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Real estate, in all the free islands, has wonderfulFrom the Pennsylvania Freemnn.

A Voice from the Grave.

- " ' Great Fire in OgdensburgU.
The Times and Advertiser of the 17th inst.,

contains an account of an extensive conflagration
on the night of the 16th, by which about one-ha- lf

of the business shops of the village of Ogdens-burg- h

(somewhat larger than Montpelier) were de-

stroyed. " The fire originated in the barn and
sheds attached to the building formerly known as
the Ogdensburgh Hotel, and burst out with such
fearful rapidity that the buildings on both corners of
Ford and Isabella streets were in flames in a few
minutes. It extended itself from thence through
the whole block on both 6ides of Ford st., and into
State st. to, and including the Bank, and up and
down Isabella st. from the place of its origin."

Among the sufferers are Mr. John M. Tiilot-so- n,

printer of the Republican, whose establish-me- nt

is entirely destroyed. The office of S. B..

Seely, Esq. town clerk, was consumed, including;
all the town files and records.

The Times says,
The loss is entirely unknown. It must be large

in amount, though the stock of goods in the build-
ings was comparatively small, as the merchants
had reduced their goods very low and had hot ed

their spring stock.
This morning the remains of a human being

was discovered on the ground where the barn of
Hamilton Stewart stood, supposed to be Peter
Lansing. It is presumed that he must have gone
into the barn and laid down in a state of intoxica-
tion, as the fire did not communicate to the build-
ing in which he must have been, till an hour or
more after the alarm.

Mr. Buck, who kept the stable where the fire
broke out, lost 3i'x horses and Aaron Lyon one.

As to the origin of this fire, nothing is known
to justify any conclusion. An investigation will
undoubtedly be instituted to throw all the light up-
on the subject which can be obtained: until then,
it is prudent to suspend opinions.

mon to all who are interested in the object. Nor
is it one of the least pleasing results of this move-
ment in the cause of human happiness, that it
brings together, in affection and active labor, th
friends of Christ, without distinction of sect. No
other cause is doing so much for Christian union.

Lorn. Observer,
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Southern TestimonySilk CultureSlavery
A valued friend has kindly permitted us to copy

for our readers the following extract from a letter
written by a highly respectable gentleman residing
on the southern border of Pennsylvania, and who
has amnle opportunities to mark the progress of111 w

events in the adjacent slave states. The slave

holder, whose opinion is quoted as to the prospec

tive effect of the silk culture upon the slave inter-

est, is bv no rheans alone in his conjectures. Time
will tell whether the introduction of the silk busi

ness is not to form an era as latal to slavery as

the discovery of Whitney's cotton-gi- n was auspi

cious. "

The reader will not fail to mark the confession
from the lips of a Kentucky slaveholder, that the
abolitionists ' are beginning to make us slavehol

ders believe, that the accursed thing slavery

should be, and will be, done away.' The letter
bears date,

" New Brighton, 1st mo. 3d, 1S39.
One word about the silk business. Are you do

ing anything at it m Vermont? the people in
this country are doing much, and are determined

to make it a great business. I am a little con
cerned in it, with a young man. We shall plant
about four acres to the Moius Multicaulus, and
shall feed from 15,000 to 20,000 worms this sum
mer, just to get introduced into the business. It
is believed by the best informed, that it will in a

great measure supersede t!e cotton business of the
south that one acre of Morxis Multicaulus may
le made to produce more profit than ten acres of
cotton. A slaveholder told me the other day,
when going down the river, that he believed it
would undermine the whole slave system, for he
said it required so little labor to produce a large
income, and hence it would destroy the demand
for slaves, and owners would find it for their inter-

est to divide the profits with their people, rather
than keep them on hand at their own expense.
"But," said he, "if nothing more, it will work a
great change in their condition, for no way that
we can fix it will it be so oppressive and laborious
as any other kind of business ; and I trust you
and I may see the day that the accursed thing is

done away for already you are beginning to
make us believe that it should be done, and will
be done, but ive had rather it would be brought ut

by silk than northern interference."
These Kentuckians are an open, frank and can-

did set of fellows. I love to talk with them, they
do it so good-naturedl- y. I believe that that state
will be the first to lead the way in the abolition
of slavery. Should they do it, the Key-Ston- e of
the arch will be destroyed. 1 perceive that other
states are looking towards them with trembliner.
Having much opporiunity to converse with men
of first standing on the subject, I believe that the
Kentuckians are thinking very seriously on the
subject, with a view that it must come to an end
in that state before long."

