VOL. 53—NO. 223

Ln't:AL BOYS
OFF TO WAR

Orwdﬂtorml ms Railroad Sta- |,
tion For Farewell View of
850 Recruits For National
Army.

“On To Berlin” the Slogan
of the Draftees Leaving

 Today — Cops’ Hands

":l'nll. '
- Mors thm 25,000 éaei-sona as-
led in the heart of the city
v to give cheer and say

11 to the thousand men
loft tnday for Camp Da—-

- Se dgse were the erowds at
mm station that exira police-,
en, summoned to cope with
_‘n}rmﬂwmshes of mothers,
sters, brothers and friends

dtﬁ!oult?ﬂijn restraining the
tyde m rushing the

departure if}

en fe and limb.
mmm’:dmmn
muu.ind!m

Army of the Republic veterans
jn'mtoun were uncersmonlously
and ‘pushéd while pollce’ re-
were being ordered upon the
by Police - Superintendent

had been established
and his party were per-
the enclosure. They
in the demonstration.

Azt 9:01 when the Second division,.

fthe Iast to entrain, was boarding the
wcars, it was estimated that fully 4,000
had mansged to gain en-
the west platform, and other
thousands extended far onto the majn
tracks causing ooncern to rall-
- wway officlals because of tha mpproach
scheduled express trains. The po-
lice quickiy shifted the burden to the
-east platform which also had its quota
pof expectant witnesses to the biggest
on recently .nnel.ad here. Far
‘on the station tower, roof, the
shed roofs and upon the tops of
‘buildings as far distant as The Strat-
feld crowds occupled peints of vant-
age.

Thitteen cars, each holding approx-
1y 76 men were required to take
Bridgeport contingent. The big

fic type engine 1337 was selected

go draw the train to New London,
Bpecial car inspectors with all appara-
us necessary for the rapair of engine
cars In case of mishap weve
placed on board and additional front
) rear guards were provided at the
nstance of Btatlon Master Peter Hunt

o had charge of the arrangements

was responsible for placing ‘the
on the Berkshire division to per-
it of better dispatoh. \
., "When the big train began its jour-
jey mt 9:15 to be temporarily checked
the arrival of a through express
aguin resumed its journey at 9:21,
ly every car had been chalked
mwith the slogan “On To Berlin” and
the draft contingent had absorbed the
of the momeat, shouting and
rheering that America would win,
. Though there wera thousands of
children and even men In
ears, and the sight of blg men kissing
mnd patting each other upon the
houlders became a famillar sight, the
t that dominated the great mem-
Bly seemed to be that of “vietory.”

Water straet and Gold street were
Miled with surging masses that could
mot reach the station. Likewise the

tion concourze held several thou-
persons well roped off from the

tf6rma.

About the rendezvous places on
Main street, the High school, At-

tig hotel, Y. M. C. A, armory and

MeFiroy warehouse, additional
ge assembled to blg good-bye ta
eir loved ones.

As each contingent marched
through the streets It was greeted
swith cheers. Caps and khakl, suit-
cases and armists were the most

rominent articles of wearing apparel

evidence. Nearly every man car-
riedl a satchel or suitcase. Many wore
eaps and nearly every leader appear-
in khakl, baving been delected be-

e of previousz military experience.

nnﬂul policemen although draft-

from varicus districts soon found
ch other and seated themselves to-
e One double seat ineluded
m John M. Lavin and
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WHY CONNECTIGUT CO0.
IS NOW DEMANDING 6
CENT FARE OF PEOPLE

s

How Trolley Line Was Exp loited by Group of Frenzied
Financiers and Company Is Now Picking Period of
Prosperity to Make Public Pay For Piper—Why
Wasn'’t the Line Sold As Court Ordered?

raise its fare on its street car

men a&s an unwarranted and
itself, during a period of- high

The Connecticut Co., which ope-
jrates the trolley tracks in Bridge-
port, owns little or no strest railway
property. It {8 an operating line
for the New Haven Rallway Co.,
whose dealings in steam bouats, sireet
railways and other properties consti-
tute one of the most nauseating
epochs in the history of American
public service finance.

