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were everywhere defeated, and the
wastage of the long and unsuccessful
effort to take, Dvinsk had weakened
von Hindenburg so that he was in-

capable of undertaking a general of-

fensive on the Russian front. The
Austrians, left to themselves, had
never "succeeded and the maintenance
of a large force before Saloniki was
required to hold Serbia and prevent
the invasion of Bulgaria. The in-

terior situation of Germany was off-
icially admitted to be grave.' In this embarrassment, as the
French observers view it, the Central
Powers ardently desiring peace, and
urgently needing success to raise the
spirits of the German people, depress-
ed as they were by prolonged priva-
tions, looked to the French front and
decided upon the adventure of Ver-
dun. ,

The German plan seems originally
to have been to concentrate artillery,
munitions and men in such force over
a limited length of front that the on-

rush would be irresistible. They
chose Verdun because the position of
the ancient fortress was such that the
defenders had their backs to the
River Meuse on two sides and because
success there would give the greatest
possible prestige with neutral powers
and the maximum comfort to their
own people. It was also possible they
knew what subsequent political
events in France disclosed that the
defenses of Verdun were not,' in view
of the field tactics, of this war, as
strong as other parts of the front. It
is the belief of military experts that
the Germans hoped to break through
the front there and destroy the French
armies. , It was imperative that suc-
cess be rapid, according to this view',
and when, after three days, the ad-
vance was checked in the region - of
Douaumont the project had failed.
General Pejtain, as an official citation
later revealed, iad time to sh

a delicate situation." There was
no longer hope of breaking through
the French front. ' "

Every yard of ground gained" by the
Germans before Verdun since Febru-
ary 24 has been at an extremely heavy
sanguinary cost. The continuing of
so expensive and fruitless an operation
has puzzled the critics. It has been
advanced that the Germans persisted
with the object of exhausting the
French forces and preventing an of-

fensive by the Allies elsewhere. If
that end was in view the successes of
the Allies In the Battle of the Somme
show it was not attained. , .

The Battle of Verdun, if ordered
with the intention of interfering with
the offensive plans of the Allies, in
nowise diminished the chances of car
rying them out, whatever the fate of
the discarded fortress, it having now
no more significance apart from the
prestige of the name than any other
point along the front. Local success
there has long been discounted and,
in military opinion can have no vital
effect, while the attempting of a
wastage process by the Central Pow
ers at. this stage of the war Is held
to be illusory and certainly enormous-ly- i

costly. The Central Empires have
no longer reserves in such numbers
that they can afford to launch them
against the Allies in the mere hope
of inflicting more damage than they
suffer.

The heroic defense of Verdun, on
the other hand, has been for the Allies
one of the notable developments of
the war. . It held German "reserves
there in such numbers as to put an
end to the shifting of troops from
front to front. It prevented the re-
inforcement of the Austrians, suffer
ing from the loss of prisoners, with
perhaps as many in casualties, to the
armies under General Brussiloff. , It
obliged the Germans to prolong .dur
ing five months a vast daily expendi-
ture of projectiles that 'was expected
to continue only a few days, and has
so drawn upon their reserves of mu-
nitions that in the Battle of the Som- -

they were able to reply to the
French and British guns 1n the pro-

portion of only one shot for three.
The successful defense of Verdun

and the successful offensives of the
Allies in the North, of (France and on
the Western front show at the end bf
the second year of the war that the
finally-prepar- ed war map on which
the German Chancellor held that the
Allies ought to accept negotiations is
undergoing singular modifications with
the Russians- ; occupying Bukowina
and part of Galicia; the Italians recov-
ering territory lost In the recent 'Aus-
trian offensive and still In possession
of the Isonzo region, and with the
French and British in mpssesslon of
more than SO villages on the banks of
the Somme that had been occupied by
the Germans for 20 months and each
of them transformed in the mean-
time Into miniature fortresses.'

The Allies have oaught up with the
advantage of the. Central Powers in'

preparation ana any further moainca- -
tions of the respective positions of
the contending forces, it is believed.
must-b- e a reconquest of invaded terri-
tory by the Allies.

