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“Washington, Deo, 29—The profit-
whle “serip sorting contracta” in con.
nection with making of mrmy unl-
forms, which testimony at the

committee investigation of war -
tiog -has led into the committees of the
counectl of national defenss, came up

CROWNED HEAD OF
RUMANIA VICTIM
OF TEUTCN PLOT

Politieal Crisis Believed to Have Been Caused by Spread-
ing of Bolsheviki and German Propaganda—
Crown Prince Charles Takes Reins
of Government.

Crown Prince Charles.

it was added, tended fo confirm

King Ferdinand, who is & member
of the Hoheansollern family, succeedsd
his uncle, King Charies, in October,
1514, Eing Charisg having -died on
October 10. Rumania declared war
on Austfia on Angust 17, 1914, and
King Ferdinand took personsl com-
mand of the army soon thereafter.

Kine Ferdinand is the son of Prines
Leopold of Hohenszollem-Sigmaringen
and two of his brothers are generals in
the German army. He was borp In
Sigmaringen Augoust 24, 18635,

Crown Prince Charies was born Oot.
3%, 1983, and is an officer n the Ru-

‘G0. INTO

Petrograd, Friday, Dec. 28—There aré persistent rumors
here that King Ferdinand of Rumania has

abdicated in favor of

4

.

Disturbed conditions in Rumania were reported in a dis-
patch from Petrograd dated Monday. It was said tHal news of
a revolutionary plot against King Ferdinand had been receiv-
ed at the Bolsheviki headquarters.in Petrograd. Other reports,

indications of a political erisis.

Except for this there has been little news from Rumania since
|the Rumanian army was forced
eastern front It bad been reported that Bolsheviki and Ger-
man propagandisis were &l work among the Rumanigp troops.

to agree to an armistice on the

manisn army. He is unmarrisd, al-
though early in 1914 it was reportad
that his betrothal to the then Grand
Duches Olga of Russia bhad been ar-
ranged.

Queens Maris of Rumania, who was
a duchess of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, ls a
granddanghter of Queen Viotoria of
Great Britain and was married to King
Ferdinand on Jan. 10, 1§93.

Since Rumania’s entrance {o the war
more than two-thirds of her territory
has been overrun by the enemy. The
royel family fled fom the d&apital,
Bucharest, in the fall of 1916 and since
that time has been in Jassy.

SMITH CLAIMS GLIQUE
IS WORKING TO FORGE

BANKRUPTCY

Claiming that s bondholders’ com-
mitiee which far several years has
had the votine of the eteck of B H.
H. Smith. a stockholder of the B H.

* | H. Bmith Bilver Co. of Stratford, are

seeking to force the company into
bankruptcy throuxh foreciosure pro-
oceddings with the intent to take over
the buminess of the company, applica-
tions for a receivership of the com-
;pany has been made to Judge Wil-
liam ML Maitbla of the superior eourt
by Bmith., and testimony <o suport hix
claim is beinz heard todas. Henry
Leo, manager of the company for the
bondholders’ committee, was gques-
thned 2t length regurding the affairs
of the busineess,

The Bmith Bilver Co. is located in
Btrutford wpon the town lins of
Bridgeport. In 173 it got into finan-
clat- difficuitiss. having large gasets,
but Mttle cash. and a recelvership was
applied for and gramted. Henry Ixe
was nameaed recelver and continued in
tha| capacity for a period of nearly
A year. Hie final report as accepted
by the ecourt showed asseis of about
$160,000, and a bonded inddbtedness of
about $95.000
| Through an agrsement reachad
with the ereditors, E H. H. Smith
turned over his stoek In the concern
to the bondholders who in turn elect-
8d = eommitiee of themselves to vols

| mgein st today's hearing while Quar- ... ook and manage the business.
tarmaster Goneral Sharpe was still un- This committes i& heanded by Frank
esamination.

N

SREN

: ocon in which
wia brother wea uur-s.':m it was
iuFther developed that his brother was
troagurey of the MiHbrook Mill Ca.,
awning one of the Connecticut wosien
mills commendesred by the gevern-

_Ssnator MeKellar ssked whether
Esgrmnual Kaplan, treasurer of the
Mittbrook MiIN Ce., was not & brother
‘of Samuel Kaplan, & member of &

; Gea. Sharpe said

Apeil 3 Boston weol dsalors offered

! "—"dr wool to the goverpment 6t

fling pricea but the effer never
mad Gen. Sharpe, belng reforred to
el munition board by Secre-

Miller of the City National Bpnk of

the Interest upon the
bonds has been defaulted, amgl soms

!o! the" bondholders, inciuding Frank '

TAKEN
BY BOLSHEVIKI
GIVEN FREEDOM

Washington Dec, 20—B. R, Stevens,
menager of the National City branch
bank In Petrograd., and his assistant
B Mr, Link, arvested when the Bolshe-
yikl selzed the bank, have been re-
leas~d, American Ambessador Fraacls
reported today.