An Important Document.
We have laid by, for early insertion in our col

nms, a very able address " To the Manufacturers,
Mechanics and Laborers of the United States,
presented at the late anti-slave- convention in the
city of New York. It is from the pen of a prao
tical mechanic, and presents some new and soul
stirring views of slavery, especially as to its bear
ings upon Northern Industry.

The community have, hitherto, been called to
consider the Slavery Question chiefly in its mor-

al, religious, and political aspects. As a mere
question of Economy, it has received compara
tively, little attention. To the christian, indeed,
the evidence which proves slavery a guilty system,
at the same time demonstrates its bad economy.
But nothing so effectually dispels doubt as an ar-

ray of facts and figures. The most skeptical will

bow to these, more especially if his unbelief is

helped by the prospect of gain. The West India
experiment demonstrates- - this. The abolitition- -

ists of England almost held their breath at the
great transition from slavery to freedom on the
memorable first of August, '34. The experiment
was by no means cleared of doubt in the minds of
the British public who had stood aloof from the
cause of freedom, until nearly two years of blood

less liberty had been enjoyed. The official re-

port of Lord Sligo was at length sent up to Par- -

iament, exhibiting in a tabular form, the amount
of staple productions in two years preceding the
emancipation, compared with the results of two
years after. The conclusion was, that, in the
amount of staples produced in the two periods, a
balance was shown in favor of free labor, ranging
from 25 to 50 per cent. It was shown, also, that
the difference between paid and unpaid labor was
as three to five. Three free men were at least
equal to five slaves. These revelations of 1S36
came down upon pro-slave- false prophets like a
thunder-cla- p in a clear sky. More recent devel- -

opements, equally entitled to credence, have for-

ever solved the problem in favor of free labor.

you "will not lessen its stock of sound disposition,
by withdrawing your portion from the mass that
on the contrary, you will come forward in the
public councils, become a missionary of this doc-

trine, truly Christian, insinuate and inculcate it

softly but stendily through the medium of writing
and conversation, associate others in your labors,
and when you have the phalanx formed, bring on
and press the proposition perseveringly, until its
accomplishment. It is an encouraging observa-
tion, that no good measure was ever proposed,
which, if duly pursued, failed to prevail in the
end. VVe have proof of this in the history of
the endeavors in the British Parliament to sup-

press that very trade which brought this evil up-
on us. And you will be supported by the reli-

gious precept,' be not weary of well doing.' That
your success may be as speedy and complete as
it will be of honorable and immortal consolation
to yourself, I shall as fervently and sincerely pray,
as 1 assure you ol my greatest friendship and
respect. Thomas Jefferson.

Charles Hammond, Esq., the gentleman met
tioned in the annexed article from the Cincinnati
Philanthropist, is the editor of the Cincinnati Ga
zette, and one of the ablest writers in the Missis
sippi Valley.

A New Move.
DC7"Mr. Hammond thinks that Martin Van Bu

ren is availing himself of Colonization, to divide
the Whig party, and thus promote his own re-el-

tion. He notices the lact, that about the time the
Atherton movement was effected, colonization was
resuscitated, and the labors of its agents directed
just in those places, where the action must lead to
VV hig discord. Among other circumstances, lead
ing him to this conclusion, he mentions a lette
written by Samuel Wilkinson, general agent of
tho American Colonization society, to Charles
Antony, president of the Clark county Col. isoc.
This letter, in the language of Mr. Hammond, is
one of authority. It avows that the society has
directed its efforts against the ' strong holds of
abolition.' But the circumstance on which Mr.
Hammond relies is the fact, that the society has
just received aid from the general government.
Ihis information is communicated in the follow
ing extract from the letter of Mr. Wilkinson :

"I ought here to inform you, that the govern'
ment of the United States, has come to our aid,
by furnishing cannon, small arms, both muskets.
pistols, swords, and rockets, and an abundant sup
ply of ammunition, and two fine boats ; also made
our governor their agent for recaptured Africans,
at a salary of fifteen hundred dollars a year, which
is so much money bestowed on the society. And
I confidently believe, that a ship of war will be
sent to the sea coast of Africa to suppress the
lave trade.

