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USAYOB Ml OFF (MLS GOING

I0PM;WII1

AUSTRO-GERMA- N OFFENSIVE OPENS

EAST OF BRENTA RIVER TRYING

TO FORCE THEIR WAY TO OPEN

PLAIN-R- AIN OF SHELLS FALL

ON THE ITALIAN'S LINES

Iranids.
Have Sent

Mflais

Local Jail

Officer Is

in Trouble
AND. -- GOAL'wmk 20,080

Shipment of 10,000 Tons Needed to Prevent Abso-
lute Famine-7-Crowd- s Again Storm Offices of
Fuel Board in Vain No Hard Coal Has Been
Received by. Water in This City in Six Days
Fuel Administrator Garfield and Carl FrSie--
mon Will Attempt to
lieve Situation Which Threatens Health of

: City. : : ' '
. :

Italian Headqtiarters in Northern Italy, Dec. 15 (Bythe Associated Press) Heavy fighting is in progress today
on the mountain front in the north, east, of the Brenta
river. The enemy is attempting to advance his positions
as he has those west of the river, which would give Tiirrt
two lines of approach to the Brenta valley and the open"

plain.
The enemy has brought 1 arge number of his heaviest

guns to the Piave and northern fronts and the bombardment
has taken on increased range and violence. Some of the shells
have reached Nancino, eight miles back of the Piave and a few
miles from the city of Treviso. Four hundred of these-monst- er

projectives were concentrated on one point
The .strength of the Austro-Germ- an invaders in Italy is

placed today at 60 divisions. On the front line are 52, of which
45 are Austrian and seven are German . Eight others," foui
German and. four Austrian, are said by information from com-peten- t

sources to be held back of the lines in reserve.
WAR Three '

,

--m etaoinetao! .

Gen. Diaz, the Italian commander-in-chie- f, sums Up the
results of the struggle of the last three days in the north by
saying that the enemy secured an insignificant stretch of
ground at the cost of an immense sacrifice of blood. .

Although he has obtained a lodgment on Monte Spihuccia
and Monte Fontanel, heretofore held by the Italians, this ddes
not represent any appreciable advance toward the plains,
which is his main object, but merely a fluctuation of the
Italian line, of which Monte, Grappa is the dominating barrier.

Even below Grappa formidable offensive works have
been constructed in the event that the enemy should reach
the plain, but each day of his futile pressure on the north
and east and of successful re sistance by the Italians and
their allies strengthens the belief that the enemy will not
realize this eventually. V

The chief Austro-Germa- n effort is centering about Monte"
Beretta. There the enemy suceeded in advancing only a
short distance in the course of repeated attacks in which he
suffered large losses.

2,500 Questionnaires Are
Placed in Mails This
Morning With Clos-

ing of Recruiting One
Hundred Storm Local

1 Offices to Enlist

Simultaneously with exemp-
tion boards: in every city and
.townpf the United States, the
six rocai msmct Draft .Boards
commenced their task of classi-
fying Bridgeport's man power
for army ; service today, by
sending out the first 10 per
cent" ' of their questionnaires,
numbering&boat 2,500. - v

Early hours of this moraine: also
witnessed a rush to army recruitine
offices, those men who . are of draft
age .endeavoring to take advantage of
the last moment "afforded them to
volunteer for specific branches of ser
vice. Knowing that they were re-

quired to .be at Fort Blocum by noon,
today, more than one hundred appli
cants waited in line at the local re
cruiting station when the doors were
opened to receive enlistments this
morning.

It Is estimated that during the last
ten days, about 2,000 men have been
accepted In Connecticut for the army
service, arti that of these a substan
tial proportion, consists of Bridgeport

Both army and navy recruit
ing stations here were crowded at all
hours yesterday, about a' thousand
men calling at the latter place in the
mistaken belief that persona liable to
draft would not be accepted for the
navy ' after today. They wre cor-

rected and told that they might en-

list at any time. '

The mailing of questionnaires will
be completed as speedily, as possible,
all of the district boards being hard
at work In the task ahead, of them,
It to expected that within sixty days
every man of draft age will have
ibeen classified in one of the five

groups, according to their economic
worth and consequent liability iot ser--

fvlce,

SUFFE
HUN OFFICER GETS

NEW LAUNDRY, THEN
SURRENDERS TO FOE

American Army in France, Dec.
IS A story of how German officers
are surrendering is told .by aa
American officer just returned from
the British front.

