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MERE IS SOMETHING INTERESTING !

Some of our patrons prefer to have their clothing made to order.
To meet this demand, we have made ample arrangements to supply
the wants of both young and old. Geo. W. Simmons & Co,, the
leading tailors of Boston, are now doing our custom work. The
name of this popular house is a guarantee of perfect work. They
employ only the most skillful designers and workmen, who lead in-
stead of follow in the way of style and fashion.

HUNDREDS OF SAMPLES TO SELECT FROM.

Call and look them over before ordering your Spring suit.

a | And Kate replied: *'Itis nll very true,
But he owes it to Simmons, the tailor;
Clad in lis new suit he did lovk so cute
That at once he became my lheart's
jailor,”

Said Susan to Kate: *“You'll soon be
bride,
If the round bout rumors prove true.
Your John's been well tried, often
coaxed and denied, . »
But he's proved his devotion to you.

CHAS: @ GOLE,
SPOT-CASH CLOTHIER AND FURNISHER, OPERA HOUSE
BLOCK, BENNINGTON, VT.

BARGAINS IN WALL PAPER

Wao are now receiving our Spring stock of Paper Hangings, Window Hhmit',fl.
Mixed Paints, Brushes, Floor Paints, etc., at prices that will mateh everyone's
ckethonl. A few prices:
300 Doubl®@Rolls White Blanks for 4 ots,
300 Double Rolls Heavy White Blanks Be,
400 Double Rolls Heavy Gilt Em-
bossed, - - - - 18¢

BROWNIES,

1.2 and 8 Band Borders from i-Ze to de

per yard,

900 Teavy Felt Window Shades Flock
I)m"’ned. mounted on Spring Rolls
for 25¢ each.

Do not miss sesing this Spring Steck

F. L. BOTTUM,

North Bennington, Vermont.

NOW 1S THE TIME 0 BUY !

AT TLA T T
COAL, WooD,

LUMBER, LATH,
LIME, CEMENT, PAINTS,
OILS, NAILS, BUILDING PAPER,

BUILDERS HARDWARE.

‘THE PEOPLE SAY,

RUSSELL & MARCH,
Are Offering dUnprecedented Bargains

In all the above lines of goods. A full [sapply of all grades of
SPRUCE, PINE and CEDAR SHINGLES constantly on hand.

ESTIMATES FURNISHED FOR BUILDINGS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION.
“THE BUILDERS,”
RUSSELL & MARCH,
COUNTY STREET, FOOT OF SCHOOL STREET.

Best in Quality !
Lowest in Price!

Cut Flowers, Flornl Disigus and Decorations for funerals, weddings, roceptions, &c. Potted Plants

EASTER LILIES FROM 25¢c TO $1.50.

T Fine Plants Hodded or Blooming. W. G. RICHARDSON,

-'\';

But one of the best things to
know Is where to buy the best
STOVES and RANGES, FURNI-
TURE, LAMPS, CROCKERY and
ALL KINDS OF HOUSEKEEPING
GOODS for the least money. For
the next thirly days 1 will make
special prices on my stock of
ANDES and ACORN STOVES.
They are the best stoves sold In
Bennington, and the great sale
they have had In the last nine
“It ig Not Permitted to Know All Thiles.® years is proof of this statement.

HAVE ,11550 REDUCED PRICES ON ALL HOUSE FURNISHING GOODS

- Seeing Is belleving. Come, see, and belleve.

CHARLES H. POTTER .

HOUSE FURNISHINCS, &C.
Main Streef, Opposite Library Hall, Bennlugton, V1.

