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For The Voice of Freedom,
Mn, Kxarp:

Dear Sir—An acticle in your last allades to the very
common declaration of, [ do not say how interested, o mul-
titude, that the slave of the South is better fed, better
clothed, and happier than the free laborer of the Norih—
I send you the following for insertion if you think it mlvi-
sable, I send it for obvious reasons. If there be a sin,
which the obliquity of the human heart con warrant, or
the full cirele of human conduet enn comprehend,

——of a0 frightful mein
As to he hated needs but to he seen'”

What sin is American Slavery, In reference to this, the
persuasion of every one who has impartially looked at the
T'o ahhor the sysiem
we have only 1o inform ourselves with regard to it.  Dut
of the majority of Northern paople, the knowledge of it
From expe-

subject, must be full and sefthed.

must be knowledge dirived from testimony,
rience we have no knowledge of the system, save when
some democralie mob starts into being for the purpose of
performing a civil mimele, by contravening, or suspending
the luws of our most glorious, free and perfect republic.—
From observation, moit of us certainly can have none, By
way nl'lr_-.llmnnv\', we have two distinet and lvmnmi.lv gour-
ces of information; the one through thote men who, for
purposvs of speculation, either commercinl or political,
keep up an intercourse with the Southy—who wre ever
ready to yield truth to gold, and principle to political pre-
forment; or those who visit the South for pleasure or for
heulth, and whose eircomstunces or predisposition pormits
them to look at hut the pleasing side of slavery, viz. the
Kind and libernl hospitality of the master: the other, thro'
those whose eircumstances have permitted them to look at
#lovery with an eve of candor, and whoge freedom from the
bins of prejudice or interest allows them to report it with
a tongue of truth.  The most pernicious and invincible in-
fluence with which the friend of freedom has to contond,
at the present time, is the testimony of those men whoare
at all events detormined to report favorably—the Northern
apologists for Southern slavery. To meet this with a can-
did, counter declaration of good, discriminating, judicious
men, is cortninly important. 1 therefore transmit to you o
part of & communication from the Rev, Wm. A. Chapin, of
Greenshoro'—simply adding, that whoever is acquainted
with that gentleman, will be satisfied that such declarations
from such R man, are suficient to put to silence at once and
forever the tongue of the apologist; to condemn the sys-
tom, and arouso all to efficient action for its suppression.—
After proliminary remarks, Mr. C. procesds:

«] gpent nearly three years in Richmond and vicinity.
I do not know that I can state any fucts of peculiar inter-
est on the aubject of slavery, for while I was there—altho’
I saw enough to convinoo me that the system is one of the
utmost eruolty and oppression—yet it is diflicult to state
the particular facts which lod my mind to this conclusion;
especially az, from feclings of delicucy it scemed to be prop-
er to shut my eyes and closs my ears as far a5 possible 1o
those enormities in the abune of slaves, which would be
calculated to couse uncasiness to the musters in case they
should be known. I will however stute some facts which
were foreed upon my ohgervation while there, 1 residod
nearly two years in the family of Conrad Webb, Esq. of
Hampstead, Now-Kent Co., about twenty miles from Rich-
mond, Va, 1 was employed as family instroctor.  Mr W
bad three or four plantations, and was esteemed one of the
two wealthiest men in the county. It was supposed that
he owned sbout 200 klaves, abiout 756 of whom were on the
home plantation. Ile was & momber of the Presbyterian
ehurch, and was appoiuted Elder in the same during the
time I was residing with him. ITe was & nalive of Virgin-
in, and a graduate of a N. E. College,
called in the morning before day-light, and I believe, at all
seasons of the yenr, that they might prepare their food and
be ready for work as soon as it was light enough to see;
and 1 know that in the genson of husking corn, Oct, and
Nov,, thoy usually were compelled to work late—iill 12
The slaves lived in wretched log