One night recently a German
officer crawled across No Mao's
Land to the British wire, raised
his hands and cried:

"Comrade." British soldiers cov-
ered him with rifles, whereupon
the German said:

"Excuse me If I lower my bnrig,
Tve got; a package here."

The surprised Britishers granted
the request and the German drop-
ped into the trench. In his hands
he had package of laundry. He
had decided to surrender a week
before, but had waited., until his
laundry came baac";'. '.,.'..

EQUIPMENT OF

MEN IN CAMPS

IS ADEQUATE

Waahlngton, Dec.
ter General Shanpe in a statement to
day gives figures on army ' contracts
to show that adequate supplies of
clothing for alls men In the service
now are available and that proper de
liveries and uninterrupted transport-
ation will assure supplies for tbe fu
ture. . Deliveries have been delayed
from six to 48 per cent because of
delays in material and transportation.

Gen. Bharpe's statement shows that
there already have been delivered to
the troops practically C, 000, 000 blan
kets, more than 2,000,000 overcoats,
more than 12,000,000 undershirts, 4,000,- -,

.000 pairs of drawers, nearly 3,000,000

pairs of Veeches, more than 2,000,000

coats, more than 5,000,000 ' woolen
shirts, more than 8,000,000 pairs - of
shoes, and more than 3,000,000 hats.

In the aggregate about half the sup
plies ordered have been delivered. 1 l-

100,000 IDLE
IN CLEVELAND;

COAL SHORTAGE

Cleveland, Dec. IE One hundred
thousand men wre out of work and
hundreds of Cleveland's large manu-
facturing plants were shut down to
day because of the shortage of coal.

The companies affected, many of
them turning out rush lorders of war
materials. Including shells, shrapnel,
motor ears, aeroplane parts, fuses,
uniforms, engines and other war ne
cessaries required by the government,
depend on the Cleveland Electric Il-

luminating Co. for electric power. Late
yesterday the eoal shortage reached
such an acute stage that the illumi-
nating company shut off electric cur
rent to all big industrial manufactur-
ing plants. .

The idle plants will resume opera
tion on Monday morning provided
coal now rushing to the Illuminating
company is not delayed.

I WON'T WORK
MEMBERS COME

BEFORE LANDIS

Chieage, Dec. 1 5 Extra detach-
ments of police and secret service
men . guarded the. court room today
when 106 members of the Industrial
Workers of the World were arraigned
before Federal Judge Landis on a
charge of conspiracy against the gov-
ernment

The defendants including Elizabeth
Gurley Flynn of New York and Wil-
liam D. Haywood, secretary treasurer
of the organization, with headquar-
ters in this city, were indicted by a
federal grand jury in September.
Sixty others indicted still are at lib-

erty,
'

THE WEATHER.

For Bridgeport and vicinity i Fab?
and ooDttaued cold tonight and Sun--

Indicted by F ederal Au- -

thorities It is AlTeged
He Conspired With
"Trusty" to Forge Pos-

tal Money Order For
$10.

Dennis. E. O'Neil, bookkeeper
in the Fairfield County Jail, in
this city, is under indictment
today, arid awaiting trial
scheduled for Friday, Dec. 21,
before the United! States Dis-

trict Court in Hartford, on a
charge alleging .conspiracy in
connection with a money ordeij
forgery case.7 ".

' ' -
William Banti, of.Stratford, former-

ly a prisoner in the Jail, is accused.
as principal m the matter .and is
under . bond for appearance . in the
federal court He Is alleged to have

Yorged the names of John Barylski,
another prisoner, and Jacob Wein-stei- n

to'a $10 mofljry order which the
former received in September,. 1916,
from a friend ln Greenwich.

The authorities claim that Bant
forging signatures, acted under the
instructions of O'NeiL who had access
to mail going into the jail.

