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Decoration Day, I&!b.

ORATION BY H. A. HUSE, ESQ., OF
MONTPELIER, VT., AT BRADFORD,
MAY 29,

USE OF DECORATION DAY TO THE
LIVING.

The good old ministers of New
England used to end their sermons
often times with what they ealled
aiimprovement, that is with us
the application ; and somotimes the
body ol one sermon enlled for sev.
eral improvements vr applientions,

In casting nbont what to say here
to day it has seemed that the use of
Decoration Day to the Living isn
subject thut has in it woeh that
mny well engage our attention lor

s dew minutou,
this day while it honors the dend
should benefit those for whom they
died.

Where an oceasion repeats itself
year by year it isa hopeless task
after & time 1o attempt, whers 80
mieh thar is good hias suid
and adorned in the saying, (o say
new things that are worthy or to
say old things withont putting them
in worse shape than others hive be-
fore put them,

heon

Tulk is Dbetter than vemading in
iny public meeting aud  one read-
ing owesan apology.  Thatapology
lies in this case—that while to con-
vinee people one necds to look them
in the eye and to speak from the
heart instead of from paper, those
who assemble here need not (o be
convineed,  IEnch ove here knows
it is well for him to engage in this
service and the speaker’s oflice is
not to give information, to alvanee
new thoughts, to urge to things not
before eonsidered of by his hearers,
but a8 one selected from among you
simply (o give voies to the eommon
undersiauding of the matter dwelt
upon. It corresponds semewhat to
what is lheard sometimes in mee-
ings for worship where a brother 18
called upon to **lewd in prayer.”

And that ealls to mind perhaps
the main veason why 1 read instead
of talk to you what 1 deem (o be
the common thought of ns ail abont
the trne uses of this duy. He who

leadls tor the frst time and who ling
¥

ilways before followed, sbmetiind®
linlts and stumbles and in trying to
do things beyond him does worse
than if he bad kept along on his
every day ile sometimes
finds himself where the boy who
asked the Dlessing did. His futher
el wlways done it and being ab-
sent one day when a visitor was
present the youngest of the family,
a lour-year-oid, took it on himself,
hetore remonstrances could be made,
to do things as they should be done,
Ilis DLlessing was “Oh! Lord !—
Awmen. There's more to it thun I
thought there waus.™

level.

Some modern philosophers it is
true think they have fonud thers
is nothing to that, but they may in
the end come to the epinion of the
Loy alter all,

One thing is certunin there is more
1o the day we now observe than is
(reamt of in the philosophy of any
eareless Horatio,whose eye sees but
the form and movement ot proces
sions and the Leaaty of flowers
sttewn on the green sward that
covers the dead.

The Indinn who “sees God in
clonds and hears llm in the wind”
is yet on a higher plane of humanity
than e who reduces his owun mind
to a somebow ethevinlized, some-
how aerated, somehow,not infinites-
simally for this man does away
with the infinite,—but finitesimally
refined, material emauation from
and of the component material purts
ol his bodily being, The things
done to-day are doue in honor of
something that cannor be brought
to weight and  measure—in  houor
of patriotism by ealling to mind by
ontward things what men who are
dead did for its sake.

We caunot learn unless there
a thing to learn, we ennpot make
application withont having some-
thing to apply, we cannot tell the
good uses of this day to ourselves
without looking throngh its form of
commemoration to the men amd
their motives and deeds that ae
commemornted,

In the law, the things that have
been done are kept recorded that
principles may be fixed for things
that are to be done in the fatore.
In medicine it is the same.  In all

is
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only the ancient line of facts fully
set forth or called to mind but also
the lesson which those faots teach,

The Inw deals with an offender
with a«louble purpose—to punish
him for the murderorthe thelt that
justico may not go wholly unhonor-
ed even in thislife—and to so deal
with him that in after time men
shall learn what comes upon those
who o deeds of violence. In like
manner come rewards—they pay
for the pust and arve earnest for the
future.

