| SomE THR

 _WWHEN the Amateur Athletic unlon

4

N

._

".'“"’ pitch? There are 80 many

-

T

= N
\g

RS

CYeR L
R B

base during an Athletic-Red S8ox game; 8, Merkle of the Giants sliding

home

plate during a recent Boston-New York game; 4, two on, two

and three ind two on, the batter (8trunk of the Athletics), who sin-
gled. and wonthe game from the Yankess; 5, a very close play in a

,.nv’-ﬂianh game; 6,
shige and a muff by thlo her in &
play in a baseball game has
your nerves in a momentarily
ardgles
be rather hard to describe the

L spectacular pl‘yl-von a diamond.
such men Cobb, Johnny
and Tris Speaker in the game

e is apt to witnesa the unexpected at
'moat}nw time. A few sensitlons are

t

n, and a fan readily manifests
his appreciation any time it is pulled
off. This feat Is one of
which' is credited to Cobb. who is
kpown to send the cold blood down the

out at %third after a desperate slide; 7, a poor

Brooklyn-Pittsburgh game.

spinal columns of a 'fan and player
'2..: they least expect it.
other play which makéa you grip
your seat, especiglly when you have a
little bet on the ‘home team, s the
homer In the last inning with two out.
Naturally, this Jeaves an immortal im-
pression, and you are forced to becomse
one of the leaders in rocking the grand
stand with applause
Even though,no other sensational

‘| play is witnessed in the course of a

game, the double steal, |f successfully
engineered, will send the flush to your

cheeks, won't 1t? Just imagine if you'

were rooting for the home teaim and
one of them is on first and another on
third when the fellow on first makes a

wild dash for second and in that way
sends his teammate home and he i
calleq safe on the middle muof

LLING MOMENTS IN

1]
Wouldn't that shake up a fellow?
Supposing, again, that a man Is on
third and a long fly is sent out and the

outﬁeldei-; after & hard try, gets it and
then nalls his opponent at home te.
No matter whether he is your favorite

or mot, you will be foroced ‘7
sportsmanship to join in the hat
ing.

good
toss-

A BASEBALL GAME

Other specta plays are too BUe
merous to men but the above will
likely brush up your memory as to
some of the plays which kept you talk-
ing about for days—not a play in &
professional game, perhaps, but one
pulled off in the lots. And who knows
but that you were a hero of a game one
day? Many of us some time or other
were tossed upon teammates’ shoulders
and carried around the field amid the
cheering and tossing of hatg for bring-
ing in the w.aning Maybe this
little story will bring to yom your
boyhood days.

‘Women Céming to Front In Water Sports

grudgingly opened its rankg to
women swimmers in the fall of 1014 it
did so with frank misgivings, for chaoa
reigned at the time in the women's
-branch the water game, and all
kinds of trouble were anticipated by
the authorities. . /

But the unexpected happened. The
grant of registration privileges was the
signal fopsgeneral and sudden stan-
dardizing of aquatics for the sex, and

.from that day the f natators have
conducted matters in a dignified, or-
derly, efficlent way that has justified
the step taken by the governing body.
Bwimming for women is no longer a
curiosity or & sensation, as it once
was, but a.firmly established and rec-
ognized athletic activity, which both
tontestants and public take seriously.
* This was conclusively proved by the
first set of national A. A. U. champlon-
ships just concluded. Most of the title
gvents brought . out representative
fields, kéen competition was witnessed,
brilliant record performances Wwere
chronicled, and popular interest mani-
fested itself {n the large and enthusias-
\ tigf crowds which attended the various
title meets in New York., Philadeiphia,
LLos Angeles and San Francisco.

The 100 yard championship, in par-
ticular, resulted in one of the most stir-
tring racés ever seen In this country.
The seven girl biddera finished under
a blanket. Miss Olga Rorfner of Phila-
delphia. the winner, only beat Miss
Claire Galllgan of New Rochelle, N. Y.,
by one stroke, although she set a new
record of 1 minute § 3-5 seconds, which
is dangerously close to world's figures,
while the last contender to finish cov-
ered the courze nearly four seconds

. faster than did Miss Frances Cowells
of San Francisco a yenr ago, In- cap-
taring national laurels at the Panama-
Pacific exposnition water carnival,

This remarkable and widespread

! progress speaks for itself of the faith-
ful and painstaking work done by the
smbitious mermaids. Only through the

ment be explained.

For several reasons the development
of water spoe'ga for women s gratify-
ing, but chiefly because there ls per-
haps no better form of exercisd than
swimming attain or retain good
health and develop strong, graceful,
symmetrical bodies. From the view-
point of sport it is pleasing to note
that our women swimmers are rapidly
advancing toward internationa] lead-
ership and that at the rate they are
cutting thelr times for all distances it
will not be long before they brook no
rivals, - - = ’

FRANK GOTCH'S FIRj‘I’ FIGHT.