Both men deny their guilt O'Neil
claiming that when Barylsk received
the money order he eomplained of

being unable to. sign his name, and
therefore Bantl had to be permitted
to sign for him and make the order
payable to Welnsteln, a visitor at the
Jail, who paid the face value of the
paper. Banti was a "trust' and was
serving time'for mtoeonduot

O'Neil has been bookkeeper at the
county Jail for many years, and is
widely known throughout the city. He
has always borne a blameless reputa-
tion and his friends believe that he
will be able to vindicate himself in
his present difficulty. Sheriff Pease
said, "I will back O'Neil to the limit
when his honesty is questioned."

sponse followed, and the girls named
below started for Maiden this morn-
ing.

Bridgeport's Red Cross button girls
who are how in Maiden "seeing it
through," are chaperoned , by Miss
E. Flnkle, a trained nurse, and are
being housed at the Boston T. W. C.
A, Miss Flnkle is' equipped with all
the Red Cross paraphernalia for the
comfort and care of her charge
Those in the party are the Misses I
Chagnon, M. Jepson, A. Massey, M.

Gay, E. Zlpf, A. Hameseder, 8. Zlse
line, E. Chapman. Helen Plstey, F.
Johnson, A. Chrlstensen, J. Masek, F
Masek, A. Georges, J. Chrlstensen, M.

Walker, L. Lucas and M. Wasco.

BOTH SIDES REST
Dedham, Mass.. Dec' 16 Both

sides rested in the case of Harriet A.

Varney, charged with the murder of
Mrs. Pauline ATKeyes, shortly after

FINAL PEACE OFFER'
BY KAISER IN HIS

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
'

London, Dec, 13 Emperor
William in his Christinas message
proposes to make a final peace
offer to his enemies "on whom, in
cose of rejection, will faU the re-
sponsibility , for . bloodshed In
1018," according to an official
Berlin telegram forwarded from
QenevSj by the F.vnhangn Tde-gsap-h

Cos today. ,

Make Government Re--,

RRESTED

If RUSSIA

, Petrpgrad, pec.; 15. Charles . S.
Smith, of St. Jxwis, a member of tlxe
staff of John F. fitevens, ihead of the
American ' railroad commission to
Bnwrt, is reported to have been ar-
rested.
. Sir. Smith Is reported to bare been
arrested In Tcixlta,, Siberia, in oomyemy
with. M. Oustroosoff, former assista-n- t

miniater of railroads, who is brJd by
uie JKHMTrtkl as member of the'
provbistonal government

Ambassador Frauds haa teleeranh--
ed to the American consols in Harbin
and Vladivostok to Intervene. At the
Smolny Institute, the Bolshevik head
quarters, it was aaid that if the Ameri
can had been arrested It was a mistake
and he would be immediately released.

St Louis. Dee. 15. The St Louis
man whose arrest is reported in a
PetrogW dispatch is believed here to
be Charles H. Smith, formerly a Talu-atk- m

engineer for the Missouri Pacific
railroad. He went "to Russia with the
American railroad commission.

' -- '

NEGOTIATIONS

OF ARlilSTICE

ARE CONTINUED

(London.. Dee. is, A. Petrograd dis
patch dated Friday announced the
resumption of Ruseo --German armis-
tice negotiations and says they" are
now concerned with the transport of
troops from the front, the question of
the seas and conditions of fraternizat-
ion, A

Russia maintains her attitude in re
spect to transportation of, German
troops to other fronts, contending that
the Germans should not send men
from the east to France and Belgium.

The Petrograd newspapers announce
Germany has withdrawn her demand
for disarmament f the entire Rus-
sian army.

Bolshevik! units at Kiev have been
d'isarmed toy the Kurairiians and sent
to their homes,

In on A instance the. Bolshevik!
troops in Kiev resisted disarmament
and numerous casualties resulted.

The Bolsherilci committee of the
12th army eerps has askeld for the re-ea- ll

of 'Major Plehon, head . of the
rVenon military mission, for protest-
ing against agitation in ' the arm
against the Entente alHas, -

CONGRESSMAN IS
HURT. VISITING

MONTE GRAPPA
Italian Headquarters in Northern

Italy, riday, Dec. 14 (By the Asso-
ciated Press) An army automobile in
which Congressman George H. Tink-ha- m

of Boston was riding today on a
visit te Monte Grappa, on the north-
ern mountain front, skidded over the
mountain side and dropped 20 feet.
It made a double turn and was crush-
ed to pieees, but the eongressman and
the other occupants eseaped with
braises, the saanffeu beiag serieusly
but not , dangerously Injured, " The
car. was wreaked so sompietoly that
It was abandoned,

