the White Sox threatened to
precipltate court procesedings against
the Chicago third leagus team and also
postpone indefinitely an agsreement be-
tween corganized basebail and the Gil-
rmore organization, leading to peace. in
the national pastime.

This was learned recently from a re-
liable rource. Ban Johnson the other
day was in Cleveland 110 convince
President Somers of the Indlane that
he has a clear case against the Feds
and if the Amerlcan league chief has
his way Weeghrman's team will be
compelled to defend itself {a court for
tampering with a player under an iron-
clad contract.

Calls It a Clear Case.
“There never wWas a clearer casé on
record of agents deliberately tamper-
ing with & man undsr an ironclad con-
tract than that of Joe Jackson, whom
the Feds tried to sign despite his writ-
ten word to play with Cleveland for
three years,” asserted one who claim-

Lo = ust

ed to know the facts.
Why Jackson Was Sold.
“Yes, that Is why Jackson was

placed on the market by Cleveland and
why the White Sox bouzsht him. -Presi-
dent Somers wag Incensed over the
tactics of the Feds -and the fact tha!
Jackson was in conference with them
miade it imperative that hs be sold to
some other team, as Sgomers was
through with him.
Joe Tinker After Outfielder.

“Rhoe Tinker was trying to get Jack-
son to =ign with the Feds. " Secretary
Blackwood got wind of it and went to
Jackson's home, He found Tinker
there. Fla cslled Jecksonr out and
asked what he was doing. He told him
he couldn't play with =sny Federal
lergue team as he weas under a con-
tract to play with Cleveland and that
contract couldn’t be broken.™

Wanted to Leave Cleveland.

As the story goes, Jackson rejected
the Fed offer and agreed to play for
somse other team,  preferring the White
Eox. The Cleveland batting’' phanom-
enon had been panned by a number of
Cleveland baseball writers' and wanted
to get away from there, it is sald.
President Comiskey has benefited
Immensely by the foraging tactics of
Joe Tinker, the Federal lozsgue’s sreat-
est' scout. When Tinker went after
Walter Johnson and ipfluenced him to
leap to the Whales It caused = panlec
in American league circles. he sale
of Eddle Coillins to the Whi Sox at
a recordyprice followed.

Now comes the same irrepressible
Tinker mand goes afler Joe Jackson.
His persuaxive powers haye worked
their same magic spell over the south-
ern, swatsmith. Jackson was spall-

'HOW THE WHITE SOX LANDED JOE JAC
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JOE JACKSON.

bound by the elogquencs of the Whales'
mansgger and talked contra.ct with the
Fed agent

Then Somers declded to sell Jackson
and asked for bids. Of course Comlis-
key was right om hand to goga little
higher' than any one else. He signed

Jackson, one of the greateat hitters In
baseball, for a price said to be in &x-
cess of $30,000 in cash and players

President Johnson admitted recent
that Cleveland probably would havs
kept Jackson had hs pot gone intoc &
conference with Tinker.
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season ‘owing 1o & Kidney aliment, out
at the clase of the season he will am-
dargo an operatiop and expects 'to be
ready to work steadily-next year,
' Otto Knabe plays sccond base for
the  Baitimore Terrapins besides guid-
ing the destiny of the isilenders. Otlo
ie onsa of the fastest leaders ‘in the
league, and his’presence Invariably in-
sures a scrap of-some Kind.
George Stovall of the Kansas -
Packers also I8 a'playing boss.
takes charge of the initial sack
has been in a.bmu. 100 games
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L i NORMAN TABER.
wm university runner, has announced that he

‘‘'of 'tha present seascon. ‘Taber is the holder of the
_ﬁ“ mwmmn,muupuzs

5al League Managera Are Real Ball Players

Bil} McKechnle was playmg third
base for the Newark Peps when Man-
ager Bl Philllps was released and
AMcKechnte has filled his place with a
dezree oL success that Indicates he will
be retained.

Harry Lord plays third base for the
Buffalo' club fully as capably as he
used to do when he was with the
White Sox i—ﬁs duties as mapager
of the Buffalpe: do nut seém to Inter-
fere with his playlng ability, his stick
work belng fairly good. He succeeded
Larry Schlafly ‘aa ma.rlager only a
month or su HEO

Rebel Oakes, the gulde ur the Pitts-
burgh Siogies, Is ihe regular center
fielder and consjdered ones of Lhe best
gardeners in the league. He is also
popular with the players and has his
team wel) 1o the frout In the Federal
leggue contest

NEW ADDITION TO THE A. A. U.
TB‘.E ta.r western champ:ormhlp con-
ference is the latest addition to the
JAmateur -Athletic unien. It wlll em-
brace ten, siates—Czlifornia, Wash-
ington, Oregeon, Montana, Uiab, Wy-
oming, GColorado, Idabo, New Mexico
and Arizona, as well as the territory
of Hawall and the Penama canal zone.
Tha naw organization will' foster
swimming boxing and football, as well
as track and fleld cdntests.