The street rallways of Bridgeport
are actuaily the property of the Con-
necticut Rallway & Lighting Co. They
form part of & chain of properties,
united in the early part of the cen-
ftury by that notorious grodp known
as the U. G. I, of Phikflelphia, oth-
corwhl the Un&ed Gas lmprwment

0,

upc tha time 02 this conseMdation

A t‘l.l“r come-
erldlawt.. horse. operated.
Thers were lines In Waterbury and
slsewhere. The late Andrew Radel
and others buiit a line to Shelton, The
Miiford Strest Railway Co., operated
betwaen this ci and Milford. The
Norwallk Street \ Rallway Co., had
lines. There was & small company
known as the Westport & Ssugatuck
Co, and two or three minor. con-
cerns. These as early as 1806 and
earjler .had been consolidated in the
Connecticut corporation known as the
Connecticut. Rallway & Lighting Co.,
of which the late Allan 'W. Palge, long
& Republiean boss was an officer and
chief counsel. \

At this time the Connecticut Rail-
way & ghting Co., reported the
ownership of 198 miles of single
track streqt rallway, comprising track
of all kinds, double and single.

Already these propertles had’ been
watered, probably to the tune of
about $15,000,000, ana perhaps more.
The very casual investigation made by
& committee of the General Assembly,
at the time of the passage of the Pub-
lic Utilities Bill, showed in detail
whara millions of water had besn in-<
jected by the mere stroke of a pen.

June 30, 1907, the New York, New
Haven & Hartford Railroad*Co., merg-
ed with the Consolidated Street Rail-]
way Co., ceased 1o be In legal fact a
steam road corporation and became a
ptreet rallway corporation, with un-
lmited powers, which turned out to be
mostly powers necessary to loot the
stockholders, who had put in their
money, for the enrichment of persons
partly known and partly unknown,
some of whormn are now belng sued, in
claims for disforgement of {1l gotten
gains, )

It was at this period that the steam
road obtalned the control of the |
PBridgeport and allied lines, by lease
for 98% years, and an agreement to.
pay during all this peried an astound-
ing rental, unwarranted by the value
of the properties, or by their earning
power under the .law, providing that
trolley lines are entitled to a falr re-
turn on the value .of the property used
for the public, and to no more.

The first year the rental was $975,-
000. 7

\ The second year
000.

it was $1,045,-

The City of Bridgeport will pro-
test the proposal of the Connectiout
Co. to raise the price of a street car
ride from five cents to six.

Mayor Wilson is expected to make
plans for bringing the mattér before
the common council at the next meet-
ing. He couldn't be found after the
draft sendoff this morning, for 4a
statement, but other men prominent
in the administration affairs will aid
in taking the initlative.

The special committee composed of
Walter B, Lashar, George M. Eames
gnd W. W. Seeley, which was named
to investigate trolley traffic condi-
tions here may take a hand in the
matter.

“The result of our Investigations
may be such that we can prove to the
Connecticut Co. that a six cent fare
{s unnecessary,” said Mr. Lashar to-
day.

It is belleved possible and prozabis
by the committee that changes B=
traffic conditions will cut out a Int
of expense and improve the efficiency
* of tiHe line, X

The announcement that the Connecticut Company will

lines in-Bridgeport from five

to six cents is generally regarded among Bridgeport business

impudent atiempt to recoup
prices, for the water thrust

into this organization, as the result of the dealings of the
New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad Co., and the old.
Connectlcut Railway & Lighting Co.

The
ooo.

And so the rental mounted by
leaps and bounds until during the
seventh end eighth years it was $1,-
875000, and then, in the ninth year
‘and thersafter, §1,400,000 andually
and taxes, ’

And th& gigantic sum was to be
earned and pald on properties which
certainly had not an honest physical
value of more than $15,000,000 and
g;ooha.bly a value of less than $10,000,-

The Néw Haven railroad, now 'a
street railway company, is operating,
through a-legal agenocy called the Con-
necticut Co., the street railevay lines
in Bridgeport, which are owned by the
Connecticut- unhulw & Lighting Co.,
a Pennsylvania Pexporation,. n&r-e
puying to this
tion a rental of $1,400,000 and taxes,
besides all upkeep, opgrating expense
and every sort of running expense.

Buppose a man should Isase a
dwelling, already rented at its full
market price, and then attempt to get
double the market price by sub-letting
to somebody else.

This is what the New Haven Co. 1:
trying to do with the Hnes in Bridge-
port, through the Connecticut Co.

