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IMAND COAL; 20, 000 SUFF ER

[pmer of 10,000 Tons Needed to Prevent Abso-
lute Famine—Crowds Again Storm Offices of
Fuel Board in Vain—No Hard Coal Has Been
Received by, Water in This City in Six Days—
Fuel Administrator Garfield and Carl F: Sie-

mon Will Attempt to Make Government Re-|

llete Sitnation Which Threatens Health of

port today faces the
‘serwous coal shortage in
hidn The situation has
phed stsge where Lieu-
mani-Governor and Mayor
ord B. Wilson, Stale Fue]

:-rnl sii 0

quantitics, Persons applying for coal
glad to get it, however, and will-
‘o take it in guantities as small as

Wit mors than 6300 in his posses-
. Morris Branall, of Waltham, N,
inte sown, yastarday, ln-

. §pon hawing & good time, and
"~ ptarted om his rounds last evealng. In
wﬂ.hm{d&lﬂlywﬁth
‘. mrell-dressed young men and mt
¢ invitation, consentsd Lo go for a
They had hardly reachsd a
pot neay <hs Blnger Bswing
plant wheq the three turnad
_mmumnaeh

AMERIGAN
- ARRESTED
IN RUSSIA -

Petrograd, Dec.” 15 —Chariles B,
Bmith of St. Louls, a member of the

can had been srrested it was a mistaks
and he would be immmediately released.

8t. Louls, Dee, 15.—The St Louls

. | man whoss arrest is reported in a

dispateh 18 believed here to
be Charles H. Smith, formerly a valo-
atlon eagineer for the Missour! Pastfio
rullroad, Hs went*to Rassla with the
American rallroad commission.

NEGOTIATIONS
OF ARMISTICE
ARE CONTINUED

London, Des. 15—A Petrograd dis-
patch dated Friday announced ths
resumption of Russs-German armis-
tice negotiations and eays they* are
now concerned with the transport of
troops from the front, the question of
:‘h: seas and conditions of fratermiss-

n,

Ruesla maintains her attitide in re-
spect to transportation of German
troopa to other fronts, eontending that
the Garmans ghould not send men
from the east to France and Belgium.

The Petrograd newspapers announce
Germany has withdrawn her demand
for disarmament ¢f the entire Rus-
slan army.

_Bolsheviki units at Kiev have bean
disarmed by the Kurainians and sent

to their -

In anx instancs the- Bolsheviki
troopae in Klev reslstad disarmament
and numerous casualties resulted,

The Bolsheviki comuilitee of the
18th army eorps has esked Tor the re-
gall of Major Plochoa, head of thas
Pronch military mission, for protest-
Ing against egitation in the army
against the Eat.enba ulilas,

CONGRESSMAN IS
HURT. VISITING
MONTE GRAPPA

Ttalian Hsadquarters In Northern
Italy, riday, Dec. 14—(By tha Asso-
clated Press)—An army automobile in
which Congressman George H. Tink-
ham of Boston was riding today on a
visit to Monte Grappa, on the north-
ern mountain front, skidded over the
mountain side and dropped 20 feet.
It made a double turn mad was erush-
2d to pisees, but the eongressman and
the other occoupants essaped with

%000 paire of drawers,

| conts, more than

f'nUN omcm GETS
NEW LAUNDRY, THEN
SURRENDERS TO FOE

American Army in-France, Dec.
15—A story of how German officers
are sarrendering s told by an
mm:mnwm
the British front,

One night recently a German
officer crawled across No Man's

EIJIIIPMENT llF
MEN IN CAMPS
IS ADEQUATE

‘Washington, Dec. 15—Quartermas-
ter General Shampe In a statement to-
day glives figures on army contracts
to show that adequate supplies of
clothing for all men In the service
now are avallable and that proper Ve-
lveries and uninterrupted transport-
ation will assure supplies for the fu-
fure, Dellveries huve been delayed
from six to 48 per cent. becauss of
delays in materizl and transportation.
Gen. Bharpe's statsment shows that
thers already have heen dalivered to
the troops practically §,000,000 blap-
kats, more than 2,000,000 overcoats,
more then 12,000,000 undershirts, 4,000~
nearly 3,000,000
palrs of Syreeches, more than 2,000,000
5,000,000  'woolsn
shirts, more than §000,000 pairs of
shoes, and more than 3,000,000 hats,

In the asgregate abdut half the sup-
plies ordersd have been delivered.