Ambessador Francls dlspatches
added nothing to yvesterday’'s news c&-
bles on the seizure of the bhawis, bul
suld that Stevens and his assistant,
gfter belng arrested, were marched
through the streets to the bank, wher-

B

| they were released. Whaz wetion, if

Miller and a few others, the ecom-
plaint alleges, have sought to fore-
close upon the shops, althowmgh it is
¢laimed the business is soivent. Ap-
plication for the rscelvership is made
to prevent the foreclosure.

Bowers & Willlamaon appear for
the applicant, and Fogter & Morgan
represent Frank Miller and other
bondholders.

Henry Lae, testifying today sald that
about October 1 of ths present year
Frank Miller, of the City National
Bank, asked him to assign to the
bank bills receivable amounting to
about $42 000 to securs loans from
the bank of about $27,000. He sald
Mr, Miller told him hs bellaved the
government would soon take aetion
to stop the production of non-essen-
tials, and he wanted to protect the
money hs had loaned te the business.
Hs maid his instructions cama from
tha committes to do this, but were
verbal and given through Mliiler, and
was by advice of Attornay Carl Fos-
ter, his counssl’

Lee further sald that it was neces-
sary to have money to mmet running
expenies.and Miller told him he would
aot renew the company notes unless
the assignments were made. Bome
of the bills wers due, others were due
in 30 days, and some at other timea
The assignment Included all Hills dus
after October 1, and later bills due In
Beptember had heen assigned.

Under farther question Les admit-
tad he had told the bookkesper of the
concern not to give Infermation to
8mith cencerning the business,

|IFOUR DAYS’ SNOW
HALTS ALL WORK
OF U. S. SOLDIERS

With the American Army In

Franece, Friday, Dec. 26—(By the A_s.i

soclated Press)—8Btill another day ef
howling snow storm—the fourth—
| saw virtually the entire American ox-
peditionary force within the army
zoneé abanden preparations to battle
| the Germans and Legin a fight te
keep from being =nowed under. All
last nilght and throughout teday the
flakes fell, choking the reads and
badly delaying traffie.

Virteally all training werk was
ealied off, but will ba resumed tomor-
row uniess moere heavy snow makes it

7F‘armer Readers,
Your Attention!
An Announcement.

Beginning with the new
year this paper will be is-
sued daily under the new

name of The P-idgeport
Times and Evening Far-
‘ mer.

| FOR MINES,
SNEAD SAYS

Washington, Deec. 28 — Although
there he=z heen suffering In the na-
tional capital for lack of fuel, A. L.
Snead, distributor for the fuel ad-
ministration, told the Senate Investi-
gating committes today enough coal
had been shipped here to supply nor-
mal demands.

Comsl was unavailable, he contend-
ed, because persons who could afford
it ovarbought, local dealers did not
{ co—aperate with the fuel administra-
tion, and distributing facilities were
inadaquate.

‘“T'he rallroads are not entirely re-
sponsible for congestion dus to croas-
hauling,” sald Snead.
dasire it {s many cases, as iit often ex-
tends their distributing fisld.”

Improvement in the New England
situntion may be expectad, BSnead
sald, as arrangements have been
been made for some additlonal water
transportation for coal. He added that
no relief may be expected from the
New England rallroads.

“] believe we not only are coming
to government control of mines, but
conscription of labor,” S8nead told the
committee, ‘“Co-ordinating of effort
is essential to meet present demands.”

He could see no chance to produce
the 50,000,000 tons that the fusl ad-
ministrator estimated the country is
short this year, and sald restricted
use WS nNecessary.

R. R. EXECUTIVES
REFUSE INCREASE
TO BROTHERHOODS

Washington, Dec, 20—The rafiroads
have definitely refosed the demand of
their organized employes for 40 per
cent. increass in pay and have turned
the responslbility entirely to the gov-
eroment.

The rallroad executlves here today
In letting thelr decision be known
made no concealment of their feeling
that government operation i{s a step
toward government ownership, and
made clear that thay felt the public
and the stockholders would demand
It

GRAIN ELEVATOR

FIRE THREATENS

MUCH FOODSTUFF

Datroit, Dec. 20—Fire that early
today threatened tod estroy the cleva-
tor of the Unlon Depot Elesvator Co.
was extinguished before It reached
the main grain bins. About 750,000
bushels of wheat, corn and oats was
saved. The loss was §26,000, OM-
olals of the company sald the blaze
was of a susplclous origin. Beven fire
companles and a filre boat kept the
flames from spreading,

TORPEDOES FOR
U S, TAMPERED
WITH IN SHOPS

New York, _Dw:. 2. —Paul Hennig, a
naturiliced German, who has been
employed as & foreman in a Brooklyn
factory engaxed In the making of teor-
pedoes for the United Statss govern-
ment. was remanded ts jall without
bail in the faderal eourt today,
ch=rzed with treason.