The slaves were

or 1 o'eloek st might.
eabing, consisting of onw room each, without floora or win-
dows. I underatood that their food consisted of a daily ra-
tion of 2 qua, of sorn meal to each man, and one-hall of that
amount to a child—and onco n weusk a small pioge of meat,
from one to four ouneas, I have aeen distributed, or a salts
ad horring or two, which [ understand was somotimes sub-
aiituted,

1 know that Mr, W's alaves were heiter elothed than
many in the neighborhood whom 1 occasionally saw, and
1 have reason to believe, were beiter fod algo, ns 1 heard

it remark that many gave only half the rations which he

gave, I believe the slaves sometimes sufféred for want of
rl‘lllt.

the most resolute of the slaves oame to the door and siid;

One erening as 1 was sitting in the parlor, one of

“ Mastor, T am willing 10 work for you, but I want some-
thing to ent,”” "I'he only answer was, * Clear yourself.”
I learnt that the slaves on the plantation hiad been without
fuod all day beeause the man who was sent to mill eould
not obtain his grinding,  He went again the next doy and
obfained hix grist, but the slaves had no food until he re-
I know

I saw the

turned. e was obliged to go about five miles.
the slaves were sometimes severely whippods
hacks of several which had numerous scars, evidently can-
sed by long and deep lacerations of the whips and 1 have
good redgzon to believe that the slaves were generally in
that eondition, for U never saw the back of one exposed
which was not thus marked, and from their tatlered and
seanty clothing their backs were oflén éxposed, Trom
what I saw and heard snmong sluve-holders, I have reason
to believe that a promiscuous sexunl intercourse bolween
the white males and female slaves wias very common in-
deed, I should judge from my own ohservation that not
half the slaves wére nnmized blagks,™

The slave of the Sonth in ns good eireumstnnces, ax well
fed and clothed, ns contented and happy a4 the free laborer
of the North!

pluces with the slave of Virginia!!

Furmers of Vermont willing to exchange
Willing that your sis-
ters and your danghters should take the place of the female
slave!!!
WM, SCALES,
Lyndon, Jan. 19, 1839,
From The Friend of Man.

SPEECH OF ALVAN STEWART, Esq.,
Before the Vermont Legislative Committee,
(Concluded.}

DISTRICT OF COLUNBIA.

May it please the Honorabte Committee.

We will now look at slavery, in the District of
Columbia, This district has been a sort of ma-
nagery, in which the grand experiment has
boen tried for thirg-eight years, by the consent of
the nation, to see whether men can be converted
into heasts, or things, by putting them into the
samo legal scale, nunexing the same legal conse-
quences to their nets, except where eruelty is to
be practised; there the punishments would, from
their variety, and rigour, assume that the offend-
ers were above men, yen, the compeers of angels.

One would think the 200 years of slavery and
debasement, on this continent, of man, in the sha pe
of a slave, was a period of sufficient length, 1o
settle the question, whether slaves could be learn-
ed to walk on all fours, like the beasts, or not.—
But no, the grandeur of his celestial descent, his
heavenly lineage, the capital of mind the slave re-

ceives direct from God, will forever make an im-
pnssionable gulph, between this noble, though a-
bused immartal, and the beasts which perish.

To suppose it necessary to make a parade of
canstitutionnl learning, to convince any man, who
feels and acknowleldges the common import of
words and sentences, is to suppose that nothing
ean be made certain in the English language.

It is clearly expressed in the Constitution of the
U. 8. that Congress has power, given by the Con-
stitition, to "fr;_-ir~|:11|_' in all cases whatever, over
the District of Columbin,” and therefore has a
right to abolish slavery; the same right that it had
to establish it, because that Congress adopted it,
und therefore haz a right to abrogate it. To say
that Congress has not the power toabolish slavery
in the District, is o erume against the English lan-
guage,ns well ns our common humanity., The
langiiage is explicit beyond the most malignant
carpings of the most fiendish criticism. To say
it is contrary to the spirit of our Constitution, is
to suy that the preamble to the Constitution is
false, which says“it was ordained for the purpose
of establishing justive and Ziberty.” It isas clear
ns thoueh it had been written, “Congress shall
have power to abolish slavery in the District of
Columbia.” It is one of those cases where the
proposition is itself more clear, than any argu-
ment, L'\'illtrllrl:‘ or illustration assumed as true, can
make it.  “Clarjus luee;” more clear than light,
as the Roman orator once =aid. Whoever un-
dertakes, by other arguments than the text of the
Constitution itself; 1o make it appear that Con-
gress has, and should exercise the abolition pow-
er it possesses, for the benefit of 7000 persons,
would make the question more doubtful by words,
and might as well undertake to prove the exist-
ence of the sun, by his light reflected from the
moon, rather than by his own shining in all the
glories of noon.

