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OFFICIAL.

LAWS or THE UNITED STATES,
Passed at the Third. Session of the Thirty

Seventh Congress.

[PUBLIC?No. 34]
An Act to cliAngu th« time!! of holding the

circuit nnd district courts of tint United
Status in tlio several districts in the suwutli
circuit.
Be it enacted In/ the Senate rtud Iltuse oj

Jlepretin'ntives of the United Sla'.esoJ Amer-
ica, in Congress assembled, That, instead ot

this times now fixed by law, tlie circuit qml
district courts of the United States lor the
several districts in the States composing the
seventh judicial circuit shall hereafter be held
as follows:

onto.

At Cleveland, for the Northern district of
Ohio, on the lirst Tuesdays in the months of
January, May, and''September, in each year.

At Cincinnati, for the Southern district of
Ohio, on the first Tuesdays in the mouths of
February, April and October of each ytar.

MICHIUAN.

At Detroit, for the district of Michigan, on
the first Tuesdays hi June, November and
March in each year.

And all reconniz-inces, indictments, or other

proceedings, civil and criminal, now pending
ill either of said courts, shall he entered and
have day in court, and he heard and tried, ac-

cording to the times of holding said courts as
herein provided.

APPUOVKD, February 21, 1 S<i3.

[Pritl.tr ?N'o. 35 ]
An act to allow the United Slates to prose-

cute appeals mid writs of error without giv-
ing security.
Be it enacted In/ the Senat j and House of

Representatives of the United St<fies of Amer-
ica in Congress assembled, That whenever
any writ of error, appeal, or other process in
law, adiniraltj, or equity, shall issue from or
be brought up to the Supreme Court of the
United States, either by the United States or
by direction of any Department of tlrt* Gov-
ernment thereof, no bond, obligation, or secur-
ity shall he required from the United States,
or from any party acting under the direction
aforesaid, by any judge or clerk of court,
either to prosecute said suit or to answer iu
damages or costs. In case of au adverse
decision, such co-its as by law are taka-
ble against the United States shall be paid
out of the contingenCfund of the Department
under whose direction the proceedings shall
have been instituted. All acts and partasif
nets inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.

APPROVED, Feb. 21, ISG3.

[PUBLIC?No. 3(5.]
An Act extending the time for carrying into

effect the provisions of the third section of
the act entitled "An act relating to high-
ways in the county of Washington and Dis-
trict of Columbia," approved May three,
eighteen hundred and sixty-two.
Be it enacted b.// ths Senate and Home <!/'

Representatives of the United State*of Amer-
ica, in Congress assembled. Tint the peri-
od named iu the third section of the act enti
tied "An ant relating to highways in the
county of Washington and District of Colum-
bia," approved May three, eighteen hundred
and sixty-two, requiring that the roads desig-
nated in said section shall bo surveyed, plat-
ted, and recorded within one year from the
passage ofsaid act, be extended to three years;
and the levy court of the said county of Wash-
ington is hereby authorized to cause the sur-
vey, platting, and recording of such roads, in
each year, as it may deem proper and neces-
sary : Provided, That all of said roads be so

surveyed, platted, and recorded within the pe-
riod of three years.

SECTION 2. And he il further enacted.
That the President of the United States he
and he is hereby empowered, by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate, to fill any
vacancy that may hereafter occur in said levy
conrt; and all acts or parts of acts inconsist-
ent with this act are hereby repealed.

APPBOVBD, February 21,1863.

ABSBVCK OP MIND.?One Sunday N conn-
try clergyman having had a not ice "for a lec-
ture handed him, which was cut from a news-
paper, unfortunately rend tlw wrong side of
the paper?nor did he discover his mistake
tillhe had goue through an entire advertise-
ment of a clothing and famishing iranih^use.

The Peninsular Campaign in Virginia.

(MARCH ?JULY, 1861.)

BY THE PRINCE DE JOINVILLE.