Yennig. authorities say, superin-
tended the essembling of the gyro-
seoves which control the course of the
terpedoes, Acserding tm Distsiot At-
torney Francs, some of thess gyro-
seopes have been found “maliciously
mutilated®” This was dene in such a
wiy as to render useless the terpe-
doea in which the gyroscopes were
installed.

"Not omlv would thess torpedoes
have Been worthless or weapons, but
it 15 mosafbie that they wouid havae
proved to be enwines of destruetion

“The operators |

THRTEEN
AND 180 MEN ARE
PORTED LOS

OFFICERS

British Destroyers Believed

to Have Been Attacked by

Submarines Off Duteh Coast the Night of
December 22—Ships May Have Col-
lided With Hun Mines.

have been attacked by submari

the Admiralty.

ports:
“French aviators last night

in the vicinity of Vouzieres and

13 DELINQUENT
DRAFTEES VISIT
POLICE STATION

From lsts published In newspapers
and from other sources, thirteen men
who had failed to return their ques-
tionnaires to the local draft boards
within the specifiead tims, learned yes-
terday that the police were searching
for them, ana voiuntarily surrendered

themsalves to their district draft of-
ficials,

All of these men had excuses to of-
fer, the majority claiming that they
had not recgeived their blank forms
through the mails. Others sald that
they were [gnorant of what was re-
quired of them under ths law, but
were willing to comply with ths Be-
lective BService Regulations If In-
structed as to what was required of
them.

Nons In this group of thirteen for-
feited thelr rights to claim examp-
tion or deferred classification, thei:
reasons beaing accepted as satisfac-
tory by their local boards, The
mem were allowed to filll out ques-
tiomnaires at once and flle them.

Discretionary powaers are given the
local boards, it was lsarned today,
to extend the tima allottad for re-
turning questionnaires In Iindividual
cages, if circumestances warrant such
action, This right has slready been
exercised by st lsust one board, and
all of the others will follow whenever
need arises.

The law requires that questionnaires
be yeturnad to the local boards with-
in seven days, but also allows five days
to tha police in which to make inves-
tigation and report after receiving the
names of delinquents, so that at least
twelve days time are given the board
befora it is necessary to submit thees
names te the Provost Marshal Gen-
Faral, In Washingion.

Usually more time is taken than
twelve days, slnce several days may be
consumed in preparing lists for sub-
n:dsslen to the police, and the hoards
may generally grant to Individuals
an extsnsion of at least five days, If
ther deem the case worthy. No ar-
rests have ns yvet been made and the
penalty for technical violation ls belng
overlooked by lsgal boards’

U. S. CONSULATE

London, Dee. 20—Three British torpedo boats believed to

nes in the fog which prevailed

the night of December 22, off the Dutch coats were sunk. The
government admits the loss of 13 officers and the lives of 180
men comprising the crews. of the vessels.
vessels struck a mine js scouted despite the official report of

The belief that the

Following is official statement:

“Three of our destroyers were mined or forpedoed during
foggy weather off the Duich coast on the night of Dec. 22. A
total of 13 officers and 180 men were lost.”

In the military theaice of war in Europe the war office re-

bombarded the railroad station

in Mazieres les Metz and Thionville, and German establishments

Rethel.”

A zeppelin and a seaplane which was accompanying it have
baen wrecked in the North Sea, according to a Central News dis-
patch from Copenhagen quoting advices from West Jutland.
The zeppelin is said to have fallen in flames.

B-R-R COLDEST
WAVE IN 7 YRS.
HITS THIS CITY

One degres below zero. The fore-
golng mark broke all weather records
of this date In seven years for Bridge-
port. The intense cold wave which
swept over New England last night,
and today, grips this section of ths
country, accompanied by flurries of
snow, I8 causing Intense suffering In
the city, owing to lack of fuel.

Transportation facilitles are ham-
pered throughout the state and New
Boston reports one of ths lowest tem-
peratures In Connecticut, the mer-
cury falling to 10 degrees below zero.
Tha weather delayed all traffic on the
Central New England road and trains
on the New Haven road are far be-
hind schedule.