But many will assert it inexpedient to abolish
slavery in the District of Columbia, becanse the
slaveholder is opposed to it.

Shall we wait till the slaveholder is willing,
where the nation has the power? Shall we re-
verse the first principles of our government, and
allow the minority to rule, and commit crime,
when the mujority should rale, and must be res.
ponsible for all the wrong and misery which they
inve power to prevent ?

Is the friendship of wicked men and slavehald-
ers more important to a majority of the nation
than an approving conscience, which is the voice
of God, and the opinion of good men all round
the world? 1f the free states refuse (having the
wower as they really possess it) to abolish slavery
in the District of Columbia, it becomes, truly, the
sin of the Naorth, of the free stales, and on us rests
the responsibility of every pain of mind or hody,
which may be endured by these 7000 slaves, which
they “'O!.lfstl not suffer, were they free; yea, more,
the Horrid countenance we seem to lend to the
slaveholiers, in the states, where they as states,
claim to have the only power to abolish slavery.,
Yes, slavery may put forth a very plausible de-
fense of the system, by saying that the North,
without p:'uﬁl' from slavery, permit it to exisi,
when they have power to abolish it, therefore,
they of the North can not cousider slaveholding
vory wrong, or they would abolish it, where they
have the odium of 18 existence, without the prof-
it of its continuance. Gentlemen of the commit-
tee, wa now come to the legislature of Vermont,
aslcing it with great respect, to embody and ex-
press to Congress the desire of this sovereign
state, that slavery should be iimmedintely and for-
ever abolished in the District of Columbia. Your
citizens of this state, have besought you by their
petitions on this subject to lend suffering human-

ity a helping hand.

The peculiar posture of affairs In the present
Congress scems 1o invite the gthies o come for-
ward in their highest legislative capacity, und res-
cue the Conditetion of our common country from
the most gross vivlations; violations for which ev-
ery patriot should tremble for the perpetvity of
our blood-boughit likertics. The eitizens bl Ver-
mont, as well us those of the other Y= states,
have sent thousands and tens of thousands of pe-
titions to Congress, praying for the abolition of
slavery in the disteict of Colimbia, and the inter-
nal slavetrade and for kindred objects; all of which
in the past year, have been laid npon the mhle,
vuread, unreferred, unprinted, undebated, and un-
considered,

Thus have the members of Congress, from the
free states, bowed themselves lower, in base sob-
tunission, to the footstool of slavery, than on all
other propositions ever before united.  But the
northern members, who voted the Patton gag, be-
fore they got solow, they had to grope  their way
down on a ladder of perjurys  There was no ath-
er invention; by which they could have debased
themselyes, and found [or themselves so abiject a
Ihni!:I. “It was only by jumping the life to come."

The Constintion has seenred the vternal and
heaven-descended right of petition 1 the people
of this country, not that the eonstitution gave or
conferrad this vight, no sirs, it barely spoks a-
gainst 115 Yiolation, it threw its pm\'f-rifll arms out
in defense of this vight, coeval with man.  Bui
these members of  Congress, whoe voted for the
resolution of the 21st December, 1887, 1o lay the
petitions ol the free menwand women of the North
on the wble, unread, unconsidered, and vunprivted,
must stand on the page of history in all coming
time as the assassins, yes, the perjured assossins
of their country’s reputation, for the infamous
purpose of upholding slavery in the capital of the
nation, and the slavetrade between the states, in
its most dinbolical form, which this world has ev-
er seen, in the long range of 600 vears,