V.
The direct fownrd march was continued,

and, notwithstanding the almost incessant
rains which ruined the roads, wo Boon reach-
ed the banks of the Chickahominy, at Bottom
bridge, ten miles from Richmond, and where
the York River railroad, which the nrmy fol-

i lowed all the way from the White House,
crossed the river on a bridge which the ene-
!my had destroyed. We were now at the
I very gates of Richmond. Till then the cam-

j paign had been, if not brilliant, at least fertile
!in results. Yorktown, one of the most impor-
! fant military positions of the enemy, had fal-
i len. Norfolk, the magnificent arsenal from
| which the South drew the greater part of its
military stores, had been abandoned, and its

' evacuation had brought on the destruction of

\u25a0 the formidable Mrrrimae. Finally, General
: McC'lellan had succeeded in pitching his
camp,-without accident, in front of the capital
of the seceded States and of their chief army.
The confederates could fall b tck no further
without loosing all their prestige in the eyes
of tlu-ir partisans and of the whole world.
They had tlier. fire to accept theio a decisive
battle. In the circumstances in which we
were pin 'ed it was no small merit to liuve
driven our adversary to such a necessity. 1
am aware that this battle ought to have been
won, and that it was not; but the responsi-

I hilityof this failure by no means belongs al-
together to the at my and to its leader. Who

; were the men who, by driving them into an
| untimely campaign, had thus revealed to the

1 enemy ihe secret of operations not yet ripe
| for execution f Was General McClelUn r»»-
] sponsible for the want of unity of purpose and
I action which had trammeled the movements
! of the Federal armies ever since the Govt rn-
! merit had deprived him of the supreme com-
mand of all these aripioF ? Finally, was Mc-

I Clellan responsible for the systematic rcduc-
i tion of his forces, which, in face of the con-
' centra:ion i f the enemy's forces, had deprived
! him successively, since the opening of the
itampaign, of Ulenker's divisions, given to

: Fremont, and of two-thirds of McDowell's
j corps, withoutnnyjcunpmisation without send-

! ing liitn a single man to fill the gaps made
liv cannon and disease ? Notwithstanding all

; tlies ? difficulties, In? ha 1 succeeded in leading
1 his nrmy to Richmond; but ho had not the

! means of striking the great blow which would
I probably have ended the war. In an enemy's
i country covered with woods, where very little

can lie seen or known, an army is constantly
subject to surprises. What seems a simple
reconnois-iance may lie in fact a serious and
general attack. A large force is needed to

guard .against these surprises, and a still
larger force to secure a line of communication
which cannot be broken without danger. Evi-
dently reinforcements were needed. Could
they be got I Could the Federals respond
by a powerful concentration to that which the
explorations of aeronauts and the daily testi-
mony of deserters proved to be going on among
the enemy? This was the first question
which we asked ourselves.

General Wool from Norfolk, and General
ltimiside from North Carolina, could send a
few troops; but this was a small mntter,
while 80,000 men were collected in the neigh-
borhood of Washington. About half of these

! were making head against Jackson ill the
i valley of the Shenandoah. Tho rest were
j under McDowell at Fredricksburg, only sixty
j miles north of Richmond. They hnd rebuilt
' the railroad bridge over the Rappahannock,
i Following this railroad, they could have
'joined McClellan's nrmy in three or four days,

i They would have left nothing exposed by
leaving Fredericksburg; there wns no enemy
in that region. Their stay there was so no-
toriously useless to the Federal cause that it
was a subject of ridicule for the confederate
papers, which called them "the fifth wheel of
the coach." It was known at the same time
in the army of the Potomac that General Mc-
Dowell ardently desired to give the lie to
these jeers by giving to the Lnion cause at
the decisive moment a co-operation which
could have insured victory. Accordingly,

\u25a0 when General McClellan arrived beforu Rich-
mond, his first thought was to learn what lie
had to expect from that quarter. No official
notice, either from ivashington or from Mc-
Dowell himself, had informed McClellan of his
presence at Fredericksburg, though only six-
ty miles distant; but public rumor so persis-
tently represented McDowell as advancing to
join him, and such a movement was so plainly
required by circumstances, that it was re-
solved to try to open communications with
him.