The New Haven does not own these
lines, ‘The Conmecticut Cq. does not
own them. Those who do own them
are gefting more than a full return on
thelr investment,

The people of Bridgeport do not
mean to pay two returns on this rot-
ten and officially denounced mess of
financial chicanery. The law does not
@quire it, and if necessary the people
of Bridgeport will ascertaln if Connec-
ticut is stlil in that state of arrested
morel development,which permits eny-
body who is financlally powerful to
loot them with impunity.

There js another phase of the gues-
tion which, leading citizens declare will
recelve very sarious attention.

The financial methods by which the
Bridgeport street railways fell into

third year it

the present situation were 8o unwhole- 1

somsa, the results were so disastrous,
thst the federal courts pronounced the
whole affalr outside public policy and
the law. They orderad the properties
sold and they appointed trustees to
arrange this matter.

The conduct of these trustees in the
performance of the duties confided to
them is a necessary part of any fu-
ture investigation. Why have the
rallways pot been so0ld? Why are
these trustees apparently acquiescent
*in the effort to charge to the pecple
yet more of the consequences of the
gns‘.?nclal misdeeds of the New Haven

0.

The six cent fare in Bridgeport may
not improbbly prove a wholesale stlm-
ulant. It may throw lHght on many
dark places.

In the meantime ‘The Farmer in-
vites all of its readers to he inter-
ested in the status and conduct of the
federal trustees, at this time and in

the pressnce of the propnsod 8lx cent
farea.

CITY OF BRIDGEPORT WILL
. FIGHT INCREASE IN FARES

The offices of the Connecticut Co.
receivéd many inguiries today con-
cerning the trolley books containing
20 tickets for a doll These will be
good until 5:30 p. m. Sept. 30, Man-
ager C. H. Chapman said today. Af-
:_[E']-'[ that, 17 tickets will be sold for a
ollar.

Longshoremen' Refuse
To Accept Arbitration

New TYork, Sept. 20.—In conse-
quence &f the refusal of striking long-
shoremen to accept arbitration of
their grievance against the Interna-
tional Mereantile Marine an effort will
be made to-day to bring representa-
tives of the sirikers, the steamship
companies and the government to-

| gether in a conference to discuss the

situation. Officials of the Longshore-
men's union claim that sympathy
strikes of ship carpenters, ship work-
ers, coopers and checkers have in-
creased the number of strikers to 6.«
000 and that the loading of 67 vessely

under Allled flags has stoppad.

was $1,175,-]

IMANZAMARES 1S
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PRICE TWO CENTS

' BRIDGEPORT TURNS OUT IN FORGE TO GIVE SONS A SEND-OFF

B[IYS SEVERELY
BURNED AS THEY

Find Can of Explosive. in
Avon Park and Fire It
In Home Yards

BOTH ARE REMOVED
TO ST. VINCENT’S

Garments In Flames When
Mother of One Discovers
Predicament.

»

Touching s match to a largescan of
DuPont gun powder, which they had
found Midden in Avon park, Willlam
and Steven Bertany, brothers, aged 11
and 13 years respectively, were se-
verely burned on the face, hands, body
and legs at noon today. .

The boys live in Savoy sireet near

the park and took the can of gun-
powder to their home. Flacing it on
the ground In the yard of the resi-
dence they took off the cover and the
younger touched a lighted msatch to
the powder.
« Bheets of flame Iimmediately en-
veloped them and set fire to their
clothing. Members of the family, in-
cluding their ° mother, mangged 0
smother ‘their blazing garments and
called Dr. Garvis of the emergency
hospital to the scene. 4

The brothers were taken to Bt. Vin-
gent’s hosplml. Thelr condition j=s ser-
fous.

GIVEN RELEASE
N CITY GOURT

Correspondence School Ad-
mits Sending Chemicals
to Pupil. . -
'S

Argullls Manzamares, 88 Reilly
street, who was arrested a week ago
after explosives had been found in his
room, on suspicion that hsa was con-
carned in the expiosion which wreck-
ed Black Tom Island/plants and was a
German agent, was released from cus-
tody this morning by Judgs Frank
Wilder.