CUT FLOWERS for EASTE

DECORATIONS,

Calias, Harr'sll, Candidum, Fancy Rowes, dacks and Hybrids, Cearnatiotr, oio., all of best
quality and at lowest prives. Leave your orders enrdy wilh

L M. HOLTON & SON, ™™ toeni s v

- - -

efore buying. No trouble toshow goods.-

THE BANNER.

s
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ul !m-r«d_ &;.—l; Bannington P.O.us svcond.class
mattor by C, A. PIERCE & CO,, Pablisher,]
Torms, - $1.80 per yenr, strictly lo advance

Sbe Supreme Court of New Jersey
deoides in favor of the Republican Senate
of thatState as every one know it would.
There wus no muddle about it, the Demo-
orats tried to usurp the government, that
is all, and avenal governor of that party
helped them. The court made short
work with Democratic elaims of “‘hold
oyer'" senators.,

Louis Kossuth, the Hungarian patriot,
whost name I8 almost as familiar in every
household as that of our own American
heroes, died in Turin, Tuesday night.
His visit to this country in 1852, and his
sorvices for his native land are well
known events of history. He died 1na
foreign land, but it is sigoificant that a
moyemont that promised success was in

rogress whereby he shounld be invited
m:ﬁ home again, and it is now probable
that his remains will receive the honors
due the grand old patriot.

Reports to the insnrance commissioner
from all the insurance companies doing
business in Vermont in 1804, have not
been made publie, They show the fol-
lowing condition: Total risks, $48,628,-
#48; premiums receiyed, £755,812; losses
incurred, 575,280,  Of this the Vermont
compnuies’ preminms were $200,650, and
losses, $187,480, the percentage of loss
being 064, Companies in other States
premiums, $543,063; losses, $430,008;
percentage of loss to premium, 804, The
average expense of doing business was
25 per cent, of the premiums, leaving the
loks to companies of other Stntes at $124
for every 8100 received. In 1801 und 1502
they lost $122 for each $100.

The Governor question haviug settled
down nnapimously upon Col. Urban A.
Woodbury, indeed thers has been no
other candidate, the Knst side papers are
busy making upa slate for the second
place on the Republican ticket. Among
the first mentioned for Lieutenant Gov-
ernor was Col, Mansur of Island Pond,
then, as others were brounght forward,
gome dozen in all, little more was then
sald about Col, Mansur. We are in re-
ceipt of a marked copy of the Island Pond
Herald in advocacy of Col, Mapsur. The
fact that Col, Wooabury will probably be
nominated unanimously and E}y acclamo-
tion is very complimentary to that ge -
tleman, nnd if the couvention should
chaose Col. Mansur for the second place,
the fact that both are one-armed veterans
of the Civil War, the close of which is so
graphically deseribed by Dr. Branch, and
copled in another column, would consti-
tute a notable event among many unique
periods in Vermoot's history. We are
molined to let the East side chonse its
awn candidate for Lieutenant Governor,
among the many good men put forward,
A number have astrong endorsement,
and Col, Mansur is one of these.

the
roy,

The evidence in the Ross inquos
most memorable in the annals of
was concluded Tuesday,
charnoter that admits of but 4 single con-
clusion 8o far as the central fact is con-
cerned.  Overwhelmingly the testimony
produced, points to Bartbolomew Shen
as the man who fatally shot Ross, The
witnesses who testified that “Bat" Shea
killed Ross are numerous, creditable and
respeoctable, and essentially corrobornte
ench other, Tho record and repufation
of those who brazenly testified that John
I, Boland instead of Shea shot Robert
Ross are such that the public attach no
importance to their evidence, It is in-
herently improbable; theie stories are
absurl,  Assistant  Distriet  Attoney
Fagan is warmly commended for practi-
enlly rebuking such an exhibition of un-
mitignted mendacity by holding one of
the witnesyes, presumably to prefer a
charge of perjury. DBrieily, it has been
made clenr that *Bat” Shea killed
Robert Ross; the attempt to prove that
Mr, Boland killed bis friend by accident
has miserably failed, Sp far the puhlic
mind is settled, and it will take ver
strong and reputable evidence to distur
these conclusions.—Tioy Press,