This certainly indicates a change in the policy
of our government ; for hitherto it has maintain
ed a neutral attitude in relation to the society.
Mr. Hammond significantly asks ' Has President
Van Buren changed the policy of the government
without object? Uut, it is asked, for what oh
jectf lo aid the society in making movements
where Whig discord may probably be generated.'

We give these suggestions for what they are
worth. We express no opinion with regard to
them. One thing1, however, is clearly manifest.
from the facts noticed by Mr. Hammond, the aid
tnus grantea oy tne government to tne society is
another move of Martin Van Buren to please the
couth. As to the fact, that aid from this quarter
has been given, there can be no doubt.. In the
African Repository, we have the following official
statement:

" And we deem it a most favorable Providence,
that Governor Buchanan has been enabled, by the
very liberal policy adopted by the head of the Navy
Department in relation to the African Colonies, to
carry out a lull supply of common, small arms,
ammunition and boats. Thus supplied and with
the control of a ship, the Governor will be able to
give immediate relief to any settlement that may
be menaced; and as he is known'and beloved by
the head men and Kings in the vicinity of our
colonies, we doubt not he will be able soon to set
tle all difficulties. And when the Colonies are
organized under one government, their power of

efence will be much increased, and their power
more courted by the native Kings. But what will
give entire security to our colonies, is an armed
vessel which the Government is about sending to
cruise on the coast of Africa, for the protection of
our trade ; and, when there, no doubt it wi en- -
force the laws for the suppression of the slave- -

trade only for which the natives would engage
in peaceful avocations."

Monthly Concert of Prayer for the Slaves.
This interesting season is observed in manv

places by Christian abolitionists on the last Monday
evening of every month. It ought to be observeu
wherever there are two or three to claim the prom-
ise of Christ to those who meet together in his
name. This is evident from the following rea
sons.

1: Prayer is admirably adapted to imnart to
abolitionists and to cherish in them, the benevolent
and devoted spirit of their Divine Master: the
want of which must expose them, in the midst of
their numberless provocations, to treat their oppo-
nents unkindly, besides enfeebling all their ex
ertions.

2. Prayer is necessary to secure the blessinc
of Providence on our measures ; to guide our ef
forts and crown them with success. He in whose
hand is the king's heart, and who turneth it whith
ersoever He will, is able to give a happy termina
tion to our Jabors ; and no doubt He will do so.
n the fulfilment of his promise, if we present to

Him the prayers of a penitent people.
o. A monthly concert for the slaves will brine

together, at least once a month, the Chrstian aboli
tionists of the land, in their respective places of
residence ; and afford them an opportunity, not
only to pray, but to communicate information, and
to CleVlSe D ans for tP. nrnmnllnn nf ttin ranso

. . .4. JVl ine monthly concert fnr thp rnnvprsinn nf
the world, in which for the present the cause of

i amvc uugiu 10 De made prominent, this is in
some places an. interdicted subject, or admitted un-
der such restrictions, as almost to destroy the spirit
of devotion. The abolition of slavery ought to be
a subject of such general, united and intense in-

terest to all Christians, as to preclude the necessity
of a destinct monthly concert on the subject. In
some churches this is probably the case at the pres-
ent time.

5. It is an interesting feature in the anti-slave- ry

enterprise, that it interests the hearts of Chris-
tians of all denominations. They require there-
fore a time and place for prayer and mutual com-
munication of sentiments and information, com- -

ly advanced, especially in Antigua. The price
of fixed estate, in all civilized communities, is the
great standard of value. The simultaneous rise
of real estate in a community is the best possible
evidence of the vigorous and advancing condition
of all the leading interests. When we are told

that real estate in Antigua has advanced from 60
to 75 per cent, since emancipation, we are left
without any assignable cause for this change, save
the act of emancipation. A single fact like this,
well authenticated, is fitted to rouse any people.

It is like demonstration on a blackboard. The
public thanks are due to the New York Mechan-

ic for his matter-of-fa- ct address. We hope it will

be read by every workingman in the land.