The federal authorities failed to
find anything that weuld ineriminate
him in the Black Tom Isiand explo-
glon and believe now he contemplat-
ed no damage to munition plants in
this city. . The International Corres-
pondence School from whom he re-
celved the can of metalllc sodium
found fn hig room and othHer chemi-
cals from which explosives are man-
ufactured, yesterday admitted it had
ghipped these products +o0 Manza-
mares. Their agent in this clty re-
cently denied the arrested man re-
ceived the stuff from the school

Capt, E. C. Cronan thls wmorning,
after Manzamares' discharge, made
timely and pertinent remarks. regard-
ing the methods emploved by thes cor-
respondence school,

“The activities of such conterns
should be immediately curbedl by the
feweral authorities. Herpe a firm
which in a time of war, a tima of na-
tional danger, is allowed to send fto
any person who pays a tuition fos In-
gredients which could be used to de-
stroy public property and the lives of
citizens."” :

DOCTORS TREAT
EIGHT IN CROWD
AT R. R. DEPOT

Eight women suffering from hys-
teria or in fainting conditlons were
treated by the members of the emer-
gency Hospitals staff at the railroad
station this meorning. Efficlent ar-
rangements for the care of women
overcome by the emotion of parting
with sfgns and brothers has Leen mada
and Drs. J. F. Keegan, Carroll and

—_—

station for their use.

The physiclans on receiving a cese
acted promptly and quickly restored
the patients, all but one of whom was
able to go home without assistance.

Among those treated were:

Miss ‘Minnie Broadbent, 112 Moore-
housewtreet; Mrs, L. Taylor, 378 Bar-
num ‘avenue; Mrs. C, Lashar, 378
Barnum ‘avenue; Mrs. Mary Delapea,
121 Middle street; Elizabeth Bradley,
1855 Barnum avenue; Miss Anna
Kerwin of Bethel, and a young woman
whose name and address was not ob-
tained.

Mrs. M. Olga of Burns almet. was
in sugh a condition that the emer-
gendy ambulance was called to re-
¥ move her to her home.

IGNITE POWDER

J4in ‘that tranch of the

Garvis had arranged benches in the ;

VATICAN AWATS
PEACE REPLY OF
CENTRAL POWERS

Cardinal Gasparri Does Not
Look For It Until
Next Week.

GREAT BRITAIN'S
' REPLY MUST WAIT

Can Only Be Made After
Text of Teuton Note:
Is Published.

Rome, Wednesday, Sept. 19—Car-
dinal Gasparri, the papal secretary of
state, tonight declared to the Asso-
ciated Press that the reply of the Cen-
tral Powers to Pope Benedlct's peace
proposals had not vet been recelved
at the vatican. This Is taken to prove
that the statement recently published
to the effect that the reply had left
Berlin on Baturday is wuntrue
otherwise, even admitting a delay of
one day in Switzerland, the document
should have reached Romlme Tuesday
night or this morning.

Cardinal Gasparri believes the re-
ply of, the Central Powers wes held
up when Emperor Willlam wene to
Riga and that it probably will not
reach the vatican until next week.

The' reply of the Entente Allles to
the pope’s peace proposals must na-
cessarily arrive after that of the Cen=»
tral Powers because Great Britaln,
before the compllation of the Hen-
tente pote, asked for some informa-
tion of the wvatican, which, in turn,
applied for it to the Central Pow

. which notified the Holy See that the

explanations asked for would bs con-
tained in their 6wn reply to the papal
nots.. On these a:plsmz.ﬁons. there-
fore, the angwer of the Entente Al-
lies, or at least that of Great Eritain,
will depend.

Teuton Note Won't
Discuss Belgium

Berlin, Wednesday, Sept. 19, ,via
London, Sept. 20—While the text of
the German reply to Pope Benedlct's
peace proposals will not be announc-
ed hefore Saturday, the Berlin press
and parliamentary circles concur in
the prediction that thé message will
not contain specific declmticma con-
cerning Belgium.

The fate of that country jturt now
is calling forth excessive pan-German
frothing due to recurrent rumors that
the government had definitely decld-
ed to abandon all intentions of per-
manent control in the occupied Bel-
gian territory.

While these reports are said to have
basis in the alleged ‘trial balloon™
sent out by England, they equally
earry earmarks of an obvious artifieial
fnspiration for the purpose of sup-
porting the annexationists' cam-
paign. =

EXEMPT WARNER
FROM SERVIGE IN
NATIONAL ARMY

Action Taken By District
Board Revgrses Its For-
mer Decision.

