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The Amistad.

The anxiously expected decision of the Cireuin
Court, upon. the guestions rnised by the habeas
corpus, wus pronounced }I'L‘Eilerdu_\‘ morning, in
the presence of as many persons as conld possibly
find place in the Court-rooin.
no one could
was listened to with deep and  profoundly silent
attention.
readers almost in tha ver
Judge who gave it,

DECISION OF JUDGE THOMPSON.

On the opening of the Cirenit Court, Monday,

September 23d, Judge Thompson gave his decie-

‘J.

words of the learned

ion with respect 1o the application of the prison-|

ers’ consul 10 have the Africans discharged under
the writ of habess corpus—and denied the motion,
He said the question before the Conrt was simply
agdo the jurisdiction of the Disirict Court over
the stbject matter. He regretted that the ecase
had not been held np for farther ecoasideration,
and.that he had se little opportunity to examine
the \.r'dl'iﬂlls im]’n)rl;\n[ (]Ili:ﬂliﬂl?ﬂ thut are involved
in it, with that thorongfiness and deliberation that
were desirable. He regretedihis the more as
the case is a very peculiar and complicated one.
It was one also _difficult 1o be understood by the
public, He could not be insensible to the fact
that the feelings of the community were deeply
involved in the question, and he feared there
might be misapprehension of the real questions 1o
be disposed of by the Court.—Itis possible, he
said, that there might be some misrepresentation.
He would therefore have preferred that time
shonld have been allowed for him to give a writ-
ten opinion. Butthe counsel have theught it
advisable, and he did not say it was not excusa-
hle, to call upon the Court to dispese of the case
aow, and he wascompelled, though mnch against
his wishes, to dispose of it in the best way he
counld,

The question to be decided nowds nol as to the
wlterior rights of either party—but it is whether
the District Court can take cognizance of the sub-
ject matter that grows out of thiscase, In order
to ascertain this, we mast recurto the laws of the
United States.  The case has been placed belore
the Court on the abstract right of heolding huinan
heings in bondage, or on the general guestion of
slavery. The Court is not ealled upon here to
determine this abstract question, It is snfficient
1a say that the constitution of the United States,
although the term slavery is not used, and the
lnws of the U. States do recognize the right
of ane man to have the control of the labor of an-
ather man,  The lnws of the country are found-
ol wpon this principle. They recognize this
lvind of right.—Whatever private motives the
Court may have, or whatever may be their feel-
i9gzs, on this subject, they are not to be brought
wito view in deciding upon this question. They
st give the sama ronstruction lo  the laws of
t9e fand, sitting in this State, as they would
were they sitting in Virginia. It is the province
and the duty of the Court to determine what the
s ave, and not what it might be desirable they
should be. My feelings, said Judge Thompson,
are personally as abhorrent to the system of sla-
very as those of any man here, but [ must on my
nath, pronounce what the laws are on this subject.
‘v'he true question, then, is as to the law, and not
a3 to any of the questions involved in the case.
‘The simple question to determine is  as to the
right of the District Court of Connecticut to take
cognizance of the matter.

Under the laws of the United States all seiz-
ures in a district are to be taken notice of in that
distritt where the seizure is made. The import-
int question is always as to the place of seizure,
and the question always turns upon that.—Ila
=aiznre it made within the limits of a state, the ju-
risdiction of the District Court is local. If it is
ynade on the high sens, any District Court may
mlke cognizanze of the matter. Where, then, was
tne seizure made inthis ease? Tt seems o be
noreed by the connsel on both sides that the seiz-
ure was actually made in ke district of New
York. Ifthat be'the case this Distriet Court has no
jurisdiction of it whatever.—Bat if the seizure was
in fact made on the high seas, this District Count
has jurisdiction. Judge T. said he had supposed at
first, that the saiznre was in [act made in the dis-
wict of New York, but when he came 1o examine
the matter he found it was not so. Licut. Ged-
nev, in his libel, states no sich thing. He says
he wasona survey within thestate of New
Yorl, but he does not say that he actually disco-
vered the schooner Amistad within that district,
and that he made the seizare within the distriet
of New Yorlk. Allthe evidence before the count
is what is set forth in the libel. The vessel, it
seems, was taken offf Montauk Point. The grand
jury, in their statement, say it wasa mile distant
from the shore. If this be correct, it was a seiz-
ure upon the high seae, and therefore the matter
18 rightfully before the Court for this district,