It is understood through Col. B,
B. Smalley, Vermont member of the
Demoeratic National Committee, the
friend sof Seneca Haselton of Benning-
ton, Republican as well ag Democratic,
will present his name to President Cleve-
land for United States Minister to Vene-
zuela in place of Col, F. €, Partridge of
Prootor, resigned. Judge Haselton will
be endorsed by all the State officers,
members of the State Supreme Court,
Judge Wheeler of the United States
Cirenit Court, delegations in both houses
of Congress, which consists of Senators
Morrill and  Proctor, Congressmen
Powers and Grout, members of the State
Demotratio Committee, delegates to the
last  Democratic National Conven-
tion, delegates to the Democratic State
Conyention of 15803, numbers of leading
citizens of the State of il political
nrties: 1 short, he will be backed by
Tormont’s lending men withont regard
to party, Juodge Haselton is o gradunte
of the University of Yermont, and of the
Inw department of the University of
Michigan; filled the chair of English
literature of his alma matter in 1886 ontil
a successor to Dr. Bliss, who resigned
the chair to accept the rectorship of St
Paul's chureh, was eleoted ; was assistant
professor or iustructor, after his graduos-
tion in the University of Michigan until
he resigned; was eight successive years,
from 1878 to 1880, elected city judge; rop-
résented the city in the legislature of
1886, and is now serving his thivd term
us mayor of the city, The salary attach-
ed to the position of minister to Vene
zuela is $7600;

“ON TO RICHMOND,"

Dr. €. F. Branch, department com-
mander of the (. A. K., on his return
from Benuington, last week, attended n
meeting of the Vermont Commandery of
the Loyal Legion, in Burlington, nod

resented a thoughtful paper on *“The

Il of Richmond." The Free Press
says that pwo mere epitome of such an
nddroxs can  possibly do  such a snbject
justice, but goes on to spesify o [ow
thonghts, which we copy in this connec-
tion, Dr. Branch said that his subjoct
oughl 1o b of intersst to every Green
Mountain boy beonuse no State intho
Union conttibated more of her bload in
the great eondlict than did Vermont, e
gelecled Lis subjectn becanse Vormonters
bhad a prominent partin the svents of
thnt day Dy, Branch drew a pen pletare
of Richmond and surroundings, It was
very far from being a Democracy. The
State was ruled by a8 clique of wealthy
men. The imprint of havd drudgery,

It was of a,

brutality and sin had sent many of her
people to an early grave. Secession was
at last resorted to because” n politioal
ghange had crossed the horizon and by
the eleotion of 1800, a party had come in-
to power that opposod slavery. Tha
South believed sluvery to be & sacred
right. Soolety placed no barrier in the
wiy und tho chorch no ban, Iu April,
1861, the boom of Sumter's cannon
echoed among the hill tops and a eall to
arms closed the debate. The speaker
then related seme of the events which
led up to the passing of the ordinance of
secession by 'Eir,sn‘nis in the same month,
A week lnter Joff Davis was welcomed to
Richmoud with shouts of joy. No one
could at that time realize the significance
of bis words, which, in the light of sub-
sequent events, must be regirded as
pruphecies, Men poured into Richmond
from all purts of the South and here the
coufederate capital was looated, after
hiarving been moved from Charleston, 8.
C,, te Agusts, Ga,, and then to Montgom-
ery, Ala. Here in the North we began
to hear the cry, 'On to Richmond!' At
flrst it was llmﬂ'ght that *he mere taking
of the envrmy's capital would end the
conflict, Many signed the three years'
enlistment papers, fully expecting that
by the time they reached Washington
the conflict would be oyer. To have
taken Richmond in 1861 wounld have been
only to drive the ¢nemy to some other
l:u".'. After the disaster at Chancellors-
ville there came asesson of sober re-
flection and the North began to realize
that anniliilation alone would end the
confliet, Linceln, Stanton and Hallock
all had different ideas a8 to how the war
should be conducted, A head was need-
ed and the head was found in Grant.
Coneert of action under the controlling
foree of an imperial will followed.™

THE GRADED SCHOOLS,

With March 21st the legal school year
in Vermont eloses. At that time the
school registers are delivered to the town
olerk and the statistics which from the
basis for the distribution of a certain
portion of the public school moneys, ars
made pp. 1t §5 interestiog "to note in
this connection the growth or the deca-
dence of the various schools in the town,

The reports from the Bennington
Graded Schools show growth and in-
creased attendapnce in  all directions.
The number registered this year is 670
agninst (M0 last year. The past year
shows 48 non-residents, ugainst 48 for
the year before. The total attendance
for the year just ending amounis to
1L 602, while the year before it was 83,-
043, This shows = gain of 8,830 days,or
more than nine per cent,

The pupils who make up the “number
beélonging’ to the school are exceeding-
Iy regular in their attendance. The ab-
sences wmong these pupils ave mainly
due to cases of temporary illness from
colds and the like. Parenta seem to
have made a commendable move in the
last two years in the direction of keep-
ing their children constantly in school.
But the highest average attendance is
for the most part with the best teachers.
The teacher whose daily attendance falls
off for no apparent cause, is usually
found lacking in ability to teach. Thus,

the suoccessful teacher is not only worth

fufnitely more to the child but she hns
u much greater financial value to the
distriet.