Many trains were mnable to main-
tain schedules of steam from exhaust
pipes of locomotives turned to frost,
and engines worked badly due to
wome extent, it was said, to the char-
acter of coal with which the roads
are endeavoring to supply power.

No relief is promised by ‘. the
weather man in predictions for to-
night and tomorrow. It will con-
tinue to ba cold and no ralief is prom-
ised. The same biting northwest
wind which chilled Bridgeportars to
the bone this morning will continue
and Inmates of houses exposad to the
wind will suffer as & result.

William Jennings, Bridgeport's of-
fielal weathar prophet, states that be-
tween the hours of 1:310 o'clock yes-
terday aftermoon and 9 o'clock this
moraing the temperature dropped 37
doegrees. The change came about §
o'clock yesterday efierncon dropping
by dagrees to bslew the zero maric

ARMY OFFIGERS
AND DETECTIVE

SHOT IN TEXAS :

El Pase, Texas, Dec, 29— Captaln
Wylie J. White of an artillery regi-'
ment, Lisut, 8t Clailr, dsputy provost !
marshal, and Bdward Mebus, a city |
detective, wers seriously woundsd last
night in 8 three-handed pistol fight

IN COSTA RICA
RAZED BY FIRE

San Jose, Costa Rica, Deea. 20—The
American consulate, the Internationtl
cluyb, the principal department store
of ths city, and all the othar bull¢- |
irFs But two on the public squars
waore destroyed by fire today, Mot
or jhe papers Ia ths cemsulate wers
lost. There was ne loss of life. The

for thelr own wusers.” sald ths distriet

-

m is estimsated at -.1.'“..”.-

- 4
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at the home of Capiain Whits, nsar
Fort Bllss.

According ts the report of ths affair
given out at police headquarters, !
Lisutenant 5t. Clalr, Detective Mebus
and a number of policernan gnd sol-
diers of the provest gur.d were hunt-
ing Ulegal liguer ssllers operztng In
the vielnity of ths army post.

Palice B
Head Will
Not Quit

Stanley Refuses to Yield
to Pressure Brought
by Republican Party
Leaders — King Fails®
to Attend Caucus.

-
Under the pressure of dissaf~
isfaction from district leaders,
John C. Stanley refuses to
sign as president of the Boasd
of Police Commissioners, but it
is understood he will voluntar-
ily quit within three or four
months or after “things have
quited down.” That the ad-
Stanley’s resignation was re-
vealed by men in close touch
with the polictical situation o'
day. '
Mayor Cliffo B. Wilson, it is
was also willlng that Stanley =b
resign. The matter was to have bee
threshed out at a caucus of the admin:
istration leaders yesterday afternoon
but the absence of John T. King up.
set matters. The Republican leade =
strangely disappeared yesterdsy after-
noon. .-
After his lieutensants bad besn led
to belleve that he was in tha city and
would attend the caucus, he fafled
show up and telephone and ¢
graphic communications with
York failed to locate him. ner
As a result the entire slate of
pointments is still open as the m
will do nothing officially until King
present. It Is reported that
are being made for a caucus
aftarnoon. . -,
The sppointment of a2 membar
the Board of Police Commissioners |
the center of attraction. It Is
on well founded authority that Ji
E. Lyddy will be ousted and ths n
of Attorney Robert G, DeForest, T
ocrat, has hean mentioned as ous
might succeed Lyddy. o
Frank Anderson, a member of
Board of Apportlonment, Is &
appointee to the Board of Fire Co
missioners, and it is also anticip
that Carl Lindquist will be P
ad as » member of that board.
ert D. Goddard ls mentioned asa ;
member of the Board of Apportion-
ment.

WAZO0 DRAFTS
ASSISTANTS FOR.
R, R, OPERATIO

Washington, Dec. 20—Director Gen-
ornl MecAdoo spent today assembling
a staff of advisers and exeoutive o
ficers to assist him in administ
the rallroads as a patlonal unt.
conferred with John Rarton F
counsel for the shipping bﬂr&.
Interstate Commerce Comm iC
Anders An  announcement |
plans ls e2<pected soon. ;

The railroads’ war board went fo
work on n general scheme of opm
tion. A few reports reaching here
day told of first efforts by looal
road officlzls to haul frelght by ah
est routes, as requested by the &
tar general in his first telegram 2o
ruilroad heads. s
A oold wave accompanied by
in many localitles probably
prevent & noticeabls improvement
reight congestion under goveran
oparation for a week or moras, officls
=ald. 1

1t was understood todny' that
MoAdoo would use the various
ments of the Interstate somm -
commission to execute most of hin
orders, and In addition would form ai
advisory cablnet Including rep )
tives of the war and navy dep
mants, the shipping bourd, the
and food administrations and the
eral trade commission.
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