In the absence of absolute certainty on the
point the Court can endeavor to ascertain from
the best evidence in their reach, by examing maps
and charts, the locality of the p*:nce; and after
making such an examination, they are of opinion
that the actual place of seizure does not appear Lo
be within the jurisdiction of the District Court of
New Yorlk, but upon the high seas. The admi-
ralty jurisdiction upon the ocetn extends to low
water mark. Between high and low water mark
there is alternate jurisdiction between the admi-
ralty and common law courts. Indeciding then
that the seizure was made, in the judgment of
the Court, upon the high seas—if either party is
dissatisfied, the Court can institute inquiry to as-
certain the exact place, but the more regular
course 18, for the party dissatisfied, 1o interpose n

lea to the jurisdiction of the Court, and then the
%islrivl Court must institute an inguiry to ascer-
tain where the seizure was made. It is not com-
patent then for this Court, at the present time, to
say the District Court has no  jurisdiction i the
cave.  Consequently this €onrt can not now pass
upon, the question as to the property—that mutter
belongs to the District Court.  Should esther par-
ty be dissatisfied with the decision of that Court,
un appeal can be taken tothe Cireuit Court, Emd'
nlterwards tothe Supreme Courtof the United
States. Meantime the parties must be put to
their pleas in  the District Court,in order that all
the lacts, &c., may be put upon record.

It bas been said this isaquestion of liberty, and
therefore thatthis Courtoughtto decide the case
ina summary and prompt manner. But in the
Jjudgment of the Court, this ought to have no in-
fluence in the decision. The situation of the pris-
oners is such that they must be taken care of ‘bl'
somebody. They did not come here voluntarily.

What it would be

form an t.lpininn; and of course it

We areennbled 1o place it before onr
|

heve of their own accord, and being taken up by
othier persons against theirwill. 10 the District
Court has jurisdiction of the schooner, they have
jurisdiction of the persons of these Africans, and
they are bound to provide necessaries for them,
They can provide lor them as well asany other
persons, The caseseems 1o have been argued on
the part of the prisonersasit they oughtio be dis-
charged if the Court has no jurisdiction,  Thie
is novso. A itshonld be decided that the Distriet
Court here has no jurisdiction they can decide al-
so that the case ba sunhmitted 1o the District Cour
of New Yorlk., The Court waould, in thit ease,
send vessel nnd eargo, and every thing apperiain-
ihey tothar Court, 'l'l:-']\l'i--ln‘-,-rs would not be
discliwreed, but sent alsor 1o the Distriet Court o
New York. Nobenelit would arise 1o them i
being removed [rom this toanother distiin.  Itis
therefore a matter of  no couseqtience 10 the pris-
Innvr.\' whethier the question is tried here or iu the
distriet of New York.

It has been said  that the subsequent  proceed-
ings in filing these ilels ana elabms here, were
without nuthority,  But il the ease is within the
jurisdietion of the Disiriet Court. other libels counld
be filed, 1t is teae, that if Alie original bills have
been filed in order to bring the watter within the
jurisdiction of this Courty the proceedings may be
irregular.  If there ia any irregularity, it can be
carrected by filing'a new libel—the case being in
the possession of the District Court, nowever,
it is bound to receive claims of any body.~=This
Court cannot decide whether these Spaniards
have a right 1o these persons, or whether they
should be  put in the possession of the Presidem
of the United States, These questions are not
now regularly before the Court. They must
come up hereafter, and the Court must dispose of
them. The courts of the United Stues have ta-
ken cognizance of cases analogous to this. The
fuestion of jurisdiction is a preliminary question
anid the Court =hould not decide guestions of  ab-
straet right.  The courts of the United States.
have inken cognizance of enses where [ureigners
claimed the persons of slaves. Batthis isthe first
instance where a writof  habens corpus has been
applied for. It has never been made a rLlws.:iu::
whether they were instantly free an being brought
into the United States. The case of the Antelope
isdirectly in point.  The Spanish and Poruguese
consuls claimed these subjects as propevty—the
JCmm suid they inust shew their title,