1t secrms almost ineredible that some of
the teachers have had less than twenty
cases of tardiness either morning, or
none among uearly fifty children in an
entire year. Truancy, too, is almost un-
known in the school. The days lost by
children running awsy from school dur-
ing the last year, does not amount to an
appreciable fraction of one per cent,  In
many schoois in other places the anthor
ities complain that the loss due to this
cause amounts to 12or 15 per cent. of
the entirg attendance, The improved
conditions here in regard to truancy are
as commendable as they are remarkable.

ST. PATRICK'S DAY.

It was a large audience that assem-
bled in Library Hall, Saturday eyening
to do honor to the Day commemorative
of Ireland's patron sain’., The festivi-
ties passed off pleasantly, and we are
glad to hear that the avails amounted to
about 800, The concert wos fine, and
weo give the order ns arranged by Chas,
H. Bennett, and mnF by the choir of St
Francis de Sales, as follows:

PROGEAMME,
Iinno selo, llndlnr. Itieh Alrs....R O Goldsmith
Chas H Bennett,
Solo—DBellexe me if all those Endearing Yeung
ChUPHIS . -« oy corsssssssss.. Mamie Sullivan
Chorns—Sweet and Low...cco.ovniiriay Burnby

Uholr,
Duet—The Harp that onee thro, Tara's Halls .
veeesMiss Sallivan, Mes Daley

Salo—The Low backed UMF«ees..ooiice Mrs Dale
Chorns—Killarney ... ... ssssrvsnsciosnnns Baulfe

VILLAGE MEETING.

Thoe annual village meeting was held
Tuesday, snd was devoid of special in-
torest at the polls becansa of no opposi
tion to the cnuous pominations. There
ware 186 ballots cast, and the following
gentlemen  were  elected:  President;
Henry 8. Bingham; clerk, John H. Keiso;
troasurer, George F, Graves; collector,
Frederick Godfrey: anditors, Charles H,
Mason, Jolin P. Guiltinan, Henry D,
Fillmore,

Trustees, Ward 1, John 8. Holden;
Ward 2, Martin E. Lyons; Ward 3, John
Carrigan; Ward 4, Geo, R. Matthews;
Ward b, €. B. Viall; Ward 6, John T,
Shurtleff; Ward 7, Fremont Gregy.

The parliamentary portion of the meel-
ing began at 1 o'clock nnd wascompleted
before the polls closed at 2 p. m. The
auditors’' report was accepted. The
trustees were directed to make such a
contract with the Bennington Water
Power and Light Company, asin in their
judgment should be necessary to light
the hose houses and village rooms, The
sum of $025, or $120 per company, Was
appropriated to pay the fire department
for services, and it was voted to put in
two additional fire a'arm boxes, and
another hydrant according to the warn-
ing. The matter of a new hose cart was
dismissed. It waa veted to approve aud
vonfirm the resolution offered and adopt-
ed ot n meoting held March 20th, 180
relating to the payment of the expense of
tho sewers by nssessment on the Grand
List of the village, instead of against
nbutting property holders, and the action
of the Mrusices under the said resolu-
tion,

The village by-laws: wore resdoptod
and o tox of 70 sents on the dollar voted
toy b plnced 1o the treasurer's bands for
collection, July 18t

—The Rav, Wilmond Waraer of Paw-
lat, is to deliver the Memorial Day ad-
dress at Lowoll.

—Prof, D, F. Andrus has resi

rineipal of the Black Riyer

udlow,

[
emy at

SPRING FASHIONS.