OW Frank Gotch, champion wres-

tler, mixed wrestling with boxing

Frank Slavin, the veteran ring man, in
the Yukon, is a story just told.

Slavin, who has grown much grayer
than he appeared twenty yeats ago as
a riMg favorite, is now in England with
the latest Canadian contingent. His
little mix with Gptch happened years
ago when Goteh, under the name of
Kennedy, was at Dawson trying to fix
up wrestling matches when everybedy
-wanted to see prize fighta.

Slavin staged the story with Jack
Londonlsh settings, grizzled miners
looking through blue tobacco smoke at
the ring in Dawson's main emporium,
Goteh, failing In wrestling matches,
agreed to take Slavin on for a ten
round bout.

“In the first two rounds he came at
me strong,” Telated the old soldier-
fighter. *“I floored him two or three
times, Then in the third round he
dodged in, and, before I knew what was
happening, he gripped me around the
walist and threw me up in the ailr.

“1 laughed, the referee laughed, and,
in fact, we all laughed. The referee
sald, ‘Do you claim & foyul?

“I sald, *Well, if I don't I suppose I'll
never be able to come back into the
ring again.' Bo,of course, I got the de-
cision. But the big American farmer
got more money out of it than he ever

got for his wrestling bouts up there,”

e 1T

training ean the country wide improve-'

BILL DONOV

D BILL DONOVAN, manager of
P the Yankees, was considered one
of the greatest pitchers of his time, and
he puints with pride to the fact that
he gafnred his success entirely by the
use of his natural advantages. There-
fore he looks down with professional
scorn upon the spithallers and the em-
ery ball artists dnd regards them as
mere tricksters who cast a taint upon
the real art of pitching. :

It is Bill's opinion that if pitchers
continue to invent schemes which re-
quire something other than s natural
delivery of the ball it is going to result
soon in legislation which will force the
pitcher to work without a glove, thus
depriving him of his best means fe:
practicing deception,

“That Is the only way they will ever
successfully curb the illegal and freak
deliverles that are complained about,”
says Dill, “for, to a pitcher who has to
resort to tricka with the ball, a glove
is as necessary as a jimmy is to a
porch climber.”

The tendency of baseball legislation
bas been toward the abolition of the
freak devices of the pitchers. The ban
has been placed on the emery ball, and
only the spitball of the freaks remains
legal. Primarily, the object is to keep
up the hitting. A pitchers’ battle may
be an m'ﬂ)tle triumph, but it has been
shown thiat the public wants to see
base hits, The fanydemands action in
his baseball, just he does in his dra-
ma ang his best seller, and base hits
make fpr action in baseball,

Those who have been In regular at-
tendance at major league games have
probably noticed the frequent exami-
nations the umpires make of the hall,
They stop the game while managers
and players gather and give the little
gphere the curious up and down. It is
not a practice deskgned to prolong the
game. The umpires are acting under
instructions te bar anything that re-
gembles the emery ball.

It is the modern concrete stand that

AN

makes this precaution necesshry. It
affords a rough surface that scuffs the
ball. A ball that has been hit against
a concrete wall is apt to have all the
roughness necessary to make it ideal
for the emery ball delivery.

“Baseball can get along without these
freaks,” said Bill Donovan. “A good
pitcher doesn't have to wuse such
tricks. Look down the list;of great
pitchers and how many of them were
spitball or emery ball pitchers? Not
many. There are only a few men who
stond out prominently who used such
deliveries. Ed Walsh, Tesreau, Russell
Ford and two or three others make up |
all the pitchers who were ever success-
ful with the freak stuff. Such men as
Matty, Johnson, Addie Joss and 1he!
dozens of other stars of the game nevy- |
er resorted to it, and you will hearf
about them long after the other Iellowgl
have been forgotten.”-

It was Rusegell Ford of the Yankees|
who introduced the emery ball into the |
big league, but it had yndoubtedly been
in existence in its natural state around
the town lots for years and, like the|
electricity In the lightning, just wait-
ing for a Benjamin Franklin to come

TELLS HOW
TO STOP TRICK PITCHINGT

| kees in 1910, and no one could under-

along and hitch the harness to it. No
doubt many a kig has pitched a freak
curve with a scuffed ball and wondered
how he did it.

Ford became the Ben Franklin -of
baseball quite by an accident. He and
Ed Sweeney were battery mates in At-
lanta. One day he got hold of.a& ball
that had just struck a rough spot and
noticed that it took a welrd curve. He
got to experimoenting and then kept his
socret. A8 he conldn't depend on
bouncing the ball aguinst a rough spot

he substituted tHe emery paper and
kept It in his glove. .
He had a great year with the Yan-

stand how he got the peculiar curve
on the ball. When they began to in-
Q@uire he arranged so that the emery
paper was. attached to a ring on his
finger and came off when he pullENge
glove off. Consequently when one
amined the glove there wps no evi-
dence. However, they finally discover-
ed the device, and® Ford never had a
big year again., He didn't have enough
of the natural stuff to get by on, and
when they took his trick away from
him they ruined him as a hurler.