In fact in all things what is done
is done, nnd the knowledge of them
is of little worth so far as they are
concerned ; the lesson to come out
of them is what is important, The
maty ho Kifosws o vaet bapdio of
faets and is content with the mere
knowledge of them may be o very
learned man bot to go beyond that
pud be u wise man he must draw
from them conclasions as to the
gonduet of life in himself and his
associntes,  All study of the past
teaches thig, that the power of hab-
it cannot be over estimated and
that it is of great nge that the mind
b habituated to contemplate good
and noble things that have been
done, The Marniture of the mind
comes to fit the dwelling that the
unnd abides in,

It is well then if we have had in
this country any thing worth remeum-
bering that we keep ounrselves in
the habit of recalling it. Mankind
in all nges have tried varions de-
vices for a remembrance in the
land, Wells have been dog, ruade
piles of stones cast up, pyramids
have oppreseed the deserl sauds
wud treex have made an oasis among
them, walls have been inseribed,
monuments reaved high, and days
set apart to be commemoralive of
what is past,

Memory serves for alittle time,
for a generation or a part of a gen-
eration ; tradition lasts longer but
dlounds over after a time and the
original faet is lost or distorted;
history is for all time, but many of
its pages arve dull, many uare never
written, nnd at the best it soon
veaches the few ouly and not the
many. It comes then that other
means bave been dgvised, th'at
wouuments have been set to mark
continaally the spot of great deeds ;
great wonuments to mark  great
deeds as suel.  And monuments
placed to  mark  the resting
place  of  depatted  fiends  are
seen liere to-day as atestimony that
they are not forgotten, It has been
asked inall days doubtless as it was
when Edward Everett answered the
question *What good will the mon-
wment do 7 by the connter-question
“What good does anything do 1"
The monument teaches what the
man or the action that it commem-
orvutes, tuught. It repeats the les-
son (rom generation to generation,
But greater to this end is the day
set apart,  No monument built of o
fow stones, or of many, so that it
towers skyward, equals in influence
the day that ismade in each re-
volving year to mark some great
man or thiwe.  The Fourth of July
marks the bitth of a pation—stirs
the blood with thought of the futh-
ers—is 1o locil granite column can
do. Al Christendom’s thought
is netive and joyfal at Christmas
and BEaster.  Aund  year by year
throughout their land this day calls
to mind the salvation of the coun-
try and does honor to the men who
saved it,

Bug all the arches, the towers,
the hugh piles of rock that make
travelers gaze in wonder on the
plains of Egypt, all the days of the
calendur, all foree of habit canunot
keep alive the memory of that
which deserves to be forgotten.
The pyramids are known but
what do they wean? That which
was built was  greater than the
weaning it was intended to convey,
awud while the huge piles remain
they give no reason for their exist-
enee.  So wo see an unworthy
thing may vot be kept iu the world’s
mind by the most ponderous at-
tempts, Awd on the other hand
two many good deeds are lost Lo
the future by baving no record
made of them. It will wot do to
trust to luek in this wmatter.

But when the right thing is done,
and  the right measure tuken to
keep in mind, the two go down the
yewrs together; as long as they
keep together they tench and work

branches of human endeavor the
past is stndied for its guidance in
present and future action.

So when history I8 recorded
whether on the pages of Macanlany
amd Motley and Prescott, or in
monnments that lift  themselves
heavenward or in the observanee
s now of days amd times sel apart

L. F. HALE, TusAsSURGR.

is a double reading, There is not

froms the ordingry work of life theve |

for good on each sueceeding genera-
| tion of men.

| Then, to-day, addressing
| more particularly those who have
come to munhood amd womanhood
within the last filtcen years—for 1
take it 1 need not speak of these
watters especially to those who re-

metnber the dack amd bloody years
of 1561 to 1865, those to wlhom those

tale that is told—let us see whether
what this dny issetto wmark is some-
thing worth ; whether the observ-
ances of it year by year are the fit-
ting means to perpotuate itin men's
winds and briefly the use to be
made of it in life. Let us see
whether it is something to be kept
up u few years only while some of
the fellow nctors with those whose
graves are decorated live or for all
coming time.

This day celebrates the sacrifice
of life—the highest sacrifice for
country—instituted after and be-
canse of the war of the rebellion 1t
more especially marks thag illustrae
tion of patriotism which the at-
tempt to overthrow the government

== -

For years betore that war broke
out, the country had been nt penee ;
the war of 1812 was nearly half a
century and the Mexican war almost
i seore of years in the past. The
Union had Yeen developing with
great  rapidity, The westward
comrse of the star of the Republie—
that of Empire does not and never
will shine in its place—had seen
the valley of the Mississippi stirved
by industrions millions and the
western plains ehanging from hant-
ing fields to farms, Trwle wos in
all the land,  The revolutionary
tathers had gone; their sons and
grandsons in peaeefnl liomes read
of their doings and woundered how
they eould have wronght and eh-
dured as they did,

War was unthought of—the peo-
ple woulll vote and those they eleck-
ed would talk of measures and dis-
pute about them, perliaps go so far
#8 to be unparviinwentary in their
langunage—hut what of it? There
wits no lion in the way—it wonld ba
talk—who would risk his life in
these more moderen days in war
and what need was there to risk
it?