On the night of the 2Gth,be sent out Gen-
eral l'orier with a division of infantry aud
several squadrons of cavalry, in a fearful
stor.n, to Hanover Co|irt-House, a villageubuut
twenty miles uor'li of Richmond, where the
railroad Irom Fredericksburg crosses the Pa-
muukey, Poller's troops moved rapidly, and
about the middle of the day arrived near
Hanover Court-liouse, which they found
guarded by General Branch's division.
They drove them back by a vigorous assault',
aud took a cannon. Assailed illtheir turn by
confederates troops who were concealed in the
woods, aud had purposely let theut pass,
?hey turned ou these and dispersed tuem.
In it his brilliant fight, which cost the Feder-
als only four huudrtid men, General Porter
took one cannon, five hundred prisoners, and
two bridges, oue ou the Fredericksburg road,
the other on the road to Gordonsville. The
advance guard of McDowell was near Bow-
ling Grcm, only fifteen miles distant. It
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needed but to will it, and the two armies were
united, and the possession of Richmond as-
sured. Alas! it" was not willed. I cannot
think of those fatal moments without n real
oppression of the heart. Seated in an orchard
at the bivouac of Porter's division, amid the
joyous excitement which follows a successful
fight, I saw horsemen of the fifth regiment
bring in as prisoners entire companies of con-
federates, with arms and baegage, their officers
at their head : but neither this confidence of tri-
umph among the Federals nor the dejection
of the enemy deceived me, and 1 sadly asked
myself how many ot these young men who
surrounded me, telling ine of their exploits,
would expiate with their lives the error that
was about to be committed !

Not only did not the two armies unite, nor
oven communicate with euch other, but an or-
der came from "Washington by telegraph to

burn the two bridges that hud just been
seized. The army of the Potomac and its
leader were thus told as clearly as possible
that they must give up all hope of aid from
the armies of upper Virginia; the means of
effecting a junction was now taken away.
This unfortunate measure had been adopted on
hearing of the bold.dash which Jackson was
then making on the upper Potomac. This
skillful leader, finding the Federal forces iu
that region divided into a number of inde-
pendent armies, under Generals Fremont,
Banks, Sigel, &c., had profited by this state
of anarchy to beat them one after the other.
He had' driven Banks across the Potomac,
and created as much confusion as if he had
been about to enter Washington. With
more than 40,000 men to protect the city,
with the line of the Potomac so easy to defend,
and with the vast intrenched camp which
surrounded the capitol, it was not thought
safe. McDowell was summoned iu all haste
to join in the pursuit of Jackson. As was
to have been expected, McDowell arrived too

late. But the fact remained the bridges
which might have connected his opera-
tions with t hose of McClelhin had been cut.
Probably, in the confusion that reigned at
Washington, the order to destroy them had
been given to prevent the confederates from
usinc them to send reinforcements to Jack-
son.

But let us leave this afflicting spectacle, let
us leave Jackson, by his rapid movements
making sport of the four generals opposed to
him. He had accomplished 'lis object. His
bold dash had preventtd the junction of Mc-
Clellau and .McDowell at the time when it
might hove been decisive. Henceforth the
army of the Potomac had to rely on itself
alone. It was necessary to act promptly;
for each day increased the disproportion be-
tween the forces of the two adversaries ; and
it was to be feared that tho Federals, en-
camped amid the marshes of the Cliickahom-
iny, would suffer much from the great heats
which had began to set in. Fir e.evernl days
the two armies had been face to face. The
Federal advanced guard was encamped five
miles from Richmond. There were daily
skirmishes, carried on with a desperation that
made a general action inevitable. General
McClellan waited for two things before attack-
ing. He waited till the roads, broken up by
the rain, should become more solid anil pass-
able by his artillery, and.iu the second place,
tillthe bridges which he was throwing over
the Chickahominy should be completed, or
nearly so. These bridges had become indis-
pcnsiblc; nothing could be done without
them. The situation of the localities, the im-
possibility of loaviug the railroad which sup-
plied the nrmy, and the necessity of guarding
against a movement of the enemy to turn his
position, had forced the general to divide his
troops into two wings on the opposite sides of
the river. But it was important to be able
to unite them rapidly, either on the right bank,
to attack the confederate nrmy which covered
Richmond, or on the left bank to oppose the
turning movements already mentioned, and
which was much to be fenrcd. The confed-
erates, in fact remained masters of several
bridges on the upper Chickahominy, which
would enable them to occupy the excellant
positions presented by the left bank as soon
ns thy northern nrmy should abandon them.
The latter would thus have been ehi't up,
blockaded, mid starved out on the right hank,
and placed in a singularly critical position.