Bridgeport today faces the
most serious coal shortage in
its history. The situation haa
reached the stage where Lieutena-

nt-Governor and Mayor
Clifford B. "Wilson, State Fuel
Administrator Thomas W.
Bnssell and possibly City Fuel
A&ninistrator Carl F. Siemon,
will ,go to Washington tomorT

" row "and on Monday will de-
mand Immediate relief from
National Fuel Administrator
IL AL Garfield. ' '

tTiiilM rator gtnusTl has prevtous-S- r
road pwismml demands bi behalf

ot b Bridgeport and Stratford n,

toot without avail.
, Iiarmau famflfar with the sUuatkm
stoto that tier are 30,000 famines

Ha the fty dbeclatery without coaL
ApSTO3mateiy 13M3W lamOles any

c at temat 1WX tons of hard coat are
needed to avert absolute famine and

'
pratoU anfflwrlng. Coal yard of Half
p) testers are practically empty,m Che took of others are being
distributed eooeorratireSy, .. bwt will
mot tat ttext week out. .

. Tfc shortage vtrtuoljy affects every
tpenvoB cC tbe city's USW population.
lAcnosdtnc . to Information from the
postal atrtfcofMea. there are between

ft and MWOO famines Jn the city.
Cheri are approximately SCO mUla and
inacMftirttortes In the city, an of which
(Jaive been focused to rsiinqtiUh the use
f nMBvrmdtj eoal and are ontng- -

eoai eelusi3r.
dnwl by the dramatte appeals of

www sod men sufferer. Chairman
jMemon cf the Bridgeport fuel Board,

, vent to Hertford tble morning for an
4ctertew aod It 1 bettered the

of the latter and the
bwyor to OarOsId ta the evtaome,
' Tbe depVstad tanke of valtine ap--

at tbe fuel committee' of.
fitVianta aiorBte- - tadleates that the

. iraajorfty of eoal seeker have relln.
tU0hed faltk la setting aid through

If&at aeoroe. fiereoteen peraoae wert
jet the ott lee door before daybreak

u)4 vbe tbe door was opened at 9

tftioeX Hut valtina-- line had increas-
ed to vereooo. This la aboot hall
j.Ji iramtMr found In waiting elnce
put oCOoa vu establlahed.

(Hemofl, vtu yesterday promised an
fOttiataX atatemeMt for the public to-ia- y,

afi (or Hartford wttbout leaving
p, word of information for reportera
fjMM is the official mouthpiece for
he committee and dealers.

ave for a few tons of the coal
neatly In demand No, 2 nnt coal

ihe bias of all dealers-ar- empty. Egg
eoal, which is too larga for kltphen
store use, ts ts tie had .in small
juanUtfee, Persons applying for coal
are glad to get it. however, and wlll-in- g

to take H la qnantities as small as
'fk betahel bag,

The daily attotment of 100 half-fttfi- B

was distributed before 10 o'clock
this, morning and a dlsaspolnted
erowd of many persons was turned

'.away,
fieeorda of Barbermaeter William

Ji, iMtnoai show that ne hard coal
has bee received by water in the
)aet ate days, Inaiwdtng today,

HITS BIG TOWN '

200 DISAPPEARS
ytVSk eaora than t09 in his pesses-'fAaa- ,

Morris Brasall, of Waitham, N,
breese4 Into town, yesterday, in

tent VPb having a good time, and
started on his rounds last evening. In
a awntrai eafe fee beeanae friendly with
three wil-dresse- d young men and at
their invitation, consented to go for a
walk, They had hardly reached a
dark spot near the Singer Sewing
Maanfos plant when the three turned
tipoa him, robbed him of the $200 he
had left, and'ftedT

BmnaH made aompialat to the de
sativ barest this moyning, and the

Local Girls Leave for

Maiden to Aid Making of

Buttons for Red Cross

ENGINEERS ARE
INJURED BY

BURSTING SHELL

With Jthe American Army in
France, Friday, Cec, 14 (By the As-

sociated Press) A bursting shell has
wounded fo American railroad en-

gineers working behind the British
front," according to reports received
today.

