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Betiving Veown Bindness,

BY BEET RARTE

What the Colungl’s husiness was
nobody kuew. nor did anybody
care, particulatly, Tle purchased
for eash  ouly, and he never
crumbled at the price of anythime
that be wiited; who conld ask
more than st ?

Curious peaple oceasionally won.
dered how, when it ad been fully
two yearw sinee the Colunel, with
every one else, abinudoned Duck
Creek to the Clivese, he managed
to spend money freely, and to lose
considerable at eards aud lorse
wees, D fact, the keeper of that
one of the two Challenze 11l
saloons which the Colonel did not
patronize was once heard to absent. |
mindedly. wonder whether the Col. |
onel hadu’t & movey mill some.
where wheve he tyred out doubie-
engles and “slugs” (the ecoast name
for fifty-dotlar gold picees).

When s important a persanage
a5 8 bat-keeper indulged puldiely |
in an idea, the inhabitants of
ill.llllil_!ll'_"F' ”l”, EIL'L' gtllltl (.lllili;r.
uians, everywhere, considered them-
selves taduty bonnd o give grave
consideration, so fur a few days
certain inlustrions professional gen.
tlemen, who won mouey of the
Colanel, earefu ly weighed some of
the brightest picces and lﬁled them
with acids, and tasted them and
sawed them in two,and vetried them
aud melterd them dp and had the
I assuyed.

The result was & complete vin
dieation of the Colonel, aid a loss
ofeonsideralile enstom to the in-
diseract barkeeper,

The Colonel was as good-natured
a man as had ever been known. at
Challenge Hill; bot, being mortal,
the Colovel had his oceasional
times of desponidency, and one of
them accurred after a erios of races,
in which: be Liad staked his all on
liig.own lay mare Tipsie, and lost.

Looking veproachtully at lis
beloved andmal, he failed to heed
the aching void of his pockets, and
drinking  doeply, swearing  elo.
quently, and glaring detiantly at
all mankinl, wee wually unpeo.
Jductive of coin,

The boysat the saloon symyi-
thized most feelingly with the
Colonel s they were nnecasing in
thelr fovitutions to drink, and they
sven exhibited eonsiderabla Clirs.
tian furbiesranee when the Colonel
savagely dissented with every one
who mlvanead any proposition, no |
matter how iboontiuvertible.

Bui wnappreciated  sgmpathy
wrows: desidedly tiresomo to the
giver, gl it was with 8 feeling of
reliel that the boys saw the Colunel
stride out of the saloon, mouit
Tipsiv, and gallop furonsly away.

hidinj._: on Lorseback has always
baon epnsidered an exeellont sort of
exercise s And st ridine s aniver
~ally admitted to be one of the most
healthtnd and delighttul, means of
wxhilitation in the worli,

Bt when o man s g0 absorhed
in hix exercise that he will not stop
to sfeak to a frlend; aud when his
exhilaratioi 1s so completé that be
utrns lis eyes fram wellmesning
thumbs pointing signiticantly into
duorways throngh which a man las
often paxsed while secking bracing
influenees, 1t is hut natural that
people shiould exjress some wonder,

The Colonel was well known at
Toddy Flat, Love Iand, Blazors,
Murderer’s Bar and several other
vil'ages through which he passed,
aud as no one had been seen to
precede him, betting men were roon
offering odds that the Colonel was
runnig away from sumebody,

‘Strictly spesking, they were
wrong, but they won all the mouay

that had been staked against them,
fur within half an hour’s time there
passed  over the same road wn
anvionelooking individual, who
reinesd up in front of the prineipal
saloon of ench place and asked if
the Colonel had passed,

Had the galtant Colonel known
that he” was followed, and by
whom, there would kave been an
extra election held at the latter
place very shortly after, for the
pursuer was the Constable of Chal.
lengge Hill, aned for Constables and
all officers of the law the Colonel
possessed  hatred of unspeakable
rtensity.

On galloped the Colonel, follow-
ing the stage road, which threaded
the old miving camp on Duck
Creek; bot suddenly he turned
abruptly out of the road, and nrged
lis horse theongh the pines: and
bushies, which grew thickly by the
road, while the Constable galloped
rapidly on to the next camp.