Unfortunately everything dragged on the
Federal side. 'Die roads were long in drying,
file bridges long in building. "We never saw
as rainy a season," said the oldest inhabitant.
" We never saw bridges ns hard to build,"
said the engineers. Tho detestable river
foiled all their efforts. Too narrow for a
bridge of boats, too deep and miry for piers;
here a stream ten yards wide flowing between
two plains of quicksand in which the horses
sank to their girths, and which offered no
foundation; there divided into a thousand
streamlets over a surface of three hundred
yards, running through one of those wooded,
boggy marshes, peculiar to tropical countries,
and changing its level and its bed from day to
day, in its uncertain and capricious sway, it
undid or annulled each day tho severe labor
of the previous day, done under a burning
sun and often under the fire of the enemy.
And thua the precious daya flew by. Per-
haps?let us say it frankly?the army waa
not so eager to act a* it should have been.
To advance and meet the enemy, to attack
him on his own ground, was a bold undertak-
ing, somewhat foreign to the habita of aa
American army, which loves, above all a me-
thodical, slow, circumspect war, that leavea
nothing to chance. Tula delay, as we have
already aaid, ia a national characteristic; it la
also, to a certain extent, impoaed upon the
generala by the nature of their troops. Theae
troops are very brave, but, aa we have en-
deavored to show, the bond of subordination

among them is so weak that one is never sure
ofgetting them to do what is desired of them.
Individual wills, which are as capricious as
.popular majorities, "play too great a part
among them. The leader is obliged to turn
and see whether he is followed; he has no as-
surance that his subordinates are bound to
him by the tie of discipline and duty. Hence
hesitation and a condition of things unfavora-
ble ftf*dash. "Ifwe could be attacked and
fight on the defensive," I have often heard it
said, " tbrt would be half the battle." They
got what they wanted. The enemy made the
first attack. On the 31st of May, he put an
end to all uncertainties and speculations as to
the best way of gutting at him, by throwing
himself boldly with alibis forces on the army
of the Potomac. The bloody fight which
took place on the evening of that day and the
morning of the next day is called the battle
of Fair Oaks.

At the time when it was thus attacked, the
Federal army occupied a position in the form
of the letter V. The base of the V was at
Bottom bridge, where the railroad crosses the
Chickahotriny. Its left arm extended to-
ward Richmond 011 the railroad and the Wil-
liamsburg road. Here was the left wing,
formed of four divisions arranged en echelon,
one behind the other, between Fair Oaks and
Savage's station, and encamped in the woods
011 butli sides ot the road. The right arm of
the V followed the left bank of the river, and
formed the right wing, composed of four di-
visions and the reserve. The distance be-
tween tie extremities of these two wings, by
way of Bottom bridge, was twelve or fifteen
miles; ns the crow flies, the distance was
very short, but between the two arms of the
V flowed the Cliickahominy. To uuite these
two arns three or four bridges had been com-
menced, only one of which was available on
the 31st wf May. It had been built by Gen-
eral Sumner, about half way between Bottom
bridge a'ld the most advanced point of the
Federal lines. This is what saved the nrmy
ou that day from disaster. The other bridges
were, ready, bur could not be thrown over the
river at th« decisive moment, and that is wlmt
saved the confederates.

Tlit> whole effort of the enemy was directed
against llie left wing of the army, which hnd
its advanced guard .at Fair Oaks station, on
the York River railroad, and at a place called
Seven Pines, on the Williamsburg road,

llere the Federals had throwu up a redoubt
in n clearing where there were a few houses,
and hnd made abattis to widen the sweep the
of their guns. The rest of the country wns
entirely covered with woods. The day be-
fore there hnd been a tremendous storm, with
torrents'of rain. The roads were frightful.

Suddenly, about one o'clock in the after-
noon. the weather being gray and dull, a sharp
firing wns heard. The pickets wild the ad-
vance, were rapidly driven in; the woods
around Fair Oaks and Seven l'ines swarmed
with tht) enemy's sharpshooters. The troops
ran to arms and fought desperately; but the
forces of their adversaries continued to in-
crease, and their losses did not check them.
The redoubt of Seven Fines was surrounded,
and its defenders fell fighting bravely. Colo-
nel ll.iiley, among others, here met a glorious
death on one of his guns. When the redonbt
wns taken, the northern troops fell into some
disorder. In vain did Generals Keyes and
Naglee make a thousand efforts to rally their
soldiers; they were uot regarded. At that
moment, they perceived a small French bat-
talion, known as the La Fayette Gunrds,
which hnd remained in good order. They
rushed to them, put themselves at their heat),
charged the enemy, and retook a battery.
The battalion lost a fourth of their number in
this charge; but, like true .Frenchmen, the
same everywhere, they cried out: "They are
welcome to call us the Lafourchette Guards*
now !" ailuding to a taunting nickname that
had been given them.