There mny be an impression here, that lecanse
slavery is not wlerated in Connecticut, the right
of these Spaniards should not be investipated.
The court, however, mustbe governed by the
laws of the United States, and not by the laws of
the state of Connectient.  Our form of Govern-
ment refognized the vight to import slaves up to
the year 180S.—It is true the constitution does
ot use that language, but It recognizes that right
up to a certain period, and declares that till then
it was a lnwful importation. The constitution
also provides for the recovery of persons that
inay escope from one state into  another where
service is due. It goes even beyond this, and in-
terdicts the states [rom passing laws that oppose
claimants from taking fugitive persons in the free
states. Should nany stale pass such laws, they
would be absolutely void. We must Jook at
things as they are. The court:-fesl bound, there-
fore, lo say thal there 5 no  ground vpen which
they can entertain the motion under the writ of
kaleas corpus.

They fear that some misapprehension exists in
the public mind as  to the eflfect and ground on
which the case has been disposed of by the grand
jury under the direction of the Court. The ques-
tion now disposed of hasnot been affected by
what previously took place.  The ouly matter
settled previously  was that there had been no
eriminal offence cognizable by the courts of the
Unijted Siutes,  If the offenice of murder has been
commiited on  board a foreign vessel, with a for-
eion crew and with foreign papers, this is not on
offence ngainst the United States. Lt iz an offence
against the laws of the country to which the ves-
sel belonged,  The connts of  the United States
have, in such cases, no jurisdiction—but if the
offence be agniust the laws of nations this Count
would have jurisdiction. -A nurder committed,
s in the case of the captain of the Amistad, is
not a erime arainst the laws of nations, connect-
ed as it is with the slave trade.

The Court said thatas they perceived there
were note-takers present, they hoped they would
be careful to make a true representation of the
decision. The Court does not undertake to say
that these Africans have no right to their freedom,
bul leave that matter in litizgation in the Distriet
Court, subject to appeal. And for reasons as-
signed, deny this motion.

One of the counsel for the prisoners then asked
the Courtif they meant to express the opinion ihat
a foreigner coming here with a glave can call up-
on the U. S, Courts to enforce the claim of the
fereigner to the slave. Judge Thompson, in re-
ply, said be did not wish to decide now upon the
nbstract question. Asa judge he did not feel
called upon to decide it

From the N. Y. American.

Tar Carmives or TiE Amstap.—We cannot
deny to ourselves the pleasnre of publishing the
following communication, which we find in the
Post of last everiing. We honor the Rewv. Mr.
Dewey, (or that he had the boldnees 1o speak out
when so many are interesiedly silent, or clamor-
ous on the opposite side—and although he, ns a
minister of the gaspel, may ask with something
of scornful incredality, wherein should consist
“boldness,” in the expressionof an honestly en-
tertained opinion, we, wha see more of the work-
ings of this every-day world, tell him there 7
holdness, and. in proportion, honor, in thus stand-
ing for right that  is unpopular, and truth that is
denied by time-servers, and the fnint proflessors
ol hypothetical freednm, but strenuons and earn-
esl defenders ol actual slavery.

To the Editor of the Evening Post:

My dear sir:—The following brief extract on
the case of the prisoners of the Amistad, from o
diseonrie which I delivered onlast Bunday morn-
ing, I have been regnested to send for insertion to
some of the public prints. Iconfess that Tam in-
duced to do it, pot more by the reéquest, than by
the comment which [ have frequently heard since
Sunday, on the boldnessof the passage. DBold-
ness,sir? Has it then come to this—that, [rom
the unhappy controversy which has arisen among
us, coucerning Slavery, we nve to be prevented
from expressing the seutiments of common hu-
manity 7 If itbeso, then lthink it is lime ft_rr
those who are not Abolitionists,as [ am not, in

known that neither are they calious to the claims
of eternal justice,
Onrvitre Dewey.