In some siates there wers o few
wilitin companies.  Tho first time 1
ever set foot near where [ livel
went to see aomuster of the Vermont
militin—thatof 1860, Some thought
saeh tramping abour and playing
at war wus useless; it was foollsh,
empty pursde. So doubtless were
the spme things condemned in oth-

avolad | o —

some. The next yeur conlounded
the erities guickly enough—for the
towns that bad the wmilitin com-
panies—DBradfond among the vum-
ber—had their wen fivst in
field.

The first gun fived at the Hng—
that fag which belore the war was
over had waved at the head of em-
batuled columus aud been g0 stain-
ed with blood that it came to be in
every  soldier’s heart the nearest
sign ol all for whieh he fought, the
fug ut whose coming those in pris-
on peus were to weep with joy and
under whose folds again they fell
on theiv kness in the prayer ol
thanksgiving, the flag that eame to
be called and to be “Old Glory"—
the first gun fived on this flag found
our citizens where all great crises
find men, about their bomely duties,
working, and living with their
wives and  children ; getting ready
to make a home ; going to school,
doing uwll those things which wake
up the life of thriving communi-
ties.

the

On how muny home scenes like
that deseribed by Eastman  did
Sumter’s eannon fall ¥
The lurtwer sat in bis essy claie
Smoking his pipe of clay ;
While bis liale old wife with bitsy caro
Was clering the dinner nwny.
This sound of war eame when
Vermont was not far removed—
and lev us be thunkiul she is not
whully goue yet—from the homel;
wiys told of by this same son of
hers @
*Thero many sn bour Thanksgiving day
When the ice was glare, the girls used to
alay
And share in onr glocionus fun ;
When the shonting boys with cap in hand,
Would chaso thom off frem the joe to the
(ORI
Tl the Govervor's meeting was done ;
Till gruee was said, the turkey carved,
The mince-ple covled, and the pulding
“rarved”
Aud the gravy too cold to run”
1t came—

|

Iu the spring whes the wister hos goue to
Lhie north

And the weeds on the kooll eawe peeping
foith

Aunil the littlo wild flowers et ween,
When the buds swolled out ju the April aky
Aud the farmer saw that his winter rye

Chme v on the hill-side green,

And from three mwonth's sebool and the for
ule fres

The boys were again to be seen.

The cannon of Sumter weant a
charge o the death to destroy the
Union.  They told to peaceful
howes the story that what the fath-
ers badd founded in bleood the sous
should cement with blood or it
should fall apart.

They said, stay—de your daily

" SURTesroy" B0 and-pmisen b)) "]‘-ﬂu. s 1‘,.“,]’,“.‘{"’0'3" to dwell on | and prowess. Thus, il the Vision
Get anybody who was in | of Daniel, it was symbolized by the

the army to telling in public or pri- fourth Beast: “Dreadful and terri-

may L satisfled by your own state
lines; thank the God's for the good
things they have given you and
weary them not by louging for
whizt they will not continue to you,
Lot the Union die or die the death
yourselves |

Do you supposs, my younger
friends, that those who had homes
there cared less for them than those
who have them now 1 Fathers were
fathérs and mothers mothers,
What was the answer then when
the threatening thunder came omin-
ous of gvil over u peaceful land?

In oy state it was as it had been
belovd that day :
Fle w!, atill left of two Liands but ono

w it lot Lim o a sword
At ho whiPwik Vet hiul basdiaa

And torward, boya Lforward ! thie wonl,
The murmuritg sound of the fieres bittls tde