NEWARK PLANNING FOR A. A. U.
CHAMPIONSHIP. .
NEWARI;_ N. J., will hold the 1918
4% Amateur Athletic unlion track and
field championships at Weaquahic
park. Sparrow Robertson will build
the track, which It is expected will
cost $5.000. Thére will be a 220 yard
straightawey and a 440 yard course
with one turn. After the evenis the

fleld will be turned over to ths Newerk
clty lughor!tlen.

BA“}LBALL piay 'in the ma]nr and
minor laagues this season has been
productive of = number of unusual
performances, some of which have es-
tablished records or surplanted those
sxisting for some years, They I‘nciuda
almost every department of the game,
and at the rate they are plling up 1915
is likely 1o be remembered as the year
af- odd features
In the Pacific] Coast league Jack
Neas, first baseman of the Oakland
team. batted safely in forty-five consag-
utive gamies for a total of seventy hits,
brezking Ty Cobb's r‘gl:tir’d of one or
more hits In forty stra’ght games made
in 1911. Previgus to Cobh's adyent the
record was held by i—ia.l Chase, why, In
1807. batted safely inltwenty-seven con-
secutive contests. The same yvear that
Caobb was hittinz so censistently Otis
Clymer’ was establishing the minor
leazue record of safe hitting in twenty-
five straight games.

™Many Freak Plays This Season

Other extraordinary features (nclude
twenty bases on balls by Pitcher Harry
Harper In a game between Minneapo-
Hs and St. Paul of the American assg-
ciation; the winning of two games in
ons day by Pitcher Mellilnger of Cedar
Rapids team 'of the Cenwral associa-
tlon, who allowed' ffteen hits and two
,runs in twenty-four innings against
Marshalltown; a twenty-two Inning
scoreless tie game between Burlington
and Keokuk In the same association:
George Cutshaw's two safe hits on one
pitched ball which Umpire Klem dea-
clared legal In the Brooklyn-Chicago
geme of July 10, and Left Flelder
Rube Oldring's failurs to take the field
with the rest of his teammates untfl
_several balls and strikes had been call-
ad upon thes batter, die to an interest-
Ing converzation with Joe Sugden in a
recent Athletic-Browns game at St

L.ouis. These ars only a few of the
queer plays of the year.

TO become &n expert pololist a man

must be able to ride ltke a cen-
taur, have a quick eyea and hit the
sphere with precision while at full
gallop. To do this requires dally prac-
tice on the polo field.

Polo is a millMlognaire’'s game. Only
connected with the game; purchasing
ponies, their keep and men to care for
the mounts. It is stated on good au-
thority that W. A. Hazard of New
A¥ork at one time had sixty mounts
that were worth easlly $50,000. This
season hHe owns sbout forty of the
lhighest priced thoroughbreds sultable
for polo playing. -

A young polo” player at Bryn Mawr,
whose financed ar= somewhat limited,
states that to start In the sport re-
quires at least four mounts, valued at
$500 each, about 3200 for equipments,
saddles, bridles, ‘etc.: $30 per month
for keep and $30 per month for salary
of groom and boy, making a total of
about $3.000 per year.

Pole, sald to be of orfental origin of
fiigh antiquity, tracing back to 600
3. C.. was introduced into the United
States in 1836 and has made rapid
strides since that time; now having no
less than #ffty organlzations [n this
country, Including Canada, under su-
pervision of the National Polo asso-
ciation, of which H. L. Herbert is
chairman; W. A. Hazard, secretary and
| treasurer, and the following on the ex-

Polp Is a Rich ™Man’s Game

men of means can stand tha expenses

ecutive committee: August Belmant,
Joshua Crane, John C. Groome, W. A.
Hazard, Alexander T. Primm, Jr.;
Dudiey P. Rogers, W. Plunkett Stewart
and H. P. Whitney.

A GOOD ONE GOT AWAY.
‘VOI\DEHFUL are tha ways of the

major leagues. The Detroit club
is popularly supposed to have spent
$15.000 to land Bill James. Last win-
ter they might have had Eddie Plank
for $2,500. Thus far OI" E4 has won
fourteen games and lost eight with a
light hitting club addicted to slumps.
It Is reasonable to suppose with the
Detrolt artillery behind him Plank
would have won twenty games by this
time, and that would clnch the gon-
falon for the Tigers.