There scemed to be no path
thrangly the thicket into which the
Calonel Diad  turped, but Tipsie
walked  Detween the (trees and
shrubs as it they were the familiar
objects of Lier own stalile-yand.,

Suddenly, n voiee from the bushies
shouted + “What's up

“Business—that’s what,” replied
the Culanel,

“Tt's time,” replied the voice,
and its owner—a bparded six-footer
—emerged  from the bushies and

stroked Tipsie’s nose with the frve-

dom of an old aequamtance, “We
ain't bad a nip since last night,
and thar ain’t a eracker or a had.
ful of flour in the shanty, The old
gal wo back on yoi ?”

“Yes," replied the - Colonel,
ruefully, “lost ‘ev’ry blasted race,
*I'wasu't her fanlt, bless her, she
done her level best.  Ev’rybody to
home 2"

“You bet,” smd the man, “All
been o' prayin’ for yer to turn up
with the racks, an’ somethin® with
more color  than spring  water.
Come on.”

The man led the way and Tipsie
amd the Colonel followed, and the

| trio suddenly fonnd  themselves

befire a small log haty in front of
which st three solemn, disconsolate
individuals, whalooked appealingly
at the Uolonel.

“Mac'll tell yer how ’twas,
fellars,” said the Colonel, meekly,
“while I picket the mare.”

The Calonel was ahsent but a
vory few moments, bat when he
retirned each of the four were at-
tired in pistols and knives, while
Mae was distributing some domi-
noes; made from & rather dirty
flour Lag. .

“"Paint so late ez all that, is
it " inguired the Colonel.

“Hetter be an honv ahead than
miss it this "ere night,” said one of
the four, “I aint been o thirsty
since I come *ronud the Horn, in
50, an' we run short of water
Somebady’ll get hort, it the' ain’t
any bitters on the old concern—
they will, or my name ain’t Por.
king.”

“Don't ount on your chickens
"fore they’re hatehed, Perky,” «aid
oue of the party, as he ndjusted the
domino under the rim of Lis hat.
“Sposin’ ther” shud be too mavy
fur ue¥”

“Stiddy, etiddy, Crauks! e
moustrated the Colonel. “Naobody
ever gits along ef they "low” em.
selves to be skeered.”

“IFact,” chimed in the smallest
and thinnest man of the party,
“The Bible eays somethiv' mighty
hot 'bout that, [ Hisremembor
ezackly how 'it goes; but Pve
heerd  Parson Bnzzy, down in
Maine, preach a rippin’ oll sermon
mauy & time. The old man never
thort what a comfurt them sermons
wus & goin’ to be to & road sgent,
though, That time we stopp
Slim Mike' stage; i’ he didw’s

Tiev no more manners than to draw
on me, them sermons wuy, a perfoct
blessin’ to me—the thought of em
clenred my head as quick as a cock-
tail.  An—=" '

“I dun’t want to dispute Log-| ah

roller’s pious strain” says the
Colonel; “but ez ivs Old Black
that’s & drivin' today Tostid of
Slim Mike, an’ ez Old Black ollers
makes his time, hedw’t we better
vamose ¥

The duor ot the shanty was
hastily elosed aud the men filed
through the thicket until near the
voad, when they marched rapidly
on in parallel lines with it. After
about lalfan hour, Perkins, who
was leading, halted, and.wiped his
perspiring  brow  with  his_ shirt
sleeve,

“Fur enongh from home now,”
said he. ““Taint, no use bein' a
gentleman ef yer havé to work' too
hard.” e _

“safe enough, T reckon,” replied
the Colonel,  “We'll do the usual;
I’ll Liale *em, Logroller "tend to the
driver, Crank takes the boot, an’
Mack an’ Perk takes right an’ left,
Ang—I know it's tongh—but con.
siderin’ how everlastin’, eternally
lierd up we sre, I veckon we'll have
to ask contributions from the ladies,
too, ef ther's any aboard—le,
|)n}'!\'?

“Reckon g0, replied Logroller,
with a ¢huckle that seemed o in-
spire even Lis blaok domino with a
merry twinkle. “What's the use
of women’s rights ef they dor’t
ever lave a chavce ov exercisin’
"em ? Hevin' their purses borrowed
"ud show 'em'the hull deetrive in a
bran new light.”

“They’re  treacherous eritters,
women 5" remavked Cranks;
“some of 'em might put & knife intv
a feller while he wuz ’pologizin’.”