F. Kelly’s Record Unbeatable

IPR[E:"DS of Fred Kelly, the world's
champion burdler, believe that his
performances, all within ten days,|
which he recently accomplizhed, are
without parallel in the annals of ath-
letics. Here are the events he won in
the ten days, in which he made two
world’s records and tied a third:

Occidenta! meet, March 22—120 yvard
hurdles, 220 yard hurdles, 220 yard
dash in 22 4-5 seconds around two bad |
turns.

Stanford meet, March 25-—120 yard
hurdles In 15 2-5 seconds, 220 yard hur-
dles (second to Fred Murray in 24 2.5/
seconds, world's record for curved
track).

Berkeley meet, March 29—100 yard

dash in 101-0 seconds, 120 yard hur-
dles in 15 seconds fiat.

Corvallis meet, April 1—80 yard dash
in §8% seconds, world's precerd; S0 yurd
hurdles In 10 seconds, tying the
world's record; 220 yard dash fn 23
seconds, new worid's record; broad
jump. ”

Last fall Kelly broke a bone in his
ankle while playing football, and many |
thought at that time thht the famous/
athlete would never acain be abie to
regain his old time form. As a matter
of fact, he now appears to be at the
zenith of his career, and it would occa-
glon no surprise if he shonld annex an- |
other world's record or two before the |
close of the present season. /7 i

Reasons For Golf Links

HERE are many reasons for the lay-

ingoutof golf courses. Some arecon-
structed as an accompanimeht to the
hors d'oeuvres at a summer hotel, oth-
ers are bullt to swell the income of real
estate operators and a few are design-
ed because Some one really wishes to
play golf.

Not far from Albany, however, there
is a course which was laid out for none
of these reasons, but for the sole pur-
pose of losing golf balls. In its own
peculiar way it was a classlc in course
construction until a commitiee of eco-
nomical golfers brought about a revi-
sion of the layout. The professional
who designed the links was f geniua.
He wished tb sell as many golf balls
as possible, and' in his opinfon the
quickest way to do this was to make
the members lose them as fast as they
were taken out of the box.

He tried to make the average a lost
ball to every stroke, and if the mem-
bers failed to do their part it was no
fault of his. He placed his tees so that

a good shot landed In a brook, long
grass, a gfove of trees, a pile of rocks
and whatever other trouble is bhandy
and convenient to golf course archi-
tects, Wherever a good shot should
have landed, the thougtful professional
had prepared an almost indiscoverable
hiding place for the ball. Where there
should have been a beautiful fair green
he had carefully cultivated a wilder-
ness, and where the rough should have
been left in its natural state he clipped,
rolled, watered and dressed the turf to
the smoothness of a billinrd table,

It i= a pleasure to ‘state that such
villainy overreached itself. " For the
most part, the players were of such
poor caliber that, in spite of them-
selves, they played to the greens with
a serles of poor shots that landed on
the isles of safety, and, belng by far
the best player qn the links, the -nhz-
ing professional was his own best -
tomer in the line of buying new balle
to replace those lost through perfect
shots from the tee toward the green.

“Rattles” a Golfer

I).' the spring ot’lsl-l a New York

gentleman visited Cologne, Ger-
many, accompanied by a friend, who
tells this story:

One afternoon they went out to a
neighboring golf course, which wnas
under the direction of a Scotch pro-
fessional. The New Yorker was a rath-
cr good player, and he and the pro
were having a tight match—all even
and one to play, with a solitary golf
ball as the stake. They drove off, and,
as the American took his stance to play
i figzer shot home, he was startled by
a loud explosion close at hand.

The pro informed him that one of the
largest powder works in Germany was
located close at hand, and the tests of
the military at this point were fre-
guent.

“Indeed, they have mines placed
hereabouts everyvwhere,” the pro ex-
plained, and then he continued bright-
ly: “Why, they have mines planted all
around-the course here. As a malter

by a Novel Methoél

of fact, there is one under the wvery
spot you're playing from.™

It may have been the dread though
of the possible ioss of the ball whick
suggested the information. But, in any
event, it had the desired effect, and ¥
is no wonder that the jigger failed ¢
the performance of its duty.

Sherring, Olympic Winnge, Enlists.

Ome of the latest of Canada's leading
athletes to enlist for service with the
allles Is Billy Sherring, the Marathon
runner, who has followed the example
of hundreds of other Canadian athletes,
Sherring, who s now a recruit with
the Tigers' battallon, attracted conaid-
erable attention In athletic elrcles In
this country as well as in Canada.
Probably his most noteworthy perform-
ance was the winning of the Marathon
race In the Olympic games held n
Greece, In 1904. He also won the Bos-
ton Marathon some time ago.
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