He might have done the
any other American league
they gave Eddie the twice
the go-by.

samsa for
club, yet
over and

CYCLIST KRAMER MAY RETIRE.
FRANh L. KRAMER of East Oranse,

N. J, after holding the profession-
al cycling title for fourteen years, mMay
retire from active competition at tha
end of the present season on the east-
ern tracks.. The passing of Kramer

A BASEBALL fan has asked, to de-
clde mn argument, for the name of
the pitcher who In &l baseball history
had the greatest slow ball
That gquestion has been put tao the
‘wise. men of baseball many times, and
they heys never® agreed. Old Hoss
Radbounrne;, Clark Griffith, Hank O'Day,
Virgil Garvin, Christy Mathewson, Otis
Crandsall Russ Ford, Fred Falkenberg
and Eddie Summers have been named.
Summers. with Detroit in 1307 and
part of 1908, had a wonderful slow ball
It was his “knuckier.”  After a time
gripping the ball tore his finger nalls

Who Had the Greatest

to the roots, and he Ioatthegﬂp that
made him a wilnner.

There are four good prﬂent day
slow ball hurlers—Russ Ford, with his
“soap bubble” ball; Falkenberg, 'with
his “reverse emery;” Mathewson, wlt.h
his “fadeaway,” and Crandall; with his
“snake curve.” :

Crandall went to the majors at an
age when most pitchers ars nearly =il
in, and his arm was nons too strong.
He was a wonder for a few innings,
and McGraw used him to finish games
for faltering fast ball pitchers.

Batters say Crandall's Ilw‘,bul.l- floats

FOSTER, BOSTON’S
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takes from eycling the best known
rider since Major Taylor. Kramer has |

bis cycling.
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EQORGE FOSTER has certainly
this sea§on The gquiet

RELIABLE HEAVER
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FOSTER.

delivered the goods for Manager Carrigan
youngster, along with Joe Wood, has had a lot to
about $200,000 invested, all earned by |do with pushing the Red Sox pennantward this ssason.
lanxious to be given a chance to show his skill in the big event of bag~v=IL

George is more than

Slow Ball?

up as blg as a balloon, but when hit
won't go anywhera. The trouble l=
watchful batters can tell when the
is coming, for Crandall  has to exposa
his pecullar grip of the ball when pre
paring for delivery.

Ford mixes his =slow ball with sapeed
and the “spitter.”

Falkenbaerg says hes coplad his alow
one from Virgil Garvin when both
were with Pittaburgh: Falky grips ths
ball far back .in ths palm of his hand
holding . it between the butt aof his
thumb and the palm and releasing the
pill without friction, so It hardly res
volves as [t salls to the plate,

Matty's fadsaway breaks In om [ap
of the hata of right hand batters, seo
even if they hit it they cammot send It
far.

Batters always watched for Clark
Griffith’s. slow one, bdut they nevar
seamad ready for it. Griff had an un.
canny knack of pitching just what the
batter-did not want.

PITCHERS MUST
STRIKE 'EM OUT

S al right to talk about your s

entific pitching and this old stul
of “having eaight me z: out thare to ot
‘em when they hit ‘em,”™ but the fasf
remalins—and mever showed mors mo-
ticeably  than this' summer—that. tha
strike out hurlar, the boy who makess
'‘ern miss the big one when thare are
folks on bases, is the cherud child who
iav_el his team.

Take, for instance, the Fhiludeiphis
Nationals, With the short fences at
that park fliek continually sall owver for
home runs that would bs eatan up et
various other stadiums, The Fhillies,
play¥ing seventy-seven Eames 3 JYaar
there while ths other teams play only
eleven games Apiece, have, of course &
big advantage, but just as biz an ad-
vantage is this:

Bexides having the battars who
hit  over thosa ahorty barriers
Moran also has the pitchers who
keep the othep fellows from follpwi
the example. 'In° other words, 34 r
has pltchers who can work the j
strike Tacket oftemnsr and betier
anybody elsa. -

The sams -statementa hold good
the Cubs, at whose park fiy balls
always apt to nestle In’ nearby 1
tory for home vuns, Bresnahan's
ers work for strikeouts &il ths ¢
and get them. The success of the (
and’f Quakers ia, of course, duse
degree to all around hust
when you think it over. isn't
due to thelr strike out pitchera’y

ball

CEn
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LACROSSE LOOKS ROUGH, 85TT
ISNTT.

IT ts a strange fAIng that whits Ila-
cro=se is casentislly a fighting
and men slash ofis another unme
fully on the lacrosse fisld, no Can
lacrosse plaver haa ever been killed
as far as !s known,.nene belonEing
other nationalittes, while deaths
hockey, football, ericket and baseball

are reported frequently.

PROMOTER MARSHALL RISKING
FORTUNE.

W’ILLIAM MARSHALY., who Is rizk-

ing $32.500 2o dring McTFarias

nd

and Gibboens together ot

Beach In a ten ro Loxing contawxt
expects to find it payving venturs
Hp has arranged to seat 50,000 pare

sons for $1, $3. §3. §4 and §&