* What if we were doomed to take the place of
those unfortunate men, who are now immured in
the prisons of a neighboring city,—yes, and im-
mured there for the very act which has rendered
our forefuthers illustrions—for drawing the sword
for freedom ! We build the sepulehres of our fa-
thers, and mearcerate those who hmitated them !
And I krnow noet but the abused  freedom of
‘.“:‘I'll"‘:-iil”.‘. on n lii!:i.]t't-tl l-r}liu'—-nhllﬁ_'li :Ihlh-
in the muintenance and in the resistance of them
—hns lessened the sensibility which a just and
generous peaple ought to feel, 1o the affecting
ease thot 1= presented to vs,

our

Liet me then turn from the  pacticular sulijecs
ol my diseourse to speak of it for aimoment. A
company ol persons are torn from théir hpmes
and sold 1o the man-stealer that ever prowls abont
e const of unhuppy Aflvica.  Alas! that the in-
fmous teaffic should sl prevail—nay,and with
increased extent and 111|'l.-1-i1§‘. These |I|i|mp|)y
persons thrust into the lold of a slave-ship—treat-
o with a eenelty never inflicted on beasts—sul-
fer all the indescribuble horrors of  the middle-
passege—und  at length, are landed upon an un-
lknown shore, far from their country, their chil-
dred and their homes. Their respurchase in Ha-
vana, their change of masters, their conveyance
on board another ship, alters not the case o them;
itis all one tissit of wrong, fast strengthening nto
the bond of eundless slavery. If the worm, trod-
den ou, will turn—il the insect, pressed by an
anwary hand, will sting—ifl the wild beast will
wear and rend to free himsell {rom the hunter's
toils—will not a man, conscious of right in his
bosomn, rise against the injustice that binds him
to hopeless captivity ¥ 1 know not what the laws
of nations—what treaties und compacts may de-
mand—Dbut I know what humnanity  demands—
what justice demands.  And the man who will
not gronn within himsell, if these already suffer-
ng, wronged and injnred beinus  must by sent
back toa bloody death in Cubn, deserves no
himself to he (ree

[ after this just and  eloguent passage, we
were disposed to hold upto the scorn of our read-
ers, one in all respeets itz npposite, we would ke
the lending article in lust Evening's Star, where-
in these men of the Amistad—black though they
he—that have *demwn the sword for [reedoin,”
are treated as pirates and murderers; and the
honorable sympathy manifested at Hartford, in fa-
vor of the oppressed, who, by their own right
arins, have broken theirehains, is  describied as
*caleulated 1o make a melancholy impression up-
on the peaple of this country.”

But Mr. Dewey, as a preacher of the gospel,
is honorably laboring in his vocation, and the
Siar, as the advertised [riend of the South and iis
peculiar institutions, is laboring in that which it
has chosen,

A Voice from Maryland.
Tlie following cheering extract is from a letter
which we have recently received frﬁ"—.,rt intelli-
cent gentleman in Frederic co. (Md.)-Penn. Free-
man.

Whilst Tam writing I would inform you that the
anti-slavery cause is paining ground in this sec-
tion of the country. Three yearsago an aboli-
tionist, an amalgamationist, fanatic and insurrec-
tionist were interchangeable terins, and an aboli-
tion paper would hava been a prodigy. But now,
anti-tlavery papers are read regularly by our re-
spectable and intelligent citizens. The persecu-
tions of the the abolitionists, the death of Love-
joy, the violation of the freedom of the press, the
burning of your Hall, the rejection of petitions
are beginning to have their legitimate effects, and
have in the very nature of things done more for
the promotion of the can<e they were intended to
cms[h than the united edorts of jis friends. Thus
does God make the wrath of man 1o praise Him.
But still the cause is unpopular: T probably am
making sacrifices in subsenbing for your paper;
there are many who would net risk their interests
by subseribing for anti-slavery papers, who still
wish 1o read them, and the-public niind is yet de-
plorably ignorant on the subject of human rights.
We waunt light, The Colonization Society is one
of the strangest barriers in the way of abolition
principles, by affording a rampart behind which
the secret friends of slavery (who wou!d not advo-
cate the soul-destroying system in all its atrocity)
may fortify themselves,
But I must close. Tbid yon God speed in
your glorious undertaking. Yoo have done
much gond. Already has a wound beed given
to the monster which must prove fatl, if not per-
mitted to heal. Be not discouraged if in the ag-
any of the dying hour he should grasp his victim
still closer.  Remember that on the efforts of the
(riends of liberty depends not only the happiness of
wwemillions and a half of fellow beings, but also the
securing ol our liberties, and the salvation of our
country.