Bteady mwounds frouw afar,
Forward, boys! forward on evory sida,

Fur Verwont and br glittoring stir,
Forward ! the State that wos firat in the

fight

Wihen Allen sud Wirner were horo,
Should not be thn last to strike now for the
right,
Should never bo foudd fn the sear,"
Ldon't Lelieve in quoting poetry,
and would advise nobody to do it,
unless it 8 good poetry, and was
written by w Vermonter, or onglt
to have been wrltten by & Vermoni-
er, aud ay I have done it to-day
several Limes it should be conuter-
balanced by @ prose gquotation.
The post before hand snid Vermout
‘Should never be fonnd in the
renr,” Oficial reports show whers
she was lonnd, I quote—and this
prose matches the poetry—Irom Gen.
Doubialoy’s report on Gettyshurg.
Stk these extraets show that
It I8 o Gen. Stannard and Col,
Gates the conntry is mainly indebr.
ed for the repulse of the enemy's
charge and the final vietory of the
ddool July.”  That was said of the
2 brigade, It was ol the 1st—the
sold biignde” that bonored old Ver-
mont, that braye Gen. Sedgwick
said “lut the Vermonters ahead
and keep the column well elosed

those of the old brigade and when
the war ended it is enough to say

poel's saying tryoe
details,

viate of what took place and he
tukes no note of time evon from its

ing earclully away from all that.
But in brief’ these men who went

them to Jdie—in  hospital, on the
Lattle-field or in prison pen, it mat-
teis not where, they made the last
greal sacriice—that of lite, The
dust of some lies here, of others
God knows where! Their spirlts
veturned to Him who gave them,
We should keep their memory
green, for the respect and love we
Liud for them, and for what they
did,

We snould do it by keeping their
memorial day, the grandest monu-
ment heroes ever had, whose rvising
siin gladly gilds the clouds of heav-
en in their remembrance and whose
selting sun lingers to shed its last
rays on the flowers that deck their
graves. We should keep  their
meory green, nidd it is the nse of
this memorial day to help us do it,
all the year round by being good
citizens®, gool mneighbors, good
friends, by loving the old flag and
the conntry—the whole country—
whose flng it is by being as ready
to detend it against all foes ns they
were amd as hearty friends to all
its friends as they were,
Especially in a year like this
whan we all are apt to get excited
we should remember that it is all
in the family. The dunger to this
country from rebellion is gone, vo
will ever strike the Union
with rebellfous hand, Our
datger in the future comes from
possibilities of digpute as to what is
the vighttul and legitimate goveri-
ment, amd from faction fghts of
that kind good Loxd deliver us!
He delivered us ont of greater
dangers in the past and will out of
those of the futute, Peace is upon
the lund and prosperity awats it.
In peice we should cement the
bouds of Union with our own peo-
ple and with those of other states,
Betore many years bere und there
i soldier of the Union who fonght
rightly to put down the rebellion
and here and there a soldier of the
South—and braver ones never lived
—who fought wrongly to uphold
ity both obedient citizens of that
Union one fought to maintain and |
the other vainly to destroy, can say

ou
nguin

up.”  Other regiments not so for- [ and countermarchings of arumes,
tunte a8 to be brigaded together | strife and contliet, wars and ramors
made o record of deeds as brave as | of wars,

Venont's soldiers had made her | eipally confined, was peculiarly dis-

Joss, Youi ouly safety isin my keep- | and breakin pieces, and stamped

from their homes went many of | COnquest,

even ot that we shall best use it for
ourselves when we think less of
ourselves nud of our immediate ne-
tion and wmore of those who died—
and with wounds and fever, and
puin and sorrow, yet found it sweet
to die—for their country.

They say old wine, old books aud
old friends are the best—so are old
lines.

When this day recurs two pic-
tures always come to mind; two
pictures painted by words that you
have all no donbt heard avlike oc-
casions, but worthy of repetigjon
all tme. One has all the powp

and circumstances of war—
“On fame's oternal enmphg grouod
Their silont tonta sro sproad
And glory gunards with olemn roanid
VPR urons tha geakl e |
The ather is still better, and has

o charm all its own,

“How sleep the birnve who sink to rest

By all thoie conntry’s winhes blost !
When spring with dewy fingers enld
Returos to deok their hallowsd moukd,

Bhe thero ahiall dress p sweoter sod

Than fanoy's feet haye ever trod,

By falry handa thole knell is ruog,
By forms unssen their dirge is sung ;

Thore Honor comes o pilgrim groy,

To bloss the turf that wraps their cluy
Andl freedom shall awhile repiiv
To dwell a weoping hermit thers,

And so watched, my friends, we
will leave thiem in their last long
sleep that knows no waking till we
wake with them,

With us let thelesson of patriot-

ism they taught abide.