We invite especial attention

to our new designs in Long

Cut sacks and Frocks for early Spring wear.
These goods have been cut and made especially for us,

and embrace all the prominen
tom gnrments.

Spring Overcoats, cut long
and choice fabrics.

t features of the latest cus-

and shapely in many new

We solicit a careful inspection of our Spring production.

WELLS &

381, 336 and 338 River Bireet,
13, 15, 17 and 19 Fourth Street,

COVERLY,

| TROY, N. Y.

CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY.

The centennial anniversary of the
Moat Worsbipful Grand Lodge of Free
and Accapted Ma ons of the State of
Vermont, will be celebrated in Borlington
during Masonie week, June 13th and 14th
with imposing ceremenies, Oue hun-
dred years ago the Grand Lodge was or-
gauized at Manchester. Its first grand
master, Hon, Noah Smith, was the orator
at the Bennington Battle anniversary
oelebrated bere Aug. 168th, 1778, He was
made o Mason in the Masonio historie
town, and 1t is w singular coincidence
that the present grand master, M. W.,
John Harris Whipple, was not only
brought to Masonic light there, but is a
resident of the self-same village among
the Green Mountains, which tower so
stately above it.  Another feafure
warthy of note is that the first day of
the eelebration will be the anniversary of
the birth of the present grand master.
All thesge things combine to add interest
to the coming auspicious occasion,

The suns of a contury have risen over,

and the frosts of a hundred winters have
rested upon this grand order which
teaches morality, virtue and universal
benevolence and the goodness of the in-
stitution has been the means of enrolling
among its members some of the best men
in every community. Ita roll now bears
the names of nearly 10,000 men in the
Green Mountain State, and ull will be
most cordially fnvited to be present at
the first and only celebration of the kind
they will ever be permittad to attend in
Vermont, The members of the execu-
tive committe are M. W., John . Whip-
l:le rand master, Manchester Centre;
t. W., Kittredge Haskins, deputy grand
master, Brattleboro; B, W., ). N, Nichol-
son, grand senior warden, of Burlington:
and K. W., W. 8. Nay, graad junior war-
den, of Underhill, which assures the
eareful araangement of all the details.
The Committee have not fully matured
its plans, but will announce them soon.
There will be quite & delegation, from
Bennington County, in attendance.

Another writer on the subject says: It
ix hoped to obserye the day by laying
the corner stone of a masopic temple,
an associntion for the building of which
was incorporated by the last legislature,
The capital stock 15 to be 50,000, divided
into 2,000 shares of $25 each., Already
the Grand Lodge has subscribed £1,000,
August th, 1704, the five Lodges in the
State sent representatives to Manchester
to organize s Grand Lodge. At that
time two of the Lodges, at Bennington
and Middlebury, were under the juris-
diction of the Grand Lodge of Conneeti-
eut. One at Manchester and one at
Springfield were under the jurisdietion
oFthu Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,
and one at Vergennes was attahed to the
Graud Lodge of Quebee, The delegates
met at Manchester and ad journed to meest
at Rutland October Iith, They nssem-
bled there on that date and adjourned
from day to day until the 14th, when or-
gamzation was effected, aod a seal
adopted.

The first grand master was Noah
Smith, who held the office two years.
Other {ormor grund masters were John
Chipman, 1707 to to 1814; Nathan B, Has.
well, 182040; Philip C. Tucker, 1847-61.
The second grind seoretary was Duavid
Fay of Bennington, 170597, John B,
Hollenbenk was grand secretary from
18531 to 1801, and the last few years of his
life recenved ap anouity of $300 from the
Grand Lodge, Sines its orgaolzation in
1704 there have been 21 past griand mas-
ters. Eight are now liviug  'There have
been 82 deputy grand masters, 14 of whom
were advanced, Of the 36 past grand
genior wardens 10 were promoted, and of
the remainder only two are now living,
There have heen 47 past grand junior
wardens. Twenty-nine were advanced
and of the other 19 only Lwo are now liv-
ing. Of the 11 past grand treasurers two
were ndvanced, and of the 13 past grand
secretaries one was promoted, There
bhave been 40 past grand senior dedoons
and 47 past grand juuwior dencons. Of
the former 21 have been promoted, and
of the latter 23. From the time of the
organization of the Grand Lodge until
1820, eleven subordinate Ledges were
ohartered, PBotween 1520 and 1830 five
were ohartered, and from that year until
1840 no oharters were granted and but
little work was dene, During the anti-
Mason excitement annuwl mectings were

d The smal

seldom held, In 1850 the Grand Lodge
began issuing clinrters again, and at the
present time there are under its jurisdio-
tion 104 Lodges; with a membership of
about 9,600,