Hut Helntzelinan comes to the rescue with
his two divisions. As at Williamsburg, Kear-
ney's division arrives at the right moment to
restore the battle. Berry's brigade, of this
division, composed of Michigan regiments, and
of an Irish battalion, advances, firm as a wall,
amid the disorderly crowd wavering on the
battlefield, and by Its example does more
than the strongest reinforcements. We had
lost about n mile of ground, fifteen gnns, and
the camp of the advanced division, that of
General Casey; but now we held firm. A
sort of line of battle was formed, extending
through the woods, perpendicular to the road
and the railway, and there we resisted the re-
peated assaults* of the masses of the enemy.
Our left, protected by White Oak swamp, an
impassable marsh, was in dangor of be<ng
turned, but our right might be surrounded.
At that very time, in fact, a strong confeder-
ate column was moving on that side. Ifit
could succeed in getting between Bottom
bridge and the Federal troops fighting in the
advance at Savage's station, the entire left
wing would be lost. It would have no way
of retreat, and would be obliged to yield to
overpowering numbers; but just at that mo-
ment, at six o'clock in the evening, new actors
came upon the stage. General Sumner, who
had succeeded in crossing the Chickahominy,
with Bedgwick*s division, on the bridge built
by his troops, and who, like a brave soldier,
marched straight through the woods toward
the sound of the cannon, suddenly arrived on
the left flank of the column with which the
enemy was trying to cut off Heintselman and
Keyes. He planted in a clearing a battery
which he had succeeded in bringing with him.
The guns were not rifled cannon, those objects
of modern infatuation, only good for cool firing
at a long range, in an open country; they

?la Eaclish, "Fork Quart*," which probably cor-
mponda to tba aaprmsioc, " Tres«S>er Xatghb,' bat
tcr at eating than fghttag. '

were real fighting guus, old-fashioned 12-pound
howitzers, discharging either a large round
projectile, which rebounds and rolls, or a large
load of grape. The simple and rapid fire of
these pieces made terrible havoc in the oppos-
ing ranks. In vain did Johnston send against
this battery bis best troops, those from South
Carolina, including the Hampton legion. In
vain did he come in person into the fight:
nothing sould shake the Federal ranks, and it
was tKey who, at nightfall, gallantly led by
Sumner in person, rushed on the euemy with
the bayonet, and drove them back with fright-
ful slaughter as far as Fair Oaks station.

Night put an end to the contest. On both
sides, no one knew anything of the result of
the battle but what he had himself seen.
Friends and enemies, lost in the unknown
woods, lay down among heaps of dead and
wounded, wherever the darkness found them.
The fatigue of this obstinate struggle, togeth-
er with the darkness of the night, caused one
of those tacit truces so common in war.

Johnston had evidently flattered himself
that, by throwing all his forces on the four di-
visions of the Federal left wing, he could an-
nihilate them before aid could reach them from
the main body, which remained on the left
bank of the Chickahominy. For the time,
he had failed, before the energetic resistance
of these four divisions, and tne furious and

unexpected attack of Sumner's troops. He
had doubtless supposed that the terrible storm
of the previous day had swollen the Chicka-
hominy, made impossible the erection of any
bridge, or carried away the bridges already
erected ; but the capricious river baffled his
combinations, as a few hours later it baffled
those of his adversaries. The effect of the
deluge of the day before was not immediate;
the freshet did not come on for twenty-four
hours. Did the Federals profit by this unex-
pected delay with all desirable activity ?

This is a question which will always remain
in dispute, like so many others of the same
kind that form one of the inevitable chapters
of the history of most great battles.