SERMON PREACHED BY THF REV.
ALLEN CLARK, AT CONGREGA-
TIONAL CHURCH, DBRADEORD,
SABBATH MORNING, MAY 30th.

“A good soldier of Jesus Christ."—
2d Tim. 2:8.

Also By it he being dead yeb spenk-
eth.”"—Meb. 11:14.

The Apostle Paul lived in amili-
tary nge. With the exception of a
fow years about the timeof the
Saviour's hirth, the Temple of War
at Rome hiad net Dbeen  closed for
mora than abhundred years. All
this time there had been marchings

The Roman Empire, of
which Panl was a eitizen, and
within whieh his labors were prin-

tingunished for its military spirit

ble, ind strong exceedingly ; and it
Iad great iron teethand it devoured

the residue with its feet.” That is,
it was o nution given to war aud

For its military wuses, it had
great military roads constructed,
radiating ontward frrom  the eity of
Rome to the utmost limits of the
empire—romds so  solidly and won-
derfily built that they remain
even unto the present day, upim.
paired by 1800 years ot time. Then
it had also its immeunse standing
army, which first served and after-
ward ruled the Empire; and garri-
sons in every part of its dowminion,
to guard against seditions, revolts,
swdden uprisings and tumualts, and
Lo euforee the laws of the Empire.
Thus the soldier wus an every-
where present [wet in the Roman
domain, Panl hud been familiay
with the sight of soldiers and
legions from his youth up. He
had seen them in the city of Tar-
sus in Cilicia where he was  born,
tie bad seen them continually in
Jerusalem during the long period
of his edacation ; also at Cesarea
where be was imprisoned for three
years, sud which was at she time
the Roman seat of power in the
Province of Juden., He had also
seen them in numbers at Antioch,
w bere with Barpabas he labored
for two years, and must have met
them in all  the cities of Asin Mi-
nor, and Muacedonia, Indeed the
goldier had never been out of his
sight. And he spent the last
yvears of his life, chained to a sol-
dier in o Roman prison.

What more natural, then, than
that e should =cek  to illustrate
the nature of the christinn calling
by relerence to the life, daties and
charncteristics of soldiers?

And yeu that e did so proves
thut there is some real correspon-
dence between the two. For he
would not bave likened the chrig-
tiun life to & warfare unless it In
some measure resembles a warfure ;
nor would he bhave cempared a
christian to asoldier, unless the
idenl of w christian is, in some
gense, found in a soldier. Taking
this for granted, then, let us con-
sider 1 the first place briefly this
morving, what a christian  should
be as tested by this ideal : “A good
soldier of Jesus Christ.”

The first quality of a good sol-
dier that oceurs to us, is loyalty, i.e.,
auswerving fealty to the cause es-
poused. The merest child present
i8 aware how the canse of Ameri.
cin independence was imperiled by
the disloyalty of one man— Bene-
diet Arnold—who becanse his am-
bition was not fally gratified, un-
dertook to betray our most impor-

with “Unele Jerry.”

work, love your wives, educate your
clitldren, five happily all yonrdays

years are sometbing more than a

The men he fought, he says are dead,
Bhan't fight Meir chiitdren now,

! tant military post into the hands
| of the enemy.

somnp i Leesd
{i'edn alt

the enuse was injured. The enemy
was encouraged, and our own peo-
ple were renderved distrustfol of
their leaders, It abundantly il-
lustrated the fact that without
thorough loyalty on the part of its
defenders, any cause must speedily
fail. Ifit cnn be said of any con-
siderable portion of them, that they
are only walting for an  offer of
money or promotion, to espouse the
opposiie side, the canse may ns
well be abandoned first as lust.
Even u few disloyal ones, even n
small leaven of disloyalvy, will do
incalculable injury. There ecan be
no doubt that éven in our late war,
the sympathy of some of the lead.
ers with the opposite side, and mu-
tual jeslousies indulged, lost us
\nany a field, protracted the con-
Higt, and deferred the final trinmph,
itAuas not till those eve

g
command, that \'ic!ﬂry
serenely on our banners.

Loyalty in a soldier is the golden
qualivy. Without it the most shin.
ing of other qualifications ure
worthless. Indeed, the more brave,
skillful and efliciont (if not loyal)
the more dangerous he becomes,
Loyalty directs eovery energy
avight, and wakes the soldieras a
uail fastened in a sure pluce by the
master of assemblies.