' The projectile struck in a
pile of picks, shovels and other

1 "

tools.
Six representatives of the United

States food administration arrived to-

day In the American army zone for a
four day visit with the troops. They
were entertained at luncheon by Gen.
Pershing, Inspected headquarters and
.then left for a billet town.

The party will be taken all over the
zone, will eat, sleep and talk with the
soldiers and acquire first hand in-

formation which will be used in a ser-

ies of lectures in the United States to
assist In the food conservation cam-

paign. v
i

MOVES TO SET
VERDICT ASIDE

Charles W. Near has been awarded
a verdict to" recover 1200 from John
R. Woodhull by a Jury In the Com-
mon Pleas court where his suit to
recover J800 for failure of Wobdhull
to deliver a purchase of meat was
tried. Near claimed that the failure
to deliver his purchases caused him
much loss, he we unable to supply
his customers, and was forced out of
business. He claimed 1 600. When
the verdiot was announced Attorneys
Gould and Gould for Woodhull moved
that the verdiot be set aside as con-

trary to the evidence in the case.
Judge Booth will pass upon the mo-
tion Tuesday morning.

NORWAY LOSES 0,000 SAILORS

London, Deo, IS It is said ofScdal-l- y

that Norway has lost (.000 sailors
during the war, a Central Wrws dls-pat- eh

from Christian! reports. The
sinking of two mere steamers is told

LOST BARGES
PROVE MENACE

TO NAVIGATION

South Norwalk, Dec. 15 The six.
coal barges, loaded with Bridgeport
fuel, that were lost, off Green's Reef
light during the storm on Thursday
night, are proving to be a menace to
navigation as they are, unbuoyed. and
unlighted at night so that their loca-- ,
tlon is a mystery to pilots. They are
sunk almost directly in the channel,
so that the steamer Armitage Brearly
of the Eastern Transportation Co., a
local freight liner, stove a. good sised
hole in her bow while going at full
speed, trying to make the local har-
bor last night

The Red Star tug Norwalk, with a
barge of coal in tow, almost left that
barge with the six others when t it
crashed into - the . sunken barges
when putting' in here last night , Six ,

were saved from the barges through
the heroism of Capt Archie Gutherie
and his crew.

FIRES TWICE AT
MAN AND WOMAN

Hundreds of persons on their way
to and from work along Housatonic
avenue, near Washington, were placed
'in danger of being seriously wounded.
at noon, today, when Louis Dorio, of
54T Hallock street went on a ram-
page with a gun and flre two shots
at a man and woman who have not
been identified. v

The couple fled from the range, of
his bullets and so far as known, were
not struck. Dorio was arrested by
Patrolman Brennan within a few min-
utes after the shooting. He refused
at poflce headquarters to tell why ha
fired, although It. is understood that
the trouble arose from some 'woman
question.

ALLIED COUNCIL

London, Deo. 16 The inter-Allie-d

eeuneU which Is to take op questions
Of war purchases and finances met in
London today.. Oscar T. Crosby, as-

sistant secretary of the United State's
treasury, was elected nrs&ldas

Responding to a hurry call for vol-

unteers, eighteen Bridgeport young
women took train this morning for
Maiden, Mass.', to work night and day
in the service of the American Red
Cross. ,

They are not going to nurse wound-
ed soldiers nor to dodge- bombs from
raiding German aeroplanes, but 'they
are going to make buttons for the
great Red Cross membership drive
which starts on "Monday.

Buttons are needed for this cam-

paign, and as they are required for
immediate use, eannot be supplied by
the manufacturers. This fact became
known not long ago, to Walter B.
Lashar, who represented Connecticut
at the National Red Cross meeting
held on November 6th to plan for
the membership campaign.

To overcome the difficulty presented
by the shortage Mr. Lashar had ma-
chines made at the plant of the
Ameriean Chain Co, for the manu-
facture of the pins used in the eon
struotlon of these buttons.

He then obtained eight button
presses and had them sent to the eon- - j

cern in Maiden, Mass., which had con-
tracted to make the buttons. After '

considerable trouble, caused by bliz--1

zard, the presses reached their desti-
nation and then it was made known to
Mr. Lasher that the firm had lost its
best women employees, and eeuld not
do, the work,

This last obstacle MP, Rasher re-
moved last pirn pf fssoiBg; the eaU
for eighteen girls to valuntae for the
important task at tend X reaay re J of in the dispatch. ,

'