The action had not begun till one o'clock
in the afternoon. Some delay took place be-
fore it was Jiscovere'l whether the attack was
not n feint for the purpose of drawing the
Federal troops acrots the river, while the en-
emy's main body might debouch on tho left
lank. An cud was soon put to all uncertainty
hy the violence of the attack, and by the re-
ports of aeronauts, who saw the whole con-

-1 federate army moving toward the scene ofac-
tion. Sumner was then ordered to cross the
river with his two divisions. He executed
the order rapidly, marching at a venture at
the head of bis column, with no other guide
than the sound of the cannon, and arrived
precisely at the critical time and place. Now,
it was then, aud is still, thought by sonio that
if, when Sumner was ordered to cross the
river, the same order had been given to id',

the divisions of the right wing, it could have
been executed. One may imagine what
would have happened if, instead of fifteen thou-
sand men, fifty thousand had been hurled upon
Johnston's think. But Sumner's bridge would
certaiuly not have sufficed for the passage of
so many. At midnight, the rear of his col-
umn was still stiuggling to cross it against all
the difficulties for horses and artillery pie-
sauted by a bridge formed of trunks of trees
that turned under the feet, by deep morasses,
and by a dark night, made darker by the
thick woods. But several other bridges were
ready to be thrown across at other points.
These should havo been put up without a
moment's delay, and regardless of the obsta-
cles which the enemy would have tried to

throw in the way. Johnston had made a
parade of placing a brigade, as A sort of
scarecrow, opposite points naturally suited for
such an undertaking ; but the stake was so
vast, tho result to be accomplished so impor-
tant, the occasion so unexpected and so favor-
able foi a decisive blow, that nothing, it seems
to us, should have prevented to effect this at
any cost. Here, again, the Federal cause
suffered from that American tardiness which
rather characterised the army than its leader.
It was not till seven o'clock in the evening
that it was resolved to put up all the bridges
without delay, and cross the whole army by
daybreak to the right bank cf the Chicka-
hominy. It was too late. Four hours hnd
been lost; and Opportunity, more Hei-iiu* in
war tliau in all things else, had fled. The
freshet, on which Johnston had reckoned in
vain, aud which had not prevented Sumner
from crossing, came ou in the night. The
river auddeuly rose two feet, aud continued
to swell rapidly, carrying away the new
bridges, raising and sweeping away the trees
which formed the floor of Sumner's bridge,
and covering the whole valley with it* wild
water*. Nothing crossed over.

Wltb the first light of day, the battle was
fiercely renewed on the left bank. The ene-
my came on in masses, without order or meth-
od, and ruahed on the Federals, who, know-
ing their own inferiority in numbers, and
withnut hope of reinforcements, attempted
nothing more than to hold their ground.
Both sides fought with savage energy, with-
out noiae, without shouting, When onr men
were too cloaely pressed, they charge bayo-
net! The artillery,, placed in clearings in
the rear, fired abells over the combatants.
Ob, that all who, forgetful of the past and
influenced by selfish calculations, encouraged
thla fatal slaveholders' rebellion, could have
witnessed this fratricidal conflict! Ob, that
they eould have been condemned, aa ? pun-
ishment, to look upon that frightful battle-
field, heaped with thouaanda o< tho dead and
dying 1 Oh that they could have seen the
ambulance* around the scattered honaes!
What miaeries l What Sufferings! There
waa something peculiarly horrible' about the
ambulances. The booses were far too few to

NO. 27.

contain even a small part of the wounfltdi
who had to be heaped up around litem ; but»
though they uttered no complaints and bora
their fate with stoical courage, their exposure
to the mid-day heat of a June sun soon bo*
came intolerable, and they were then teen
using all their remaining strength to crawl
away iu search of a little shade. I shall al-
ways remember a cluster of rose-bushes, the

ferfuroed Uowers of which I waa admiring aa
conversed with a friend, when be pointed

out to roe under the foliage one of these poor
creatures who. had just expired. Wo look
at each other in silence, our hearts oppressed
with the saddest emotions. Sad scenei, from
which the pen of the writer, like the eye of
the spectator, hastens to turn away.