DeVer . Warner, production man-
ager of the Warner Brothers company,
certified for service in the National
Army vesterday by the, district ex-
emption board, wil not have to serve
TUnited States
military establishment

Special affidavits submitted today to
the board at its morning session at the
court house, together with certificates
from the War Department showing
that young Warner was also enlisted
in the cause as an inspector of cloths,
caused the board to rewpen the <ase.

It was decided to revoke the declsion
announced vesterday and to exempt
Mr. Warner from service with the Na-
tional Army while he is connected
with the ordnance department.

The grounds upon which the board
previously refused to act were those
of dependency which was the first
claim.

D. C. Warer is the son of DeVer H.
Warner, head of the corset industry of
Bridgeport, and ope of the chief own-
ers in the Hridgeport Hydraulic,
Bridgeport Gas Light and other large
concerns.

Valuable Cargo Lost
When Steamer Sinks

London, Sept. 25.—A JMelbourne
despatch to Reuter’s Limited, says
that the ¥Fritish steamer Port Kem-
bla, which was sunk by an explosion
near Cape Farewell, New Zealand,
carrieil no passengers, but a valuable
cargo. The explosion blew out al-
most one side of the steamer and she

sank .in 20 minutes.

British Troops Attack G
gian Front East of

erman Positions on Bel-
Ypres, Gaining Early:

Objectives—First Assault Launched at 5:40
a. m. Under Cover of Heavy Barrage Fire—
Plan of British Com mander-in-chief to Force
Armies of Crown Prince Rupprecht of Ba-
varia From Western Belgium.

of Ypres.

uable positions.

Ypres.

SWEDEN INSISTS
ON EXPLANATION
- FROM GERMANY

Gonfxdonce of Sweden Abus-
ed Seriously by Teuton
Officials.

o ——

Stockholm, Sept. 20—It was an«
nounced at the Swedlsh ministry of
forelgn affairs tdday that after the
publication by the Washington state
dapl.l'cmeat nf the code telegrams for-
swarded By Oopunt von Luxburg, the
Germsan minister to Argentina through
the Swedish legation at Buenos Aires
the Swedlsh government on Sept 10,
asked through the Intermediary of the
Swedish minifter at Ber!ln whether
It was true that the.German repre-
sentative at Buenos Aires had de-
spatched and the ministry of foreign
| affairs at Berlin had received the tale-
grams in question, :

When the reply was received the
Bwedish minister at Berlin on Sept.
15, was Instructed by the Swedish
government to hand to the German
government a strong protest In econ-|
sequence of these incldents and to
lay stress on the fact that it had been
confirmed beyond doubt that German
officials very seriously h.ad abused the
confldence of Sweden,

The communication made by the
German minister at Stockhoim to the
Swedish minister of foreign affairs,
mentioned in the Swedish official
ptatement of Sept. 18 had no connec-
tion with the protest made by the
Swedish government.

CRONHOLM DENIES
U. S. ALLEGATIONS

Mexico City, 8apl. 20.—Folka Cron-~
holm, former attache of the Swedish
legation, in a statement to the Asso-
ciated Press today, denled that Ger-
man minister von Eckhardt offered or
Jpromised him a decoration of a Ger-
man order, or that he regeived any
such decoration. Cronholm also de-
nied that he had “furnished the Ger-
man minister with information gath-
ered amongst the enemies of his coun-
try in Mexico.

Previous to making this statement
Cronholm had maintained silence re-
garding the despatch made public by
| Secretary Leansing in which Minister
von Eckharadt recommended Cron-
holm for a decoration. The state-
ment follows: J

“T am not in a position to make any
statement, as that is contrary to the
diplomatic principles of my country,
ag T am only an executive organ of
my government and still ignorant of
the statement that the sawne might
have issued on the subject. Once
in possession of an authentic text of
such a statement I may be able to add
some complimentary remarks. Re-
ferring to the decoration mentloned
in this connection, I hereby declare
that the German minister, Mr. Eek-
hardt, has not offered me any decora-
tion, nor has he promised me such and
neither have I recelved any. The
allegation made by a certain class of
newspapers of this city to the effect
that I have furnished the German
minister with information gathered

*|amongst the enemies of his country in

Mexico Is just as false as it is ri-
diculous."

Boy, Page Mister
Knottman and Wife!

To prove that William Pfau, pro-
prietor of the Ama=zon hotel, was con-
ducting a disorderly hostelry: the
guests’ register, on which the follow:-
ing signature was writtén. wWas pro-
duced in_the city court this moraiog:

“We R. Knottman & wife.”