The same quality is also of para-
mount importanco in a christian,
I do not mean by this to intimate
that  many sgo-called  christinus
mean to betray the cause ; and yet
is to be feared; that many do be-
tray It, though it may be uncon-
sciously. The minister, e, g., who
for popularity’s sake, omits the
more solemn truths, and the more
limmbling doctrines, or is silent on
the moral issues of the day; or to
attract and please the elite, favors
an unevangelical style of things,
and makes the services formal, ele-
gaut and showy, instead of plain,
simple and earnest as is becoming,
betrays the vitalinterests of the
eanse.  And the churches do like-
wise when, to advance their mate-
rinl interests, they resort to disrep-
utable schemes for making money,
such as lotteries; and when to
draw the erowds, they pat monnte-
banks in their pulpits, and degrade
the services of God’s honse to the
level of a theatre.

And so there are many ways, you
see, in which ministers and churches
are tempted to virtually betray the
canse they represent. It isindeed an
important thing always to ask con-
cerning anything we undertake in
connection with the chureh: What
would Christ haye me do, and how
wonlth he mve e do BF WL N glo-
tify him; or how may it be made to
glority himi? And thus to keep the
needle of our christinn  aims and pur-
poses always pointing directly to him ;
and not suffer pride, or love of gain,
or mmbition, or any other thing to
come in and divert us, and turn the
bent of our energies away from the
cross, I see many before wme this
morning that were loyal to their coun-
try in the hour of its peril.  Are we
all likewise loyal soldiers of Jesus
Christ, the captain of' our salvation,
who has loved us and  washed us in
his own blood? We honor our lead-
ers: but who so worthry of honor,
and our enthusinstic devotion as he?
God help us to he loyal soldiers of
Jegus Christ, Then we shall be loy-
al to evervthing that is troe, just,
pure, lovely and of good report.

A second characteristic of a good
goldier, that T notice, is implicit obe-
dience. Withont such obedience in
an army, all would be confusion.
The only way in which there can be
any leadership, and therefore any ef-
fective handling of a body of' men, is
to liave the principle of strict, unhesi-
tating obedience run all the way down
from the chicf commander to the pri-
vates in the ranks. Then the whole
body becomes as one man, with one
directing mind and one guiding hand.
It can be managed, qiuckly, intelli-
gently and effectively. It is. estima-
ted that our army of 10,000 men un-
der discipline is able to put to route
100,000 without discipline, fighting
in the capucity of a disorganized mob,
Henee the importance of this funda-
mental rule with o soldier, to obey
orders. It is not for him to forecast
the wisdom or futility of any move-
ment or manenvre, hut only to obey
the orders as they come from head-
quarters.  If it be to advance to the
cannot’s mouth, to do that; orif to
fall back, to do that. however galling
it may be to his pride. He must
hold his own mind and will entirely
subject to {hose of his superiors.
This is the first rule of the soldier.
Within & little sphere, he may exer-
cise his own discretion, and is ex-
pected to be intelligent and quick to
diseern ; but outside of that sphere,
he must be like a piece of machinery
—promptly, precisely and perfectly
obedient.

Obedience is also a
requisite—obedience  not  to Pope
or priest, but to Clrist, The Ha?‘-
four gave usa striking example in
this respect in that he  himself was
obedient nnto death, “*Not my my
will O God,” he said in the garden,
“‘hut thine be done.” And now that
lie has been obedient for our sakes in
all that incarred suflering and shame,
lie demands of us that we be obedient
for his sake in respect to simple duty
to God. And he makes this obedi-
ence the supreme test of our disciple-
ship. *“Ye are my disciples,” he says,
il y¢ do whatsoever I command
you." It will not answer, then, for
us to respond to certain duties (such
as may be most congenial to us) and
pass others by, as the manner of some
fs. Paying will not take the place of
praying : nor praying of paying: pub-
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talking, But we are to do whatsoer-
er Christ has commanded. And let
us remember that what is required of
us, is to do theso things, and not
merely approve of them and to go on
our way. The son in the parable
who said to his father: ‘I go not,”
but afterward repented and went, is
commended more than the one who
said: I go, sir,” but went not, The
strength  and effectiveness of our
churehes, is in those who are found at
their posts of duty—in those whe are
found ever doing for Christ. Such
are pillars and bulwarks of streugth in
Zion ; and what 18 more, such are ever
going from strength to strength. They
grow in grace, grow in moralThbuauty'
and are growingly happy. ey can
say in teuth that to ‘‘do the will of
God ismore than their meat and
drink.” It is their life and joy.
Such christians are not troubled with
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sleeping on Enchanted H
with hearts ever strong and free, are
found marching like good soldiers of
Christcheerfully atthe head of their col-
umns, and their step and their tone
seem to say: ‘‘Let us on to victory.”