The regicides of Chatles the First, many of
them perished at home on the seaffolid, others died
of misery and want in foreign lands, the objects
of the world’s contempt and scorn,for having tried,
condemned, and executed their sovereizm. These
regicides alleged, they destroyed the king, and
broke throungh the Constitution of Boeland, in vin-
dicution of humanity outrged, and for the deliv-
ery of liberty from chains,  But how mneh great-
er Judgment should be awarded agninst these
members of Congress, who on the 21st December,
1537, Inid theie sacrilegions, polluted hands upon
the written Constitution of their country, ulter
they had solemnly sworn by the retributions of
the eternal judgment, to maintain its provisions ;
then to turn round and vielate that Constitution,
not as the regicides did w aid human liberty. bat
for the malignant purpose of transfixing liberty 1o
u cross, and make hey expire in her own tvlﬁ;ﬂv.
as a mark of open shame? Belore these consti-
tutioncides could withholl the consideration of the
wretched slave’s ease, they had o walk over the
dead body of the Constitution of their country.

This generation is so overcome with the be-
wildering ery raised against the abolitionists in be-
half of the southern rights, that they have not
yet opened their eyes and ears to the greatest
erimes which have ever been committed on this
continent ; and those crimes, to add to their ma-
lignity, have been committed under the forms of
the Constitution,

But when twuth shall winmph over delusion
and the fanaticism of a mistaken and slavery-rid-
den age, then shall some philosophic Hume, in
the next century review the distressing transac-
tions ; of this then will the 215t Decomber 1837,
be reckoned the most gloomy and disastrousjday,
which has distinguished the annals of this nation.
Il the 4th July, 1776 be a day standing pre-emi-
nent for the grandeur of those prineiples wlhich
we then adopted, the 21st December, 1537, may |
stand as an Inauspicions contrast; if the former|
was the birth of American liberty, the latter ap-
penrs like its funeral.

Behold the mongtrous erime committed by the
majority of the House of Representatives of the
United States, as each member !‘l??‘l‘!(}llll(‘.[] Yaye"
to the famons or rather dnfumons resolution of
Paton of Virginia, of the 21st December, 1837.
This resolution was passed under the tornequet of
the previous question, or strangled debute.  The
previous question according to parlismentary law,
isintended to put an end to a useless and protrac-
ted debate, afterfall have been heard, und the ques-
tion viewed, in all those shapes and forms through
full and free discussion, in which they may wish
to present it.  Then if garrulons and prating
members are disposed to wear out the patience of
the House, nud waste its time, the previous ques-
tionmay be moved, which puts an end to the pro-
tracted and exhausted debate.  But here the most
important question, which ever came before a de-
libetative hody of men, was taken before n word
of debate under the call or motion for the previ-
ous question, by which the House of Representa-
tives agreed that all petitions, on the subject of sla-
very, unread and unconsidered should lie upon the
table.

Behold five erimes committed by each member
who said “aye" to thisresolution, in the sume
hreath. lst., The Constitution was violated on
the subjectof petition ; 2d, The previous question
was prostitu lcrI 1o an object diametrically opposite
to that for which it was intended, by which the
members opposed to the Patton resolution (which
was:a violation of the Constitution,) were con-
strained to give a silent vote against a mighty in-
{raction of the Constitution, without heing able to
speak n single word to beseech the House, not to
take this most fatal and unconstitutional leap. 3d,
The members who said “aye” committed perjury,
for they violated that Constitution which they had
sworn to support, 4th, There was= 4 specinl inhu-
manity, amounting to a hideous offence, in refus-
ing to inquire into the condition of two and a half
millions of slaves, or any part of them, or the
luws by which they were deprived of the inesti-
mable boon of liberty. &th, There was moral
treason committed against white and black, bond |
and free, every man, woman and child in the re-
mablic, in violating their rights, their liberties, their
wmanity struck down through the sides of the
constitution ; yes it was high treason ngninst the

o all the ]l[‘t.‘t'iullh |I|:|r~.!.~¢ of man! \-\'ﬁ_. Lietore
this ligh deeree, the slave and the frecman, the
sovereyn state, and ah American Congress, all a-
like, stoud specchless.  "I'his was despotism in its
most salemn form; which orders the vietim to be
silent, which itinends for sacrifice.  1f the vietim,
jhe Constitution, conld have sjpoken through its
friends, and plead against her own  violution, her
lirightest jewel would not have been favished from
her in siletivs,