Yours in the cause of the slave.
Frederic co., Maryland,

Mr. Birney,

Mr. Birney lectured at Cincinnati, Sept. 10th,
in the 6th Presbyterian Church, to a crowded au-
dience, The Philanthropist says, it was one ol
his best efforts; a clear, strong, calm and conclu-
sive demnnstration of the nature of slavery. Ix-
Senutor Morris followed, in an address of an
hour, in his usual fearless and energetic stvle of
exposing the encroachments of the Stave Pow-
R,

We regret to learn, by a letter from the West,
that our brother has met with another accident,
thav will prevent his lecturing ns extensively as he
mtended in Ohio, ]Jrr']'l{ll'ﬂli]l'_‘;' to the specinf meets
ing at Cleaveland. We understand that his health
wag much improved on his journey 1o Cincinnati ;
but on going henee to Louisville the boal ground-
ed.”  Afier trying to get her off fur three or four
hanrs, they succeed about half-past nine o'clock
in the evening. All the passengers had got out
of her in order to make her lighter, and were on
board of another boat, grounded also just along-
side of her. They were all to be returned 10 their
bont, which had dropt below into deep water, in
the yawl, Mr. B. went the last ¢trip in the yawl—
it was overloaded ; and in the impatience of many
to get out first it was upset , filled, and went down
under the guard. Seven or eight, besides Mr.B.,
had 1o swim to shore (ahout forly or ffty yards)
for their lives. Mr. B. was much exhausted;
and the fatigue brought back the daily visitation
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State Semi-Annual Mecting.

A Senii-Annual meeting of the VErMonT ANTI-SLA-
veERy Sociery will be holden at I\lompnli-nr. on the 17th
day of October insl.

DBusiness meeting will eommance in the Froo Chureh,
nt 10 o'cloc’, A. M. and public exercises will bs held at
2 o'clock, P M,

All Avxilinry Socisties are urgently solicited to send
delegntes; nll persoms who are avowed abolitionists and in
favor of the great movemont now ma'ing to a considerable
extent throughout the eivilized world, o do away klavery,
nre invited to participate in the deliberations of the Society,

A genoral attenduanee is requested at all the public exer-
cises. It is expected the seasion of the Society will vecu-
py most of two days.

J. A ALLEN,
See. of Executive Committee.
Middicbury, Oct, 1,1880.

" State Mecting.

Shall there not be a strong rally of the friends
of freedom at the State mecting on the 17th of
October ?
in every quarter will act in a spirit worthy of them-

The time is at hand, but if our friends

selves, the meeting will be one of thrilling inter-
It is not important that delegates be formal-
Iy ehosen by societies, but there ought to be a gen-
eral rally of the anti-slavery host. Subjects ol
grave importance, having an important boaring on
the cause, are to be discussed and decided. We
appeal with earnestness to our brethren residing
in this and adjacent counties. Those who live in

est,

the neighborhond of anti-slavery meetings, surely
onght not to fail of attending unless prevented by
u positive providential Remember,
remember the meeting on the 17th of October.

hindrance,

Important Testimony,

We have just had an interview with a highly
respectable Baptist clergyman who has recenily
returned from the South, alier a year's sojourn in
the States of Virginia and North Carolina. Our
friend hos been in circumnstances which enabled
him to make pretty extensive observation of * Sla-

very as it is,"”

and to note the prevailing senti-
ments of the more intelligent and influential men
in those States in reference to the great question
of the day. We hope to have the opportunity, ere
long, of publishing some interesting statements
from his own pen. From the present interview,
we feel warranted in laying down the following
propositiens as the result of our informant’s ob-
servations in the South.