“Ef yow're afraid ov em,? said
Perkius, “you ken go back au’ clear
up the shanty."”

“eminds me ov what the Bible
sez,” said Logroller; “Sher’s a
lion on the trail; Pl be chawed
up, sz the lazy galloot, or words
o that effect.”

“Come, come, boys” interposed |

the Colouel, “don’t mix religion an’
bizvess, They don’t mix no more
than—ITello, thar’s the crack of olid
Black’s whip! Pick yer bushes,
quick ! All jymp when I whistle!”

Vach man seereted hingelf slong
the roadside, The stage eame
swinging along handsomely; those
inside were laughing leartily about
something, and old Black was jost
giving a delicate touch to the flank
of the off leader, when the Colonel
gave s shrill, quick whistle, and
tive men eprang into the road,

+ The horses stopped a8 suddeuly
as if it were a matter of common
ocgurence,  Old Black dvopped the
roing, croseed his leas and stared into
the sky, and the passongers all pay
out their heads with a : rapidity
egualed only by tat which they
withdrew them as they saw the
dominoes sud revelvers of the road
agents, \

“Sooms to be semething the mat-
ter, gentlemen,” said the Colonel,
blandly, as he opened the door,
“Wan't yon please got out? Don’t
trouble yonrselt to daw, 'eos m
friend here's got lis weapon cocked,
an' his fingers is rather nervons,
Ain't got & handkerchief, hev yer ¥
asked he of the fist passenger who
descended from the stage. “Iley ¥
Well, now, that’s lacky, Just put
yer hands behind you, please—go §
that's it And the unfortunate
man was seearely bound in. an in.
stant,

The remaining | passengers wero
treated with similsr courtesy, aud
the Colonel and his friends ex.
amined the pockeds Of the captives.
Old Black remajned ‘anmolested,
for who ever hearl ot 8 stage driyer

liaving money ¥

“Boys," said the Colonel, calling '
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his hrother agents aside, and com-
fari;ag receipts, “tain’t much ot a
wal 3 but there's one woman, an’
she’s old eénougl to be a fellers
gm;wdmut'her. Better let ber alone,

“Like enough she'll pan out
mare'n all the rest of the stage put
together,” growled Cranks, eave.
fully testing the thickness of the
casc of'a wold watel. “Jest like
the low-lived deeeiptfilness of some
folks, to hire an old woman to carry
their money, so it'"d go safer,
Mabbe what she’s got ain't nothin®
to some foiks that got hosses that
kin win 'em money atraces, but’ —

The Colonel abruptly ended the
conversation, and approached the
stage.  Ile was very chivalvous,
hut Cranks' sarveastic reference to
Tipsie needed avenging, and as he
could not covsistently with business
arrangements pat an end to Cranks,
the old lady would have to suffer,

“I beg your pardon, ma’'m,” said
the Colonel, rixing his hat politely
witli one hand, while he upened the
coach door with ‘the other, “but
we're taking up a collection fur
some deserving ohject, We wuz
a-goin to make the gentlemen fork
over the hall amaunt, buty ez they
haiu's got enongh’ we will Lev to
botlier you,"

The ol lady trembled, felt for
her pocket-buok, aid ymised her
veil.  The Colonel looked into her
fice, slammed the stage door, snd
sitting down on the liub of one of
the wheels, stared vacautly into
space,

“Nothing? queried Perkivs, in
a whisper, and with a face full of
ganuing sympathy.,

“No—yos,” said the Colonel,
dreamily,

“Thav is, untie e, and let the
stage go ahead,” le continued,
springing to bis feet, “I'll burry
back w the cabin” And the
Colonel dashed into the bushes,
and lef Lis followers so paralyzed
with astonishment that Old  Black
afterward remarked that “efthere’d
beon anybody to. hold the hidsses,
he conld hev cleaned the hull
crowd with his whip,”

The passengers, noy relieved of
their  weapons, were uibound,
allowed to enter the staze, and the
door was slammed, upon which
Ol Black picked up his reins as
goolly as it he Lad lain them down
ata station while the lorses were
being changed, then hie eracked his
whip and the stage rolled off, while
the Uolonel’s party hastened back
to their hut, fondly inspecting a8
they went certain Hasks they lad
obtaived while trausacting their
business with the eccupants of the
stage.