Open the black abd Ir!utn,'-l;.' pages of despotism,
recorded in the annals of past ages; and let us see
whether ever in one day, Nero, Caligtta;, Domi-
tian, Dionysius, Aurelian,Bazaze!, Robespierre, and
Bounapnrte, these fluils of Almighty God, did roll
back the car frighted with the most precious inter-
ests and hopes of man, a2 farinto the night of
livrbarism and blood as these members of (_':jugl't-ss.
who, on the 21st December, 1537, said “aye™ to
the Pawon slave resolution, i

The amozing cviminality of this transaction ap-
pears more dréadiul, when it is considered that this
resolution harred the only avenue of the wretched
slaves, or their Iriends, to the Distiict of Colum-
bin, and denied all aceess to the slave  territories, |
it cut off” the hopes of the humane from the hope
of abolishing the internal slavetade, and iniplied-
lv forbid our protesting against the annexation of
that stranded mass of villians, the cullings of the
world’s prisons, Texas.

The very reason urged by the South for her
eounting five of her slaves the same as three of
our citizens was, that it might form a counterpoise
to thal potver, given by the Constitution to Con-
gress, “to regnlate foreirh commerce, commerce
between the states and the Indign tribes.”  The
South contending that the North, only belng in-
terested in commerce, wonld regulate lrt to the in-
Jury of the South, whether foreign or  domestic,
and thet the South must have an additienal num-
ber of repreésentatives, in Congress, I_'-j.' counting
their .‘iil\l':-, to countervail the action of the North
on questions of foreign and internal commerce,

Under the power to regalate foreizn commerce,
we dbolished the old African  slwvetrave. Under
the power to regulate internal commerce between
the states, we petition Congress to aholish the in-
ternal slavetende botween the sates.  Now the
South denies that Conpress has the constitutional
power to regulate commerce between the states, so
us to confine the slaves to the stutes, where they
now are.  Yes, alter we have purchased this prm:'--
er 80 dearly of the South, (which gives the Sofith
twenty eight additionsil mewmbers) we now find the
South denying its very existence ;in fact, the very
consideration money; if [ may so speak, for the
privilege of counting five sluvez as three [ree pm--'
sons, is denied.

Why do the South deny it?  Bacause it is the
great door to the slave Bastile, Teft in the side of
the constittitionanl tomple, which, wher we have
power to nbolish it in 1]11- District of Columbia, we
shall have, the same day, power o enact a law,
that no slave shall be tnken o Yemoved, or ol
from one state 1o another, under the penalty of
perpetnal imprisonment or death, What is 1o be
the effect of sich n law on slavery?  TFirst, to
conline the slaves o the states, where they are on
the day of the enectment of the law. ‘The state |
of Maryland, Virgitiin, Kentucky, Tennessee, and
the western parts of the Carolinas have, for twen-
Ly years past, maintained themselves by selling
their surplus slaves to the states of Georgia, Al-
abama, Louisiana, Mississippt and Arkunsas, and
not by selling the productions of slaves, hut by
selling slaves themselves, as the great article of
comitigrce 1o the great cotton and sugar districts
of the fur South. Now if these slave growine
states, in the north end of the slive section of

What monosyllable ever pronounced by man Byl more than all the horeore Sekiich belonged to thid
any day, inany place, was so big with destroction {bloody comimetee on the African shbre,