1. That slaveholders, especially professors of
religion, nre takinga mere lenient attitude on the
question of abolition.  The leaven of free princi.
ples is diffusing itsell among the people,

2. As a general fact, the Colonization enterprise
is sustained in Virginia and Carolina on the ground
that it is favorable to slavery and opposed to eman,
cipation.  Qur informant knows of no case for-
ming an exception this remark.

Cuaracresristic.  The anti-colonization papers
are quoting Liberia advertisements of Rum and
Brandy, dated secen or eight years ago, in order to
make an impression unfavorable to the temperance
of the colonies ; while they know—or ought to
know, for ample evidence of it has been before the
public for yeurs—that, in regnrd to the traffic in
g&’. uge of ardent spirits, thnse colonies are very far
in advance ofthe state of Vermont. (2) Is there
no news abiont spirit-drinking and spirit-selling of
later date than 1832, that will answer their pur-
nose 2(4)

By the way, the Voice of Freedom acknowledg-
es that “ there is reason to hope that a better cur-
rency [than tobacco, rom, &t‘.li‘ has since come in-
to use,"—1. #, since 15829, Aud is it no achieve-
ment of humanity to have introduced a better cur-
rency on such a coast 2 Does not such a change
in the currency essentially and most beneficially
influence the habits and character of the people ?(c)

Vt. Chronicle.

(a) I the laws governing the people of the
Sandwich Islands “ seven or eight years ago,” had
been lramed by a Board professedly henevolentor
rehgious, and the chiel magistrate had been ap-
pointed by the same Board, would it r.ot have been
marvellous if they had permitted the traffic in
brandy, rum, powder and spear-pointed knives ?
(4) There is much more “ news" on this subject
than the Chronicle will care to publish. The
Rev. Mr. Wilson, a missionary of the American
Board, in the Missionary Herald for September.
1839, gives an account of an excursion along the
const for the collection of information with a view
tothe enlargement of the mission. Under date of
March 3, 1839, Mr. Wilson describes his visit to
the town of Krako and his interview with * the
most important man" of the’town. Mr. W. says,
 We visited him and found him very hospitable.
His dwelling is constructed in native style, buton
a larger scale than usual. Tt is of an oblong square,
perhaps about sixty feet long and wwenty or thirty
wide. Iuis partitioned off' into apartments of equal
size. The first, through which we passed, is used
as a store room, and was supplied wi'h a puncheon
of rum, a case of muskets, v few teeth of ivory, &,
The next apartment is an open hall, with no fur-
The next is
occupied as a sleeping room, and we were forth-
with introduced 1o it.  In one corner of this stood
a plain pine cupboard, which was well furnished
* W

niture except a swinging hammock.

with decanters of water, rum and wine.”
“ The general style of bmlding here is very simi-
lar to that in the vicinity of Cape Palmas; and the

e
Is this “ news™ late enough for the Chronicle ?

(¢) Il the character and Labits of the colonists
have undergone any marked improvement, how
happens it that the missionaries of the American
Board bave not made the discovery? Mr, Wik
son, in aletter dated Feb. 7, 1839, says, “ I think
hath Cupe Labouand St. Andrews inviting points
for missionary operations.” Why? *Their rE.
MoTENESS [rom Luropean and AMERican SgrTLE-
MENTS 15 not oneof the least encovraging civeum-

stances to make them so0."
Does the Chronicle exchange with the Mission-
ary Herald ?

Montpelier Temperance House,
Ha \'ing had nnlpfc np]ml'lmlil_\‘ 10 test the char-
neter of Col. Carter's Temperance House, we can
confidently adopt the following commendatory par-
agraply, from the last Rutland Herald :

We often hear about this senson of the year, the
inquiry, who keeps the dest public honge at Mont-
pelier?  Now it is not always easy to understand
what meaning the inquirer himsell affixes to the
word best: as it will admit of various applications,
according to the habits, temperament and eircum-
stances of him who asks such a question—neither
are we about to say whichof all the public houses
at the seat of government is the best; for on this
paint even kanest men might not exnetly agree,—
Butthis much we will sav, w all sober, sedite, quiet
people, like ourselves, about to go 10 Montpalier,
go 1o * Carter's Teinperance Houss," and if vou do
not lind as good o table, as good avendance, as
zood beds and comlortable rooms, and as much
quiet as the particular eircninsiances usual at the
commencement of * the session” will admit, and
all upon as fairterins asatany other public house,
we are mistalien— thet’s all.