Another test of a good soldier is
ability to endure hardoess. 'We have
all witnessed military displays on hol-
iday oceasions, when holiday soldiers,
with holiday uniforms all bright and
shiny, carrying bright unstained ban-
ners, and led by holiday bands with
instruments all bright and polished,
have performed on the green, to the
delight of the spectators. And -all
this was well. But then this was not
the place, nor this the occasion on
which to select good soldiers. If you
would know who are good soldiers,
take such ag have endured the long
marches, and have not quailed be-
for the cannon’s mouth, and have
stood by through all the hardships of
the campaign, and returned under bat-
tle-rent flags, still keeping step to the
music of victory, and in these wat-
tried heroes who have endured hard-
ness, you have soldiers worthy of the
name.

The testaof a soldier are vigor,
courage, constaucy. The little ar-
my of Aucient Sparta, by virtne of
these qualities that had been
wrought into them from their youth,
ensily defied the world., There was
no hardness but they could endure,
and were willing to endure for their
conntry. These things made them
the ideal soldiers of all time.

And to bean acceptabls follower
of Olirist we must be willing also Lo
endure harness. It is not to a life
of ease and self-indnlgence that we
are called, but of labor and self-de-
nial. The rest, the reward and
glory will be by and by. Bat
they are for sucli as ean i
and wounds. ‘““What hast thou
done for me1” will be the basis of
all rewards. A little more than two
years ago, a number of us who were
boys together in the same country

neighborhood, but all of whom are

now ministers of the gospel, got to-
gether for a visit, The first ques-
tion of the oldest of our number, as
ho sab down, was: *“Well, boys, I
wiant to hear low much you have
suflered for Christ. I don't waut to
kuow how large cliurches you have,
or what honors you have received,
but how mueh yon have suffered 17
That was hLis way of ascertaining
how faithful we had been and how
closely we had walked to the Mas-
ter. And so I sometimes think that
the oue question in heaven will be:

*“What have we suffered for Christ 17
Have we denied ourselves in any
respect for Him? Have we been
willing to be deprived of ease, and,

if need be, of gain and reputation,
that Christ might be honored and
his cause advanced 1 Have we, in
short, “endured hardness as good
soldiers of Jesus Christ 1"

But a final, and yet most impor-
taut qualification of a good soldier

that I would name, is patriotism—
love of cause and country., It was

patriotism that carried us through

as o nation in our first great birth
struggle for independence; and
that gave us our second birth in de-

livering us from the domination of
the slave power. Had there been

no patriotic ontburst of indignation,

and of enthusiasm for the flag of
our country, when Sumpter was
fired ou, we might well have de-
spaired. But the spirit that cansed
756,000 men to offer themselves for
their country’s service,nlmost before
the President’s call had been taken

from the wires, meant ultimate vic-
tory. Troepatriotism always does,
It is uncouquerable. It begets
loyalty, obedience, fidelity, wvigi-
lauce,and inventiveness, and langhs
at hardsbip,

Now spiritual _patriotism, i. e.,
love uf Uhrist and hig cause, is the
supreme qualification of the Christ-
ian soldier. With that comes torth,
cheerfulness, courage, gentleuess,
prayerfulness, vigilance, liberality,
sell-denial, and every quality that
augurs success.  What our church-
es need more than anything else is
a baptism of love—of holy patriot-
ism for Jesus and his truth. Then
like a holy army would they move
onto the conquest of the world.
‘The one thing that the early chureh
had was love. Of sanctuaries, and
commentaries aud school of sacred
learning, and almost all such appli-
ances they were destitute; but they
were charged with a lovethat knew
no bounds—a love that overcame
the power of the world, and kept
them ever talking about Jesus and
hiseross ; and by that love they
conquered. And why should they
not ! For what had the old religions,
and what has the cold morality of
the world, to oppose to the sublime
beauty and power of love! Noth-
ing can stand  before it. It takes
captive every heart, it subduesevery
passion, makes all things obe-
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