'ilh" bloody ?"hl\".' consts of th(_» (.}ﬂlnhill. nln’
Nenegnl of Alvica, were tansferved 10 the Poto-
maoe, the James, the Pedee, Copper and  Ashley
and the Savannah rivers, Washington, Gtrurge..
town, Alexandria, Richmond, Charleston and Bis
vinnah were the marts of blood, where thtss hu-
man being contracts were made, whete wives and
husbands, parents and children wefe totn asunder,
und uttered the frightful shiriek and frewell of
despair.  Yes, these towns have been the grand
slaughter house of the holiest of the human ties.
When inquest shall be made for blood, well might
these Chorazing, these Sodoms and Gomorrahs
cry for the Alleghanies to fall on them, and hide
thein from the ncensing chosts of ruliied and thrice
muidered fitmilies!  This trade in slaves on tlig
high seas, or on the const of Africa, American luw
and American humanity has pronounced the
erime which man can commit against man, and
has declured its horrid perpetrators, pirites, and
punishable with death. Oh! horrible inconsis-
That which is piracy 8000 miles off} by
our laws beconies, by the same lawzivers and a
part of the same t‘.l‘}t{t: when transacted at home
in our own sight, so far from being the highest of
human offences, it becomes respectable business,
not inconsistent with the duties of private ciii-
zens, a judge; a President of the United States, o
member of any df the Clhristian churches, yea,
a minister in thosd churches; sdch & mighty
change takes place inthe critninal cade of the UuP—
ted States by satling throngh some 40 degrees of
longitude, from the coast of Africa to the capital
of the United States at Washington.

Georgia and South Carolina threatened theif
gister states that they would not comé into the
Union, unless the Constitution  of the United
States puarantied the continuance of the old Af
rican sldvetrade twventy yenrs after the adoption
of the Conm¥iution, becatst, they alledged they
could purchase slnves direct from Africa, or catch
them in Afvica, for balf the sum they would have
to pay the old states of Virginia and Maryland
for slives ; and these states further urgadithat they
would not ecome into the Union, unless the free
states would consent to Tn‘.cnn‘mIcir_llmppf-rs anil
cateh the fugitives slavey for them, when they ran
into the free siates. For as lim}' had run the
lives down in Afrvica, and gonferred S0 great a
blessing on the eountry by bringing them over,
therefore, to encournge the South in its landabla
undertakings, the South insisted that the Nortly
or free states were to actthe part of shepherds'
dogs to scare, catch and return their wandering
flocks, when they came into the "northern parts of
the land.  So these chivalrous states insisted on
three finints as “sine qua nons!"  1st. The Afri-
can slave trade should be extended twenty years,
2d.  That the free states sbould deliver up fugi-
tive slavest and 3d.  That they should count, for
the basis of congressional representation, five of
their slaves the saine as three of our citizens.—
Before the adoption of the Constitution, a con-
stant system of theatening was kept up, that un-
less nll the humunity in the world was violated,
t]lf‘:,' would not come into the !'mlﬁ‘d(‘l‘:lt‘)': and
now the ery is that unléss ¥e permit these same
states 1o be considared honoralile pirates, they will
go out of the Union. It has always been held
over our heads, in terrorem, first; that they would
hot come in; and now that they are in, that they
would not stay in. And so, these chivalrous
states have kept the North holding itd lreath, ocs
castonally having conniption fits, lest the chival-
tous human-flesh importers should become enrg-
el at our northern maxims, contained in the Dee-
laration of Independence, that they would run
out of the Union down some steep place, and get
choaked in the sea.

This natlon will, in a short time, be divided in-

tency !