Judge Frank Wilder after hearing
the testimony and perusing the regis-
ter, found Pfaun guilty and fined him
1$100 and court costs and Imposed a
suspended jail sentence of 10 days. He
appealed. Y

increasing

Fair mn]_ght;

Friday
clondiness,

London, Sept. 20.—The British forces on the Belgian front
altacked the German positions at 5:40 o’clock this morning east
Field Marshal Haig reports that salisfactary progress
was made and that the British already have captured some val-

The statetment, issued this morning, says: :
“We attacked at 5:40 this morning on a wide front east of
Satisfactory progress is reported. Our troops already
have caplured some valuable positions.”

The mnew British offensive, for
which recent reports of heavy artd-
lery bombardments, aerial sctivities
and ralds into the German Hnes had . '
prepared the publie, commenced at
daylight this morning.

The attack was made on a wide
front f§ast of Ypres, and, according to '
Fileld Marsha] Haig’s report, n‘:ptl,s-

factory progress was made and valu- |
avle po ons were captured.

This a« k apparently is a contin-
vation of the earlier offensive wich
was brought to a stop by bad weat ' 4
and the necessity of bringing up ;i
for t}e assault which was made this
mornjng.

Field Marshal Haig's selection of
the battle front to the east of Yp
in Belgium, as the scene of his
offensive nst the Germans IndT
cates that it 1s a col °§°
expressed purpose of :ge* British “j&
mander-in-chief to force the k
of Crown Prince Ruppracht of Eqvae.
from the western cghit of BElflum an®
to cut off the German submarine
airplape bases on the North sea sea. frov
Zeebrugee to Nieuport, including Os-'*
tend.

The British ‘drive apparently is be-
Ing made in the direction of Roulers
and  Courtral, from which Eelgian
towns, according to recent despatches,
from the Dutch frontier, the.German
military authorities have been evac-
uating the civillan population.

That the British offensive has been
in preparation for several days was
made known in recent statement from
the German.army headquarters staff,
The Germans reported that the British
were malnmﬂlng a violent and de-
structive fire against. the Teuton posi-
tions, The bom[ba.rdmnnt frequently
reaching the intensity of drumfire.

Teuton Armies Make
Desperate Resistance.

British Headguarters in France and.
Belgtum, Sept. 20.—(By the Associated-
Press.)—Fiedd Marshal Maig’s offen<
slve, whi?h was begun at dawn this"

morning on the Belgian battie front,
{s proceeding with marked success, es-
pecially in the crucial sector between
the Ypres»-Roulera rallway and Hol}e-
beke.

A bitter t‘lghl‘. is in progress In the
neighborhood of Inverness copés,
Nun's wood and Glencorse wood., I
the attsckers maintain the positions
to which the$ have advanced in this
section they have accomplished one
of the most remarkable and most im-
portant achievements in recent
months,

The German infantry is making a
most determined resistance to retain
this wital ground and the Teuton ar-
tillery is retaliating heavily agalnst
the British big guns.

The Germans poured & wicked
stream of bullets into the manks of
the advancing troops . from concrets
rgdoubts. Every little elevation and
all the woods were cholhed with rapid
fire guns.

The British encountered hard fight-
ing at many places but their magnifi-
cent artillery work had done much to
mpake the first stage of their drive
easler.

Today’s offensive will be known as
the battle of the Menin Road. Falr
weather had improved the ground but
the mud still was deep and the whale
territory covered with water-filled
shell holes, tangled barbed wire and
shattered grees.. The German defenses
were compesed largely of concrets re-
doubts.

The British barrage swept the coun-
try like & broom. The Germans knew
the attack was coming but were un-
aware of its exact docality.

There was g Hght rain. last n!g‘ht -
but the ‘weather cleared this morning
and the visibility is :lmmﬂ-nl’ 1y

_'-"R"‘ L !

French Increase
Artillery Activity

Paris, Sept. 20.—HE=xcept for artil-
lery activity, which was lively at va=
rious parts of the battle front in
France last night; the officlal state-
ment jssued this afternoon by the
French war office says thers was noths
ing of importance to report. The t.c.:'b
of the statement reads:

“There was nothing to report qg.
cept great activity of the artillery
the region south of the river Olss,
the sectors of Cornillet and Mont Hs

-

- ‘l_.‘

in the Champagne, and mm

__ of the River Jleun."