100,000 IDLE -
IN CLEVELAND;
COAL SHORTAGE

Claveland, Dec. 16—One hundred
thousand men were out of work and
hundreda of. Cleveland's large manu-
facturing plants were shut down to-
day because of the shortage of coal.

The companies affectpd, many of

materials, Including shells, shrapnel,
motor cars, asroplame parts, fuses,
uniforms, engines and other war ne<
cessaries; required by the government,
depend on the Cleveland Blectric Il-
luminating Co. for electric power. Late
yesterday the coal shortage reached
such an mcute stage that the illumi-
nating esmpany shut off electric cur-
rent to all blg Industrial manufaetur-
ing plants,

The idls plants will resume opera-
tion on Monday morning provided
coal now rushing te the Illominating
company i8 not delayed.

1 WON'T WORK
MEMBERS COME
BEFORE LANDIS

Chiesge, Dec. 15—Extra detach-
ments of police and seeret pervice
men gusrded the court room today
when 106 members of the Industrial
Workers of the World were arraigned
befors Federal Judge Landis on a
charge of conspiracy agamst the gov-
srnmaent.

The defendsants including Elizsabeth
Gurley Flynn of New York and Wil-
llam D. Haywood, secretary treasurer
of the organization, with headquar-
ters in thls city, ware indlcted by a
federal grand jury in Beptember.
Bixty others Indicted still are at lib-
erty.

THE WEATHER.

them turning out rush orders of war |

Ilraﬂ Bds.
Have Sent
OutBlanks

2,500 Questionnalres Are
Placed in Mails This
Morning—With Clos-
ing of Recruiting One
Hundred Storm Local

+ Offices to Enlist.

Simultaneously with exemp-
lion boards in every cily and|;
Jowwy of the Uniled States, the
'six District Draft Boards
commenced their task of classi-
fying Bridgeport’s man power
for army  service today, by
sending out the first 10 per

: cena of I.hmr gug?;&onnmres,

!hrlyhomatth{smmmgnlm

|witnessad a rush to army recruiting

offives, those men who are of draft
age endeavoring to takes advantage of
the last moment afforded them to
volunteer for specific branches of ser-
vice, Knowing that .they were re-
quired to be at Fort Slocum by noon,
today, more than one hundred appii-
cants waited in llne at the local re-
cruiting station when the doors were
opened to recelve enlistments this
morning. L4

It is estimated that during the last
ten daye, about 2,000 men have been
accepted” In Connectiout for the army
service, and that of theee a substan-
tial proportion consists of Bridgeport
men. DBoth army and navy recrult-
inr wtations here were crowded at all
hours yesterday, about a thousand
men calling at the latter place in the
mistaken beliaf that persons liable to
draft would not bhe accepted for the
navy ' after today. They were cor-
rected and told that they might en-
lst at any time.

The mailing of gquestionnaires will
be completed as spesdily as poasible,
all of tha district boards being hanrd
at work in the task shead of them.
It f@ expected that within sixty daya
every man of draft age will have
theen classified in one of the five
groups, aocording to thelr economio
worth and connaquent Habllity for ser-

A<ice,

Local Girls Leave for
Malden to Aid Making of

Buttons

Local Jail
Bificer Is

in Trouble

Indicted by Federal Au-
thorities—It is Alleged
He Conspired With

“Trusty” to Forge Pos-
tal Money Order For
$10.

Dennis E. O'Neil, bookkeeper
in the Fairfleld Gounty Jail, in
this city, is under indictment
today, and awaili trial
scheduled for Friday, Dec. 21,
before the UnitedtStates Dis-
trict Gourt in Hartford, on a
charge allegi _conspira.cy in
connection 'with a money ordey
forgery case. ' p

Willlam Banti, of Stratford, former-
Iy a prisoner in the jall, is accused
gs princlpal In the matter ,and ls
under bond for appearance Iin the
federal court. Ha is alleged to have
Yorged the names of John Barylskl,
another prisoner, and Jacob Woein-
steln to’'a $10 moyey order which the
former roceived in Beptember, 19186,
from a friend in Greemwich.