What Southerners think of Colonization.

The editor of the Georgetown Advocate (speak-
ing of Henry Clay) says: » The fact of his being
President of the Colonization Society is enough to
convinee the most fastidious that he is no friend of
abolition; besides which, he is a slaveholder him-
salf.,

strengthening the interests of the slaveholder, by

The Colonization Society is in our opinion,

sending the lazy (ree negro out of the way of the
industrinus slave, thereby preventing the bad in-
Auence of their associating together.

The Empire State.

The Friend of Man brings us a cheering ac-
count of the annual meeting of the New York
State Anti-Slavery Society, held at Utica on the
18th and 19th ultimo, Gerrit Smith, Esq. in the
The attendance was quite equal to that of
any of the former meetings. The subject of polit.
ical action seems to have been the most prominent
topic of discussion. The President, Gerrit Smith,
introduced n proposal for amending the constitu-
tion of the Society in such a manner as to pledge
its members not to vote for pro-slavery law-ma-
kers, The Friend of Man observes that “ this elie-
ited an animated discussion, though the measure
was opposed by only two or three of the members.
Only two, we believe, opposed the amendment on
principle, (if principle it may be called, that de-
cides such questions on considerations of expedien-
cy.) Aftera long and patient discussion, the a-
mendment was earried with only one dissenting
vote. We regard the measure a very important
and timely one.”

The receipts during the year were $19,769 63;
dishursements, 820,551 645.

Instead of 1aking pledges on the indefinite plan
formerly practised, blank notes were circu-
lated, to be filled out and signed by individuals,
who are beld personully responsible for the pay-
ment, without subjecting the socizty to the expense
of sending agents to- collect the amount in their
respective neighborhoods, but with the understan-
ding that the signers are to inake those collections
themselves from their neightors.  The aimount
thus subscribed, including a small amount of mon-
ey, wis about §1700. In addition to this, the
President, Gerrit Sinith,gnve hischeck for $478 53,
and also became responsible for the support of the
editor of the society’s publications, during the com-
ing year.  So that the amount of definite sub-
seription and contribution may be stated atup-
wards of $3000. This we are persuaded, is worth
as much as three times the amount pledged in
the former inanner.

The Anti-Slavery Lecturer, subscribed forat
the annual meeting, a year ago, and paid for in
advance, will terminate with the December num-
ber. Upwards of 25,000 copies are thus in pro-
cess of distribution, and a few thousand copies re-
main on hand, for fulure vse, 30,000 having been
printed. It is thought best to terminate the pres-
ent geries with the December number, so that af-
ter thattime our friends will be unsupplied with
any cheap publication of the kind from this socie-
ty. Under these circumsiances, and comsilering
the very limited circulation of our weekly paper,
the Friendof Man, in comparison with the large
number of abolitionists in the state, a proposal was
introduced by the Execntive Committee to reduce
the size of the paper to half its present dimensions,
and publish it once a formight, at 50 cents pec
annum.  After much debate in the annual meet-
ing, it was finally concluded that the paper must
be published weekly, at the reduced size, at $1,00
per annum. A few aubscribers were obtained on
the spot, and each delegate was appointed an a-
gent to procure subscribers in his own neighhor-
hood, and receive & forward payments in adeance.
A spirited effort on the part of our friends will
thus secure a much greater circulation for the pa-
per at the reduced price, than it hns yet received,
The change will be made as snon as our Exec-
utive Commitee can make the necessary arrange-
ments,

[The volume of the Anti-Slavery Lecturer, no-
ticed above, has been published monthly in the
When completed, it will com-

chair,

newspaper fonn.
prise the very best series of anti-slavery lectures
We hope 1o see the whole embodied in
a bound volume in due time,]

We close our notice by copying some of the
most important resolutions adopted by the Soci-

extant.

It is not the cave, therefore, of persons coming

the technical sense of thatword, should let it be

of hiz slow fever.— Emancipator.

character and habits of the people too are also very
similar."

ety