Church Action.
The annual meeting of the General Assembly

of the Presbyterian Church is to be holden in

Philadelphia about the 20th of May. The recent

proceedings in several Presbyteries render it proh

able, if not certain, that the slavery question will

be brought up, under circumstances favorable to a

full discussion. The Philanthropist states that at

a recent meeting of the Cincinnati Presbytery a

committee of three, two of them abolitionists, was

appointed to prepare resolutions on the subject of

slavery. A preamble, with resolutions was ac

cordingly reported, recognizing the sinfulness of

the slaveholding relation, and calling on the Gen

eral Assembly for immediate action in regard to it,

It is further stated, that Dr. Beecher did not think

the resolutions as reported strong enough, and

moved some substitutes, much more emphatic in

their reprobation of slavery, which were unanim

ously adopted. Should Dr. Beecher follow up

his resolutions by a faithful advocacy of the claims

of the slave in the General Assembly, his voice

will be heard by the whole nation. There will

be other strong men in that body, who will not

miss any fitting occasion to lift up their voice for

the oppressed and outcast slave.

Reports. We are happy in acknowledging

the receipt, in neat pamphlet form, of the seventh

Annual Report of the Massachusetts Anti-Slaver- y

Society, and, also, the fourth Annual Report of

the Maine Anti-Slave- ry Society. The former is

from the powerful pen of Mr. Garrison: the lat-

ter is understood to be the production of Professor

Smyth. We have already copied a choice ex-

tract from the Massachusetts report, and shall try
to find room for a portion of thejother. The

Maine Report examines the subject of political ac-

tion with candor and ability, and we have been
well entertained in the perusal of the whole docu
ment. Mr. Ichabod Codding has been employed
as General Agent of the Society since July last.

The committee express a high sense of the value

of his services. The circulation of the Advocate
of Freedom, the semi-month- ly organ of the State

Society, has been about 1600 copies, on an av

erage, during the year. It has been determined
to enlarge the paper, in order to meet the exigen
cies of the cause in the border state.

Juvenile Music. We were charmed at the old

Masonic Hall on Thursday afternoon. Mr. S.
S. Cheney's exhibition of his class of juvenile
songsters was worth seeing and hearing. It was
capital. We could not have believed, without
this demonstration, that 40 children, ranging in

age from 6 to 14, could, by dint of any system of
training, however skilfully applied, become such
adepts in the charming art, in the course of some
twenty hourly lessons. We have witnessed the
performances of juvenile choirs under the tuition
of Professor Mason ot Boston, and have been de
ngntea with the metody ot the sightless inmates
oi uv. nowe s institution lor tne Blind ; but we
confess thatj the forty masters and misses under
the direction of Mr. Cheney, exhibited a degree
of proficiency beyond them all.

Mr. Cheney is rendering a signal service to
the community in the way of his profession, and
we trust he may not fail to receive a measure of
patronage equal to his merits as a teacher of mu
sic. Mr. C, as well as his brother, have for some
time past been teaching large classes, in this place,
of a higher grade, and with very good success.

A good beginning. The Secretary of Calais
Anti-Slave- ry Society reports the numbers of their
Society, as follows : male members, 28, females,
16, total 44. If, in a righteous cause, ' one shall

.-- i .i j icuase a uiousana ana iwo put ten thousand to
flight,' we have no ground of discouragement. In
a physical conflict, a small minority appears im-

potent ; in the grapple of truth and error, the bat-

tle is not to the strong nor the race to the swift.
The humblest individual in the wide world,' with
truth on his side, though standing alone, has an
assurance of victory. By the way, a large num
ber of the citizens of Calais are only waiting for
an opportunity to enrol themselves on the side of
impartial freedom.

Agents. Mr. Seely is still at work in Wash
ington countj', with good success. We hope to
have a statement of his progress from his own
hand, for our next. Col. Miller has just set off
on an anti-slave- circuit through Orange and
Windsor counties. By special invitation he will
attend a meeting of the Grafton County Society at
Lebanon, IN. H. next Tuesday (April 30,) and af-

terwards visit Old Windsor.