The authorities clalm that Bantl
forging signatures, sacted under the
instructions of O'Neil, who had access
to mail going into the jail.

Both men deny their guilt, O'Neil
clagiming that when Barylskd rsceived
the money order he oomplainsd of
being unable to sgn his name, and
therefors Bentl had to be permittad
to sign for him and make the order
payable to Weinsteln, a visitor at the
jall, who paid the face valus of the
paper. Bantl wes a "trusty” and was
perving time“for misconduoct.

O'Nell has besn booltkesper at the
county Jell for many years, and Ia
widsly known throughout the city. He

PRICE TWO CENTS

ASS 2,700 OOO MEN ALON

AUSTRU-GERMAN l]FFENSIVE OPENS
EAST OF BRENTA RIVER---TRYING
T0 FORCE THEIR WAY T0 UPEN'-
PLAIN---RAIN OF SHELLS FALL
ON THE ITALIAN'S LINES

plain.

guns to the Piave and northern

miles from the city of Treviso.

petent sources to be held back
WAR Three

L

which is his main object, but

been constructed im the event
the plain, but each day of his

realize this eveniually.

guffered large losses.

has always borne a blamelesa reputi- | s

tion and his friemds belisve that he
will be abls to vindleats himeslf in
his present difficnlty., Sheriff Pease
sald, *T will back O'Neil to the limit
when his honasty is questioned.”

ior Red Cross

Responding to a hurry call for vol-
umteers, elghteen Bridgeport young
women took train this morning for
Malden, Mass,, to work night and day
in the service of the American Red
Cross,

They are not going to nurse wound-
ed soldiers nor to dodge bombs from
ralding German aeroplanes, but ‘they
are golng to make buttons for the
great Rad Cross membership drive
which stagts on Monday.

Buttons are needed for this cam-
puign, and as they are required for

‘Iimmedlate use, cannot be suppilad by

the manufacturers. This fact hacamae
known not long ago, to Walter B,
Lashar, whe represanted Connectlcut
at the National Red Cross meating
held on November 6th to plan for
the memberghlp campalgn,

To evercome the difficulty presented
by the shertugs Mr., Lashar had me-
chines made at the plant of the
Ameriean Chain Co, for ths manu-
facture of ths pins used In the eon
struotion of these buttons.

Ha thesn obtained elght
preszea and had them sent to the eon-
cern in Malden, Mgss., which had con-
‘tructed to make the buttons. After

zard, the presses reachesd thelr desti-
nation and thea It was made known Lo
Mr, Lasher that the firm had lost its
best women employees, and eeuld not
do the work,

‘ This last obslasle Mr, ILashay po-
moved jast . feening the sall
for sightaen | i~ for tha

| Walker, Lo Lucas and M. Wasco.

sponse followed, and the girls ns.msd
below started' for Malden this morn-
ing.

Bridgeport’'s Red Cross button girla
who are now In Malden ‘“seeing It
through,” are chaperoned by Miss
E. Finkle, a trained nurse, end are
being housed at the Boston ¥. W,
A. Miss Finkle is equipped with all
the Red Cross paraphernalis for the
comfort and care of her chargea
Those in the party are the Missss L.
Chagnon, M., Jepson, A. Massey, M.
Gay, E. Zipf, A. Hamessder, B. Zise-
lins, B, Chapman, Helen Pistey, ¥,
Johneon, A, Christensen, J. Masek, F
Misek, A. Georges, J, Christensen, M.

BOTH BIDES REST

Dedham, Mass, Dee, 165—EBoth
#ldes rested In the cass of Harrlet A.
Varney, charged with the murder of
Mrs, Pauline A. Keyes, shortly after

( FINAL PEACE OFFER

button |

considerable trouble, caused by bliz-/

BY KAISER IN HIS
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

London, Dee, 153 — Emperor
Willinm in his Ohristmas message
es to make a final peace
offir to his enemies “on whom, in
case of rejection, will fall the re-
sponsibility
1018,
Berlin

ENGINEERS ARE
INJURED BY
BURSTING SHELL

With the Amaerican Army in
France, Friday, Dec, 14—(By the As-
soclated Presu)—A bursting shell has

ded o Amerlcan raflroad en-
nnebﬂ working behind the British
front, according to reports received
today. The projectile struck In a
plle of picks, shovels and other
tools.