The destruction of adversary forces
is another and a far more difficult
matter. In this war the end may be
nearer than many hope or may yet
be far- - distant. There are no 'bases
on which jto calculate the progress of
military operations or the resistance
of the belligerents, even when appar-
ently doomed to defeat. , What ,Js
clear is that the anticipated ascen
dency of the Allies, arising from their
unrestricted resources, appears to
have been realized.

QUIT COUGHING

Coughs cause feverish condltlnna.
throat and lung strain and lead to
pneumonia and serious sickness. The
sooner you quit coughing the quicker
you will feel better and have a better
night's rest. Leonardo's Cough Syrup
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Paris, July 29 "The second year of
the war ends with anxiety shifting
from the group of the Entente Pow-
ers to that of our adversaries who are
now obliged to meet a general com-
bined offensive on every front," said
Marquis de Chambrun, a member of
the Foreign Affairs Committee of the
Chamber of Deputies in summarizing
the military situation for The Asso-
ciated Press at the close of the war's
second year.

"While French; British and Rus-
sian preparations become more com-

plete, a crisis of exhaustion is fast
arising for the Austrians and Ger-

mans. - Our adversaries thought it
would be impossible for us to prepare,
and certainly during the first year of
the war there were difficulties that
had to be overcome. We are proud
to say that this was accomplished
even while our valiant soldiers were
resisting the German invasion. Thanks
to the patriotism of the country and
the abnegation shown by all classes
in France and England; thanks also
to the campaign ' in both countries
for more cannon; and. more ammuni-
tion, industrial action was every-
where multiplied and General Joffre
was able to say in an Order of the
Day to the army at Verdun,. 'We have
munitions In abundance.'

"The AustrianS and Germans re-

sorted to submarine warfare which I
will noti attempt to qualify. It may
continue to work harm in a piratical
form, but It will not open ports nor
further the commercial aims and
needs of the Central Empires, now ef-

fectively blockaded, norvwill It restore
to Germany her lost colonies.
' ''The Russians are continuing their,
work successfully on the .Eastern
front. They have again invaded
Bukowina and are pushing forward
In the region of Lutsh and into the
Carpathians, while Grand Duke Nich-
olas Is advancing victoriously in the
Caucasus.' " .

. "The closer one examines the sit
uation the more manifest becomes
the anticipated ascendency of the Al
lies, increasing as time goes on be-

cause of their unrestricted resources
and unshaken confidence in vic
tory."

From various critics and experts oh

military affairs expressions have been
obtained from which the military sit
uation, according to the French view,
may be summarized as follows:

The extent of the difficulties of the
Central empires does not even now
appear from the state of the war as
viewed from a geographical stand-

point, but has shown itself, in the
changed tactics in evidence and is
becoming obvious in the altered map.
The operations of the Franco-Britis- h

armies, outnumbered in men and guns
during the first sli months; saved
France by sheer heroism, but could
not end the war; could only prolong
it and gain time. The Russians
pushed into East Prussia, conquered
Bukowina, invaded Galicia. crossed
the Carpathians and even threatened
Silesia, but exhausted their armament
in April,' 1915, and lacked even the
essentials for defense. The Ger
mans knew It would be impossible for
Great Britain and, France, to have
caught up in nine months with the
Germans' 45 years', preparations and
felt themselves free, dealing with
France, to turn upon the Russian
armies. Nine divisions .transported
from the FVanco-Britis- h front rein-
forced' the Austrians, and the offens
ive against the Austrians began in
May. By the end of July Przemyzl
and Lemberg had been retaken and
the Russians were considering the
abandonment of Warsaw and the line
of the Vistula. Short even of trifles,
many of Emperor .. NJcholas' troops
defended themselves? with clubs dur"-In- g

the long retreat in which was ac-

complished the second miracle of the
war, the continuity of their line being
.everywhere maintained, as well as the
integrity of the Russian armies.