The largest Lodge is Passumpsioc of St

Jobnnburly. with & membership of 282

est is Isle 1o Motte with 20
members. Thirty-seven of the Lodges
have a membership each of over 100,
thirteen of these haviog a membership
of over 150 ench, Ag the closs of the last
fiscil year there wasa halance in the
treasury of $4,460, all securely invested.
The State is divided into thirteen Mas-
onie Districts, and Distriet Conventions
are held anoually,at which the Worship-
ful Grand Master and Grand Lecturer are
present,

The order is prosperous and the breth-
ren are now looking forward to the time
when the Grand Lodge shall have a per-
manent abiding place, which shall truly
represent the wisdom of its builders, the
strength and beanty of the ancient land-
marks of the order.

BENNINGTON'S HERO.

A Coneord, N. H., despatch, under
date of March 16th, says: The clay
maodel of the second statue—that of Gen,
John Stark, the hero of the battle of
Benpington—which New Hampshire is
to place in the National galiery at Wash-
ington has been completed, and the plas-
ter cast will be shortly made and shipped
te Udrrara, [taly, where the statue is to
becutin marble from the quarries of
that province.

Like that of Webster, the statue is the
work of Uarl Conrades, the New York
seulptor, and furnished to the State un-
der contract by the New England Gran-
ite Company.

The model is six feet four inches in
height, and in the statue will be inereased
Lo seven feet,

It represents the revolutionary hero in
the full Major General's uniform of the
continental army, leaning in an attitude
of partial repose against a tree trunk.

The figure is strikingly lifelike, and
the pose remarkably graceful, easy and
natural, The dress is absolutely correct
in all details, being tuken from a uniform
in the archives of the State Historical
Society.

The face and head of the distinguished
subject are splendid evidences of the
artist's créative genins,

There are no authentie portrnits . of
Stark at the age represented by the
statue, except an amateur effort from
memory, and it was necessary for Mr.
Coniades to produce a composite result,
in fact, an ideal presantment.

In this he suceeded admirably, after a
eareful study of the life and character of
the man.

The face is in complete harmony with
the heroic fizure, and in whole and de-
tail is a perfoct ideal of the hero of Ben-
nington. Its strongly marked lines are
suggestive of the courage and force of
charucter of the masterful citizen soldier
which made him one of the most con-
spionous figures of the Revolutionary
period,

From an artistioal and teshnical stand-
point the work is above oriticism, and
the statue will make a fitting companion
to Webster in the Natioual gallery.

It has beenaccepted by the governer
and council.

—Vermont has the largest avernge
waol clip of aoy State.  In 1890 it
averaged .72 pounds per shoep.

—The hearing in the case of the Green
Mountain Stock Farm Company, which
failed a fow weoks ago, will be resumed
in New Haven, Cona., March 28th.

—Hon, Henry Dnllard, of Borhngton,
will deliver the Memorial Day adiress at
White River Junotion.

o
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BORN.

KELLOG=1n West Arlington, March 15ih, to
Mr. and Mrs, James Kellog, a daughivr,

o DIED

HAIGHT —In West Arllugton, March 10th,
Mea. Barina Huighe, nged 70 years.

BUOK —In West Arlington, Mareh 1ih, Anns
., wife of Charles H. Buck, nged 50 yonrs.

MALLORY In Woodford, March Zist, Henry
Mallory, sged 73 years,

BURGESS—In North Bannlogton, March 191k,
Edmond H. Burgess, pgod 22 yoirs wnd § monthe.

Highest of all in Leavening Power.— Latest U. S. Gov't Report.
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Baking

Powder

ABSOLUTELY PURE