Bix representatives of the TUnited
States food administration arrived to-
day In the American army zone for a
four day visit with the troops. They
were entertained at lunmcheon by Gen.
Porshing, inspected headquearters and
.then laft for = biliet town.

The party will be taken all over the
sone, will eat, sleep and talk with the
soldlers and acqulre first hand in-
formatjon’ which will be used in a ser-
{es of lectures in the United States to
assist In the food conservation cam-

paign.

MOVES TO SET
VERDICT ASIDE

Charles W. Near has been awarded
& verdlot to recover $200 from John

R. Woodhull by a jury in the Com-
mon Pleag court where his suit to
recover $600 for failure of Woodhull
to dellver a pur e of meat was
tried, Near clalmed that the failure
to deliver his purchases caused him
much loss, he was unable to supply
his customers, and was forced out of
business, FHe claimed $§600, When
the verdict was announced Attorneys
Gould and Gould for Woodhull moved
that the verdict he set aside as con-
trary to the evidence In the onse.
Judges Booth will pass upon the mo-
ﬂoe Tueaday morning.

NORWAY LOSES 0,000 BAILORS

London, Deo, 15—t iy sald

ground at the cost of an immense sacrifice of blood. 5
Although he has oblained a lodgment on Monte Spinuces
and Monte Fontanel, heretofore held by the Ilalians, this d
not represent any appreciable advance foward the plal

Italian Headquarters in Northern Ttaly, Dec. 15
the Associated Preaa)Heavy fighting is in progress
on the mountain front in the north, east of the Br
river. The enemy is attempting to advance his posi!
as he has those west of the river, which would give
two lines of approach to the Brenta valley and the ¢

The enemy has brought a large number of his heay

fronts and the bomba

has taken on increased range and violence. Some of the s
have reached Nanecino, eight miles back of the Piave and a

Four hundred of these m

sier projectives were concentrated on one point.

The strength of the Austro-German invaders in I
placed today at 60 divisions, On the front line are 52, of W
45 are Austrian and seven are Germam . Eight others,
German and.four Ausirian, are said by information from e

of the lines in reserve.
LY ':s-;'

Gen. Diaz, the Italian commander-in-chief, sums up the
results of the siruggle of the last three days in the north by
saying that the enemy secured an insignificant stretch

\ A8

merely a fluctuation of

Italian line, of which Monte Grappa is the dominating be
Even below Grappa formidable offensive works h

that the enemy should
futile pressure on the ne

and east and of successful resistance by the Italians
their allies strengthens the belief that the enemy will

The chief Austro-German effort is centering aboul .T
Beretta. There the enemy suceeded in advancing only &
short distance in the course of repeated attacks in which hé

-

LOST BARGES
PROVE MENACE
TO NAVIGATIO!

South Norwalk, Dec. 16—The
coal barges, loaded with Brid
fuel, that were lost off Green's
light during the storm on Thun
night, are proving te be a m
navigation as they are unbuoyld,}
uniighted at night, s0 that their
tion is & mystery to pilots. h &
sunk almost directly in the
#0 that the steamer Armi
of the Eastern Transportation
local frelght liner, stova a good
hole in her bow while going .‘.
speed, trying to make the local F
bor last might.

The Red Star tug Norwalk, wii
barge of coal in tow, almost lafi 1
barge with the six others when 'S
crashed ' intg the- sunken rEoN
when putting in here last night
were saved from the barges t
the herolam of Capt Archie Gutheri
and his crew.

FIRES TWICE AT
MAN AND WO

Hundreds of persons on their
to and*from work along Housat
avenue, near Washington, were J
'in danger of beéing seriously wo
at noon, today, when Louls Do
547 Hsallock street, went on &
page with a gun and fir two
2t 2 man and woman who have 5
been idemtified. |

The couple fled from the
his bullets and so far as known,
not struck. Dorio was arrest
Patrolman Brennan within a M
utes er the shooting, He 7
at polles headquarters to tell why B
fired, although It is nnderltooﬂ
the trouble arcse from some Wwon
question.