The battleof Arras In June, 1915,
was considered to have proved the
Allies man for man, able to beat the
Germans In the offensive, other things
being equal, but the monitions and ar-

tillery "of the opposing forces were
not yet equal. : The transformation
of field tactics as the war progressed
multiplied the need for heavy guns
8nd powerful projectiles to break
through concrete-armore- d lines. This
transformation thus increased the su-

periority of belligerents who had the
Initial advantage in preparation, forc
ing their adversaries to a greater ex-

penditure of munitions than their in-

dustries were as yet able to produce,
while they themselves were able to
shower the Russian lines with , the
biggest of shells. '

The end of the first' '.year of the
war 'was the beginning of the second
crisis for the Allies a munitions cri-

sis, aggravated by a diplomatic crisis
requiring new enterprises that drew
on their main forces. The landing
of the French and' British at the Dar-
danelles in April had weakened the
Allies elsewhere, reducing the, num-
ber of reserves on the main front, and
If it did-- not modify their generaf
plan it obviously made the elabora-
tion of new plans difficult and ham-
pered their movements.

At the same time the enigmatic
situation in the Orient became serious,
Greece refusing the compensation of-

fered for territorial concessions to
Bulgaria which might have facilitated
a union of the Balkan States. The
situation In Persia - and Asia Minor
following the entry of Turkey Into the
war had developed a menace to Great
Britain in the Far East. " The favor-
able impression produced by the ad-
vance north of Arras had diminished
Jn 'the absence of further operations
and there was a notable absence or
news favorable to the Allies.

"More cannon, more ammunition,"
was the comment , of the French peo-

ple on the difficulties that beset them.
Women and girls joined in the efforts
of the trained mechanics brought
back from' the .armies to the . forge
and the lathe, and the. curve of muni-
tions production took a sharp upward
turn. '.. '

The industrial efforts of the Allies
were given the required time by the
resistance of the Russian armies. The

neither destroy nor. dislocate the Rus-
sian forces. Despite the formidable
effort of the Central Powers Dvinsk
held out, and winter was upon Field
Marshal von Hindenburg's armies
with the Russian campaign unflnishr
ed. Even had it terminated then it
was too late to turn against the Allies
in the West. Grand Duke Nicholas
had won for. the French and the Brit-
ish the entire Fall and Winter in
which to continue their preparation,

While Intensifying to the utmost
meir proauction M.arms ana ammu
nition, the Allies began early in the
second year of hostilities, with the
visit of Field Marshal Earl Kitchener
to France the series of conferences
that was finally' to their
military effort. -

Their diplomatic action, however,
did not as yet reflect the same unity
of purpose. No parallel result was
obtained either at Athens or Sofia In
negotiations regarding territory in
Macedonia offered to Bulgaria, and
there appeared to be' a divergence of
views among the Allies as to further
action. Negotiations were still In
progress when Turkey cededthe De-
deaghatoh-Mustaph- a Pasha Railroad,
wuo part .01: AQnanopie, 10 suifiaim,
foreshadowing - the latter's action
against the Allies.

Meanwhile, the Germans and Aus-

trians,
4

after, crossing the Vistula and
occupying Russian Poland, transport
ed part of the troops from the Rus-
sian front to theSave and the Danube
for another offensive against Serbia.
which after her victory over the Aus
trians had only 250,000 effective men
left to oppose them.

The French, in the Champagne and
in the Artois in September, gained
considerable territory and made im-

portant captures in prisoners and ma
terial, 'but as in the preceding offens-
ive north of Arras in June this move-
ment failed of decisive results because
of the narrowness bf the front of the
attack and, the impossibility to push
artillery preparation deeply enough
into the German lines. , That the of-

fensive was considered to have con-
firmed the superiority of the French
soldier, In attack .In nowise altered the
general situation. Just then further
complicated by the mobilization of the
Bulgarian army . menacing the Se:

bians, which threatened the eventual
extension of the-wa- to the Far East
by the Junction of the armies of the
Central Empires, Bulgarians and
Turks. The Greek army was mobil
ized Immediately bat King Constan
tine refused to sanction the govern
ment's policy of intervention in favor
of Serbia, Greece's ally, and forced
Premier Venizelos to resign.