Great was the surprice of the
road agents as they entered their
hut, for there stood the Colonel in
a clean white shirt, aud in a suit of
clothing made up from the limited
spara wardrobes of the  other
members of the gang.

But  the suspicions Cranks
speedily subordinated his wonder to
bis prudence, as, laying on the table
& watch, two pistols, & pocket-book

and 8 heavy pirse, he exclaimed: |

“Come, Uolonel, bizess befurae

pleasure; let's divide and seatter.
Ef anybody sbould hear 'bout it,
av’ fiud our trail, and ketch the
traps v our possession, they
niight—" :
“Divide yerselves!” said the
Qolonel, with abruptuess and a
great onth.  “I don’t want pone of
i,

“Colonel,” said Perkins, remoy-
ing his own domino, sud looking
auxiously into the leader’s face, “be
rn'dek Here's some bally brand

found iu vne of the

pockets.

Cologel with &
i, P ouin froni thi

forever,! '

WL i " nothin,” mpuulrﬁ )

+ “Ain't a-going to tarn evidence 7
cried Cranks, grasping the pistol on
the table, - _

“I'm a}cﬂn’ to miake & lead mine
of fou ef you don’t take thet
back!™ roared the Colongl, with a
bound, which caused Cranks to
drop the pistol avd retire precipi-
tately forward, apologiziog na
went, “I'm goin’ to tend to my
own bizvess, an’ that’s enongh to
keep any man bizzy, Somebody
lend me 850 till T see him agin.”

Perkms pressed the money into
the Colonel’s hand, and within two
minutes the Colonel was on Tipsic's
back, and galloped on in the diree-
tion the stage had taken,

He overtook it, he passed it, and
still galloped on.

The people at Mud Guleh kuew
the (.‘u!umr well, and made it a
rule never to be astonished at
auything he did ; but they made ic
an exception to the rule when the
Colunel canvassed the prineipal bar-
rooms for men who wished to
purchase a horse; and when a
gambler who was flush obtained
Tipsie in exchange for twenty slngs
—only a thonsand dollavs, when
the Colonel had always said that
there wasn'v gold enongh on top ot
the ground to buy her—Mud Guleh
experienced 8 decided sensation.

One or two enterprising peréons
speedily discovered thiat the Colonel
was rob in & communieative mood ;
80 every one retired to bis favarite
saloon aud bet according to his own
opinion of the Colonel’s motives and
actions,

But when the Colonel, afler re-
maining in a barber shop halt an
hour, emerged with his -face clean
shaved and hair neatly ttimmed
and parted, betting was so wild
that_a voul.-hepdeg gporting man
speedily made a fortune by bettiog
against every theory that was
advaneed.

‘Then the Colovel made a tour
of the stores and fitted himselt with
a tiew suit of clothes, carefully es-
chewing all of the generous patterns
and prononneed w%om §0 dear to
the average miner, He bought a
new hat, aud put on a pair of boots,
and praved his finger-uails, angd,
steanger than all, he mildly de.
clined all invitatious to drink.

As the Colanel stood in the door
of the principal saloon, where the
stage always stopped, the Challenge
till constable was seen to approach
the Colonel and tap him on the
shoulder, upon which all men who
bet that the Colonel was dodging
somebody claimed the stskes; but
thuse who stood near the Colonel
lieard the constable gay :

“Uolonel, 1 take it all back. an’
T own up flair an’ equare, When [
seerd you get out of Challenge Hill,
it come to me all of & sudden that
you might be in the road-agent
business, so I follotwed you—duty
you know ; but when 1 seed you
sell Tipsie, I knowed I was.on the
wrong trail. T would’nt snspect
you, vow, if all the State wuz
robbed, aud P’ll give yot satisfaction
any way you want it

“Iv all right,” said the Colonel,
with & smile.  The constable after.
ward said that nobody lad any
idea of how curiously the Colonel
smiled when his beard was off
“(iive this filty to Jim Perking the
tirst time you see him, I'm leayin’
the State,” '

Suddenly the stage pulled up to
the door with & crash, and the
male passongers hurried into the
faloon in & state of utter indigna-
tion and impecuniosity. :

"The story ot the robbery attracted
averybody, and during the excite-
ment the Colovel slipped out qui.
etly and opened the door of the
stage. The old lady started aod
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