the country, were uneble to sell slaves, the master
and slave could not live tomether; the slaves of|
Maryland and Virginia would ent up their mas-
ters, and the masters must emancipate in selfede-
fence, 10 save themselves from desirgetion.  A-
gain, the states of Alabama, Louisiana, Mississip-
pi and others, if they could not import laves from
the north end of the slave recion, there is such
havoe annually by death, umong the slaves of the
great plunters, by the unhealthiness of the elimate
and the eruel trentment of overseera, than in less
than seven years, if no slave contld be imnported,
into these southern regions, one half of the plant-
ations would lie uncultivated for want of slaves,
This power, to regulate commerce between the
siates, is one of the mighty powers of the eonfeds
eracy which has lain hitherto, in a great decree,
dormant, althe’ purchused atsuch a cruel and bit-
ter expense, now amounting to twenty-eight mem-
bers of Congress; yet itmay,if properly wielded,
hecome the great battering ram 1o knock down the
fortifications of slavery. The power to regulate
foreign eommerce was the battle-axe with which
we sundered the neck of the old African slaves
trade, in six successive cuts, of Congress, enacs
ted nt different petiods from 1508 o 1824,
Let no one say that the word “regulate,” as us-
ed in the Constitution, may not mean to alter,
change, destroy, abolish, or annihilate.  That
fuestion has been settled in favor of the above
definitions by every department of the government,
by both Hotizes of Copgress, the President, ves,
and severul times by the Supreme Court of the
United States. These questions of “regulation”
under the Constitution, have been up for consid-
eration, by our Senale, in furming treaties of
peace ; declarations of war by Congress, embar-
goes, non-intercourse acts—this word “to regulate’
foreign commerce, and commerce between the
states, has drawn forth an immense amount of in-
genious reasoning to restrict the word in its mean-
ing, but the Supreme Court of the United States,
ns well as the other departinents of government,
have declared that Congress have power to anni-
hilate and destroy any branch of commerce, for
this is one mode of regulating it. if Congress in
their wisdom see fit to adoptit.  The ubolition of
the old African slavetrade had no constitutional
atthority for its exercise, except what was derived
from the Constitution, which confers on Congress
the power to regulate foreign commerce. The
regulation Congress adopted was the utter aboli-
tion and annihilation of the tmde.

age, the humanity of this 10h centiry, tind the

everlasting commands of the great Jehovali,

By the aholition of the African slavetrade, the
internal slavetrade sprong up in this country, with|

to two great parties which will swallow all others
up, to wit: an anti<slavery one on one side, and
a pro-slavery ane on the othet; the first holding
that all men are created equal § and, that labor is
honomable in all; and liberty the tight of all;
while the latter or pro-slavery party holds that
one portion of the country is born to be slaves to
the other: and that labor 1s dishonarable, and a
hadge of meanness, and a kindred principle with
slavery.

The liberty-loving, labor-honoring party ; the
slave-holding, labor-despising party==to this corn-
plexion the people of thiscouniry must come at
last. This u'|]| be the grand division between
the political parties of this country.

Yo men and women of Vermont, T know [
need not ply you with argiments, to show which
side of this important alternative you should es-
p{)t'.‘"['-

You have always been on the side of humanity
and justice in this great question of slavery. Ev-
ery thing lere teaches you liberty ; these rocks
and hills, these inexorable winters,—all command
vou as from ahove, be industrious, laborious, fru-
onl, and just.  Your position and soil are perpet-
ual guaranties that you will be industrious, that
labor must be considered honorable ; where these
things exist men will love liberty and hate slavery,
or history is n liar and experience without instrucs
tion.

EXPEDIENCY.

Our fathers have left us one of the most in+
stinetive lessons ever given to mankind, showing
she folly of expedicucy; and, its  wickedness
when adopted by a nation, in opposition to the
plain command of God, and the dictates of hu-
manity, and the sober counsels of exact justice,

{1t may not be unprofitable to_glance at some of

these governmental gales of expediency, into
which our futhers and the present generatioii of
public men have been betrayed, under the notion
that present expediency required ve, as a nation,
to use it to commit crimes, at which, asindividuals
we should shudder. At the time of the Declaras
tionof Independence, the nation wus like the
great deep at the time of the fload, broken up
from its foundations, and casting off’ the allegiance
that hound us to the British empire. Society was
resolved in this republicioto its original elements,
3,000,000 being the entite population ; 500,000,
or one sixth of whom had been, and were held
ns sloves,

All men must have seen by our Dhoclaration of
Independence, and almost every state paper, all
comgressional resolutions, manilestoea, petitions;