For the following letter, we beg to ask of our

readers an attentive perusal. It comes from a

nmv.r of the highest political authority from a

statesman, not a politician, and is addressed to a
rrpntleman whose name and sentiments are known
to the people of the United States generally we
refer to Edward Coles, late Governor of Illinois,
and who, being descended from one of the oldest
Virginia families, removed to the former state
where he liberated all his slaves, setting an exam-
ple as worthy of imitation as it was honorable to

himself. Governor Coles is an abolitionist ot tne
old Quaker school, who preach and practice and
whose example is more loud than their words. We
feel sure that the general circulation of this let
ter, when it is known to contain the sentiments of

Thos. Jefferson, a slaveholder, addressed to a

slave emancipator, Gov. Coles, will be calculated
to do much good.

Monticf.m.0, Aug. 25, 1814.

Dear Sir Your favor of July 31 was duly re
ceived. and was rend with peculiar pleasure. The
sentiments breathed through the whole, do honor
to both the head and the heart of the writer.
Mine on the subject of the slavery of negroes have
Ion" since been in possession ol tne public, and
time has only served to give them stronger root
The love of justice and the love of country plead
equally the cause of these people, and it is a mor-

tal reproach to us that they should have pleaded
it so long in vain, and should have produced not
a single effort, hay, I fear not much serious wil-

lingness to relieve them and ourselves from our
present condition of moral and political reproba
tion. From those of a former generation who
were in the fulness or age when 1 came into pub
lic life, which was while our controversy with Lng'
land was on paper only, I soon saw that nothing
was to be hoped. Nursed and educated in the
daily habit of seeing the degraded condition, both
bodily and mental, of those unfortunate beings,
not reflecting that that degradation was very much
the work of themselves and their fathers, few
minds had yet doubted but that they were as le
gitimate subjects of property as their horses or
cattle. The quiet and monotonous course of colo-

nial life had been disturbed by no alarm and little
reflection on the value of liberty ; and when alarm
was taken at an cnterprize of their own, it was
not easy to carry them the whole length of the
principles which they invoked for themselves. In
the first or second session of the legislature after
I became a member, I drew to this subject the at
tention of Col. Eland, one of the oldest, ablest
and most respected members, and he undertook
to move for certain moderate extensions of the
protection of the laws to these people. I second-
ed his motion, and, as a younger member, was
more spared in the debate; but he was denounc
ed as an enemy to his country, and was treated
with the greatest indecorum, rrom an early
stage of our revolution, other and more distant
duties were assigned to ine ; so that from that
time till my return from Europe in 17S9, and, I
may say, till I returned to reside at home in 1S09,
I had little opportunity of knowing the progress
of public sentiment here on this subject. I had
always hoped that the younger generation, receiv-
ing their early impressions after the flame of lib
erty had been kindled in every breast, and had
become, as it were, the vital spirit of every Amer
ican, that the generous temperament of youth, an- -

alagous to the motion of their blood and above the
suggestions of avarice, would have sympathized
with oppression, wherever found, and proved their
love of liberty beyond their own share of it. But
my intercourse with them since my return, has
not been sufficient to ascertain that they had
made towards this point the progress I had hop
ed. Your solitary but welcome voice is the first
which nas brought this sound to my ear, and 1

have considered the general silence which prevails
on this subject, as indicating an apathy unfavora
ble to every hope. Vet the hour of emancipation
is advancing in the march of time. It will come,
and whether brought on by the generous energv
of our own minds, or by the bloody process of
bt. Domingo, excited and conducted by the pow-

er of our present enemy, if once stationed perma-
nently within our country, and offering asylum
and arms to the oppressed, is a leaf of our histo-
ry not yet turned over. As to the method by
which this difficult work is to be effected, if per-
mitted to be done by ourselves, I have seen no
proposition so expedient on the whole, as that of
emancipation of those born alter a given day, and
of their education and expatriation at a proper
age. This would give time for a gradual extinc
tion of that species of labor and substitution of
another, and lessen the severity of the shock
which an operation so fundamental cannot fail to
produce. The idea of emancipating the whole
at once, the old as well as the young, and retain-
ing them here, is of those only who have not the
guide of either knowledge or experience on the
subject. For, men, probably of any color, but of
this color, we know, brought up from their infan-
cy without necessity for thought or forecast, are
by their habits rendered as incapable as children
of taking care of themselves, and are extinguish-
ed promptly wherever industry is necessary for
raising the young. In the mean time, they are
pests in society by their idleness and the depreda-
tions to which this leads them. Their amalga-
mation with the other color, produces a degrada-
tion to which no lover of his country, no lover of
excellence in the human character, can easily con-
sent. I am sensible of the partialities with which
you have looked towards me as the person who
should undertake this salutary but arduous work.
But this, my dear sir, is like bidding old Priam to
buckle on the armor of Hector, ' trementibus arvo
humoris et inutile ferrutneigne.' No, I have over-
lived the generation with which mutual labors and
perils begat mutual confidence' and influence.
This enterprise is for the young, for those who
can follow it up and bear it through to its con-
summation. 'It shall have nil my prayers, and
these arc the only weapons of an old man. But
in the mean time, are you right in abandoning
this property, and your country with it? 1 think