The Allies heavily engaged In the
Dardanelles now had to face either
the . eventuality of the crushing of
Serbia' and an unopposed Junction of
the armies of the Teutonic powers
with those of the Bulgarian-Turkis- h

coalition, or the additional burden of
a' campaign in the, (Balkans. The Dar
danelles expedition had accomplished
no appreciable result and the need
of saving Serbia was more urgent
than the opening of the Straits.
. There still appeared . to be a. cer-
tain lack of unanimity among the
allies as to the Gallipoli Peninsula and
Saloniki. The landing at ' Saloniki
was decided upon, however, and, con-
sented to by the "Greek government
jbefore the resignation , of Premier
Venizelos, it began In early October.
But It was too late to save Serbia, at- -

by the Bulgarians on October
7. when the Germans and Austrians
under Field Marshal von Mackensen
already had taken Belgrade. Though
they fought heroically, .the Serbians
were overwhelmed by attacks from
two ' sides and driven ihto , Albania,
while the armies of the Central Pow-
ers formed i junction with the Bul-

garians and opened the route to Con-

stantinople.
New difficulties continued to devel-

op for the Allies, however. In Meso-

potamia the Turks stopped the ad
vance of General Townshend's .forces
within twenty miles of Bagdad and
drove him back to Kut-el-Ama- be-

sieging him there. In Persia the
gendarmerie revolted against the gov-
ernment, creating fresh embarrass-
ments for the Russians. In the Bal-

kans, after the complete conquest of
Serbia, and the occupation of a' con-
siderable portion of Albania, the Aus-
trians invaded Montenegro, and 'be-

fore the end ' January all the Bal-
kan peninsula with ' the exception of
Greece. Rumania pd a little corner
of Albania was in the hands of tne
group of Central Empires.

That marked the limit of their suc-
cesses. The advantage that time had
gained for the Allies, began to tell.
General Ivanoff, commanding the
Russian armies In Volhynia and Bess-

arabia, continued their offensive in
January with the occupation of Czar-torys- k.

Itself unimportant, the sig-
nificance of,. this operation lay In the
revelation it furnished of a refreshed
and reinforced Russian army provid-
ed with new cannon, abundant sup-
plies of projectiles and sufficient pow-
er to plow up German field defenses.

Of far greater significance was the
advance in the Caucasus by Grand
Duke Nicholas, forcing the . fall of
Erzerum accomplishing the occupa-
tion of Kermanshah and, in the mili-

tary .view here, virtually eliminating
Turkey as a factor in the European
war, beside the pres- -'

tige of the allies In Persia. Instead
of a reservoir of men upon which
they might draw to fill the void caus-
ed by eighteen months of heavy wast-
age, the Central Powers found at Con-

stantinople only an additional drain
upon their resources. The Russian
advance not only meant the recall of
Turkish divisions that were expected
to help the Germans, Austrians and
Bulgarians against the Allies at Sa-

loniki, but German and Austrian
troops were sent with them to aid the
defeated Ottoman forces in Armenia.
Yet Trebizond fell after Erzerum:
Mush was occupied and the conquest
of Armenia was nearly complete. The
diversion in the East had failed to
break the cordon of steel, and in
February the coalition of .thb Central
Empires was facing a crisis of great-
er, gravity than any that had threat- -

TOST OFFICE
11 ARCADE ONXT A SHORT D

610 FAIRFIELD AVENUE

Won. . Lost. P.C.
Portland 63 ; 21 ; '.710
New London ...... 49 - 22... .690
Worcester......-.'.- 43 , .32 ) ,.581-
Springfield ,41 35 .639"

Lynn ............. 40 38 " .513
Lawrence ......... 42 .40 .612
New Haven ....... 28 44 .389
Lowell .. .i........ 28 45 .384
Hartford 27 ..45 .376
Bridgeport 29 49 .373

Furniture Dealer, Upnolzte-s- r

for Fabrics for Furniture

TwnunTTrrnT.v cniM7!xn?T phat
Quality Guaranteed, i . fn"',

STOVE OR NUT . . . . .V. .,: ; $7.75
EGG ..... . . . . . . . ... .... ...... : . ... . . . . j$7.50 i

25c LESS PER TON FOR CASH. 't

llie
Phone 344. Congress St. Bridge & 122 1 Main St

"'1
'1

Lif JNCORPO'RATED
XjCHttters to jjeut,

K a.

rTSTTTBnrawMrwrim irm runm
National League

x

? r"":-- ! - 1

:
; J.' 1 TfcSTKHDATS RESTJ1T8. ' V

games were scheduled, all teams
fcetrig in the East. s:

STANDING of the CLUBS. -

Won. Lost. P.C
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