Toward noon the five gradually decreased*
and theu ceased, and the enemy retired ; but
the Federals were in no condition to paisue
him. It was not then known what a loss the
southerners had had iu the person of their
loader, General Johnston, who had been seri-
ously wounded. It is to his absence that waa
chiefly owing to the unconnected character of
the attacks made in the morning upon the
Federal army. When the fire ceased at
noon, the confederates, wearied by the long
struggle, and having no longer any leader,
were, it is'said, (for iu these immense forests
nothing is seen and everything has to becon*
jectured,) in a state of inextricable confusion.
Let it be imagined what would have happen-
ed if at that moment the thirty-five tbouaand
fresh troops left on the other side of tbsi
Chickahotniny could have safely crossed the
bridges and appeared on the flank of this
disordered crowd.

Such is tin.' history of this singular battle,
which, complicated as it was by incidents
above the will of man, may yet bo taken M

a type of Ameiicau battles.* 'J.'ke conflict
hud been bloody, for the northern army had
lost live thousand men, the southern army at
least eight thousand ; but on both sides the
results were negative. The confederates, ill
very superior numbers, Jind attacked vigor*
ously, driven back their adversaries about »

mile, and taken several cannou; and then*
they had stopped, satisfied with having
earned the right to claim the victory. The
Federals hail had the defensive battle that
they desired, had repulsed the enemy, and
hud captured a general and many other priso-
ners; but, stopped by natural obstacle* which
perhaps were not insurmountable, they bad
pitied nothing by their success. In fact,
both skies lm I failed for want of organisation,
for want of subordination, and for want of
tiie bond which results from it between the
soul of the'j. eaeral and the great body called
an army?: lint powerful bond which unable*
a general to ask of his soldiers, and to obtain
fiom their blind obedience, those extraordl*
nary efforts which win battles. Yet, though
the losses of the enemy exceeded those of the
Federals, the check was especially unfortu-
nate for the latter. They had lost an nniqm
opportunity for striking n decisive blow. Such
opportunities never return ; and beside*, in
the ciicumstunces in.which they were placed,
time was against them.

The day after this battle, McClellan retook
without A blow the positions of Fair o*k*
and Seven Pint's, so that the two armies were
exactly in the same situation as before. For
nearly a inouth they thus remained fact) to
face, in a statu of inaction, which, however,
was not rest. On the contrary, this month,
with its alternations of rain and overpower-
ing heat, with the immense work imposed
upon the soldiers, with the ceaseless alarms
and partial combats, were tedious and labo-
rious.

The Federal army was unwilling either to
commt nre or provoke another conflict like
that of Fair O iks til! the bridges shofttUMto
finished and communication between the two
wings established. Floods of rain hindered
the construction of the bridges, BuiH,
something had been learned from experience,
and it was resolved to give to these. bridges,
together with n monumental solidity, an ex-
tent that would embrace not only the cuftß&t
of the river, but also the whole valley. Am
thus, the* would be nothingmore tobefMntd
from floods ; but such a work required Dtnoh
time and trouble. As long as it remained
uuflnishtH], the left wing must remain exposed
to attacks from the whole body of the COUfed-
erate forces. We there hastened to prdtlds
against this danger by throwing up intrench-
merits along the whole liue. This wasaoiin-
mens? work. As everywhere vise, redoubts
with embankments hud to be raised, and rifle-
pits had to be dug, and all under a burning
sun. Moreover, trees had to be cat down
over the whole space occupied by titMS
works, and tor several hundred yards in font
of thein, in order that we might be able to
see a littld before us. In some places, no
earthwork was raised; only the trees wifrs
cut down so as to gfte the outline of nfdlr
fortifications. The denser portion of AMOQt,
left standing and salient, served as n bIIHM.
The artillery ni»d the sharpshooters, placed
in the forest, flanked with their fire the nar-
row borders that represented the 'curteliis.
The defenders of these new-fashioned w«m
had no other protection againat the MNM'I
fire than the fulinge, behind which it wan MB*
possible to take direct aim at ,,

All these works were made with admirable
energy and intelligence. 1 In this reapeet, the
American soldier is unrivaled. He Is patient
of frtigne, lullof resources, agoaddlggeavaa
excellent wood-cutter, a mod; carpeater, and
even something of a civil J|t Mf>
ernl times happened in fhe course df ioa MO>
paign that we came upon a flttor-tfcfli v a
saw-mill, turaed bjr a water wheel dralMh*

iij
*1 eanact itf.tlifrom mentioning has* a sksMtw*
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