. not. My opinion has ever been, that until more
can bo done for them, we should endeavor with
those whom fortune has thrown on our hands, to
feed and clothe them well, protect them from ill
usage, require such reasonable labor as is perform-
ed voluntarily by freemen, and be led by no re-

pugnances to abdicate them, and our duties to
them. The laws do not permit us to turn them
loose, if that were for their good, and to commute
them for other property is to commit them to those
whose usage of them we cannot control. I hope
then, my dear sir, you will reconcile yourself to
your country and its unfortunate condition that

Dr. Beman, of Troy, N. Y. This distinguish-

ed divine, (who, if we mistake not, is a native of

Poultncy, Vt. and a graduate of Middlebury Col-

lege,) is at present in England, whither he has

gone in quest of health. He has a commission

to represent the American Anti-Slave- Society,
and is expected to attend a convention of aboli-

tionists from France, Great Britain, United States,

&c, to be held in London about the present time.
We have copied, from the N. Y. Evangelist, an
interesting letter from the Doctor, and shall proba-

bly give others from the same source, as they may
come to hand.

Another. The Vermont Argus, printed at
Middlebury, has commenced publishing Senator
Morris' Anti-Slaver- y speech. Who knows but
the Patriot will yet dare to follow the example of
the Globe and give the Ohio Democrat a place in
its columns?

OCT" We notice with pleasure that our brethren
in Pennsylvania, New Hampshire and Massachu-
setts have made arrangements to be well repre
sented at the approaching anniversary in New
York. Vermont expects every man to do his du
ty.

For the Voice of Freedom.
The Bible Cause.

In January last, the Corresponding Secretary
of the American Bible Society published a circu
lar in the N. Y. Observer and several other pa-

pers, in which he remarks, "Nearly ten years
have now elapsed since the American Bible Soci-

ety resolved, in connection with its local auxilia-

ries, to supply every destitute family in the coun-

try with a copy of the Holy Scriptures. Before
the close of three years this noble work was well
nigh accomplished, half a million of households
were thus put in possession of the sacred oracles.
Good, great good has resulted, as we have already
seen, though the extent of this good will never be
known until all men are gathered before Him who
has declared that his word shall not return unto
him void.' Since this general supply of the coun-

try, seven or eight years have passed by. A re-

examination of a few counties in the States of
Vermont, New York and Ohio, during the last

two years, has convinced the Managers of the Pa-

rent Society that an appalling destitution of the
Scriptures again prevails in almost every part of
the land. They feel a deep and anxious solicitude
that new investigations should be made in every
Stale and county, and that all our dwellings should
once more be furnished in some way with the
word of God. They are resolved to do their part
in effecting such a supply; and they beg leave to
urge upon the conductors of Auxiliary Societies
the importance of an early attention to the same.'

From an article recently published in the New
York Observer, it appears that " The Bible Soci-

ety of Cortland county, N. Y., by the aid of an
agent employed for four months, has caused every
family to be visited, 3,798 in number. Of these
families, 273, or one in 13, were found without a
Bible. This county was well supplied a few years
since. lo this important fact I would add three
or four others of similar import.

Oneida county, N. Y., was supplied in 1S28.
Four years afterwards, an agent found in 13 town.",
destitute families as follows : 20, 20, 40, 43, 49,
51, 53, 70, 90, 92, 105, 106, whole number 745.
In Grafton county, N. H., a few years
since, there were found 111 destitute families in 18
towns. In five towns in Cumberland countv. Me..
there were found 156 destitute families, as follows ;

20, 22, 24, 30, 60. These facts serve to show the
importance of continual efforts to keep the commu
nity supplied with the word of God. Many rati
scs are continually operating lo produce destitu- -


